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By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm
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City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office
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Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr

Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 
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for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
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Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.
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negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
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agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
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
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
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
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
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
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
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
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By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
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nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.
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remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle
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“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 
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ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
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property values and the public health,” 
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hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.
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Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address

Volume 65, No. 207 50¢MoNday, February 10, 2020

Follow us on Twitter
@queenseagle 

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/queenseagle

Visit us Online
queenseagle.com

ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office
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Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr
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for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address

Volume 65, No. 207 50¢MoNday, February 10, 2020

Follow us on Twitter
@queenseagle 

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/queenseagle

Visit us Online
queenseagle.com

ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 













Continued on page 2

QUEENS
TODAY

February 10, 2020

Continued on page 10

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office

Continued on page 2
Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr

Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address

Volume 65, No. 207 50¢MoNday, February 10, 2020

Follow us on Twitter
@queenseagle 

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/queenseagle

Visit us Online
queenseagle.com

ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 













Continued on page 2

QUEENS
TODAY

February 10, 2020

Continued on page 10

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office

Continued on page 2
Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr

Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address

Volume 65, No. 207 50¢MoNday, February 10, 2020

Follow us on Twitter
@queenseagle 

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/queenseagle

Visit us Online
queenseagle.com

ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 













Continued on page 2

QUEENS
TODAY

February 10, 2020

Continued on page 10

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh State of the City address at the American Museum of Natural History on Thursday. Many of 
his proposals will have a particular impact on Queens.                   Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office

Continued on page 2
Councilmember Peter Koo helped inaugurate the new Flushing Creek waterfront 
esplanade in September 2019.              Photo by John McCarten via City Council/Flickr

Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

AUGUST 6, 2020

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020Vol. 66, No. 80

WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
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A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.
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By Ryan Schwach 
Queens Daily Eagle 

Queens lawmakers, advocates and parents 
are breathing a sigh of relief after Sammy’s 
Law, a street safety measure pushed heavily 
by Queens electeds and families, was passed 
as part of the state budget over the weekend, 
allowing the city to determine the speed limit 
on its own streets.

The bill, which has been in the pipelines for 
several years, was called for heavily in Queens, 
a borough which faced the brunt of traffic vio-
lence over the last year, including the deaths of 
three children younger than 10-years-old. 

Promoted by the mother of Sammy Eckstein 
Cohen, a 12-year-old who was killed by a driv-

THE NYPD IS INVESTIGATING THE 
stabbing of two teenagers in Astoria Heights on 
Monday night, ABC reports. Police say the at-
tack happened around 6:45 p.m. at 21st Avenue 
and 75th Street in the Western Queens neigh-
borhood. The victims were an 18-year-old and 
a 16-year-old who were stabbed in the back and 
the right leg respectively. Both were taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital and are in stable condition. 
A group of male suspects fled on mopeds in an 
unknown direction, but no arrests have been 
made. 

SOUTHEAST QUEENS STATE SENA-
tor James Sanders gave his third speech from 
the Atlantic Ocean over the weekend. Sanders, 
doing his third-ever “Tuvalu Challenge” gave a 
climate change-centered speech hip-deep in the 
water off the shores of the Rockaway peninsu-
la on April 20. "Time is no longer a bystander 
in our fight against climate change; it's the ral-
lying cry echoing through every community,” 
Sanders said. “Our urgency is not just global; 
it's deeply local. Each action we take, every 
decision we make within our own neighbor-
hoods, reverberates globally. Let's embrace this 
urgency as a beacon of hope, igniting grassroots 
movements and empowering communities to 
champion sustainable change, for the health of 
our planet and the prosperity of our localities."

POLICE NABBED A QUEENS MAN      
last week for allegedly tampering with subway 
security cameras along the F train line, the Dai-
ly News reports. Sebastian Mendez on Thurs-
day night was arrested at the Parsons Boulevard 
station for allegedly covering at least 17 sub-
way security cameras with black tape along the 
train line. Mendez reportedly told officers he 
didn’t like hidden cameras or people watching 
him. His alleged actions blocked the depart-
ment’s view of a stabbing on that same platform 
last week. 

THE METS CAN EXPECT SOME RE-  
inforcements soon via the bat of newly acquired 
J.D. Martinez, CNY Central reports. Martinez 
is a six-time All Star who signed to a one-year, 
$12 million dollar deal in late March. He will 
be playing two games with the AAA Syracuse 
Mets this week, ramping up for a return to the 
Major Leagues, where he has a career 315 home 
runs and a .287 batting average over 13 seasons, 
according to Baseball Reference. He should be 
playing in Queens on Friday against the Car-
dinals. Heading into Tuesday night’s game 
against the San Francisco Giants, the Mets were 
12-8, a record good enough for third place in the 
highly competitive National League East. After 
dropping their first five games, the Mets have 
won seven of their last 10. They head home 
from their West Coast road trip on Friday. 

er in 2013, the bill will allow New York City 
– and other state municipalities – to set their 
own speed limits, rather than go by statewide 
regulations. 

According to studies cited by elected offi-
cials, a pedestrian is four times more likely to 
be killed by a car going 30 miles per hour than 
one traveling 25 miles per hour. Additionally, 
slowing from 30 to 25 miles per hour reduces 
the chance of a fatal crash by 78 percent, and 
lowering speeds from 25 to 20 miles per hour 
has led to a 14 percent reduction in injurious 
crashes. 

In recent months, passing Sammy’s Law 
had become a major goal for Queens residents 
and officials, after 8-year-old Bayron Palomino 

Arroyo, 3-year-old Quintus Chen and 7-year-
old Dolma Naadhun were killed in Queens over 
the last year due to traffic violence. 

“There are too many names,” said Queens 
Borough President Donovan Richards at a 
march in Corona last month. “They were beau-
tiful children with a bright future and families 
who loved them. They could have gone any-
where, they could have been anything. They 
had dreams shattered, all because of reckless 
drivers.”

This week, those elected officials and ad-
vocates are applauding the bill, which many of 
them wanted to see made into law much earlier. 

“It’s long past time we take back our streets 

See story on page 2

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Eric Adams wouldn’t confirm or 
deny Tuesday if he plans to nominate attorney 
Randy Mastro to serve as the city’s next top 
attorney – but that didn’t stop the mayor from 
defending the embattled potential nominee. 

Though Adams has yet to say whether he 
will nominate Mastro to serve as the city’s cor-
poration counsel – he’s also refused to say that 
he won’t be nominating Mastro – he and his 
chief counsel spent at least 15 minutes defend-
ing the former deputy mayor’s record during the 
mayor’s weekly “off-topic” press conference on 
Tuesday. 

Mastro, a former federal prosecutor, and 
deputy mayor and chief of staff under former 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, is widely expected to be 
nominated by the Adams administration for the 
role soon to be vacated by current Corporation 
Counsel Syliva Hinds-Radix.

Not long before Tuesday’s press conference, 
the City Council’s Black, Latino and Asian 
Caucus said in a statement that they would 
strongly oppose Mastro’s nomination, citing 

‘Slippery slope’‘Slippery slope’

Queens pols and grieving families Queens pols and grieving families 
celebrate passage of Sammy’s Lawcelebrate passage of Sammy’s Law

Sammy’s Law, a bill which will allow New York City to set its own speed limits, was included in the state budget last week. 
Eagle photo by Ryan Schwach

Randy Mastro, the mayor’s poten�al pick for the city’s next corpora�on counsel. May-
or Eric Adams defended Mastro on Tuesday as a number of city councilmembers have 
vowed to fight his nomina�on, should he be picked by the Adams administra�on for the 
job.                File photo by Caroline Willis/Mayoral Photo Office
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several of his past cases and clients. The oppo-
sition from the 34-member caucus would make 
Mastro’s approval by the 51-member Council, 
who would have to confirm any nomination for 
corporation counsel, dubious at best. A number 
of progressive councilmembers have also in re-
cent days vowed to block Mastro’s nomination, 
should the Adams administration go in that di-
rection.  

But Adams and his chief counsel, Lisa Zorn-
berg, were quick to defend Mastro on Tuesday.

“To go after an attorney based on the cases 
they represent is a slippery slope,” the mayor 
said. 

Zornberg, who serves as counsel to the may-
or, City Hall and a number of mayoral agencies, 
ticked off a number of pro bono cases Mastro 
had taken on during his career, as well as his 
achievements in the nonprofit and civic worlds. 

