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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing,
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision
for the entire city, but many of his proposals

will have a specific impact on Queens.
From reopening communities centers in

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress.

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio
administration stepped in to help broker a
new deal that would keep the historic bar in

Flushing community board set
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen
treats will be limited to five percent and require
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing.
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed
development would be inclusionary, though an
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm
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Queens
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing,
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision
for the entire city, but many of his proposals

will have a specific impact on Queens.
From reopening communities centers in

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress.

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio
administration stepped in to help broker a
new deal that would keep the historic bar in

Flushing community board set
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen
treats will be limited to five percent and require
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing.
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed
development would be inclusionary, though an
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing,
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision
for the entire city, but many of his proposals

will have a specific impact on Queens.
From reopening communities centers in

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress.

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio
administration stepped in to help broker a
new deal that would keep the historic bar in

Flushing community board set
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Queens
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By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen
treats will be limited to five percent and require
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing.
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed
development would be inclusionary, though an
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing,
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision
for the entire city, but many of his proposals

will have a specific impact on Queens.
From reopening communities centers in

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress.

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio
administration stepped in to help broker a
new deal that would keep the historic bar in

Flushing community board set
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
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to the Flushing Post.
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen
treats will be limited to five percent and require
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing.
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed
development would be inclusionary, though an
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.
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A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
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Queens Housing
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.
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History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing,
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision
for the entire city, but many of his proposals

will have a specific impact on Queens.
From reopening communities centers in

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress.

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio
administration stepped in to help broker a
new deal that would keep the historic bar in
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen
treats will be limited to five percent and require
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing.
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed
development would be inclusionary, though an
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12
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By Ryan Schwach 
Queens Daily Eagle 

The Adams administration officially began 
rolling out its controversial plan to rezone a 
large swath of the city, known as the City of Yes 
for Housing Opportunity, last week. 

It began in Queens, where the Department 
of City Planning began its public review pro-
cess for the proposal that is intended to bring 
“a little more housing to every neighborhood.”

The Land Use Subcommittee of Queens’ 
Community Board 5, which represents the 
heavily residential neighborhoods of Ridge-
wood, Glendale, Middle Village, Maspeth, 
Fresh Pond and Liberty Park, was among the 
first to get the city’s pitch on the plan, which has 

A SHOOTING AT A RICHMOND HILL
party venue on Saturday morning left one dead 
and three others wounded, ABC reports. The 
shooting erupted around 1:30 a.m. at Volume 
17, a party spot in the neighborhood where a 
baby shower was being held. Upon arrival at the 
scene, police found three people with injuries 
including a 24-year-old man who had been shot 
in the chest, a 26-year-old man hit in the right 
arm and a 45-year-old man shot in the left leg. 
A 43-year-old man was also treated at Jamai-
ca Hospital Medical Center with two gunshot 
wounds to the right arm and one to the left leg. 
All victims were last believed to be in stable 
condition. There are currently no details about 
how the shooting began, and no arrests have 
been made. Residents told ABC that the venue 
opened up recently, but has been the source of 
some trouble in that short amount of time. 

A QUEENS MARRIED COUPLE, BOTH
officers with the NYPD, reportedly strangled 
each other in a fight and were hit with charges, 
Queens Patch writes. The officers, Alex Lall 
and Shaye Lall, both 24, were arrested early 
Monday on charges including strangulation and 
endangering the welfare of a child. The fight 
happened in front of their infant child, who was 
unhurt. Alex Lall also faces an additional charge 
of second-degree harassment, authorities said.

QUEENS BOROUGH PRESIDENT DON- 
ovan Richards endorsed Johanna Carmona in 
the contentious race in the 37th Assembly Dis-
trict, the Sunnyside Post reports. Carmona, who 
is backed by the Queens County Democratic 
Party, is running against DSA-backed Claire 
Valdez and incumbent Juan Ardila in the up-
coming June primary. “Johanna Carmona rep-
resents the best of Queens and the future of our 
leadership,” Richards said.  

ASTORIA’S NUR THAI WAS AWARDED
best Halal food in Queens by the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce, Queens Post reports. “Nestled 
in the heart of Astoria, Nur Thai is proud to be 
a part of this vibrant community, and we are 
thrilled to be awarded first place in the inaugu-
ral Queens’ Chamber ‘Best Halal Restaurant’ 
competition! This achievement is a testament to 
our team’s exceptional quality and dedication to 
every dish we serve,” said Sazzad Hossain, di-
rector and COO of the Amani Hospitality Group, 
which operates Nur Thai. “We want to express 
our heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated staff, in-
cluding our talented chefs, skilled waitstaff and 
hardworking kitchen team, for their hard work 
and unwavering commitment to excellence. 
Their passion for bringing our customers authen-
tic flavors and exceptional service truly sets us 
apart. We also thank our loyal guests and the sup-
portive community for their trust and patronage. 
Their support has made this milestone possible.”

been in the works for the better part of Mayor 
Eric Adams’ two years in office.  

The meeting, held in the small Myrtle Ave-
nue office of Community Board 5, saw commu-
nity board members pepper city officials with 
questions about the details of the plan. At times, 
board members interrupted DCP’s presentation 
and instead sought answers from a Queens ur-
ban planning consultant who has already posi-
tioned himself as a major opponent to the City 
of Yes proposal. 

City of Yes for Housing Opportunity, the 
third portion of the city’s rezoning plan, is in-
tended to overhaul the city’s pre-existing zoning 
laws, and allow for more housing to be built in 
every neighborhood. The plan intends to serve 

as a counter to how housing is currently built: 
in large numbers in specific neighborhoods, like 
Long Island City or Flushing. 

The City of Yes Housing Opportunity plan 
includes provisions to allow for the building of 
apartments above commercial spaces, the end 
of parking mandates and other proposals. 

“'City of Yes for Housing Opportunity' pro-
posal – the most ambitious pro-housing propos-
al in New York City's history,” Mayor Eric Ad-
ams said at a kick-off for the proposal’s public 
review process last week. 

“To address this housing crisis, we need to 
think bigger and act faster, and that's what our 
plan does,” he added. “We are calling our city 

See story on page 2

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

The race for the coveted spot on Queens’ 
Surrogate Court bench is down to two. 

Queens attorney Donna Furey was booted 
from the ballot in court on Monday, leaving 
the upcoming race for Queens Surrogate Court 
judge between current judges Cassandra John-
son and Wendy Li. 

Though Furey, an Astoria-based attorney, 
was first ruled to be ineligible for the primary 
race by the city’s Board of Elections, a judge 
on Monday confirmed the ruling, finding that 
she didn’t have the requisite number of petition 
signatures to make the ballot. Furey’s attorneys 
didn’t even show up to court to argue the chal-
lenge, sources told the Eagle. 

Now, Johnson and Li will face off in the 
Democratic Primary race for the seat in June. 

With no Republican candidates vying for 
the seat, the race’s winner will almost certainly 
go on to win the general election for the seat in 
November. 

The election is arguably the most critical 
judicial race for the Queens County Democrat-
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Members of Queens Community Board 5 heard the proposal for the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity, a citywide plan intended to 
change zoning in the five boroughs.                 Eagle photo by Ryan Schwach

Judges Cassandra Johnson and Wendy Li will face off for the Democra�c primary race for 
Surrogate Court judge.      Photos via campaigns
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ic Party, whose preferred candidates 
have held the seat for decades. 

Johnson, who currently serves as 
a judge in Queens County Supreme 
Court, Civil Term, has received back-
ing from the county party, while Li, 
who currently sits as a jurist in Man-
hattan Civil Court, is running as an 
insurgent. 

With Furey now officially off the 
ballot, the surrogate judge race be-
comes simplified – it’s the county par-
ty against a well-funded challenger. 

Hank Sheinkopf, a political strat-
egist, said that Furey’s forced exit 
from the race likely will give a boost 
to Johnson.  

“It gives an advantage to the orga-
nization candidate,” Sheinkopf said. 

Johnson’s campaign, which chal-
lenged Furey’s petitions in court, did 
not respond to a request for comment 
on Monday. 

A representative for the Queens 
County Democratic Party also did 
not respond to the Eagle’s request for 
comment. 

In a statement, Li criticized the 
Queens County Democratic Par-
ty-backed candidate for fighting to 
get Furey off the ballot – though, 
challenging an opponent’s ballot petitions is a 
common practice. 

"In a democratic society everyone has the 
right to run for public office,” Li said. “The peo-
ple win when they have a choice at the polls, not 
when candidates are prevented from presenting 
their cases.”

Surrogate Court in New York City is often 
referred to as one of the last vestigates of “polit-
ical patronage” in the city. 

The court primarily deals with guardian-
ships, estates and wills, which means that large 
amounts of money are often up for question in 
the court. 

“It’s a big deal,” Sheinkopf said. 
The seat is currently held by Judge Peter 

Kelly. The judge was elected as a Supreme 
Court justice last year but has been appointed to 
serve as acting surrogate judge, serving out the 

Johnson and Li to face off in race for Surrogate Court judge
Continued from page 1

final year of his 14-year term on the Surrogate 
Court bench. 

Kelly will serve until the end of the year, 
when either Li or Johnson take to the bench. 

The Queens County Democratic Party is 
hoping it’s Johnson that heads to the court on 
Sutphin Boulevard.

Johnson’s rise through the ranks of Queens’ 
judiciary has been swift. 

Supported by the Queens County Democrat-
ic Party, she was first elected to Civil Court in 
2021.

In 2023, she was again selected by the 
Queens County Democratic Party to run on the 
party’s line for one of several Supreme Court 
vacancies in the borough. She won her election, 
becoming the first Haitian American woman to 
be elected to a State Supreme Court. 

A Queens native, Johnson attended St. 

John’s University in Queens for both her un-
dergraduate and law degrees. After graduating, 
she began working as an attorney with a private 
firm in Brooklyn for a year before she entered 
the city’s Human Resources Administration as 
a staff attorney. 

She spent the intervening years as a law sec-
retary, law clerk and briefly as a senior court 
attorney for the Law Department. She first was 
admitted to practice law in New York in 2007 
after graduating from St. John’s University 
School of Law. 

Johnson also currently serves as the corre-
sponding secretary for both the Queens County 
Women's Bar Association and the Macon B. Al-
len Black Bar Association. 

Her opponent and former judicial colleague, 
Li, was first elected as a judge in 2018, winning 
a race for Manhattan’s Civil Court. 

By Robert Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

The U.S. District Court for the Western Dis-
trict of New York has denied a preliminary in-
junction against the state’s law requiring back-
ground checks for ammunition sales. 

The decision counters a challenge led by the 
New York State Firearms Association.

New York Attorney General Letitia James, 
who is representing New York State in the mat-
ter, expressed her approval of the court’s deci-
sion, emphasizing the importance of stringent 
gun safety laws aimed at reducing gun violence. 

“Our gun safety laws are meant to protect 
New Yorkers and help the residents of this state 
live free from gun violence,” James said. 

“Part of these common sense laws is a 
strong background check provision for pur-
chasing ammunition, and this court decision 
will help keep that effort in place,” she added. 
“My office will continue to fiercely defend New 
York’s gun laws because we know that every 
New Yorker deserves to feel safe in their home 
and community.”

The law in question is part of New York’s 
Concealed Carry Improvement Act, enacted in 
2022, following the U.S. Supreme Court's rul-
ing in New York State Rifle & Pistol Associa-
tion v. Bruen, which mandated that individuals 
must pass a background check when purchasing 
ammunition. 

The lawsuit challenging this requirement 
was filed in September 2023 by the New York 
State Firearms Association and four individuals. 

The court found that the plaintiffs had 
not demonstrated a likelihood of success on 
the merits, allowing the law to remain active 
throughout the ongoing litigation.

Challenges to the legislation have succeed-
ed in the past. 

In late 2023, a Second Circuit Court of Ap-

peals struck down a provision of the law that 
required concealed carry permit applicants to 
disclose their social media accounts. 

It also struck down a portion of the law that 
banned possession by default on private proper-
ty or in places of worship. 

Court upholds New York's ammunition background check law

Since then, she’s sat in Kings 
County Criminal Court, Queens Civil 
Court and Manhattan Civil Court. 

Li, who grew up in China, spent a 
bulk of her career working as a private 
attorney. Li also served as a board 
director and secretary of the Asian 
American Judges Association of New 
York from 2020 to 2023.

Thus far, Li has vastly outraised 
Johnson, bringing in over $275,000 
in campaign contributions. Johnson 
has raised around $51,800, as per the 
latest filings with the New York State 
Campaign Finance Board, which 
were made in January. The next filing 
deadline isn’t until the end of May. 

Despite heavy restrictions on how 
judicial candidates can bring in money 
– they can’t raise money themselves 
and they are extremely limited in how 
they can pitch themselves to voters – 
Li has done well, though a number of 
large donations she’s received have 
come from outside of Queens. 

She brought in a $5,000 donation 
from a donor in Manhattan, and an-
other from a donor in Staten Island. 
She’s also brought in large sums from 
donors located in Long Island, Con-
necticut and New Jersey. 

During a recent interview unre-
lated to this story, Li chalked up the donations 
coming from those outside of Queens to the uni-
versality of the Surrogate Court race. 