At one point, Zornberg drew parallels be-
tween Mastro and John Adams, the second pres-
ident of the United States who, as an attorney, 
defended the British soldiers who killed five 
people during the Boston Massacre.

“[President Adams] didn't hesitate to take 
on that case, because he believed in upholding 
the rule of law,” Zornberg said. “That is what 
makes the United States spectacular – our cred-
ible justice system.”

After serving in the Giuliani administration, 
Mastro has taken on a number of controversial 
cases. 

He served as an attorney to former New 
Jersey Governor Chris Christie and conducted 
an internal review of the “Bridgegate” scandal, 
during which Christie’s administration was ac-
cused of colluding to create traffic troubles in 
Fort Lee by closing the toll area in front of the 
upper level of the George Washington Bridge in 
an attempt to wound a political foe. 

Mastro also represented Chevron on behalf 
of law firm Gibson Dunn, where he formerly 
worked. The attorney helped get Chevron off 
the hook for a $9 billion judgment by the Ecua-
dorian government in an historic pollution case. 
He later represented the company as they pur-
sued a RICO case against Steven Donziger, the 
attorney who originally brought the suit against 
Chevron. After spending nearly three years un-
der house arrest as a result of the case, Donziger 
was disbarred in New York State. 

Mastro has also represented a number of 
clients that have brought cases against the city, 
including the state of New Jersey in its ongoing 
suit over the state’s plan to implement conges-
tion pricing in Manhattan. 

Adams defends potential corp counsel nominee as Council criticizes possible pick  
Continued from page 1

He currently works for King & Spalding.
In a statement on Tuesday, the Black, Lati-

no and Asian Caucus, which includes 10 of 
Queens’ 15 councilmembers, called Mastro’s 
nomination as corporation counsel “an affront 
to the principles of public service we all hold 
dear.”

“Given his professional track record rep-
resenting dubious clients, which has included 
bringing numerous lawsuits against the City of 
New York, Mastro is unfit to serve as the City’s 
chief lawyer,” the caucus said, adding that they 
felt his nomination was “questionable at best” 
and “deeply concerning.”

Noting that as corporation counsel Mastro 
would also be representing the City Council in 
court, the caucus said it “deserve[d] better than 
someone who has fought for the interests of 
top-earners, abusive corporations, and vindic-
tive politicians.”

“The BLAC is firm in its opposition to this 
potential nomination,” the lawmakers added. 
“We ask the administration to reconsider its po-
sition.”

In response to the caucus’ statement on 
Tuesday, the mayor said that he’d hope the 
Council would hear out any potential nominee, 
and judge them based on their responses to 

questioning, rather than just their resume. 
“I'm hoping that anyone we put up for any 

nomination, they have an opportunity to sell 
their story, let them know their real story, not 

By Robert Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

Hon. Biju Koshy has been appointed as the 
supervising judge of Richmond County Crim-
inal Court, becoming the first Asian American 
to occupy the judicial role in the history of the 
New York City Criminal Court. 

The appointment was announced by Chief 
Judge Joseph Zayas and First Deputy Chief 
Administrative Judge Norman St. George on 
Friday, following consultations with Presiding 
Justice Hector LaSalle of the Appellate Divi-
sion, Second Department.

Koshy will take over from Acting Supervis-
ing Judge Alexander Jeong. 

Zayas emphasized Koshy's understanding 
of the justice needs of the Staten Island com-
munity, which he has gained through his long-
term residence and participation in local civic 
activities.

“I am proud to announce this historic and 
well-earned appointment,” Zayas, a former 
Queens judge, said. “Biju Koshy is a fair-mind-
ed and talented judge, garnering a reputation for 
his innovative and collaborative leadership, le-
gal acumen and outstanding work ethic.” 

“Judge Koshy has ably served the New 
York City Criminal Court in a variety of ca-
pacities for well over a decade,” Zayas added. 
“Additionally, as a longtime Richmond County 
resident and participant in many local civic or-
ganizations and activities, he has a deep under-
standing of the justice needs of the Staten Island 
community.”

St. George also commented on Judge 

Koshy named to lead Richmond County Criminal Court in historic appointment
Koshy’s familiarity with criminal law and court 
operations, emphasizing his readiness to excel 
in his new role. Deputy Chief Administrative 
Judge for New York City Courts Deborah Ka-
plan mentioned Koshy's capabilities in prob-
lem-solving and adaptability as important for 
leading the Richmond County Criminal Court.

The Asian American Judges Association 
has expressed support for Koshy's appointment. 
Hon. Shahabuddeen Ally, president of the asso-
ciation and supervising judge of the New York 
County Civil Court, explained the significance 
of this appointment.

“The Asian American Judges Association is 
thrilled to celebrate the appointment of Judge 
Biju Koshy as supervising judge of Richmond 
County Criminal Court,” said Ally. “Judge 
Koshy is an eminently qualified jurist who 
brings much-needed diversity to the bench. Di-
versity and inclusion matters at all levels. This 
is a good day for New York State.”

Expressing gratitude for his appointment, 
Koshy reflected on his 14 years of service at the 
Richmond County Criminal Court.

“I am humbled and honored to receive this 
appointment and thankful to the New York State 
Courts’ leadership team for this opportunity,” 
Koshy said. “I have been privileged to work in 
the Richmond County Criminal Court for the 
past 14 years in various roles. I look forward to 
collaborating with our judges, court personnel 
and our partners in justice to serve the needs of 
all those who come before the Criminal Court.”

Koshy's legal career spans various signifi-
cant positions, including roles as a prosecutor 

and senior court attorney before his judicial ap-
pointment in 2021. He is also an active member 
of several legal and community organizations.
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what was printed about them,” the mayor said. 
“I think it is very healthy for people to be able 
to sit down and be able to say, ‘We're willing to 
answer questions.’”

Though the administration has confirmed 
that Hinds-Radix is on her way out of the top 
attorney role, they’ve been hushed about the 
reasons behind her departure, when it will be 
official and when a new nominee will be put 
forward. 

Multiple outlets have reported that 
Hinds-Radix’s opinions on a number of the 
high-profile cases brought against the city and 
the mayor over the past two years have differed 
from those held by administration, leading to 
clashes over the right defense. 

On Tuesday, the New York Post reported 
that the former judge had raised objections 
over the Law Department’s representation 
of Adams in a sexual assault lawsuit brought 
against him and was later asked by City Hall 
to resign. 

When asked on Tuesday about why the 
mayor may prefer Mastro to Hinds-Radix, the 
mayor said he would “let everyone know…
when we roll out and make our announcement 
official.”

But the mayor also called Hinds-Radix a 
“longtime friend.” 

“There is no disagreement,” Adams said. 
“All of us are dealing with these issues that 
we're facing, and we're all doing the best we can 
to make them happen.”

Mayor Eric Adams defended potential corporation counsel nominee Randy Mastro on 
Tuesday. 				              File photo by Ed Reed/Mayoral Photography Office

Judge Biju Koshy is the newly appoint-
ed supervising judge of Richmond County 
Criminal Court, making him the first Asian 
American to hold this position in the his-
tory of the New York City Criminal Court.

Eagle file photo by Caroline Ourso

New York City Corporation Counsel Sylvia Hinds-Radix, who is expected to depart the ad-
ministration soon. 			             File photo by Ed Reed/Mayoral Photography Office
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Migrant men allege ‘Grabba’ sweatshop 
stole their earnings in new complaint

By Claudia Irizarry Aponte
THE CITY

Two Ecuadorian migrants working in a 
Queens factory packaging loose “grabba” tobac-
co sold by a popular New York-based street brand 
have filed wage theft complaints to the state labor 
department, alleging thousands of dollars of un-
paid labor and overtime.

The complaint against HotHead Grabba LLC 
comes weeks after women in a Brooklyn facto-
ry filed papers against the company with the New 
York State Department of Labor and the federal 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
alleging wage theft and dangerous working condi-
tions, as previously reported by THE CITY.

In the new complaints to the state DOL, sub-
mitted April 11, the two male workers assert they 
typically worked between 10 and 13 hours a day, 
seven days a week at an Ozone Park assembly line 
packing tobacco into five-gram plastic tubes for 
sale in retail outlets for several weeks in Novem-
ber and December.