“This is a local race in Queens,” Li told the 
Eagle. “However, I think that the importance is 
greater than that. Machine politics exists every-
where.”

Despite Li’s financial haul, Sheinkopf said 
that the now two-person raise is Johnson’s – 
and the Queens County Democratic Party’s – to 
lose. 

“It’s hard to imagine how the organization 
loses,” Sheinkopf said. “It would be a very po-
litically damaging loss.”

The race for Queens Surrogate Court is arguably the most critical judicial race for the Queens County Dem-
ocratic Party, whose preferred candidates have held the seat for decades.    Eagle file photo by Walter Karling

The U.S. District Court for the Western District in Buffalo has upheld the state's law re-
quiring background checks for ammunition sales, a decision praised by Attorney General 
Letitia James as crucial for enhancing public safety and reducing gun violence.

Wikimedia photo by Fortunate4Now
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Many city marshals have been disciplined for 
misconduct, chief investigator testifies

By Greg B. Smith
THE CITY

Over the last five years the city Department of 
Investigation has taken disciplinary action against 
nearly a dozen of the 28 city marshals who are re-
sponsible for collecting financial judgments and 
executing evictions, DOI Commissioner Jocelyn 
Strauber revealed Thursday.

During a hearing before the City Council’s 
Committee on Oversight and Investigations, 
Strauber did not provide details of the marshals’ 
actions but said her watchdog agency had filed 
disciplinary charges against 11 city marshals since 
2019.

Until now the only case that’s been publicly 
disclosed is DOI’s sanctioning of a city marshal 
named Vadim Barbarovich, who resigned in 2020 
after admitting that he’d moved to enforce finan-
cial judgments against debtors whose assets are 
located outside of New York City — assets that 
are outside the marshals’ jurisdiction.

During the hearing Strauber did not name the 
marshals who’ve faced sanctions, and DOI did 
not immediately provide THE CITY with a list of 
their names. But at least one other marshal, Ste-
phen Biegel, has been accused of doing the same 
thing Barbarovich did — imposing a lien to col-
lect on a debt from a bank account located outside 
New York City.

Marshals are tasked with enforcing court-or-
dered evictions and money judgments. They are 
unsalaried civilians appointed by the mayor to five-
year terms who are allowed to keep 5% of whatever 
they collect, but must turn over to city coffers 4.5% 
of the gross amount collected. Some marshals have 
collected more than $1 million annually.

In Biegel’s case, Zomongo.TV USA Inc., a 
Delaware-based marketing company, filed a civil 
suit against him in Manhattan Supreme Court on 
Wednesday alleging that he’d put a hold on funds 
in Zomongo’s account in an Arizona bank that has 
no New York branches. Biegel moved to seize 
$908,000 pertaining to a judgment for a default-
ed loan and another $45,000 in fees marshals are 
allowed to collect for their efforts called “pound-
age.”

Zomongo had obtained the loan from Capi-
tal Advance Services (CAS), one of 30 companies 
New York Attorney General Letitia James sued in 
March, labeling them a predatory lender who used 
misleading tactics and charged exorbitant inter-
est of more than 600% to small businesses. Zo-

mongo’s suit alleged that CAS “almost exclusive-
ly” relied on Biegel to enforce judgments against 
their debtors in New York.

In 2021 Zomongo asked the court to dismiss 
the levy imposed by Marshal Biegel and in 2022 
Lillian Wan, then a Brooklyn Supreme Court jus-

tice (now an appellate division judge), declared 
the levy void.

In the lawsuit filed Wednesday, Zomongo’s 
attorney, Ashlee Colonna Cohen, noted the sim-
ilarity to the DOI case against Barbarovich, the 
marshal who resigned in 2020.

In that case, DOI examined records related 
to 107 levies Barbarovich claimed to have served 
within New York City. DOI demanded documen-
tary proof of service and determined Barbarovich 
misrepresented to DOI that he’d personally served 
all 107.

DOI found his official records contained 
proof of personal service to only 15 of the levies.

Zomongo’s lawsuit accused Biegel of a “bra-
zen and intentional violation of his duties as a 
New York City marshal” and a “reckless disregard 
of statutes limiting his authority.” The suit alleged 
that levy imposed by Biegel “led to the demise of 
Plaintiff’s business.”

Biegel did not return a request from THE 
CITY seeking comment on the allegations spelled 
out in the suit.

During Thursday’s hearing, oversight com-
mittee chair Gale Brewer (D-Manhattan) pressed 
Strauber on DOI’s oversight of the marshals, not-
ing that she’d received complaints from the Legal 
Aid Society about marshals not providing tenants 
with proper notice of eviction two weeks before 
executing an eviction as required.

Strauber, who noted DOI had received 550 
complaints about city marshals and initiated 30 
investigations of them since 2019, noted that her 
agency has issued a directive to all city marshals 
about this requirement, and is working on setting 
up an internet portal where tenants and Legal Aid 
lawyers could get an immediate alert of a notice 
once it’s filed.

But she acknowledged that the portal is not 
yet up and running.

“It’s not clear to me that that portal is working 
the way we would like it to be,” she said.

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

Department of Investigation Commissioner Jocelyn Strauber speaks at the Jacob Javits 
Federal Building, Feb. 6, 2024. Credit: Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY
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Third Parties Will Affect Presidential Race, 
But Laws Will Prevent Them From Winning

By Barry C. Burden
The Conversation

Once again, the U.S. is entering a pres-
idential campaign with some voters ex-
pressing curiosity about independent and 
minor-party candidates. None of those can-
didates has a real shot at victory in Novem-
ber, but they might influence the race and 
politics beyond the election.

There was a time about a century ago 
when minor-party and independent can-
didates were a prominent feature of the 
U.S. political system. While mostly limit-
ed to victories in state and local elections, 
they offered perspectives screened out by 
the Democrats and Republicans, on issues 
ranging from immigration to trade.

Occasionally, a promising presiden-
tial candidate will bring issues from out-
side the two-party system. Wealthy busi-
nessman H. Ross Perot won 19% of the 
popular vote in 1992 on a message op-
posing free trade and federal budget defi-
cits. George Wallace’s segregationist plat-
form allowed him to win electoral votes in 
five southern states in 1968. Progressive 
Robert La Follette picked up 16% of the 
vote in 1924 while railing against corpo-
rate power and corruption.

As a scholar of political parties, I 
find these cases remarkable because the 
U.S. political system generally reinforces 
two-party dominance.

Scaring away minor parties
A theory outlined by French schol-

ar and jurist Maurice Duverger says that a 
system where a single person who gets the 
most votes wins office – as is the case with 
most prominent elections in the U.S. – will 
tend to foster two big parties.

The effect of what’s known as “Du-
verger’s law” often scares away mi-
nor-party supporters when the major-par-
ty race becomes competitive. Those 
minor-party supporters want to avoid 
spoiling the election by tilting it to the 
party they like least.

In addition, growth of the federal gov-
ernment has discouraged local alterna-
tives to the two major parties that pop up in 
more decentralized systems. It seems that 
the more political discourse is focused on 
national political issues rather than state 
and local concerns, the more that state par-
ties come to resemble their national coun-
terparts.

Making it hard to run
The Democrats and Republicans are 

not passive observers of Duverger’s law. 
The two major parties have largely run mi-
nor-party competitors out of business in in-
tentional ways.

First, Democratic and Republican of-
ficeholders adopt laws making it more 
difficult for others to run. Creation of the 
secret ballot around the turn of the 19th 
century provided one such opportunity. 
In nearly every state, lawmakers adopted 
state-created ballots and then banned bal-
lot “fusion,” a once-widespread practice 
that allows multiple parties to nominate the 
same candidate.

Fusion would allow small parties to 
hitch a ride on big-name candidates with-
out their supporters being concerned about 
“spoiling” the election. For example, if the 
Libertarian Party also endorsed a Republi-
can presidential candidate, voters inclined 
toward the Libertarians could vote for the 
candidate that both parties endorsed. This 
allowed voters to support their preferred 
parties without jeopardizing the GOP’s 

chances of defeating the Democratic nom-
inee.

Legislators also implemented “sore 
loser” laws over the course of the 20th cen-
tury. These laws prevent candidates who 
fail to win primaries from running in the 
general election, stopping a candidate ini-
tially inside a party from then running out-
side the two-party structure.

While major parties guaranteed them-
selves lines on the ballot by making sure 
state laws put their parties on ballots, mi-
nor-party and independent candidates must 
gather signatures on petitions to compete. 

Requiring more signatures tends to reduce 
the number of candidates who appear on 
the ballot. Although lawsuits brought by 
candidates have led to some rules around 
petitioning to be struck down, it remains a 
significant hurdle in many states.

The major parties often marginalize 
minor parties by co-opting minor-party 
concerns into their platforms. Especially 
when a new party or independent candi-
date attracts support around a neglected is-
sue, at least one of the major parties will try 
to weave it into their appeals.

In the New Deal era, Democrats tacked 

in a liberal direction after being challenged 
by the Populist Party, which had champi-
oned policies for labor unions and farmers. 
After seeing Perot draw so much support 
for his reform proposals in 1992, Repub-
licans corralled many of his supporters in 
the 1994 midterm elections by advocating 
for ideas Perot had advanced, such as a bal-
anced budget amendment to the Constitu-
tion and congressional term limits.

Nationalized politics
Current times might seem ripe for an 

independent or minor-party candidate for 
president. The public generally wants more 
than two choices. There is widespread dis-
satisfaction with the two major parties and 
the people they will likely nominate to run 
for president.

There is little doubt that the Democrats 
and Republicans have become highly po-
larized on policy issues and their political 
styles. It is tempting to believe that polar-
ization of the major parties opens more op-
portunities for less ideological parties to 
compete. This would mimic the late 19th 
century in the U.S., when major-party po-
larization was high and minor parties were 
frequent competitors.

But polarization actually discourag-
es flirting with a minor party because the 
costs of losing are greater.

The current era differs from the late 
19th century because in earlier periods of 
U.S. history voter concerns were more pa-
rochial, media outlets were more local-
ly oriented and parties were mostly state-
based entities. That left a lot of room for 
third-party progressives in the upper Mid-
west and conservative Dixiecrats in the 
South to find support.

Lately, party politics has become na-
tionalized, and national issues dominate 
even local politics. The homogenization of 
party politics across the country over the 
past century has led to greater similarity in 
a party’s platforms across the states. Near-
ly every political issue that arises coincides 
with the alignment between the major par-
ties, rather than being taken up by a splin-
ter group in a state or region.

Chicken and egg
There are substantial hurdles to mi-

nor-party success. On one hand, a cam-
paign organized around a single individu-
al such as Perot or Wallace can get hung 
up on the liabilities of that person, and the 
organization can evaporate when its leader 
leaves the scene.

On the other hand, a campaign orga-
nized around a larger movement or set of 
ideas can suffer from the lack of a com-
pelling figure to lead it. The Green Par-
ty is reasonably well organized and often 
gets on the ballot, but it is missing an atten-
tion-grabbing leader. The group No Labels 
tried to gain ballot access for a bipartisan 
ticket in 2024 but failed because it could 
not identify compelling candidates.

Although a third party is not likely to 
have much electoral success anytime soon, 
they do enrich American politics.

The campaigns of Perot in 1992 
and Ralph Nader and Pat Buchanan in 
2000 increased overall voter turnout. In-
jecting new ideas and forcing the major 
parties to incorporate a wider array of in-
terests remain the most tangible results of 
minor-party and independent campaigns.

Barry C. Burden is a professor of po-
litical science and director of the Elections 
Research Center at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison.

Ralph Nader, consumer advocate and former third-party presidential candidate, stands 
in front of a model of a 1960s-era Corvair at the American Museum of Tort Law in Con-
necticut. AP photo by Jessica Hill

American millionaire and political candidate Ross Perot is seen in 1970 in Vietnam, 
where he was trying to get information on American prisoners of war. AP photo
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Megan Valentine Tackles 
Something New

By Andy Furman
Brooklyn Daily Eagle

Megan Valentine has always been 
ahead of the curve.

The director of athletics and recreation 
at St. Joseph’s University, Brooklyn has 
been a believer to “see it – and be in it.”

And she will be at it again on Satur-
day, May 18, when St. Joseph’s Universi-
ty, Brooklyn hosts the very first women’s 
Evolution Flag Football Clinic at The Hill 
Center, 212 Vanderbilt Ave., Brooklyn.

“Women’s flag football is growing,” 
Valentine told the Eagle last week in a 
phone conversation. “The numbers are ex-
ploding.”

In fact, Valentine claims women’s flag 
football is the fastest growing sport among 
high school and college women. “Proba-
bly, women’s wrestling is right next to flag 
football,” she said.

The daylong clinic commences at 10 
a.m. with a session recommended for par-
ticipants with fewer than two years of ex-
perience participating in girls’ flag football, 
Valentine notes. The second clinic session 
is set for 3 p.m. with participants with more 
than two years of experience in flag com-
petition.

And those clinics will serve as book-
ends to a “Women in Football” panel dis-
cussion.

“I did a lot of networking and cold call-
ing to fill our panel,” Valentine says.

It shows.
Dana Sparling, executive director of 

the Women’s Gridiron Foundation and for-
mer VP of Operations and general manag-
er of the New York Sharks Women’s tackle 
football team (2002-2018), as well as a re-
ceiver for the U.S. National Flag team will 
serve as a panelist.

Need we say more?
But dare we do.
Kandice Mitchell, a Team USA Tack-

le Football team member; LaTonja Lee, 
former athletic trainer for the New York 
Sharks women’s pro football team; and 
Sarah Parady, director of on-campus re-
cruiting and social media for Columbia 
University football, are also panelists.

For the participants, the clinics will pro-
vide skills and flag football drills, according 
to Valentine. “Our clinicians,” she says, “will 
be a mixed group of men and women.”

Joining Sparling as a clinician will 
be Jim Kelly, former head sprint football 
coach at Caldwell University; Don Sellari, 

former safety and linebacker at Rutgers 
University; and Frank DeMaio, former 
quarterback at Caldwell University and the 
program’s career leader in yards, comple-
tions, and touchdowns.

The growth of Women ‘s flag football 
certainly goes far beyond The Hill Center 
at St. Joseph’s University.

The NFL is even involved.
The New York Jets’ support of girls’ 

flag football began in 2011 with the Public 
Schools Athletic League (PSAL), becom-
ing the first NFL club to help launch a var-
sity girls’ flag football league.

“The Jets donated flag football belts 
and balls for us,” Valentine said. The New 
York Jets will support close to 200 girls’ 
flag football programs domestically in 
2024, according to published reports and 
over 3,000 participants.

While St. Joseph’s University may have 
plans to start an NCAA Division III flag 
football team, Valentine says the school 
will probably start with a club-based team 
at first.

Presently, there are 15 National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) 
colleges that offer women’s flag football. 
Four of those schools are in Florida, the 
rest are suited mostly in varying Midwest 
and Southern states, including: Kansas, 
Louisiana, Nebraska, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Mississippi. 
Others are located in California.

The first NCAA school to launch a 
women’s flag football program was Im-
maculata University in Pennsylvania. “The 
Atlantic East Conference,” said Valentine, 
“now competes in women’s flag football.”

Megan Valentine is always looking for 
firsts. Prior to joining St. Joseph’s Univer-
sality, she was the first woman to hold the 
title of director of intercollegiate athletics 
at SUNY Polytechnic Institute.

While serving in an athletic administra-
tive role at SUNY Fredonia, Valentine in-
troduced a pioneering seminar on “Engag-
ing and Empowering Female Leaders in 
Intercollegiate Athletics.”

And while women’s flag football may 
a Jenny-come-lately to the athletic scene, 
Megan Valentine and St. Joseph’s Univer-
sity are ready for the challenge.

It is nothing new for her.
Evolution Girls Football Clinic will 

take place on Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., at St. Joseph’s University, The 
Hill Center, 212 Vanderbilt Ave. Registra-
tion will cost $100, $25 for the panel dis-
cussion only. Visit sjbkathletics.com/gff-
clinic to register.

Andy Furman is a Fox Sports Radio 
national talk show host. Previously, he 
was a scholastic sports columnist for the 
Brooklyn Eagle. He may be reached at: 
andyf@brooklyneagle.com Twitter: @An-
dyFurmanFSR

PORTSSS

Megan Valentine, the director of athletics and recreation at St. Joseph’s University, 
Brooklyn. Photo courtesy of St. Joseph’s University Athletics

A girls’ flag football game in a New York City park. NYC Parks Department photo

A promo for the upcoming Evolution Girls’ Flag Football Clinic at St. Joseph’s College in Brooklyn.  Courtesy of St. Joseph’s University Athletics
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PHOENIX — Contortion is legal — anything to stop a grounder: San Diego Padres’ Manny Macha-
do falls after stopping a base hit by Arizona Diamondbacks’ Lourdes Gurriel Jr. during the sixth inning of 
a baseball game, Saturday, May 4, 2024, in Phoenix. Photo: Matt York/AP

LOUISVILLE — Galloping in the mud, fighting for the rail: Brian Hernandez Jr. rides Thorpedo Anna, 
right, to win he 150th running of the Kentucky Oaks horse race at Churchill Downs Friday, May 3, 2024, in 
Louisville, KY. Photo: Abbie Parr/AP

LOUISVILLE — One of many curiosities… In addition to the unpre-
dictable array of horses’ names, the Kentucky Derby always offers an 
array of striking hats. Shown here, the hat of a race fan as she walks 
through the grounds of Churchill Downs before the 150th running of 
the Kentucky Derby horse race Saturday, May 4, 2024, in Louisville, KY.

Photo: Charlie Riedel/AP

 Our
 World In
Pictures

CHINA — You won’t see 
this in the Kentucky Derby: 
An artist performs a horse-rid-
ing skill in the “Historic ode 
to the horses”, a traditional 
horse riding show at the Inner 
Mongolia Ethnic Minorities 
Cultural Sports Center during 
a five-day holiday for inter-
national labor day in Hohhot, 
north China’s Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region, Friday, 
May 3, 2024.

Photo: Andy Wong/AP
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 Our
 World In
Pictures

LAS VEGAS — ‘If mouth-
guards could speak, that’s 
a big OUCH…’: Jaime Mun-
guia lands a left to Canelo Al-
varez in a super middleweight 
title fight Saturday, May 4, 
2024, in Las Vegas.

Photo: John Locher/AP

SEATTLE — Are these guys praying, or butting, or both? Seattle Sounders FC midfielders Léo Chú, 
left, and Cristian Roldan, far right, try to get on the end of a corner kick against Los Angeles Galaxy mid-
fielder Daniel Aguirre (37) and defender John Nelson during the second half of an MLS soccer match, Sun-
day, May 5, 2024, in Seattle. Photo: Jennifer Buchanan/The Seattle Times via AP

ST. PETERSBURG — A group of cadets sing a cappella Barry Ma-
nilow’s hit “Feelings”... NOT: Russian Navy cadets march during a 
rehearsal for the Victory Day military parade at Dvortsovaya (Palace) 
Square in St. Petersburg, Russia, Sunday, May 5, 2024. The parade will 
take place at St. Petersburg’s Palace Square on May 9 to celebrate 79 
years since the victory in WWII. Photo: Dmitri Lovetsky/AP

MADRID — ‘OHHH, the humanity!’: Andrey Rublev, of Russia, reacts during a final match against Fe-
lix Auger-Aliassime, of Canada, at the Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, May 5, 
2024. Photo: Manu Fernandez/AP
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For Legal Advertising in the Queens Daily 
Eagle and assistance filing notices

Contact Gina Ong, Legal Advertising Manager 
Legals@queenspublicmedia.com 

718-422-7402
For name changes, contact Kat Ramus: 

917-597-6232

10% OFFALL BRICK WORK ONCHIMNEY HOUSINGMENTION AD FOR DISCOUNT

WE SPECIALIZE IN STAINLESS STEEL LINING SYSTEMS

Full Camera
Inspections

Always Affordable 
Chimney Inc.

We do more than just sweep chimneys!

Fully Licensed & Insured
www.alwaysaffordablechimney.com
855-244-6880 • 516-830-0166

81 East Cedar Street • Massepequa, NY 11758

 

BOILER FLUE CLEANING
Starting at $99 for residential;

call for commercial quotes

FIREPLACE CLEANING
Starting at $299

• Stainless Steel Chimney Relining Systems
• Stainless Steel Caps
• Tuck Pointing
  (replacing the motar between bricks)

• Expert Masonry Repairs

MUST MENTION THIS
AD WHEN SCHEDULING
YOUR APPOINTMENT

TO HONOR THIS PRICING

• Cleaning Fireplace and Furnace Flues
• Level l, ll and lll Chimney Inspections
• Chimney Caps Supplied and Installed
• Violations Corrected
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

CONCRETE & BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

B. CORONA CONSTRUCTION CORP.

CALL 917-500-0285

Specializing in: 
Brick & Block (Patio)

Sidewalks, Driveways, Stoops
Handicap Ramps

Interlock Brick Paving
Brick Pointing, Carpentry, Basements,

Roofing & Waterproofing

10%
Discount
with Ad

• Senior Discount
• Free Estimate
LIC # 2105271

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

FRANCISCO'S TREE SERVICE
O: (516) 546-4971 | C: (516) 852-5415

• Tree Removal
• Planting
• Stumps

Land Clearing • 
Fertilization • 

Topping • 
FREE ESTIMATES

Lic./Ins.

447 Broadway, 2nd FL #264, New York, NY 10013
67-43 Myrtle Ave, Glendale, NY 11385

ALL TYPES OF ROOFS
•
• Repair on Flat Roofs
• Brick Pointing & Repair
• Rubber Roof Installation
• Leak Detection & Repair 

• Thorocoat Waterproof Coating
•
• Installation & Repair of Shingle Roofs
• Repair & Roof Coating of All Types
• Skylight & Hatch Replacement

Our company is a family owned and 
operated company.

We stand by all our work and strive to give
you the job your hard-earned money 

has paid for.
All our work backed by warranties

and your satisfaction is guaranteed.

A+ Better Business Bureau Rating
20% OFF with this ad

Call for FREE Estimates Today!

NEWHEIGHTSCONSTRUCTIONLLC.com
NYC Lic# 1191201

800-525-5102  • 718-767-0044
NewHeightsConstructionNYC@gmail.com

SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS
Waterproo�ng, Gutters, So�t & Fascia Repair, and more!

FENCES, DECKS & AWNINGS
Wood Cedar, PVC, Stainless Steel, Chain Link, 

Pressure Treated & Composite Decking
KITCHEN & BATH

Complete Renovation And Remodeling,
Expert Tile, Granite & Quartz
MASONRY WORK

Concrete Sidewalk Violation, Porches, Brick & Granite, 
Steps Paver Stones, Brick Pointing, Stucco, etc.

INTERIOR FLOORING & PAINTING

 

NEW HEIGHTS CONSTRUCTION LLC
GET READY FOR SPRING!

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER, MASTERCARD)

CALL 917-642-0195

SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN
FOR PERSONALIZED SERVICE & BEST PRICES

GET READY FOR SPRING!

Rabbinical Seminary of America

in Kew Gardens Hills, NY is seeking RFP bids
for CCTV, Access Control, Door and Window Hardening, 

Network Servers & Computers.
Specifications and bid requirements can be obtained by calling 

Michoel at 561-460-5398
All interested parties will be required to sign for the proposal 

documents and provide primary contact information.
Bids should be submitted by May 30, 2024 & some grant work 
is to be completed by June 30, 2024 & some work by 12/31/24.

RSA is an equal opportunity employer. MWBE vendors are 
encouraged to apply to this solicitation.

TO PLACE A LEGAL AD 
Contact Gina Ong,  

Legal Advertising Manager 
Legals@queenspublicmedia.com
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Denial and uncertainty are looming over a Biden-
Trump rematch 6 months out from Election Day

By Steve Peoples and Zeke Miller
Associated Press

This North Carolina voter is nervous.
Will Rikard, a 49-year-old father of two, was 

among several hundred Democrats who stood and 
cheered for Joe Biden as the first-term president 
delivered a fiery speech recently about the billions 
of dollars he has delivered to protect the state’s 
drinking water.

But afterward, the Wilmington resident ac-
knowledged he is worried about Biden’s political 
standing in the looming rematch with former Re-
publican President Donald Trump.

“There’s not enough energy,” Rikard said of 
Biden’s coalition. “I think people are gonna need 
to wake up and get going.”

Exactly six months before Election Day, 
Biden and Trump are locked in the first contest 
in 112 years with a current and former president 
competing for the White House. It’s a race that is 
at once deeply entrenched and highly in flux as 
many voters are only just beginning to embrace 
the reality of the 2024 campaign.

Wars, trials, the independent candidacy of 
Robert Kennedy Jr. and deep divisions across 
America have injected extraordinary uncertain-
ty into a race for the White House in which ei-
ther man would be the oldest president ever sworn 
in on Inauguration Day. At the same time, policy 
fights over abortion, immigration and the econo-
my are raging on Capitol Hill and in statehouses.

Voters in denial
Hovering over it all is the disbelief of many 

voters, despite all evidence to the contrary, that 
Biden and Trump — their respective parties’ pre-
sumptive nominees — will ultimately appear on 
the general election ballot this fall.

“I think we have an electorate that’s going 
through the stages of grief about this election,” 
said Sarah Longwell, who conducts regular fo-
cus groups with voters across the political spec-
trum as co-founder of Republican Voters Against 
Trump. “They’ve done denial — ‘Not these two, 
can’t possibly be these two.’ And I think they’re in 
depression now. I’m waiting for people to hit ac-
ceptance.”

Trump is in the midst of the first of potential-
ly four criminal trials and facing felony charges. 
The Constitution does not prevent him from as-
suming the presidency if convicted — or even if 
he is in prison.

Biden, who will turn 82 years old just weeks 
after Election Day, Nov. 5, is already the oldest 
president in U.S. history; Trump is 77.

Privately, Democratic operatives close to the 
campaign worry constantly about Biden’s health 
and voters’ dim perceptions of it. In recent weeks, 
aides have begun walking at Biden’s side as he 
strolls to and from Marine One, the presidential 
helicopter, on the White House South Lawn in an 
apparent effort to help mask the president’s stiff 
gait.