A man they knew only as El Niño told them 
they would be paid $10 an hour, the men said in 
their complaints and in a joint interview with THE 
CITY. The New York minimum wage at the time 
was $15 an hour, now up to $16.

They were never paid even the $10 an hour, 
according to the complaint — either getting short-
changed or not paid at all.

The older brother, who’s 34, got paid $1,600 
for 410 hours of work according to their calcula-
tions filed with the state — equivalent to $3.90 per 
hour. His 25-year-old sibling received $1,540 for 
400 hours of work.

With overtime, they are owed $6,545 and 
$6,365 respectively, asserts the complaint, filed 
with the state by the immigrant advocacy organi-
zation Make the Road New York.

“We just want them to compensate us for our 
work,” the older brother said of HotHead Grab-
ba. THE CITY is withholding the complainants’ 
names at their request. “We don’t want this to hap-
pen to anyone else ever again.”

In their complaint, the men said that even get-
ting paid what they were able to get was a pro-
tracted process. “I asked El Niño repeatedly for 

my unpaid wages, eventually he told me to stop 
calling and he would let me know when my pay-
ment was ready but I never heard from him,” both 
of them assert on their complaint forms.

The brothers also described sweatshop-like 
conditions at the factory, where they listened to 
salsa, Colombian vallenato and English-language 
music on a speaker while sorting and packing the 
tobacco.

HotHead provided workers with surgical face 
masks, barely a buffer against the acrid tobacco 
smell, so strong that they stuffed their masks with 
napkins as an additional filter. At the end of his 
shifts, the younger brother said, his hands were 
sometimes swollen and cramped.

The ground tobacco, they said, was “every-
where” – inside their masks, stuck to their clothes 
and hanging in the air, making them nauseous and 
dizzy, they told THE CITY.

The factory, which the brothers said is win-
dowless and unventilated, doesn’t have a bath-
room, forcing workers to use the bathroom at a 
garage next door. On days where the garage was 
closed, workers had no choice but to wait until 
they got home to wash their faces and hands. They 
have not submitted complaints to OSHA.

The state labor department declined to discuss 
the new complaint, citing its ongoing investiga-
tion of HotHead Grabba.

OSHA is probing the Brooklyn women’s 
claims of enduring dizziness, fainting and nausea 
on the job, THE CITY previously reported.

A message sent to HotHead Grabba’s Ins-
tagram account Monday did not receive a re-
sponse. Last month, a message from the account 
called “false” the initial wage theft allegations 
from women who had worked at the Brooklyn 
factory.

“How can we ever owe someone thousands 
of dollars we don’t offer that kind of help here, it’s 
impossible so,” the message read.

HotHead Grabba registered as a limited liabil-
ity company with the state of New York on March 
7, three days after OSHA inspected the Brooklyn 
factory and a week after THE CITY first exposed 
the allegations of sweatshop conditions at that fa-
cility.

Weekly Pay Promised
The brothers started working at the Ozone 

Park factory just three days after arriving in New 
York from their native Ecuador in November. A 
mutual friend told them about the job, saying they 
could earn between $2,100 and $2,200 a week 
packing ground tobacco.

Once at the factory, the younger brother said, 
the two went straight to work after “El Niño” ex-
plained how and when they would be compensat-

ed: $8 hourly for the first week, and then $10 hour-
ly every week after, from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. every 
day, in cash payments at the end of each week.

The men worked seven days a week to meet 
their production quota: a daily minimum of 500 
plastic bags filled with 30 five-gram branded 
tubes of packed “grabba” tobacco each, the equiv-
alent of 15,000 individual tubes daily, they told 
THE CITY.

The men told THE CITY they were in charge 
of packing the tobacco while two other men were 
responsible for grinding the stripped tobacco 
leaves that arrived in piles of black garbage bags 
throughout the day.

At the time, the two brothers were unaware of 
New York’s minimum wage laws but they were 
happy with the pay they were promised, said the 
older sibling, compared to the $20 a day he earned 
harvesting bananas back home.

The brothers didn’t receive their first payment 
until their third week at the job, $520 and $480, 
according to the complaint, after reporting 190 
hours of work.

“El Niño told us that business was bad and 
that’s why they couldn’t pay us the full amount 
then, but they would in the future,” the younger 
sibling said.

But if business is so bad, he recalled asking 
El Niño, why hadn’t their hours and daily quota 
decreased? “He said that they would give the to-
bacco to the stores on credit, and that’s why they 
didn’t have any money,” the former worker said.

They each received two more payments be-
fore quitting on Dec. 18, 2023, according to their 
complaints to the DOL.

“It got to the point where we couldn’t afford 
the bus to work,” said the older brother. “That’s 
why we told them we were quitting.”

Another relative loaned the brothers money to 
cover their rent, a debt they are still repaying. Both 
said they continued texting and calling El Niño to 
ask for their money — and claim El Niño even-
tually told them to stop calling him, an assertion 
they included in their DOL complaints.

Now both work as construction day laborers, 
finding odd jobs in residential renovation projects 
and construction cleanup. The pay is better – $16 
an hour, they said – but between recent bad weath-
er and a market saturated with other migrants like 
them, work is hard to find.

They only realized the extent of how much 
money they were owed when in February they at-
tended a know-your-rights workshop at the Jack-
son Heights office of Make The Road and learned 
about New York’s minimum wage laws for the 
first time.

The younger brother said he hopes that Hot-
Head will stop denying other workers their due 
wages.

“We’re angry, and we feel like we were cheat-
ed,” he said. “We want [HotHead] to really think 
about what they’ve done with our pay, and to stop 
cheating workers out of their pay and taking ad-
vantage of illegals.”

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

A Harlem market advertises selling HotHead Grabba, Feb. 23, 2024. 
Credit: Alex Krales/THE CITY

A worker shows how swollen his hands would get after long shifts packing thousands of 
tubes of loose HotHead Grabba tobacco, April 17, 2024. � Credit: Claudia Irizarry Aponte/THE CITY

Video shows conditions inside a HotHead Grabba packaging warehouse. 
Credit: Screenshot from Video Obtained by THE CITY
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RR eview and comment

Shaming Can Sometimes Be Helpful for Online 
Groups: A Political Scientist Tells When and How

By Jennifer Forestal
The Conversation

“Cancel culture” has a bad reputa-
tion. There is growing anxiety over this 
practice of publicly shaming people on-
line for violating social norms ranging 
from inappropriate jokes to controver-
sial business practices.

Online shaming can be a wildly dis-
proportionate response that violates the 
privacy of the shamed while offering 
them no good way to defend themselves. 
These consequences lead some critics 
to claim that online shaming creates a 
“hate storm” that destroys lives and rep-
utations, leaves targets with “permanent 
digital baggage” and threatens the funda-
mental right to publicly express yourself 
in a democracy. As a result, some schol-
ars have declared that online shaming is 
a “moral wrong and social ill.”

But is online public shaming neces-
sarily negative? I’m a political scien-
tist who studies the relationship between 
digital technologies and democracy. In 
my research, I show how public sham-
ing can be a valuable tool for democratic 
accountability. However, it is more like-
ly to provide these positive effects with-
in a clearly defined community whose 
members have many overlapping con-
nections.

When shaming helps
Public shaming is a “horizontal” 

form of social sanctioning, in which peo-
ple hold one another responsible for vi-
olating social norms, rather than appeal-
ing to higher authorities to do so. This 
makes it especially useful in democrat-
ic societies, as well as in cases where the 
shamers face power imbalances or lack 
access to formal authorities that could 
hold the shamed accountable.

For example, public shaming can be 
an effective strategy for challenging cor-
porate power and behavior or maintain-
ing journalistic norms in the face of pla-
giarism. By harnessing social pressure, 
public shaming can both motivate people 
to change their behavior and deter future 
violations by others.

But public shaming generally needs 
to occur in a specific social context to 
have these positive effects. First, every-
one involved must recognize shared so-
cial norms and the shamer’s authority to 
sanction violations of them. Second, the 
shamed must care about their reputation. 
And third, the shaming must be accom-
panied by the possibility of reintegration, 
allowing the shamed to atone and be wel-
comed back into the fold.

This means that public shaming is 
more likely to deliver accountability 
in clearly defined communities where 
members have many overlapping con-
nections, such as schools where all the 
parents know one another.