Still, neither party is making serious contin-
gency plans. Whether voters want to believe it or 
not, the general election matchup is all but set.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, a Demo-
crat, said many voters are recovering from what 
he called “a knock-down, drag-out fight” that was 
the 2020 presidential election.

“Many of them have not wrapped their heads 
around the fact that it is, in fact, going to be a re-
match,” Cooper said in an interview. “When they 
do, I don’t think there’s any question that Joe 
Biden is going to win the day.”

Getting to 270 electoral votes
Even before voters begin paying close atten-

tion, the political map in the fight for the 270 elec-
toral votes needed to win the presidency is already 
taking shape.

Biden’s campaign is increasingly optimis-
tic about North Carolina, a state he lost by just 
1 percentage point in 2020. Overall, the Demo-
cratic president’s reelection campaign has several 
hundred staff in more than 133 offices in the sev-
en most critical states: Georgia, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania, Arizona, Nevada, Wisconsin and North 
Carolina.

Trump’s team has barely begun to roll out 
swing-state infrastructure, although he cam-
paigned in Wisconsin and Michigan over the past 
week, sending a clear signal that he wants to block 

Biden’s path to reelection via the Democrats’ Mid-
western “blue wall.”

Trump campaign senior adviser Chris LaCi-
vita said Trump is making plans to invest new re-
sources in at least two other Democratic-leaning 
states.

At a private donor retreat in Florida on Satur-
day, LaCivita discussed the campaign’s plans to 
expand its electoral map into Virginia and Min-
nesota, based on the Trump team’s growing opti-
mism that both states are within reach.

“We have a real opportunity to expand the 
map here,” LaCivita told The Associated Press. 
“The Biden campaign has spent tens of millions 
of dollars on TV ads and in their ‘vaunted ground 
game’. And they have nothing to show for it.”

Biden’s campaign welcomed Trump’s team 
to spend money in Democratic states. “The Biden 
campaign is going to relentlessly focus on the 
pathway to 270 electoral votes, and that’s what 
our efforts represent,” campaign communications 
director Michael Tyler said.

Biden has been spending far more aggres-
sively on election infrastructure and advertising 
heading into the six-month stretch toward Elec-
tion Day.

In the eight weeks since Trump essential-
ly clinched the Republican nomination, his cam-
paign has spent virtually nothing on television ad-
vertising, according to the media tracking firm 
AdImpact. Outside groups aligned with Trump 
have spent just over $9 million.

Over the same period, AdImpact found, Biden 
and his allies have spent more than $29 million 
spread across Michigan, Arizona, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin.

Trump’s team has been unusually conserva-
tive, in part, to avoid the perceived mistakes of 
2020, when his campaign essentially ran out of 
money and was forced to cut back on advertis-
ing in the election’s critical final days, but also be-
cause it has struggled to reignite its appeal with 
small donors and because of the diversion of some 
dollars to the former president’s legal defense.

Trump’s team insists it will soon ramp up its 
advertising and on-the-ground infrastructure, al-
though LaCivita refused to offer any specifics.

Voters underwhelmed 
with their options

It is clear that Biden and Trump have serious 
work to do to improve their standing with voters.

While optimistic in public, Biden allies pri-
vately acknowledge that his approval ratings may 
be lower than Democrat Jimmy Carter’s numbers 
at this point in his presidency. Trump’s ratings are 
not much better.

Public polling consistently shows that voters 
don’t like their 2024 options.

Only about 2 in 10 Americans say they would 
be excited by Biden (21%) or Trump (25%) be-
ing elected president, according to an AP-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research poll conduct-
ed in March. Only about one-quarter of voters in 
the survey say they would be satisfied about each.

A CNN poll conducted in April found that 
53% of registered voters say they are dissatis-
fied with the presidential candidates they have to 
choose from in this year’s election.

Another major wild card is Kennedy, a mem-
ber of the storied political dynasty and an anti-vac-
cine conspiracy theorist who is running as an in-
dependent. Both major campaigns are taking him 
seriously as a potential spoiler, with Trump’s al-
lies notably ramping up their criticism of Kenne-
dy in recent days.

Biden’s plan to remind voters what 
Trump presidency was like

For now, Biden’s team is most focused on re-
minding voters of Trump’s divisive leadership. 
Three years after Trump left office, there is a sense 
that some voters may have forgotten what it was 
like with the former reality television star in the 
Oval Office — or his efforts to overturn the 2020 
election that have landed him in legal peril.

“The plan is reminding voters of what life was 
like with Trump and also demonstrating to voters 
that the ways in which the world feels uncertain 
to them now are not, in fact, caused by the pres-
ident, but can actually be navigated by this presi-
dent,” Biden pollster Molly Murphy told the AP. 
“Voters will trust his leadership and stewardship, 
knowing that things can be a lot worse if it’s Don-
ald Trump.”

Biden’s team is also betting that fierce back-
lash to new restrictions on abortion, which Trump 
and Republicans have largely championed, will 
drive voters to Democrats like it did in the 2022 
midterm election and 2023 state races.

But Biden’s success also is dependent on the 
Democrat’s ability to reassemble his winning co-
alition from 2020 at a time when enthusiasm is 
lagging among critical voting blocs, including 
Blacks, young voters and Arab Americans un-
happy over the president’s handling of the war in 
Gaza.

Trump’s plan to turn his legal 
woes into advantage

Trump has been forced to adapt his cam-
paign to his first criminal trial in New York. 
Prosecutors allege he committed financial fraud 
to hide hush money payments to a porn actor, 

Stormy Daniels, who says she had a sexual en-
counter with Trump. He denies her claim and has 
pleaded not guilty.

For now, Trump is forced to attend the tri-
al most weekdays. A verdict is likely still weeks 
away. And after that, he faces the prospect of more 
trials related to his efforts to overturn the 2020 
election and his handling of classified documents. 
The Supreme Court is weighing whether Trump 
should be granted immunity, or partial immunity, 
for the actions he took while in office.

Trump over the past week wedged in cam-
paign stops around his court schedule, rallying 
voters in Wisconsin and Michigan, where the 
abortion debate is raging.

Trump seemed to be searching for a way to 
lessen the political sting from the upheaval over 
the Supreme Court’s overturning of national abor-
tion rights. The former president suggested the is-
sue will ultimately bring the country together as 
states carve out differing laws.

“A lot of bad things will happen beyond the 
abortion issue if you don’t win elections, with 
your taxes and everything else,” he told Michi-
gan voters.

Trump’s camp privately maintains that his un-
precedented trial in New York will dominate the 
news — and voters’ attention — for the foresee-
able future. His campaign has largely stopped try-
ing to roll out unrelated news during the trial.

Even if Trump were to be convicted by the 
New York jury, his advisers insist the fundamen-
tals of the election will not change. Trump has 
worked aggressively to undermine public con-
fidence in the charges against him. Meanwhile, 
more traditional issues work in his favor, includ-
ing stubbornly high inflation and the situation at 
the U.S.-Mexico border, in the view of the Trump 
team.

LaCivita said that such issues constantly re-
inforce Biden’s weakness as “the news of the day 
keeps getting worse.”

Both sides seem to agree that the dynamics of 
the race may yet shift dramatically based on any 
number of factors, from how the economy fares 
or the course of the wars in Gaza and Ukraine to 
crime or migration trends or other foreseen events. 
Potential candidate debates this fall could be an-
other wild card.

Such uncertainty, said Biden’s battleground 
states director Dan Kanninen, can play to their fa-
vor.

“That dynamic is an opportunity as much as a 
challenge for us,” he said, “because we will have 
the resources, the infrastructure and the operation 
built to be engaging voters throughout all those 
difficult waters.”

In this combination photo, President Joe Biden speaks May 2, 2024, in Wilmington, N.C., left, and Republican presidential candidate 
former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, May 1, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Just six months before Election Day, Biden 
and Trump are locked into the first presidential rematch in 68 years that is at once deeply entrenched and highly in flux as many vot-
ers are only just beginning to embrace the reality of the 2024 presidential election.  AP Photo
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By Stan Choe
Associated Press

U.S. stocks rose Monday 
and added to their gains from 
last week, as technology com-
panies once again led the way.

The S&P 500 rose 52.95, 
or 1%, to 5,180.74. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
added 176.59, or 0.5%, to 
38,852.27, and the Nasdaq 
composite jumped 192.92, or 
1.2%, to 16,349.25.

Tech stocks were at the 
forefront, with familiar ring-
leaders Nvidia and Super Mi-
cro Computer again pulling 
the market higher. They’ve 
had a couple hiccups recent-
ly, but a frenzy around artifi-
cial-intelligence technology 
has Nvidia up 86.1% for the 
year so far after Monday’s 
3.8% gain. Super Micro is up 
192.1% after its gain of 6.1%.

Vistra, an electricity and 
power generation compa-
ny, rose 2.1% after investors 
learned it will join the wide-
ly tracked S&P 500 index on 
Wednesday. Freshpet jumped 
10.4% after reporting better 
results than expected in large 
part because it sold 30% more 
food for cats and dogs, and 
Berkshire Hathaway added 1% 
after Warren Buffett’s compa-
ny reported its latest quarterly 
results over the weekend.

They helped to offset a 
9.7% slide for Spirit Airlines, 
which reported a slightly 
worse loss than expected. 
The carrier said it’s facing in-
creased competition in many 
of its markets, particularly 
between the United States and 
Latin America.

Apple slipped 0.9% after 
Berkshire Hathaway revealed 
it had pared its stake in the 
tech giant.

The U.S. stock market has 
been swinging sharply since 
setting a record at the end of 
March. It sunk for weeks on 
fears that stubbornly high in-
flation would prevent or at 
least delay the Federal Re-
serve from delivering the 
cuts to interest rates that Wall 
Street craves.

But markets found a burst 
of optimism at the end of 
last week following a cool-
er-than-expected jobs report. 
It suggested the U.S. economy 
could nail the tightrope walk 
of staying strong enough to 

Wall Street rises to add 
to last week’s gains

avoid a bad recession, but not 
so firm that it puts too much 
upward pressure on inflation.

Goldman Sachs economist 
David Mericle said he still 
expects two cuts to rates this 
year, in July and November, 
after Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
“pushed back strongly against 
the possibility of further rate 
hikes” at his press conference 
last week.

This upcoming week won’t 
include such highly anticipat-
ed events as last week’s Fed 
meeting or monthly jobs re-
port. The bulk of companies in 
the S&P 500 have also already 
reported their results for the 
first three months of the year, 
with more than three-quarters 
of them topping profit expec-
tations, according to FactSet.

But several more big 
names are still on the way 
this week, including The Walt 
Disney Co. and Uber Technol-
ogies.

In the bond market, which 
has been dictating much of 
the action in the stock market 
recently, Treasury yields held 
mostly steady.

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury edged down to 
4.49%, from 4.50% late Fri-
day. The two-year Treasury 
yield, which more closely 
tracks expectations for the 
Fed, was also relatively little 
changed.

Traders are betting on a 
nearly 89% chance that the 
Fed will cut its main interest 
rate at least once before the 
end of the year, according to 
data from CME Group. That’s 
up from from an 81.6% prob-
ability seen a week earlier. 
Lower rates would help ease 
the pressure on the economy 
and financial system.

In stock markets abroad, 
several exchanges were closed 
for holidays. Indexes rose 
relatively modestly in France 
and Hong Kong. They jumped 
1% in Germany and 1.2% in 
Shanghai.

Corporate profit reports 
have been better than expect-
ed not just in the United States 
but also in Europe and Japan, 
according to strategists at 
Deutsche Bank. Global earn-
ings growth is on track for 
a second straight quarter of 
growth following four consec-
utive declines.

2nd department/ public legal notices
NOTICE OF SALE   

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, U.S. BANK TRUST NATION-
AL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS 
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR VRMTG AS-
SET TRUST, PLAINTIFF, VS. STANLEY 
CHUNG A. HING A/K/A STANLEY C. 
HING IF LIVING, AND IF HE/SHE BE 
DEAD, ANY AND ALL PERSONS UN-
KNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, ET AL., DEFEN-
DANT(S).  PURSUANT TO AN ORDER 
AMENDING CAPTION, CONFIRMING 
REFEREE’S REPORT AND JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY 
ENTERED ON MARCH 13, 2024, I, THE 
UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE OUT-
SIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS COUN-
TY SUPREME COURT, 88-11 SUTPHIN 
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435 ON 
JUNE 7, 2024 AT 11:45 A.M., PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 104-53 121ST STREET, 
SOUTH RICHMOND HILL, NY 11419.  
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BE-
ING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY 
OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK, BLOCK 9575 AND LOT 52.  AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $300,339.78 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS.  PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX #709309/2019.  CASH 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  THE REFER-
EE SHALL COMPLY WITH THE ELEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S COVID-19 
POLICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.  
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE 
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE’S 
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON 
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIVIL 
TERM WEBSITE.  ERIC D. SUBIN, ESQ., 
REFEREE  KNUCKLES, KOMOSINSKI 
& MANFRO, LLP, 120 WHITE PLAINS 
ROAD, SUITE 215, TARRYTOWN, NEW 
YORK 10591, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-
TIFF

#217103

NOTICE OF SALE    
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, US BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE 
FOR TRUMAN 2016 SC6 TITLE TRUST, 
PLAINTIFF, VS. NOEMI TARIO, DEFEN-
DANT(S).  PURSUANT TO A JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE 
DULY ENTERED ON JUNE 22, 2023, I, 
THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE 
OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS 
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 88-11 
SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, 
NY 11435 ON JUNE 7, 2024 AT 10:45 
A.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS 129-37 
153RD STREET, JAMAICA, NY 11434.  
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THERE-
ON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK, BLOCK 12258 AND LOT 
8.  APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDG-
MENT IS $615,979.90 PLUS INTEREST 
AND COSTS.  PREMISES WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED 
JUDGMENT INDEX #714497/2016.  
THE REFEREE SHALL COMPLY WITH 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S 
COVID-19 POLICIES CONCERNING 
PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF FORECLOSED 
PROPERTIES. THESE POLICIES, ALONG 
WITH THE QUEENS COUNTY FORE-
CLOSURE’S AUCTION RULES, CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE QUEENS SUPREME 
COURT - CIVIL TERM WEBSITE.  ELIZA-
BETH GILL, ESQ., REFEREE  FRIEDMAN 
VARTOLO LLP, 85 BROAD STREET, 
SUITE 501, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
10004, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 
FIRM FILE NO.: 171137-1

#217187

NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK  COUNTY OF QUEENS  
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS INDENTURE TRUST-
EE FOR AMERICAN HOME MORT-
GAGE INVESTMENT TRUST 2007-A, 
-AGAINST-  FAZAL M HAFEEZ, ET AL.   
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT 
TO A FINAL JUDGMENT OF FORECLO-
SURE ENTERED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE COUNTY OF QUEENS 
ON OCTOBER 31, 2023, WHEREIN 
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS INDENTURE TRUST-
EE FOR AMERICAN HOME MORT-
GAGE INVESTMENT TRUST 2007-A 
IS THE PLAINTIFF AND FAZAL M HA-
FEEZ, ET AL. ARE THE DEFENDANT(S).  

I, THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION RAIN OR 
SHINE ON THE COURTHOUSE STEPS 
OF THE QUEENS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 88-11 SUTPHIN BLVD., JA-
MAICA, NY 11435, ON MAY 17, 2024 
AT 12:00PM, PREMISES KNOWN AS 
103-24 FARMERS BOULEVARD, JAMAI-
CA, NY 11433; AND THE FOLLOWING 
TAX MAP IDENTIFICATION:  10368-57.  
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THERE-
ON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK               PREMISES WILL 
BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS 
OF FILED JUDGMENT INDEX NO.: 
711107/2015. STEPHEN D. HANS, ESQ. 
- REFEREE. ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC 
900 MERCHANTS CONCOURSE, SUITE 
310, WESTBURY, NEW YORK 11590, AT-
TORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF. ALL FORE-
CLOSURE SALES WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED IN ACCORDANCE WITH COVID-19 
GUIDELINES INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND MASK WEARING. *LOCATION OF 
SALE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DAY OF IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH COURT/CLERK 
DIRECTIVES.

#216413

NOTICE OF SALE    
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTI-
ANA TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT 
AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM MORT-
GAGE ACQUISITION TRUST, PLAIN-
TIFF, VS. PARBOTTIE RODRIGUEZ, 
ET AL., DEFENDANT(S).  PURSUANT 
TO AN ORDER CONFIRMING REF-
EREE REPORT AND JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY EN-
TERED ON FEBRUARY 2, 2022, I, THE 
UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE OUT-
SIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS COUN-
TY SUPREME COURT, 88-11 SUTPHIN 
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435 ON 
JUNE 7, 2024 AT 11:00 A.M., PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 115-36 122ND STREET, 
SOUTH OZONE PARK, NY 11420. ALL 
THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILDINGS 
AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BE-
ING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY 
OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK, BLOCK 11665 AND LOT 24. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $749,851.58 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX #705214/2017.  CASH 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  THE REFER-
EE SHALL COMPLY WITH THE ELEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S COVID-19 
POLICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES. 
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE 
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE’S 
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON 
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIV-
IL TERM WEBSITE.  BRANDI P. KLINE-
BERG, ESQ., REFEREE  KNUCKLES & 
MANFRO, LLP, 120 WHITE PLAINS 
ROAD, SUITE 215, TARRYTOWN, NEW 
YORK 10591, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-
TIFF

#216850

NOTICE OF SALE    
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, WILMINGTON SAVINGS 
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTI-
ANA TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT 
AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM MORT-
GAGE ACQUISITION TRUST, PLAIN-
TIFF, VS. THERESA SOTO, ET AL., DE-
FENDANT(S).  PURSUANT TO A 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE AND 
SALE DULY ENTERED ON DECEMBER 
12, 2023, I, THE UNDERSIGNED REFER-
EE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON 
THE OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS 
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 88-11 
SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, 
NY 11435 ON JUNE 7, 2024 AT 10:45 
A.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS 3036 91ST 
STREET, EAST ELMHURST, NY 11369. 
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BE-
ING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY 
OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK, BLOCK 1388 AND LOT 24. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $571,426.58 PLUS INTEREST AND 
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX #706294/2013.  CASH 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  THE REFER-

EE SHALL COMPLY WITH THE ELEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S COVID-19 
POLICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES. 
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE 
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE’S 
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON 
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIV-
IL TERM WEBSITE.  ARTHUR W. GREIG, 
ESQ., REFEREE  KNUCKLES, KOMOS-
INSKI & MANFRO, LLP, 120 WHITE 
PLAINS ROAD, SUITE 215, TARRY-
TOWN, NEW YORK 10591, ATTORNEYS 
FOR PLAINTIFF

#216820

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS TRUST-
EE FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF 
THE MERRILL LYNCH MORTGAGE IN-
VESTORS TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2005-HE3, PLAINTIFF, -AGAINST- 
WAVENY ALEXANDER AKA WAVENY 
AGATH ALEXANDER AKA WAVENY 
A. ALEXANDER INDIVIDUALLY, AD-
MINISTRATOR AND EIR TO THE ES-
TATE OF EGBERT ALEXANDER, TINA 
ALEXANDER, SHANEZA ALEXAN-
DER, TYRONE ALEXANDER INDIVID-
UALLY AND AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE 
OF EGBERT ALEXANDER, JAEL ALEX-
ANDER INDIVIDUALLY AND AS HEIR 
TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT ALEXAN-
DER, JOHN ALEXANDER INDIVIDUAL-
LY AND AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF 
EGBERT ALEXANDER, DORELL ALEX-
ANDER INDIVIDUALLY AND AS HEIR 
TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT ALEXAN-
DER, ONEAL C. ALEXANDER INDIVID-
UALLY AND AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE 
OF EGBERT ALEXANDER IF LIVING 
AND IF ANY BE DEAD, ANY AND ALL 
PERSONS WHO ARE SPOUSES, WID-
OWS, GRANTEES, MORTGAGEES, 
LIENOR, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES, OR SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST 
OF SUCH OF THE ABOVE AS MAY BE 
DEAD, AND THEIR SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, DISTRIBUTEES AND SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST, ALL OF WHOM 
AND WHOSE NAMES AND PLACES 
OF RESIDENCES ARE UNKNOWN TO 
PLAINTIFF, EGBERT B. ALEXANDER 
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT 
ALEXANDER, TERRENCE ALEXANDER 
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT 
ALEXANDER, BRENT ALEXANDER AS 
HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT AL-
EXANDER IF LIVING AND IF ANY BE 
DEAD, ANY AND ALL PERSONS WHO 
ARE SPOUSES, WIDOWS, GRANTEES, 
MORTGAGEES, LIENOR, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, DISTRIBUTEES, OR SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST OF SUCH OF THE 
ABOVE AS MAY BE DEAD, AND THEIR 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST, 
ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES 
AND PLACES OF RESIDENCES ARE 
UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, HAZEL AL-
EXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF 
EGBERT ALEXANDER, MICHELLE AL-
EXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF 
EGBERT ALEXANDER, TESHINA JADE 
ALEXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE 
OF EGBERT ALEXANDER, ANTHO-
NY ALEXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ES-
TATE OF EGBERT ALEXANDER IF LIV-
ING AND IF ANY BE DEAD, ANY AND 
ALL PERSONS WHO ARE SPOUSES, 
WIDOWS, GRANTEES, MORTGAGEES, 
LIENOR, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES, OR SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST 
OF SUCH OF THE ABOVE AS MAY BE 
DEAD, AND THEIR SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, DISTRIBUTEES AND SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST, ALL OF WHOM 
AND WHOSE NAMES AND PLACES 
OF RESIDENCES ARE UNKNOWN TO 
PLAINTIFF, EON SHANE ALEXANDER 
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT 
ALEXANDER, DELON ALEXANDER AS 
HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT AL-
EXANDER AND EGBERT ALEXAN-
DER’S, UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW, 
NEXT-OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, 
DEVISEES, LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES, 

LIENORS, CREDITORS, AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST AND GENERALLY 
ALL PERSONS HAVING OR CLAIMING 
UNDER, BY OR THROUGH SAID DE-
FENDANT WHO MAY BE DECEASED, 
BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR 
OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN THE REAL PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT HERE-
IN,, ADVERLIGHT COLLECTIONS, INC., 
CRIMINAL COURT OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK CITY ENVI-
RONMENTAL CONTROL BOARD, NEW 
YORK CITY PARKING VIOLATIONS BU-
REAU, NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AD-
JUDICATION BUREAU, UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, NEW YORK STATE DE-
PARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FI-
NANCE, UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA-INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FINANCE, CAVAL-
RY SPV I LLC, LR CREDIT 10, LLC, DE-
FENDANTS. INDEX NO. 703843/2021 
SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
PLAINTIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS 
COUNTY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. 
VENUE IS BASED UPON THE COUN-
TY IN WHICH THE MORTGAGE PREM-
ISES IS SITUATED. TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT(S): YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED TO ANSWER 
THE COMPLAINT IN THIS ACTION 
AND TO SERVE A COPY OF YOUR AN-
SWER OR, IF THE COMPLAINT IS NOT 
SERVED WITH THIS SUMMONS, TO 
SERVE A NOTICE OF APPEARANCE 
ON THE ATTORNEYS FOR THE PLAIN-
TIFF WITHIN TWENTY (20) DAYS AF-
TER SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS, EX-
CLUSIVE OF THE DAY OF SERVICE (OR 
WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER SER-
VICE IS COMPLETE IF THIS SUMMONS 
IS NOT PERSONALLY DELIVERED 
TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK).  IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE 
TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, JUDGMENT 
WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU BY DE-
FAULT FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE COMPLAINT. NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE 
OBJECT OF THE ABOVE CAPTIONED 
ACTION IS TO FORECLOSE A MORT-
GAGE TO SECURE $491,200.00 AND 
INTEREST, RECORDED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE CLERK OF THE COUN-
TY OF QUEENS ON JUNE 17, 2005, IN 
BOOK CRFN 2005000350105, COV-
ERING PREMISES KNOWN AS 146-
45 181ST STREET, SPRINGFIELD GAR-
DENS, NY 11413. THE RELIEF SOUGHT 
IN THE WITHIN ACTION IS A FINAL 
JUDGMENT DIRECTING THE SALE OF 
THE PREMISES DESCRIBED ABOVE TO 
SATISFY THE DEBT SECURED BY THE 
MORTGAGE DESCRIBED ABOVE. NO-
TICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME  IF YOU DO NOT 
RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DE-
FAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 
AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME.  
SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO 
THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS 
PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO YOUR 
MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL NOT 
STOP THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION. 
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORT-
GAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.  DATED: 
BAY SHORE, NEW YORK  APRIL 24, 
2024 /S/BY: LINDA P. MANFREDI, ESQ. 
FRENKEL, LAMBERT, WEISS, WEISMAN 
& GORDON, LLP ATTORNEYS FOR 
PLAINTIFF 53 GIBSON STREET BAY 
SHORE, NEW YORK 11706 (631) 969-
3100 OUR FILE NO.:01-065730-F00