In communal spaces where people 
frequently run into each other, like work-
places, it is more likely that they un-
derstand shared social norms and the 
obligations to follow them. In these en-
vironments, it is more likely that peo-
ple care about what others think of 
them, and that they know how to apolo-
gize when needed so that they can be re-
integrated in the community.

Communities that connect
Most online shamings, however, do 

not take place in this kind of positive so-

cial context. On the social platform X, 
previously known as Twitter, which hosts 
many high-profile public shamings, us-
ers generally lack many shared connec-
tions with one another. There is no sin-
gular “X community” with universally 
shared norms, so it is difficult for users to 
collectively sanction norm violations on 
the platform.

Moreover, reintegration for tar-
gets of shamings on X is nearly impos-
sible, since it is not clear to what com-
munity they should apologize, or how 
they should do so. It should not be sur-
prising, then, that most highly publicized 
X shamings – like those of PR execu-
tive Justine Sacco, who was shamed for 
a racist tweet in 2013, and Amy Cooper, 
the “Central Park Karen” — tend to de-
generate into campaigns of harassment 
and stigmatization.

But just because X shamings often 
turn pathological does not mean all on-
line shamings do. On Threadless, an on-
line community and e-commerce site for 
artists and designers, users effectively use 
public shaming to police norms around 
intellectual property. Wikipedians’ use 
of public “reverts” — reversals of edits 
to entries — has helped enforce the en-
cylopedia’s standards even with anon-
ymous contributors. Likewise, Black 
Twitter has long used the practice of pub-
lic shaming as an effective mechanism of 
accountability.

What sets these cases apart is their 
community structure. Shamings in these 
contexts are more productive because 
they occur within clearly defined groups 
in which members have more shared 
connections.

Acknowledging these differences in 
social context helps clarify why, for ex-
ample, when a Reddit user was shamed 
by his subcommunity for posting an in-
appropriate photo, he accepted the re-
buke, apologized and was welcomed 
back into the community. In contrast, 
those shamed on X often issue vague 
apologies before disengaging entirely.

Crossing online borders
There are still very real consequenc-

es of moving public shaming online. 
Unlike in most offline contexts, online 
shamings often play out on a massive 
scale that makes it more difficult for us-
ers to understand their connections with 
one another. Moreover, by creating op-
portunities to expand and overlap net-
works, the internet can blur community 
boundaries in ways that complicate the 
practice of public shaming and make it 
more likely to turn pathological.

For example, although the Reddit 
user was reintegrated into his commu-
nity, the shaming soon spread to other 
subreddits, as well as national news out-
lets, which ultimately led him to delete 
his Reddit account altogether.

This example suggests that online 
public shaming is not straightforward. 
While shaming on X is rarely produc-
tive, the practice on other platforms, and 
in offline spaces characterized by clear-
ly defined communities such as college 
campuses, can provide important public 
benefits.

Shaming, like other practices of a 
healthy democracy, is a tool whose val-
ue depends on how it’s used.

Jennifer Forestall is an assistant pro-
fessor of political science at Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago
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Fernández Officially 
Named Nets Coach

Former Sacramento assistant to take reins in Brooklyn 
By John Torenli, Sports Editor

Brooklyn Daily Eagle
The Brooklyn Nets had to wait a while 

to get their man.
But once the Sacramento Kings were 

ousted from the NBA play-in tournament 
last week, Nets general manager Sean 
Marks was officially able to name Jordi 
Fernández as Brooklyn’s new head coach.

“We’re thrilled to announce Jor-
di Fernández as Brooklyn’s new head 
coach,” Marks finally confirmed through 
a team-issued statement Monday, nearly 
a week after ESPN and other sources re-
vealed the hire.

Terms of the deal were not released, as 
per team policy.

The 41-year-old Fernández spent the 
past two seasons on the Sacramento bench, 
helping the Kings reach the playoffs for the 
first time since 2006 in 2022-23 as Mike 
Brown’s top associate.

This season, Sacramento finished 10 
games above .500, but failed to grab one of 
the six coveted spots in the Western Con-
ference that would have guaranteed it a 
first-round series.

Instead, the Kings were relegat-
ed to ninth-place in the West, where they 
knocked off Golden State in the 9-10 
matchup of the play-in before last Thurs-
day night’s ousting in New Orleans with 
the No. 8 seed on the line.

If Sacramento had slipped past the Pel-
icans, Brooklyn would still be waiting for 
Fernández to show up here.

The native of Badalona, Spain will be 
in Industry City at the team’s HSS Train-
ing Center Wednesday at 11 a.m. to begin 
his duties as the 24th coach in Nets history.

Marks reportedly interviewed a dozen 
candidates, including interim coach Kev-
in Ollie, during the regular season’s final 
month before settling on Fernández, who 
has worked at the amateur, international 
and professional levels.

“As we progressed through an exten-
sive search over the past six weeks, it be-
came increasingly clear that Jordi is the 

best coach to lead our team forward,” 
Marks intimated.

“Jordi brings a diverse set of experienc-
es and basketball knowledge gained over 
the course of a coaching career that has 
taken him around the world. 

An assistant for six seasons in Denver 
and part of the player-development team 
in Cleveland for several years, Fernández 
guided Team Canada to its highest finish 
ever in international competition, winning 
a bronze medal at the 2023 FIBA Basket-
ball World Cup.

He also coached Canton of the NBA’s 
G-League to a pair of Eastern Conference 
finals as head coach. 

Now, he inherits a team that missed the 
postseason for the first time in six cam-
paigns and finished with 50 losses.

Ollie took over for former coach Jacque 
Vaughn after the Nets tumbled from 13-
10 to 21-33 at the All-Star break. Brook-
lyn went 11-17 under Ollie, but was elim-
inated from playoff contention on April 3 
while the Kings played on.

Fernández did get a recent look at his 
new team, visiting Barclays Center with 
Sacramento on April 7. 

The Kings rolled to a 30-point win in 
Brooklyn, but that didn’t deter Fernández 
from welcoming the opportunity to hold 
one of the league’s 30 head-coaching po-
sitions.

“I am truly grateful to lead the Nets as 
head coach and cannot thank (Nets own-
ers) Joe and Clara (Tsai), and Sean enough 
for this exciting and humbling opportuni-
ty,” Fernández noted in the release. 

“My family and I are thrilled to join 
such an incredible organization and be-
come part of the vibrant Brooklyn com-
munity. I am eager to get to work with this 
talented group of players and collectively 
drive our team forward. 

There is talent on the Nets roster. 
Mikal Bridges is coming off an up-

and-down campaign after shining here 
following his arrival in the Kevin Durant 
trade-deadline deal in February 2023.

Cam Thomas emerged as the Nets’ top 
scorer for the season and led them in points 
in each of their final 10 contests.

Nic Claxton, an unrestricted free agent 
this summer, finished tied for sixth in the 
NBA in blocked shots and just missed av-
eraging a double-double with 11.8 points 
and 9.9 rebounds per game this year.

Point guard Dennis Schroder, forward 
Cam Johnson and veteran power forward 
Dorian Finney-Smith give Brooklyn add-
ed depth, as will the return of blossoming 
young players like Noah Clowney, Jalen 
Wilson and Trendon Watford.

Marks believes Fernández will make 
the most of his current roster, regardless of 
offseason changes via trade or free agen-
cy. Also, Brooklyn’s new coach will have 
a say in whom the Nets select during the 
NBA Draft in June.

“Each step of the way, Jordi has con-
sistently demonstrated the ability to im-
plement strong processes and creative sys-
tems designed to optimize each team’s 
specific roster,” Marks gushed.

“He’s proven the ability to build genu-
ine relationships and garner the respect of 
players of all levels, and we’re confident 

that our players will benefit greatly from 
his expertise. We look forward to Jordi, 
Kelsey and their children joining the Nets 
family and calling Brooklyn home.”

Ownership was just as pleased with the 
hire.

“We are excited to welcome Jordi 
Fernández and his family to the Nets big 
family,” said Tsai. 

“Jordi’s character as a leader and his 
emphasis on structure, process and habits 
will instill a Nets identity that our fans will 
want to root for. We look forward to work-
ing with Jordi to build a sustainable win-
ning culture in Brooklyn.”

Unlike his predecessors here in Brook-
lyn -- Avery Johnson, P.J. Carlesimo, Ja-
son Kidd, Lionel Hollins, Kenny Atkinson, 
Nash and Vaughn -- Fernández is looking 
forward to a long tenure on the corner of 
Atlantic and Flatbush.

One that will ultimately result in this 
borough’s first major pro sports champion-
ship since the 1955 Brooklyn Dodgers.

“Together, we will be fully committed 
to building something special for Nets fans 
and the borough to be proud of for years to 
come,” he said.

PORTSSS

Jordi Fernández will be in Industry City Wednesday morning, when he will officially be in-
troduced as the 24th head coach of the Brooklyn Nets. � AP Photo by David Zalubowski

Both Kevin Ollie (left) and Jacque Vaughn tried to turn the Nets around last season, but 
Brooklyn will welcome new head coach Jordi Fernández on Wednesday. 

AP Photo by David Zalubowski

Nets general manager Sean Marks interviewed a dozen candidates before picking for-
mer Sacramento assistant Jordi Fernández to lead Brooklyn. � AP Photo by Mary Altaffer
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JAKARTA — More problems accepting election results: A protester shouts slogans as smoke billows 
from burning tires during a rally alleging widespread fraud in the Feb. 14 presidential election near Con-
stitutional Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Monday, April 22, 2024. The country’s top court on Monday re-
jected appeals lodged by two losing presidential candidates who are demanding a revote, alleging wide-
spread irregularities and fraud at the February polls.� Photo: Achmad Ibrahim/AP

DENVER — Celebrity action right under the net: Denver Nuggets guard Reggie Jackson (7) and Los 
Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) eye the ball during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA bas-
ketball first-round playoff series, Monday, April 22, 2024, in Denver.� Photo: Jack Dempsey/AP

MILAN — At this global fashion center, ‘WE LIKE SHORT 
SHORTS…’: Inter Milan’s Marcus Thuram, left, and Inter Milan’s Fed-
erico Dimarco celebrate at the end of the Serie A soccer match between 
AC Milan and Inter Milan at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Monday, 
April 22, 2024.� Photo: Luca Bruno/AP

 Our
 World In
Pictures

BRAZIL — In recognition of 
those who came first: An 
Indigenous woman attends 
the 20th annual Free Land 
Indigenous Camp in Brasil-
ia, Brazil, Monday, April 22, 
2024. The 7-day event aims 
to show the unity of Brazil’s 
Indigenous peoples in their 
fight for the demarcation of 
their lands and their rights.

Photo: Luis Nova/AP
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 Our
 World In
Pictures

KYIV — The face of hope for sur-
vival of prisoners: A woman holds a 
“Free Azov” sign during a rally in Kyiv, 
Ukraine, aiming to raise awareness on 
the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war, 
Sunday, April 21, 2024. The U.S. House 
of Representatives swiftly approved 
$95 billion in foreign aid for Ukraine, Is-
rael and other U.S. allies in a rare Sat-
urday session as Democrats and Repub-
licans banded together after months 
of hard-right resistance over renewed 
American support for repelling Russia’s 
invasion.� Photo: Francisco Seco/AP

ATLANTA — ‘I dub thee safe, Sir Goodslide…’: Atlanta Braves’ Orlando Arcia is playfully tagged on 
the head by Miami Marlins second base Luis Arraez (3) after sliding into second base with a double in the 
seventh inning of a baseball game Monday, April 22, 2024, in Atlanta.� Photo: John Bazemore/AP

VIETNAM — It’s a big deal, and it’s bagged for shipping: A worker 
carries a bag of rice at a warehouse in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Tues-
day, Jan. 30, 2024. Vietnam is the world’s third-largest rice exporter, and 
the staple importance to Vietnamese culture is palpable in the Mekong 
Delta.� Photo: Jae C. Hong/AP

LA PAZ — Earth Day celebrated with earthy instruments: Aymara Indigenous musicians play during 
a ceremony in honor of the “Pachamama,” or Mother Earth, on Earth Day in La Paz, Bolivia, Monday, April 
22, 2024.� Photo: Juan Karita/AP
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Poor communication, out-of-service equipment hindered 
response to tropical storm, comptroller finds

By Katie Honan
THE CITY

New York City officials were unprepared 
for torrential rainfall last September that flood-
ed roads, homes and schools, according to a new 
report from the city comptroller’s office, which 
found that poor communication, staff shortages 
and out-of-service equipment hampered the city’s 
response.

The report, released Monday by Comptroller 
Brad Lander, focused on how city agencies han-
dled Tropical Storm Ophelia, which dumped 8.65 
inches of rain in some parts of the city on Septem-
ber 29, 2023. At the storm’s peak, some parts of 
Brooklyn saw up to 3 inches of rain in an hour.

It was the wettest day in New York City since 
the remnants of Hurricane Ida hit in September 
2021. It was also the wettest September day on re-
cord at John F. Kennedy Airport, surpassing the 
previous mark set by Hurricane Donna in 1960, 
according to the National Weather Service.

But despite promising to change the way it 
notifies and prepares for extreme weather, city of-
ficials still seemed surprised by the storm, Land-
er said.

“One thing that’s critical in making sure that 
you’re actually ready for storms when they hit 
and in strengthening public confidence is to do an 
investigation into how things went when it hap-
pened,” he said at a press conference Monday.

The biggest issue, Lander said, was that his 
team found that the majority of the trucks the city 
uses to clean catch basins of debris were out of 
service on the day of the storm, with just 19 of 51 
operating.

The Department of Sanitation maintains the 
trucks on behalf of the Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP).

That made it harder for DEP to inspect the 964 
catch basins (out of 153,000 total) identified for 
priority inspection – clearing fewer than half of 
them before the storm.

A mechanic shortage at DSNY caused the re-
pair backlog, which only got worse as the year 
went on, the report found. The number of out-of-

service trucks rose to 77% by the end of 2023, up 
from 63% at the time of the storm.

A spokesperson for the mayor, Liz Garcia, de-
fended their administration’s response and noted 
that the comptroller’s report contained a “slew of 
inaccuracies.”

“Since the start of the administration, we have 
invested billions of dollars in climate infrastruc-
ture that has already started to save lives and pre-
vent damage to properties — just take the Jew-
el Streets project, where the first phase of our $75 
million flood management investment got this 
neighborhood dry in a few hours, as opposed to 
the weeks it took during Hurricane Ida,” she said 
in a statement.

“And in the face of Tropical Storm Ophelia 

— which brought more total rainfall than Ida in 
some parts of the city — our city agencies inspect-
ed over 900 catch basins, distributed thousands 
of flood barriers, rain barrels, and other protec-
tive tools, and got the word out to millions of New 
Yorkers two days ahead of the event.”

Catch basin cleaning is a multi-agency effort, 
she noted, adding that more than 900 catch basins 
prone to clogging were cleaned by other agen-
cies like the Department of Transportation. And 
DEP as well as the Department of Citywide Ad-
ministrative Services are prioritizing buying new 
trucks, she added.

The comptroller’s office also found deficien-
cies in the city’s notification system through the 
New York City Emergency Management depart-
ment, or NYCEM.

The office activated an emergency flood plan 
at 8:30 a.m. the day before the storm, which let 
them coordinate with other agencies. But “this 
proactive approach was not as effectively extend-
ed to public communications,” the report said.

Lander’s team noted that the mayor’s first 
press conference on the storm was held at 11:40 
a.m. on Sept. 29 – three hours after the storm be-
gan. The Department of Education first posted on 
social media at 12:35 p.m. the day of the storm, 
and updated its website on school dismissal at 
2:30 p.m.

The New York City Housing Authority sent 
out robocalls at 4:45 p.m., nine hours after flood-
ing began.

Most New Yorkers are not enrolled in the 
NotifyNYC alert systems for specific events; 
the report found, for example, that just 2.7% of 
New Yorkers over the age of 16 signed up for 
flash-flooding warnings.

The basement apartment notification list has 
just 2,378 subscribers, which is less than 1% of 
the estimated number of people living in these 

dwellings in the city, the report found. The re-
port noted that these “residents are an especially 
hard-to-reach population because many basement 
apartments are not formally permitted, and many 
speak languages other than English.”

Garcia said the NotifyNYC alert system 
reaches more than a million New Yorkers, and the 
emergency management office worked with DEP 
to distribute 4,00 flood barriers, 7,500 rain barrels, 
500 sump pumps, and 500 flood sensors to people 
in flood-prone neighborhoods last year.