#217223
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SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS NYC-
TL 1998-2 TRUST AND THE BANK OF 
NEW YORK MELLON AS COLLATER-
AL AGENT AND CUSTODIAN,   PLAIN-
TIFFS, -AGAINST-  DAVID SINGH, IF 
LIVING, AND IF HE/SHE BE DEAD, HIS/
HER REPRESENTATIVE HEIRS AT LAW, 
NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, 
DEVISEES, LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDITORS, AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST, AND GENERALLY 
ALL PERSONS HAVING OR CLAIMING 
UNDER, BY OR THROUGH SAID DE-
FENDANTS WHO MAY BE DECEASED, 
BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR 
OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN AND TO THE PREMISES DE-
SCRIBED IN THE AMENDED COM-
PLAINT HEREIN, DAVID PERSAUD, 
QUEENS SUPREME COURT, CRIMINAL 
COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
CITY OF NEW YORK PARKING VIOLA-
TIONS BUREAU, CITY OF NEW YORK 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL BOARD, 
NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORI-
TY TRANSIT ADJUDICATION BUREAU, 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION & FINANCE, THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, “JOHN DOE NO. 
1” THROUGH “JOHN DOE NO. 100” IN-
CLUSIVE, THE NAMES OF THE LAST 
100 DEFENDANTS BEING UNKNOWN 
TO PLAINTIFF, IT BEING INTENDED TO 
DESIGNATE FEE OWNERS, TENANTS 
OR OCCUPANTS OF THE TAX LIEN 
PREMISES AND/OR PERSONS OR PAR-
TIES HAVING OR CLAIMING AN INTER-
EST IN OR A LIEN UPON THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY, IF THE AFORESAID INDI-
VIDUAL DEFENDANTS ARE LIVING, 
AND IF ANY OR ALL OF SAID INDIVID-
UAL DEFENDANTS BE DEAD, THEIR 
HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIB-
UTEES, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRA-
TORS, TRUSTEES, COMMITTEES, DEVI-
SEES, LEGATEES, AND THE ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDITORS AND SUCCES-

SORS IN INTEREST OF THEM, AND 
GENERALLY ALL PERSONS HAVING 
OR CLAIMING UNDER, BY, THROUGH, 
OR AGAINST THE SAID DEFENDANTS 
NAMED AS A CLASS, OF ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, OR INTEREST IN OR LIEN UPON 
THE PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE 
COMPLAINT HEREIN,   DEFENDANTS. 
  INDEX NO. 716000/2019   
DATE OF FILING: 3/27/2024  PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUN-
TY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL.  VENUE 
IS BASED UPON COUNTY IN WHICH 
PREMISES ARE SITUATED.  SUPPLE-
MENTAL SUMMONS  TAX LIEN FORE-
CLOSURE BLOCK: 11859; LOT: 47  
A/K/A 135-24 126 STREET TO THE 
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:  YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO AN-
SWER THE COMPLAINT IN THIS AC-
TION AND TO SERVE A COPY OF YOUR 
ANSWER, OR, IF THE COMPLAINT IS 
NOT SERVED WITH THIS SUMMONS, 
TO SERVE A NOTICE OF APPEARANCE, 
ON THE PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY(S) 
WITHIN TWENTY (20) DAYS AFTER 
THE SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS, EX-
CLUSIVE OF THE DAY OF SERVICE (OR 
WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
SERVICE IS COMPLETE IF THIS SUM-
MONS IS NOT PERSONALLY DELIV-
ERED TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK); AND IN CASE OF YOUR 
FAILURE TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, 
JUDGMENT WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU BY DEFAULT FOR THE RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE COMPLAINT.  NO-
TICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RE-
LIEF SOUGHT  THE OBJECT OF THE 
ABOVE ENTITLED ACTION IS TO FORE-
CLOSE THE FOLLOWING TAX LIENS: A 
TAX LIEN IN THE ORIGINAL TAX LIEN 
PRINCIPAL BALANCE OF $29,548.09 
WITH INTEREST AS DESCRIBED IN A 
CERTAIN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE DAT-
ED AUGUST 15, 2013 AND RECORD-
ED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, 
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON SEPTEMBER 
12, 2013 IN CITY REGISTER FILE NUM-
BER (“CRFN”) 2013000371680, WHICH 

WAS ASSIGNED BY TAX LIEN CER-
TIFICATE ASSIGNMENT DATED MAY 
31, 2015 AND RECORDED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE CITY REGISTER FOR THE 
BOROUGH OF QUEENS, COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, ON JUNE 17, 2015 IN CRFN 
2015000207551 (THE “2013 TAX LIEN”);  
A TAX LIEN IN THE ORIGINAL TAX LIEN 
PRINCIPAL BALANCE OF $2,509.58 
WITH INTEREST AS DESCRIBED IN A 
CERTAIN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE DAT-
ED AUGUST 13, 2014 AND RECORD-
ED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, 
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON AUGUST 
20, 2014 IN CRFN 2014000278035, 
WHICH WAS ASSIGNED BY TAX LIEN 
CERTIFICATE ASSIGNMENT DAT-
ED APRIL 30, 2016 AND RECORDED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, 
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON MAY 11, 
2016 IN CRFN 2016000162669 (THE 
“2014 TAX LIEN”); AND  A TAX LIEN 
IN THE ORIGINAL TAX LIEN PRINCI-
PAL BALANCE OF $22,321.89 WITH 
INTEREST AS DESCRIBED IN A CER-
TAIN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE DATED 
AUGUST 12, 2015 AND RECORDED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, 
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON AUGUST 25, 
2015 IN CRFN 2015000295054, WHICH 
WAS ASSIGNED BY TAX LIEN CERTIFI-
CATE ASSIGNMENT DATED DECEM-
BER 31, 2017 AND RECORDED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY REGISTER FOR 
THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, ON JANUARY 23, 2018 
IN CRFN 2018000025608 (THE “2015 
TAX LIEN”)  UPON THE PREMISES DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: ADDRESS:  
135-24 126 STREET BLOCK: 
11859 LOT: 47 COUNTY: QUEENS  
THE RELIEF SOUGHT IN THE WITH-
IN ACTION IS A FINAL JUDGMENT 
DIRECTING THE SALE OF THE PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED ABOVE TO SATIS-
FY THE DEBT SECURED BY THE TAX 
LIENS DESCRIBED ABOVE.   PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUNTY 

AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL.  VENUE IS 
BASED UPON THE COUNTY WHERE 
THE PROPERTY BEING FORECLOSED 
UPON IS LOCATED.     NOTICE  YOU 
ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR 
HOME  IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO 
THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DE-
FAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 
AND YOU MAY LOSE YOUR HOME. 
SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO 
THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS 
PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND COMPLAINT AND PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY.  SENDING A 
PAYMENT TO THE PLAINTIFF WILL 
NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION.    YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT.   DATED: NEW YORK, 
NEW YORK MARCH 27, 2024  THE LAW 
OFFICE OF THOMAS P. MALONE, PLLC   
BY: THOMAS P. MALONE, ESQ.  ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 60 EAST 42ND 
STREET, SUITE 553 NEW YORK, NEW 
YORK 10165 PH: (212) 867-0500   TO 
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: 
THE FOREGOING SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS IS SERVED UPON YOU BY 
PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO AN OR-
DER OF THE COURT DATED MARCH 
12, 2024 AND FILED ALONG WITH THE 
SUPPORTING PAPERS IN THE QUEENS 
COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.

#217078

SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS AND NOTICE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS   IN-
DEX NO. 709075/2014 DATE FILED: 
4/19/2024  U.S. BANK NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR 
IN INTEREST TO WILMINGTON TRUST 

COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR 
IN INTEREST TO BANK OF AMERICA 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUST-
EE, SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO LA-
SALLE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR LEHMAN XS 
TRUST MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-1,  PLAIN-
TIFF, -AGAINST- KEVIN CANTY; AM-
BER TAMM CANTY; K.C.; K.C.: ‘ANY 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, DIS-
TRIBUTEES OR SUCCESSORS IN IN-
TEREST OF THE LATE JESSICA MERA 
A/K/A JESSICA CANTY, IF THEY BE 
LIVING OR IF THEY BE DEAD, THEIR 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST, 
ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES 
AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE 
UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF; NOMU-
RA CREDIT CAPITAL; CITY OF NEW 
YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
BOARD; CITY OF NEW YORK PARK-
ING VIOLATIONS BUREAU; CITY OF 
NEW YORK TRANSIT ADJUDICATION 
BUREAU; NEW YORK STATE DEPART-
MENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; 
RICHARD BOWEN; JAHDON HART; 
MARIE BELLANTON, DEFENDANTS.  
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 97-44 104TH 
STREET, OZONE PARK, NY 11416 TO 
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO 
ANSWER THE COMPLAINT IN THIS 
ACTION AND TO SERVE A COPY OF 
YOUR ANSWER, OR A NOTICE OF AP-
PEARANCE ON THE ATTORNEYS FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF WITHIN THIRTY (30) 
DAYS AFTER THE SERVICE OF THIS 
SUMMONS, EXCLUSIVE OF THE DAY 
OF SERVICE. THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, IF DESIGNATED AS A DE-
FENDANT IN THIS ACTION, MAY AP-
PEAR WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS OF 
SERVICE HEREOF. IN CASE OF YOUR 
FAILURE TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, 
JUDGMENT WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU BY DEFAULT FOR THE RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE COMPLAINT. TO THE 
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: THE 
FOREGOING SUMMONS IS SERVED 
UPON YOU BY PUBLICATION PUR-
SUANT TO AN ORDER OF THE HON. 
LUMARIE MALDONADO-CRUZ, A 
JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT, 
QUEENS COUNTY, ENTERED APR. 
18, 2024 AND FILED WITH THE COM-
PLAINT AND OTHER PAPERS IN THE 

QUEENS COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.       
NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND 
RELIEF SOUGHT THE OBJECT OF THE 
ABOVE CAPTIONED ACTION IS TO 
FORECLOSE A CONSOLIDATION AND/
OR MODIFIED MORTGAGE (HEREIN-
AFTER “THE MORTGAGE”) TO SECURE 
$340,000.00 AND INTEREST, RECORD-
ED IN THE QUEENS COUNTY OFFICE 
OF THE CITY REGISTER ON OCTOBER 
13, 2006, IN CRFN 2006000573994 
COVERING PREMISES KNOWN AS 97-
44 104TH STREET, OZONE PARK, NY 
11416 A/K/A BLOCK 4885, LOT 68. 
THE RELIEF SOUGHT IN THE WITH-
IN ACTION IS A FINAL JUDGMENT 
DIRECTING THE SALE OF THE PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED ABOVE TO SATISFY 
THE DEBT SECURED BY THE MORT-
GAGE DESCRIBED ABOVE. PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUN-
TY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. VENUE IS 
BASED UPON THE COUNTY IN WHICH 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES IS SIT-
UATED. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME IF YOU 
DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUM-
MONS AND COMPLAINT BY SERVING 
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COM-
PANY WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FIL-
ING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, 
A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE EN-
TERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR 
HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR 
GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR 
CASE IS PENDING FOR FURTHER IN-
FORMATION ON HOW TO ANSWER 
THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO 
YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL 
NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. DAT-
ED: APRIL 3, 2017 STEVEN M. PALMER, 
ESQ. ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY SHAPIRO, 
DICARO & BARAK, LLC ATTORNEYS 
FOR PLAINTIFF 175 MILE CROSSING 
BOULEVARD ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
14624 (585) 247-9000 FAX: (585) 247-
7380 OUR FILE NO. 14-037928

#217183

2nd department / new business Formations
JJ42E LLC

JJ42E LLC ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SSNY ON 3/28/2024. OFF. LOC.: 
QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIG. AS AGT. 
UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO: THE LLC, 133-10 39TH AVE, FLUSH-
ING, NY 11354. GENERAL PURPOSES.

#216358

RENARI AM LLC
RENARI AM LLC, ART. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SSNY 12/26/2017. OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT FOR PROCESS. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS TO: C/O ROBINSON BROG 
LEINWAND GREENE GENOVESE & 
GLUCK, P.C., ATTN: CHARLES MCKEEN, 
ESQ., 875 3RD AVE., 9TH FL., NY, NY 
10022. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT 
OR ACTIVITY.

#216582

RENARI NM LLC
RENARI NM LLC, ART. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SSNY 12/26/2017. OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT FOR PROCESS. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS TO: C/O ROBINSON BROG 
LEINWAND GREENE GENOVESE & 
GLUCK, P.C., ATTN: CHARLES MCKEEN, 
ESQ., 875 3RD AVE., 9TH FL., NY, NY 
10022. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT 
OR ACTIVITY.

#216583

ROOTED PSYCHOTHERAPY, 
MENTAL HEALTH 

COUNSELING PLLC
ROOTED PSYCHOTHERAPY, MENTAL 
HEALTH COUNSELING PLLC FILED 
ARTS. OF ORG. WITH THE SECT’Y OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 3/18/2024. 
OFFICE: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED AND SHALL 
MAIL PROCESS TO: C/O THE PLLC, 
675 136TH ST, APT A, FLUSHING, NY 
11367. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT.

#216821

ASF INTERNATIONAL LLC
ASF INTERNATIONAL LLC. ARTS. 
OF ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 
03/07/24. OFFICE: QUEENS COUNTY. 
SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED.  SSNY SHALL MAIL 
COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, C/O 
KHANDKER AHNAF ABRAR, 169-24 
HILLSIDE AVENUE, FL2 SUITE 3, JA-
MAICA, NY  11432. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#217094

 JACKSON AVENUE 
BAGELS LLC

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF JACK-
SON AVENUE BAGELS LLC APPL. FOR 
AUTH. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) ON 04/08/24. OFFICE LOCA-
TION: QUEENS COUNTY. LLC FORMED 
IN DELAWARE (DE) ON 04/04/24. SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO C/O CORPORATION SERVICE CO., 
80 STATE ST., ALBANY, NY 12207-2543. 
DE ADDR. OF LLC: 251 LITTLE FALLS 
DR., WILMINGTON, DE 19808. CERT. 
OF FORM. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE, 
DIV. OF CORPS., JOHN G. TOWNSEND 
BLDG., 401 FEDERAL ST. - STE. 4, DO-
VER, DE 19901.  PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL ACTIVITY.