Extreme Weather Coordinator MIA
Another issue identified in the report was over 

the “extreme weather coordinator,” a role originat-
ed by former Mayor Bill de Blasio in response to 
Hurricane Ida. On the day of the storm, that co-
ordinator position was not filled, according to the 
report.

In the days following the storm, a spokesper-
son for the mayor said City Hall had appointed 
someone internally to take on the role — but re-
fused to say who it was.

Lander said the Adams administration told 
their team last month that Camille Joseph Var-
lack, the mayor’s chief of staff, has been assigned 
the role, which includes coordinating with other 
agencies during a weather emergency and arrang-
ing run-throughs of various scenarios.

“Under this administration, our extreme 
weather coordinator has always reported to the 
chief of staff, and as we have continued to think 
about best practices around weather preparedness, 
that position has now shifted to Chief of Staff Jo-
seph Varlack,” Garcia said in a statement, al-
though she would not name who the previous “ex-
treme weather coordinator” was.

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

Streets were flooded in South Williamsburg as Tropical Storm Ophelia hit the city, Sept. 29, 2023. � Credit: Gwynne Hogan/THE CITY

A New York City catch basin collects storm water. � Credit: Screengrab/NYC Water/YouTube
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What’s EMTALA, the patient protection law at the 
center of Supreme Court abortion arguments?

By Amanda Seitz
Associated Press

The Supreme Court will hear arguments 
Wednesday in a case that could determine wheth-
er doctors can provide abortions to pregnant wom-
en with medical emergencies in states that enact 
abortion bans.

The Justice Department has sued Idaho over 
its abortion law, which only allows a woman to 
get an abortion when her life — not her health — 
is at risk. The state law has raised questions about 
when a doctor is able to provide the stabilizing 
treatment that federal law requires.

The federal law, called the Emergency Med-
ical Treatment and Active Labor Act, or EMTA-
LA, requires doctors to stabilize or treat any pa-
tient who shows up at an emergency room.

Here’s a look at the history of EMTALA, 
what rights it provides patients and how a Su-
preme Court ruling might change that.

What protections does EMTALA provide 
me at an ER?

Simply put, EMTALA requires emergency 
rooms to offer a medical exam if you present at 
their facility. The law applies to nearly all emer-
gency rooms – any that accept Medicare funding.

Those emergency rooms are required to sta-
bilize patients if they do have a medical emergen-
cy before discharging or transferring them. And 
if the emergency room doesn’t have the resourc-
es or staff to properly treat that patient, staff are 
required to arrange a medical transfer to another 
hospital, after they’ve confirmed the facility can 
accept the patient.

So, for example, if a pregnant woman shows 
up at an emergency room concerned that she is in 
labor but there is no OB/GYN on staff, hospital 
staff cannot simply direct the woman to go else-
where.

Why was this law created?
Look to Chicago in the early 1980s.
Doctors at the city’s public hospital were con-

fronting a huge problem: thousands of patients, 
many of them Black or Latino, were arriving in 
very bad condition – and they were sent there by 
private hospitals in the city who refused to treat 
them. Most of them did not have health insurance.

Chicago wasn’t alone. Doctors working in 
public hospitals around the country reported simi-
lar issues. Media reports, including one of a preg-
nant woman who delivered a stillborn baby after 
being turned away by two hospitals because she 
didn’t have insurance, intensified public pressure 
on politicians to act.

Congress drafted legislation with Republican 
Sen. David Durenberger of Minnesota saying at 
the time, “Americans, rich or poor, deserve ac-
cess to quality health care. This question of access 
should be the government’s responsibility at the 
federal, state, and local levels.”

Then President Ronald Reagan signed the bill 
into law in 1986.

What happens if a hospital 
turns away a patient?

The hospital is investigated by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services. If they find the 
hospital violated a patient’s right to care, they can 
lose their Medicare funding, a vital source of rev-
enue for most hospitals to keep their doors open.

Usually, however, the federal government is-
sues fines when a hospital violates EMTALA. 
They can add up to hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

WHY IS THE SUPREME COURT 
LOOKING AT THE LAW?

Since the Supreme Court overturned the 
constitutional right to an abortion, President Joe 
Biden, a Democrat, has repeatedly reminded hos-
pitals that his administration considers an abortion 
part of the stabilizing care that EMTALA requires 
facilities to provide.

The administration argues that Idaho’s law 
prevents ER doctors from offering an abortion if a 

woman needs one in a medical emergency.
But Idaho’s attorney general has pointed out 

that EMTALA also requires hospitals to consid-
er the health of the “unborn child” in its treatment, 
too.

What are advocates saying?
Anti-abortion advocates argue that state laws 

banning abortion can co-exist with the federal law 
that requires hospitals to stabilize pregnant pa-
tients in an emergency.

The prominent anti-abortion group Susan B. 
Anthony Pro-Life America said in a statement to 
The Associated Press on Friday that all 50 states 
offer life-saving care to women. The group re-
sponded to an AP article that found pregnancy-re-
lated EMTALA complaints spiked in some states 
with strict abortion bans in 2022.

“This is not a red state-blue state issue, this is 
a nationwide need for better emergency care for 
women and their unborn children,” said Kelsey 
Pritchard, the group’s state public affairs direc-
tor. “EMTALA clearly requires care for both pa-
tients.”

But many doctors say it’s not as clear cut as 
anti-abortion advocates claim. Idaho’s state law 
banning abortion, except for the life of the mother, 
has left some doctors weighing if a patient is close 
enough to death to treat.

Most other states allow doctors to perform 
abortions to save the health of a mother. But, if 
the Supreme Court rules in Idaho’s favor, it could 
invite other states to pass restrictions without that 
exemption.

In a statement released Monday, Jack Res-
neck, the former president of the American Medi-
cal Association, said Idaho’s law forces doctors to 
withhold proper treatment for patients.

The state’s “dangerous standard cannot be ap-
plied to the real-life situations faced in emergency 
departments every day,” Resneck said. “There is 
no bright line when each patient’s condition sud-
denly reaches “life-threatening,” and deteriorat-
ing patients don’t want their physicians delaying 
care.”

The Supreme Court is seen on Friday, April 21, 2023, in Washington. The U.S. Supreme Court will hear arguments Wednesday in a case 
that could determine whether doctors can provide abortions to pregnant women with medical emergencies in states that enact abor-
tion bans. � AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File
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By Jill Colvin
Associated Press

Former President Donald 
Trump is meeting with anoth-
er foreign leader while he's 
in New York for his criminal 
hush money trial.

The presumptive GOP 
nominee was hosting former 
Japanese Prime Minister Taro 
Aso, one of the country's 
most influential politicians, 
at Trump Tower on Tuesday 
evening.

“He’s a highly respected 
man in Japan and beyond,” 
Trump told reporters as he 
greeted Aso in the Trump 
Tower lobby. “It's a great hon-
or to have him.”

Aso is just the latest for-
eign leader to spend time with 
Trump in recent weeks as U.S. 
allies prepare for the possibil-
ity that he could win back the 
White House this November. 
Trump and Democratic Pres-
ident Joe Biden are locked in 
what is expected to be an ex-
tremely close rematch, even as 
Trump stands criminal trial in 
Manhattan and faces three ad-
ditional criminal indictments.

“Leaders from around the 
world know that with Pres-
ident Trump we had a safer, 
more peaceful world,” said 
Trump spokesperson Bri-
an Hughes in a statement. 
“Meetings and calls from 
world leaders reflect the rec-
ognition of what we already 
know here at home. Joe Biden 
is weak, and when President 
Trump is sworn in as the 
47th President of the United 
States, the world will be more 
secure and America will be 
more prosperous.”

Trump met last week with 
Polish President Andrzej Duda 
at Trump Tower and also met 
recently with British Foreign 
Secretary David Cameron and 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán.

Trump was close with 
Shinzo Abe, the former Japa-
nese prime minister who was 
assassinated in 2022, and their 
relationship underscored the 
premium Trump puts on per-
sonal ties when it comes to 
foreign affairs.

Trump told reporters he'd 
gotten to know Aso “through 
our very dear friend, Shinzo,” 
whom he praised as “one of 
my favorite people in the 
world.”

"We loved Shinzo," said 

Trump meets with a senior 
Japanese official after court 

session in his hush money trial

Trump. “Shinzo was a great 
friend of mine. He was truly a 
great man and somebody that 
we all respected and we really 
loved. And I miss him greatly."

Aso, 83, served as deputy 
prime minister and finance 
minister under Abe and is now 
vice president of the Japanese 
Liberal Democratic Party and 
considered a kingmaker in the 
country. His trip comes amid 
growing concern in Japan over 
the impact of a possible Trump 
victory on the country's trade 
relations and security ties with 
the U.S.

Trump has threatened to 
impose broad new tariffs if he 
wins a second term and has 
generally approached interna-
tional agreements with skep-
ticism.

Early Tuesday morning, 
Trump complained about the 
U.S. dollar reaching a new 
high against the Japanese yen, 
calling it “a total disaster for 
the United States.”

“When I was President, 
I spent a good deal of time 
telling Japan and China, in 
particular, you can’t do that,” 
he wrote on his Truth Social 
platform. “It sounds good to 
stupid people, but it is a disas-
ter for our manufacturers and 
others.”

The U.S. dollar is trading 
at above 150 yen recently, up 
from 130-yen mark a year ago, 
which has made it more costly 
for Japan to import goods but 
has boosted exports.

Aso visited the U.S. in 
January, when he met with 
Republican Sen. Bill Hagerty 
of Tennessee who served as 
U.S. Ambassador to Japan 
when Trump was in the White 
House.

On Tuesday, Japanese For-
eign Minister Yoko Kamikawa 
declined to comment on Aso’s 
trip, saying “the government is 
not involved and it’s his per-
sonal activity” as a lawmaker.

President Joe Biden host-
ed current Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida at the 
White House for talks and a 
state dinner earlier this month. 
During the visit, the leaders 
announced plans to upgrade 
U.S.-Japan military relations,
with both sides looking to
tighten cooperation amid con-
cerns about North Korea’s nu-
clear program and China’s in-
creasing military assertiveness
in the Pacific.

Republican presidential candidate former President Don-
ald Trump meets with former Japanese Prime Minister 
Taro Aso at Trump Tower in midtown Manhattan in New 
York, Tuesday, April 23, 2024.                      AP Photo/Craig Ruttle
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AMENDED CITATION
FILE NO. 2016-1810/D AMENDED CI-
TATION THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK BY THE GRACE OF GOD, 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT TO: RUTH 
A. COMUNALE, THE GUCCIARDO LAW 
FIRM, PLLC, LIPSIG, SHAPEY, MANUS
& MOVERMAN, P.C., NYC HUMAN RE-
SOURCES ADMINISTRATION, CAPITAL 
ONE, CMS, PROMENADE REHABILITA-
TION & HEALTH CARE CENTER, PROM-
ENADE NURSING HOME, INC., RYAN
RYAN DELUCA, LLP, ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,
THE UNKNOWN DISTRIBUTEES, LEG-
ATEES, DEVISEES, HEIRS AT LAW AND
ASSIGNEES OF PHYLLIS FERRAN-
TE, DECEASED, OR THEIR ESTATES, IF
ANY THERE BE, WHOSE NAMES, PLAC-
ES OF RESIDENCE AND POST OF-
FICE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN TO
THE PETITIONER AND CANNOT WITH
DUE DILIGENCE BE ASCERTAINED
ROSE COMUNALE AND VITO COMU-
NALE, IF LIVING AND IF DEAD, TO
HIS/HER HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN
AND DISTRIBUTEES WHOSE NAMES
AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE UN-
KNOWN AND IF HE/SHE DIED SUBSE-
QUENT TO THE DECEDENT HEREIN, TO 
HIS/HER EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRA-
TORS, LEGATEES, DEVISEES, ASSIGN-
EES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST
WHOSE NAMES AND PLACES OF RES-
IDENCE ARE UNKNOWN A COPY OF
THIS CITATION AND THE ACCOUNT-
ING, AS WELL AS ALL AMENDMENTS
TO IT, IF ANY, SHALL BE SERVED ON
THE GUARDIAN AD LITEM, STEPH-
ANIE GOLDSTONE, ESQ. BEING THE
PERSONS INTERESTED AS CREDI-
TORS, LEGATEES, DISTRIBUTEES OR
OTHERWISE IN THE ESTATE OF PHYL-
LIS FERRANTE, DECEASED, WHO AT
THE TIME OF DEATH WAS A RESIDENT 
OF 140 BEACH 114 STREET, ROCKA-
WAY PARK. SEND GREETING: UPON 
THE PETITION OF THE PUBLIC AD-
MINISTRATOR OF QUEENS COUN-
TY, WHO MAINTAINS HER OFFICE AT 
88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAI-
CA, QUEENS COUNTY, NEW YORK 
11435, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
ESTATE OF PHYLLIS FERRANTE, DE-
CEASED, YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW CAUSE BE-
FORE THE SURROGATE AT THE SUR-
ROGATE’S COURT OF THE COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, TO BE HELD AT THE 
QUEENS GENERAL COURTHOUSE, 
6TH FLOOR, 88-11 SUTPHIN BOULE-
VARD, JAMAICA, CITY AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK, ON THE 9TH DAY OF MAY, 
2024 AT 9:30 O’CLOCK IN THE FORE-
NOON, WHY THE ACCOUNT OF PRO-
CEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC ADMIN-
ISTRATOR OF QUEENS COUNTY, AS 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
SAID DECEASED, A COPY OF WHICH 
IS ATTACHED, SHOULD NOT BE JUDI-
CIALLY SETTLED, AND WHEREFORE, 
THE PETITIONER IS SEEKING A DE-
CREE AUTHORIZING LOIS M. ROSEN-
BLATT, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF 
QUEENS COUNTY OF THE ESTATE OF 
PHYLLIS FERRANTE TO SETTLE COM-
PROMISES AGAINST DEFENDANTS 
PROMENADE NURSING HOME, INC., 
AND PROMENADE REHABILITATION 
AND HEALTH CARE CENTER IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $500,000.00; AND WHY, 
HER ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS 
MAY BE JUDICIALLY SETTLED, AND 
THAT THE PERSONS ABOVE NAMED 
MAY BE CITED TO SHOW CAUSE WHY 
SUCH SETTLEMENT SHOULD NOT BE 
HAD; AND WHY, THE ADMINISTRA-
TOR SHOULD NOT BE AUTHORIZED 
AND EMPOWERED TO COMPRO-
MISE AND SETTLE A CERTAIN CLAIM 
FOR THE CONSCIOUS PAIN AND SUF-
FERING SUSTAINED OF THE DECE-
DENT AGAINST THE FOLLOWING DE-
FENDANTS: PROMENADE NURSING 
HOME, INC., AND PROMENADE REHA-
BILITATION AND HEALTH CARE CEN-
TER IN THE SETTLEMENT AMOUNT 
OF $500,000.00 AND DISCONTIN-
UED AGAINST ALL PARTIES; AND 