#217111

AGGELIS PROPERTY MGT LLC
AGGELIS PROPERTY MGT LLC AR-
TICLES OF ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF 
STATE (SSNY) 4/25/24. OFFICE IN 
QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIGN. AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC 15205 11TH AVE 
WHITESTONE NY 11357. PURPOSE: 
ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#217263

 D&C SBA LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION:  D&C SBA 
LLC, ART. OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 04/03/2024.    
OFFICE LOC.: QUEENS COUNTY.  SSNY 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED.   SSNY SHALL MAIL THE PRO-
CESS TO: 20935 NORTHERN BLVD, 
UNIT 209, BAYSIDE, NY, 11361, USA.
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#217416

11106
METAMARTIAL LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
METAMARTIAL LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 4/5/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS XSAVIER DANIELS 31-62 
33RD STREET, ASTORIA, NY, 11106. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#217050

11361
E & K’S BAYSIDE DINER LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: E & 

K’S BAYSIDE DINER LLC. ARTICLES OF 

ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-

TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 

ON 3/1/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 

QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 

DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 

UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 

MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 

HIM/HER IS C/O/ EFTHEMIA NICOL-

OPOULOS, 35-11 208TH STREET BAY-

SIDE, NY, 11361. PURPOSE/CHARAC-

TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#217442

11366
CAPTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY 

MEDIA LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

CAPTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY MEDIA LLC. 

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 

WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 

YORK (SSNY) ON 4/20/2024. NY OF-

FICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-

TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-

ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 

WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 

SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 

COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 

LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY  16435 

77TH AVE # 2, FRESH MEADOWS, NY, 

11366. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 

ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#217415
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By Michael R. Sisak, Jennifer Peltz, 
Eric Tucker and Jake Offenhartz

Associated Press
The judge in Donald Trump’s hush money 

trial fined him $1,000 on Monday and, in his 
sternest warning yet, told the former president 
that future gag order violations could send him 
to jail. The reprimand opened a revelatory day 
of testimony, as jurors for the first time heard 
the details of the financial transactions at the 
center of the case and saw payment checks 
bearing Trump’s signature.

The testimony from former Trump Organi-
zation controller Jeffrey McConney provided a 
mechanical but vital recitation of how the com-
pany reimbursed payments that were allegedly 
meant to suppress embarrassing stories from 
surfacing during Trump’s 2016 presidential 
campaign and then logged them as legal ex-
penses in a manner that Manhattan prosecutors 
say broke the law.

McConney's appearance on the witness 
stand came as the first criminal trial of a for-
mer U.S. president entered its third week of 
testimony. His account lacked the human drama 
offered Friday by longtime Trump aide Hope 
Hicks, but it nonetheless yielded an important 
building block for prosecutors trying to pull 
back the curtain on what they say was a corpo-
rate records cover-up of transactions designed 
to protect Trump's presidential bid during a piv-
otal stretch of the race.

At the center of the testimony, and the case 
itself, is a $130,000 payment Trump’s then-law-
yer and fixer Michael Cohen made to porn actor 
Stormy Daniels in October 2016 to stifle her 
claims of an extramarital sexual encounter with 
Trump a decade earlier.

The 34 felony counts of falsifying business 
records accuse Trump of labeling the money 
paid to Cohen in his company’s records as legal 
fees. Prosecutors contend that by paying him in-
come and giving him extra to account for taxes 
in monthly installments for a year, the Trump ex-
ecutives were able to conceal the reimbursement.

McConney and another witness testified 
that all but two of the monthly checks were 
drawn from Trump's personal account. Yet even 

Trump fined $1,000 for gag order violation in hush money case 
as ex-employee recounts reimbursements

Former President Donald Trump attends his trial at the Manhattan Criminal court, Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York.   Win McNamee/Pool Photo via AP

as jurors saw the checks and other documentary 
evidence, prosecutors did not elicit testimony 
Monday showing that Trump himself dictated 
that the payments would be logged as legal ex-
penses — a designation that prosecutors con-
tend was intentionally deceptive.

McConney acknowledged during cross-ex-
amination that Trump never asked him to log 
the reimbursements as legal expenses and never 
discussed the matter with him at all. Another 
witness, Deborah Tarasoff, a Trump Organi-
zation accounts payable supervisor, said under 
questioning that she did not get permission to 
cut the checks in question from Trump himself.

“You never had any reason to believe that 
President Trump was hiding anything or any-
thing like that?” Trump attorney Todd Blanche 
asked.

”Correct,” Tarasoff replied.
The testimony followed Judge Juan M. Mer-

chan’s sober warning to Trump that additional 
violations of a gag order barring inflammatory 
out-of-court comments about witnesses, jurors 
and others closely connected to the case could 
land the former president behind bars.

The $1,000 fine imposed Monday marks the 
second time since the trial began last month that 
Trump has been sanctioned for violating the gag 
order. He was fined $9,000 last week — $1,000 
for each of nine violations.

“It appears that the $1,000 fines are not 
serving as a deterrent. Therefore going forward, 
this court will have to consider a jail sanction,” 
Merchan said before jurors were brought into 
the courtroom. Trump’s statements, the judge 
added, “threaten to interfere with the fair ad-
ministration of justice and constitute a direct 
attack on the rule of law. I cannot allow that to 
continue.”

Trump sat forward in his seat, glowering at 
the judge as he handed down the ruling. When 
the judge finished speaking, Trump shook his 
head twice and crossed his arms.

Yet even as Merchan warned of jail time in 
his most pointed and direct admonition, he also 
made clear his reservations about a step that he 
described as a “last resort" and said he would 
only do so if prosecutors recommended it.

“The last thing I want to do is put you in 
jail,” Merchan said. “You are the former presi-
dent of the United States and possibly the next 
president, as well. There are many reasons why 
incarceration is truly a last resort for me. To 
take that step would be disruptive to these pro-
ceedings, which I imagine you want to end as 
quickly as possible.”

The latest violation stems from an April 22 
interview with television channel Real Ameri-
ca’s Voice in which Trump criticized the speed 
at which the jury was picked and claimed, with-
out evidence, that it was stacked with Demo-
crats.

Once testimony resumed, McConney re-
counted conversations with longtime Trump 
Organization finance chief Allen Weisselberg 
in January 2017 about reimbursing Cohen for 
a $130,000 payment intended to buy Daniels' 
silence over her account of a sexual encounter 
at a 2006 celebrity golf outing in Lake Tahoe, 
California.

Weisselberg "said we had to get some mon-
ey to Michael, we had to reimburse Michael. 
He tossed a pad toward me, and I started taking 
notes on what he said,” McConney testified. 
“That’s how I found out about it.”

“He kind of threw the pad at me and said, 
‘Take this down,’” said McConney, who worked 
for Trump’s company for about 36 years, retir-
ing last year after he was granted immunity to 
testify for the prosecution at the Trump Organi-
zation’s New York criminal tax fraud trial.

A bank statement displayed in court showed 
Cohen paying $130,000 to Keith Davidson, Dan-
iels' lawyer, on Oct. 27, 2016, out of an account 
for an entity Cohen created for the purpose.

Weisselberg’s handwritten notes spell out a 
plan to pay Cohen $420,000, which included a 
base reimbursement that was then doubled to 
reflect anticipated taxes as well as a $60,000 
bonus and an expense that prosecutors have de-
scribed as a technology contract.

McConney’s own notes, taken on the note-
pad he said Weisselberg threw at him, were also 
shown in court. After calculations that laid out that 
Cohen would get $35,000 a month for 12 months, 
McConney wrote: “wire monthly from DJT.”

Asked what that meant, McConney said: 
“That was out of the president’s personal bank 
account.”

McConney testified that he had instructed 
Tarasoff to record the reimbursements to Co-
hen as a legal expense, reasoning that “we were 
paying a lawyer so I said to post it to legal ex-
penses in the general ledger.”

McConney suggested it was his idea alone 
to log the payments that way, acknowledging 
under cross-examination that Trump never di-
rected him to log Cohen’s payments as legal 
expenses, nor did Weisselberg relay to him that 
Trump wanted them logged that way.

“Allen never told me that,” McConney tes-
tified. In fact, McConney said he never spoke 
to Trump about the reimbursement issue at all. 
Regardless, Trump lawyer Emil Bove suggest-
ed, the “legal expense” label made sense — and 
was not duplicitous — because Cohen was a 
lawyer at the time.

“OK,” McConney responded, prompting 
laughter throughout the courtroom. “Sure. Yes.”

After paying the first two checks to Cohen 
through a trust, the remainder of the checks, be-
ginning in April 2017, were paid from Trump’s 
personal account, McConney testified.

With Trump, the only signatory to that ac-
count, now in the White House, the change in 
funding source necessitated “a whole new pro-
cess for us,” McConney added.

Tarasoff, the other witness who testified 
Monday, said that once Trump became presi-
dent, checks written from his personal account 
had to first be delivered, via FedEx, “to the 
White House for him to sign."

The checks would then return with Trump’s 
Sharpie signature. “I’d pull them apart, mail out 
the check and file the backup,” she said, mean-
ing putting the invoice into the Trump Organi-
zation’s filing system.

Prosecutors are continuing to build toward 
their star witness, Cohen, who pleaded guilty to 
federal charges related to the hush money pay-
ments, went to prison and has been disbarred. 
He is expected to undergo a bruising cross-ex-
amination from defense lawyers seeking to un-
dermine his credibility with jurors.
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College campus unrest has some NYC high 
schoolers rethinking their next steps

By Michael Elsen-Rooney
Chalkbeat

As tensions reached a boiling point on college 
campuses in recent days over pro-Palestinian stu-
dent protests and encampments, many New York 
City high schoolers were watching closely.

For juniors and seniors weighing their college 
plans, the events are offering critical information 
about the cultures of the campuses they may soon 
be joining — and in some cases swaying their de-
cisions.

And some have been directly affected by the 
fallout from the protests and overwhelming police 
response at City College of New York and Colum-
bia University.

The High School for Math, Science, and En-
gineering, known at HSMSE, is located on the 
Harlem campus of the City College of New York, 
steps away from a student-led tent encampment 
that NYPD officers raided late Tuesday night, 
sparking violent clashes with protesters and lead-
ing to nearly 200 arrests.

As the tumult arrived at their doorstep, the 
high school canceled in-person classes Wednes-
day, following the lead of City College.

“I think the way a college reacts to such a big 
issue like the protests right now can be kind of in-
dicative of the way they react in the future,” said 
Gabriela Picazo, an 18-year-old senior at HSMSE, 
who plans to attend Brown University next year, 
one of the few colleges that reached a deal with 
protesters to end its tent encampment.

Students at HSMSE said the pivot to remote 
classes Wednesday posed some challenges, par-
ticularly for last-minute preparation for Advanced 
Placement exams that start this week. But they 
understood the decision was meant to keep them 
safe.

“It’s kind of dystopian seeing this area that’s 
supposed to be a safe space where we go eat and 
relax being flooded with cop cars and all the hos-
tility there,” said one senior at the school, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity to share his 
opinion on the situation freely.

Students were expected to return to in-per-
son classes Thursday, but were told not to enter 
the campus quadrangle during the school day, ac-
cording to a notice from the school’s principal ob-
tained by Chalkbeat.

New York City’s public school system has 
seen its own controversial student protests, in-
cluding a raucous demonstration at Hillcrest High 
School over a teacher posting a photo holding an 
“I Stand With Israel” sign, and a citywide walkout 
in support of a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip.

Protests and backlash prompt 
reflection on college plans

The protests on campuses across the coun-
try, as well as the response from administrators 
and law enforcement at colleges, have been top 
of mind for New York City high schoolers prepar-
ing to enroll in college. Many have been partic-
ularly gripped by the response at Columbia and 
City College, prompting some Jewish and Mus-
lim students, as well as other applicants, to recon-
sider their options.

Hawa Fisiru, a senior at The Laboratory 
School of Finance and Technology in the Bronx, 
plans to attend Columbia this fall. The university’s 
history of student activism was a selling point: Fi-
siru participated in Black Lives Matter protests in 
2020 and helped collect food for residents affect-
ed by a Bronx apartment building fire that killed 
17 people in 2022.

Fisiru decided to enroll before pro-Palestinian 
student protestors launched an encampment, but 
said she’s “glad to be part of a student body that is, 
you know, really doing things.”

Despite the upheaval there, Fisiru is not hav-
ing second thoughts about committing to Colum-
bia. She received a full scholarship, and remaining 
in the city will allow her to stay close to family.

Still, Columbia’s response has left her con-
cerned about what the mood on campus will be 
when she arrives this fall.

“I would have loved to, like, you know, have 
a calm freshman year, but I can’t help what’s go-
ing on, and I support what the students are doing,” 
she said. “I feel like they’re fighting for humanity 
and for what is right.”

But Safa Al-Omari, who is also a senior at 
The Laboratory School of Finance and Technol-

ogy, is still deciding where to attend college. She 
has been leaning toward attending City College, 
though she’s also considering Hunter College.

Al-Omari, who was born in Yemen and came 
to the United States in 2016, said she wants to do 
more research about City College’s response to 
pro-Palestinian protesters before making a final 
decision.

“Being Middle Eastern, I have a lot of feelings 
about what’s going on,” Al-Omari said. “I would 
not want to go to a college that is arresting stu-
dents based on them speaking for people who are 
suffering.”

Meanwhile, a Jewish family told CNN they 
opted against Barnard College, which is affiliat-

ed with Columbia, even though it had been their 
child’s first choice.

Bronx senior Kennedy Betances is also try-
ing to decide between City College, which offered 
a generous financial aid package, and Fordham 
University, which she feels might be a better fit, 
since she hopes to become an environmental en-
gineer.

She wants to learn more about the reaction to 
student protesters on each campus before making 
a decision.

“I can also see myself involved in activism on 
campus, and I wouldn’t want the institution that 
I committed to, that I’ve worked at, that I’m tak-
ing out student loans for, to just like, essentially 

turn their back on me, and leave me in the dust,” 
Betances said.

Picazo, the HSMSE senior planning to attend 
Brown University next year, was disheartened by 
news that dozens of student protesters were arrest-
ed last December at the university. But she was 
encouraged to learn that Brown struck a deal this 
week with student protesters to end a recent en-
campment without police involvement.

“It does kind of reassure me about the com-
munity that I’m going to join in the future,” she 
said.

Her classmate, 17-year-old senior Orlena Fel-
la, said being so close to the City College protests 
has made her realize she wants to be around some 
of that same political activism when she’s in col-
lege.

“I started to realize that I do hold some value 
in just having that space for discourse and having 
students that do take a side or share out their per-
spective and feel comfortable doing so,” she said.

For some high school juniors getting ready to 
apply to college next year, watching sharp back-
lash to pro-Palestinian student protestors at some 
colleges could also raise uncomfortable questions 
about how they should approach their own college 
applications.

One Brooklyn high school junior, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity so as not to jeopar-
dize her college applications, said she’s involved 
with the Palestine Club at her high school, but is 
wary of including that on her resume because she 
fears it will hurt her application.

“Everyone I’ve spoken to said to not because 
colleges may ‘throw my application out the win-
dow,’” she said.

The tumult on college campuses comes as the 
city school system faces its own ongoing ques-
tions about its handling of student protests and an-
tisemitism.

Schools Chancellor David Banks is slated to 
testify next week before the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Committee on Education and the Work-
force — the same Republican-led committee that 
recently grilled Columbia President Minouche 
Shafik on her response to campus protests.

In recent days, Banks has touted a number of 
efforts to address bias and educate students about 
the conflict, including an anti-hate crime curricu-
lum, initiatives to teach Jewish and Muslim his-
tory, and a review of the discipline code with city 
principals.

Chalkbeat is a nonprofit news site covering 
educational change in public schools.

Police look on during pro-Palestine demonstrations at The City College Of New York as the NYPD cracks down on protest camps at both 
Columbia University and City College on April 30, 2024. High school students considering their post-graduation plans are watching the 
protests closely.  Spencer Platt / Getty Images

Seniors at The Laboratory School of Finance and Technology in the Bronx (left to right): 
Kennedy Betances, Safa Al-Omari, and Hawa Fisiru.  Image courtesy of David Fulco
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Justice Lourdes Ventura honored by Dominican president
By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Queens Supreme Court Justice Lourdes Ven-
tura, the daughter of immigrants from the Domin-
ican Republic, was honored by that nation’s pres-
ident with a special award to mark International 
Women’s Day.

Dominican President Danilo Medina Sánchez 
presented Ventura with the Medal of Merit of the 
Dominican Women during an official ceremony 
at the National Palace in Santo Domingo, the na-
tion’s capital.

The president of the Dominican Republic is-
sues the award to notable Dominican women, or 
the children of Dominican nationals, each Inter-
national Women’s Day. The award ceremony took 
place March 6.

The Medal of Merit is the highest award 
granted by the president to recognize Dominican 
women for their achievements, as well as obsta-
cles they have overcome. The award specifically 
recognizes women who serve as role models for 
future generations of Dominicans.

Recipients include women recognized for 
their contributions in the social, political, econom-
ic, humanist, scientific, cultural, professional and 
community spheres.
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Brooklyn federal court 
restricts access amid 
coronavirus outbreak

By Rob Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

The U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict, located in Downtown Brooklyn and Central 
Islip, announced Tuesday that it will restrict ac-
cess to the court due to concerns about the area’s 
ongoing coronavirus outbreak, and asked high 
risk people not to come to the court.

Chief Judge Roslynn Mauskopf said that after 
being advised by the Centers for Disease Control, 
the court will take precautions against the corona-
virus. Anyone who has travelled to China, South 
Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last 14 days 
is temporarily banned from the court, effective im-
mediately.

Anyone who has come into contact with an 
infected person within the last 14 days; has been 
asked to self-quarantine by a doctor, hospital or 
health agency; or has been diagnosed with the vi-
rus, is also banned from court.

Anyone scheduled to appear in court who 
meets the criteria should contact their attor-
ney, judge’s chambers, probation officers, 
jury department or clerk of court to make al-
ternative plans. Further guidance will appear 
online.

The court called the restrictions temporary, 
but there is no word on how long they will remain 
in place.

Chief Judge Mauskopf also ordered all detain-
ees in Brooklyn’s Metropolitan Detention Center 
and other local federal jails to be screened and to 
have their body temperature checked prior to a 
court appearance. Any detainees whose tempera-
ture exceeds 100.4 degrees will not be allowed to 
appear in court.

Conditions at the jail have led to worries about 
the coronavirus spreading in the complex, where 
hand sanitizer is banned and there are reports that 
inmates don’t have soap.

Brooklyn’s federal court is still open for now, but the chief judge has ordered anyone 
who has travelled to China, South Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last two weeks, 
or anyone who might have been exposed, to reschedule their appearances. 

Eagle photo by Rob Abruzzese

Justice Lourdes Ventura earned the Medal of Mer-
it.

Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez presents Justice Lourdes 
Ventura with the Medal of Merit at the National Palace in Santo Domingo.

Justice Lourdes Ventura (right) and Domin-
ican Republic Ministry of Women Minister 
Janet Camilo.

Dominican Republic Vice President Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez, Justice 
Lourdes Ventura, Dominican Republic First Lady Cándida Montilla de Medina, Dominican Republic Ministry of Women Minister Janet 
Camilo. Photos courtesy of Ventura

City of Yes housing plan comes before Queens board
Continued from page 1
councilmembers to listen to New Yorkers in 
need of more affordable housing and say 'yes' 
to the 'City of Yes for Housing Opportunity.'" 

Before it can be implemented, City of Yes 
needs to go through the normal city review pro-
cess, first passing through the beginning form 
of self governance the state has to offer – local 
community boards, whose opinions on the plan 
are taken in an advisory capacity. 

However, if the first phase of the platform 
is any indication, the mayor won’t be getting a 
city’s worth of yeses ahead of the project's im-
plementation. 

While supported by many housing advo-
cates, City of Yes has received heavy opposi-
tion from residential communities in the outer 
boroughs, who worry the increase in housing 
will negatively change the fabric of their neigh-
borhoods. 

The first phase of the platform – City of Yes 
for Economic Opportunities – was approved by 
less than half of the city’s 59 community boards. 

Monday’s meeting, where the eight mem-
bers of the Land Use Committee, including 
committee Chair Walter Sanchez and District 
Manager Gary Giordano, heard out the propos-
al from two DCP employees, Derek Jasmin and 
Matthew Mbamelu, could be a taste of what is 
to come for the housing portion of the plan.  

Also present was Paul Graziano, a career 
urban planner and perennial City Council can-
didate.  Graziano, who lives far outside of CB5, 
has positioned himself as a premier opponent 
to City of Yes, and has been retained by the 
Queens Civic Congress and other organizations 
to do analysis on the massive zoning proposal. 

Graziano has spent the last several months 
on a barnstorming tour around community 
boards, arguing that City of Yes will essentially 
destroy neighborhoods in Queens. 

In a phone conversation with the Eagle on 
Thursday, Graziano likened City of Yes to a 
nuclear bomb going off, and called it “apoca-
lyptic.” 

At the meeting itself, DCP’s Jasmin and 
Mbamelu, did their best to try and dispel that 
notion, and garner support from the Western 
Queens board members. 

“City of Yes for Housing Opportunity is a 
citywide plan that will encourage incremental 
housing growth over a wide geography,” Jasmin 
said as part of the presentation.

“Our housing demand is greater than our 
housing supply,” he said, highlighting a 1.4 per-

cent housing vacancy rate, which is 0.88 per-
cent in Queens. 

DCP also pointed to the Big Apple’s grow-
ing population. Graziano however was quick 
to point out the dip in population following 
the pandemic, but statistics show that rate has 
steadily rebounded since. 

However, it showed members’ of the board's 
seemingly pre-existing distrust of the DCP em-
ployees, and trust in Graziano, who they have 
retained in other capacities. 

“Paul Graziano is shaking his head, what’s 
the answer?” board member Paul Kerzner asked 
Graziano at one point during the meeting.  

Committee chair and newspaper publisher 
Sanchez tried to reign the meeting back into lis-
tening to the proposal, at that point. 

Questions from members of the board con-
tinued, specifically on the “transit-oriented de-
velopment” piece of the proposal – which will 
allow more three-to-five story apartment build-

ings on wide streets and corners within half a 
mile of the subway. They also had a number 
of questions about an accessory dwelling unit 
proposal, which would allow for more back-
yard cottages, garage conversions and basement 
apartments, which city officials say will allow 
homeowners to earn rental income and while 
also providing more housing. 

Board members said that they were worried 
that ADUs would be built too tiny for comfort-
able living, despite DCP’s insistence that oth-
er regulations would stop units from being too 
small. 

Another major sticking point for the board 
was the aspect of City of Yes that would elimi-
nate parking mandates for new buildings, a pro-
posal which will more than likely be protested 
by Queens neighborhoods without a lot of tran-
sit access. 

The point of eliminating the mandate would 
allow the space where parking spots would be 

to be used for more apartments. However, Gra-
ziano questioned why a developer couldn’t just 
not build more and pocket the extra cash made 
from not building the parking. 

“When you have more supply, and it some-
what matches the demand, naturally, the price is 
lower,” said Mbamelu, arguing that building more 
units will be financially beneficial to developers. 

After the full presentation was given, board 
members, particularly Sanchez, implored DCP 
to take their thoughts into consideration. 

“More discussion, as opposed to everybody 
saying, ‘No,’” he said. 

Ultimately, the committee decided not to 
give a recommendation at the meeting, and will 
bring their thoughts to the whole board. 

Throughout May, other Queens community 
board members will hear the proposal before 
giving their recommendation. 

Regardless, the plan is scheduled to go to a 
City Planning vote in September.  

Community Board 5 members were already skep�cal of the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity plan, and made their thoughts known 
to City Planning employees last week during a commi�ee mee�ng.             Eagle photo by Ryan Schwach

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

The city’s Department of Correction pulled 
all of its 3,480 body-worn cameras off of every 
officer after one caught ablaze on Friday, injur-
ing a captain. 

According to the DOC, a captain working at 
the George R. Vierno Center on Rikers Island 
was hurt when her body-worn camera caught 
fire without warning. 

The captain was rushed to Mount Sinai Hos-
pital after suffering burns and smoke inhalation. 

In response to the dangerous camera, the 
DOC pulled all of its body-worn cameras off its 
uniformed staff members until an investigation 
into the incident is completed. 

The troubled jail complex where over two 
dozen people have died in the past two years 
is expected to be body-worn camera-free for at 
least a week or two. 

“Our thoughts are with our captain who 
was injured in this incident,” DOC Commis-
sioner Lynelle Maginley-Liddie said in a state-
ment. 

“The safety of our staff is paramount, which 
is why I am removing all body-worn cameras 
from service out of an abundance of caution 
while we investigate how and why this incident 

Body-worn cameras pulled from Rikers after one catches fire, injuring captain

The Department of Correc�on pulled all of its over 3,000 body-worn cameras, similar to 
the ones pictured here, a�er one caught fire and injured a captain. 

AP file photo by Joe Buglewicz

occurred,” she added. 
Friday’s incident was the first of its kind 

for the DOC, which first rolled out body-worn 
cameras for all of its uniformed staff in 2015. 
However, similar incidents have happened 
twice to NYPD officers. 

The current DOC cameras are manufactured 
by Reveal Media. 

The pulling of the cameras comes as the 
DOC’s management of Rikers Island remains 
under heavy scrutiny. 

Advocates and lawmakers have in the past 
advocated for the expanded use of the body-
worn cameras around a number of specific 
issues, including the DOC’s difficulties in pro-
ducing detainees to their court appearances and 
medical appointments. 

According to a DOC spokesperson, there are 
12,400 security cameras positioned throughout 
Rikers’ facility which remain in operation and 
run 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Officers are also still able to use handheld 
cameras to monitor incidents in the jail com-
plex. 

The DOC spokesperson said that the agency 
had alerted the federal monitor appointed by a 
federal judge to oversee conditions in the jail of 
their decision to remove the cameras. 