WHY, THE RECOVERY OF $500,000.00 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOCATED TO 
THE CAUSE OF ACTION FOR CON-
SCIOUS PAIN AND SUFFERING AND 
DISCONTINUANCE OF THE CAUSE 
OF ACTION FOR WRONGFUL DEATH; 
AND WHY, THE FILING OF A BOND 
SHOULD NOT BE DISPENSED WITH; 
AND WHY, THE AFORESAID DEFEN-
DANTS PROMENADE NURSING INC. 
AND PROMENADE REHABILITATION 
& HEALTH CENTER BY ITS INSURANCE 
COMPANY, MT. HAWLEY INSURANCE, 
SHOULD NOT PAY THE ENTIRE SET-
TLEMENT TO LOIS M. ROSENBLATT, 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF QUEENS 
COUNTY AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
ESTATE OF PHYLLIS FERRANTE FOR 
PETITIONER TO DISTRIBUTE; AND  
WHY, LOIS M. ROSENBLATT, PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATOR OF QUEENS COUN-
TY AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ES-
TATE OF PHYLLIS FERRANTE, SHOULD 
NOT PAY GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., 
THE SUM OF $21,417.53 OUT OF THE 
PROCEEDS OF THEIR $500,000.00 SET-
TLEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES REN-
DERED; AND WHY, LOIS M. ROSEN-
BLATT, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF 
QUEENS COUNTY AS ADMINISTRA-
TOR OF THE ESTATE OF PHYLLIS FER-
RANTE SHOULD NOT PAY TO THE GU-
CCIARDO LAW FIRM, PLLC , THE SUM 
OF $134,225.96 FOR SERVICES REN-
DERED, ALONG WITH DISBURSE-
MENTS OF $8,815.15, TOTALING 
$143,041.11 OUT OF THE $500,000.00 
SETTLEMENT; AND WHY, LOIS M. 
ROSENBLATT, PUBLIC ADMINISTRA-
TOR OF QUEENS COUNTY AS ADMIN-
ISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF PHYLLIS 
FERRANTE SHOULD NOT PAY TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRA-
TOR, THE SUM OF $14,062.81 FROM 
THE $500,000.00 SETTLEMENT, FOR 
STATUTORY COMMISSIONS DUE ON 
THE NET PROCEEDS FROM THE SET-
TLEMENT, AFTER DEDUCTIONS FOR 
DISBURSEMENTS AND ATTORNEYS’ 
FEES AND FUNERAL EXPENSES; AND 
WHY, THE SURROGATE SHOULD NOT 
FIX AND ALLOW AN AMOUNT EQUAL 
TO ONE  PERCENT WITH RESPECT TO 
ITEMS REPORTED IN SCHEDULES A, 
A-1 AND A-2, AS THE FAIR AND REA-
SONABLE AMOUNT PAYABLE TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRA-
TOR FOR THE EXPENSES OF SAID OF-
FICE PURSUANT TO S.C.P.A. Â§1106(4) 
TOTALING $3,364.66 ($3,354.27 FROM 
THE SETTLEMENT PROCEEDS AND 
$10.39 FROM THE ESTATE ASSETS)  
UPON FILING OF THIS ACCOUNT, 
AND ONE PERCENT OF ADDITION-
AL MONIES RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE DATE OF FILING OF THIS AC-
COUNT, WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS RE-
PORTED IN SCHEDULE A, A-1 AND 
A-2 AS THE FAIR AND REASONABLE
AMOUNT PAYABLE TO THE OFFICE
OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
THE EXPENSES OF SAID OFFICE PUR-
SUANT TO S.C.P.A. Â§1106 (4); AND
WHY, THE SURROGATE SHOULD NOT
ALLOW REIMBURSEMENT TO THE OF-
FICE OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR 
OF EXPENSES AND DISBURSEMENTS
INCURRED) TOTALING $114.25 UPON
THE FILING OF THIS ACCOUNT AND
SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE OF THE
FILING OF THIS ACCOUNT; AND WHY, 
UPON THE PAYMENTS AS HEREINBE-
FORE MENTIONED, THE SAID PETI-
TIONER SHOULD NOT BE PERMITTED
TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER GENERAL
RELEASES AND ALL OTHER NECES-
SARY PAPERS TO THE DEFENDANT(S) 
OR THEIR INSURANCE COMPANIES,
RELEASING THEM FROM ALL CLAIMS
AGAINST THEM ARISING OUT OF
THE AFORESAID ACTION FOR NEG-
LIGENCE AND WRONGFUL DEATH
TOGETHER WITH ANY PAPERS NEC-
ESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE SAID
COMPROMISE; AND WHY, THE SUR-
ROGATE SHOULD NOT FIX AND AL-
LOW A REASONABLE AMOUNT OF
COMPENSATION TO THE OFFICE OF
THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF
QUEENS COUNTY FOR STATUTO-

RY COMMISSIONS DUE IN CONNEC-
TION WITH THE ESTATE OF THE DECE-
DENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $51.96; 
AND WHY, THE SURROGATE SHOULD 
NOT FIX AND ALLOW A REASON-
ABLE AMOUNT OF COMPENSATION 
TO GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., FOR LE-
GAL SERVICES RENDERED TO THE PE-
TITIONER HEREIN IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE ESTATE OF THE DECEDENT, 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $62.37; AND WHY, 
THE COURT SHOULD NOT FIX THE 
FAIR AND REASONABLE ADDITION-
AL FEE SERVICES TO BE RENDERED BY 
GERARD J. SWEENEY HEREAFTER IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE PROCEED-
INGS OF KINSHIP, CLAIMS, DISBURSE-
MENTS, ETC., PRIOR TO ENTRY OF A 
FINAL DECREE ON THIS ACCOUNT-
ING; AND WHY, THE PRIORITY CLAIM 
FROM NYC HUMAN RESOURCES AD-
MINISTRATION IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$106,594.92 SHOULD NOT BE PAID; 
AND WHY, THE CLAIM FROM CMS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $21,904.48 SHOULD 
NOT BE PAID; AND WHY, THE CLAIM 
FROM CAPITAL ONE IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $496.57 SHOULD NOT BE PAID; 
AND WHY, EACH OF YOU CLAIM-
ING TO BE A DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
DECEDENT SHOULD NOT ESTABLISH 
PROOF OF YOUR KINSHIP; AND WHY 
THE BALANCE OF THE ESTATE AND 
THE SETTLEMENT SHOULD NOT BE 
PAID TO SAID ALLEGED DISTRIBUTEES 
UPON PROOF OF KINSHIP, OR DEPOS-
ITED WITH THE COMMISSIONER OF 
FINANCE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
SHOULD SAID ALLEGED DISTRIBU-
TEES DEFAULT HEREIN, OR FAIL TO ES-
TABLISH PROOF OF KINSHIP. DATED, 
ATTESTED AND SEALED 7TH DAY OF 
MARCH, 2024  HON. PETER J. KELLY 
SURROGATE, QUEENS COUNTY JAN-
ET EDWARDS TUCKER CHIEF CLERK 
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ. (718) 459-
9000 1981 MARCUS AVENUE, SUITE 
200 LAKE SUCCESS, NEW YORK 11042 
NOTICE: THIS CITATION IS SERVED 
UPON YOU AS REQUIRED BY LAW.  
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPEAR; 
HOWEVER, IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR IT 
WILL BE ASSUMED YOU DO NOT OB-
JECT TO THE RELIEF REQUESTED. YOU 
HAVE A RIGHT TO HAVE AN ATTOR-
NEY APPEAR FOR YOU, AND YOU OR 
YOUR ATTORNEY MAY REQUEST A 
COPY OF THE FULL ACCOUNT FROM 
THE PETITIONER OR PETITIONER’S AT-
TORNEY ACCOUNTING CITATION

#215742

CITATION
FILE NO.: 2022-3530/A  THE PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD, FREE AND INDE-
PENDENT TO:      JESSE GREENLOW, 
JACK GREENLOW, LEONA GREEN-
LOW-TURNER, MICHAEL GREENLOW, 
DENISE LEBLANC, DONNIE PAUL RO-
ZIER, JR., DWAYNE ROZIER, SR., JEF-
FREY ROZIER, CHARLENE LEAK, ES-
TATE OF WILLIAM A. ROZIER,  C. 
HELEN ROZIER, WILLIAM A. ROZIER, 
SR., HOPE S. WIGGINS, STEPHON C. 
ROZIER, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK  THE UNKNOWN 
DISTRIBUTEES, LEGATEES, DEVI-
SEES, HEIRS AT LAW AND ASSIGN-
EES OF DEBORAH E. GREENLOW, DE-
CEASED, OR THEIR ESTATES, IF ANY 
THERE BE, WHOSE NAMES, PLAC-
ES OF RESIDENCE AND POST OF-
FICE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN TO 
THE PETITIONER AND CANNOT WITH 
DUE DILIGENCE BE ASCERTAINED A 
COPY OF THIS CITATION AND THE AC-
COUNTING, AS WELL AS ALL AMEND-
MENTS TO IT, IF ANY, SHALL BE 
SERVED ON THE GUARDIAN AD LI-
TEM, DENNIS JAMES WILEY, ESQ. BE-
ING THE PERSONS INTERESTED AS 
CREDITORS, LEGATEES, DISTRIBUTEES 
OR OTHERWISE IN THE ESTATE OF 
DEBORAH E. GREENLOW, DECEASED, 
WHO AT THE TIME OF DEATH WAS A 
RESIDENT OF 61-25 98TH STREET, APT 
3M, REGO PARK, NY 11374, IN THE 
COUNTY OF QUEENS, STATE OF NEW 
YORK.  SEND GREETING: UPON THE 

PETITION OF LOIS M. ROSENBLATT, 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF QUEENS 
COUNTY, WHO MAINTAINS HER OF-
FICE AT 88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, 
JAMAICA, QUEENS COUNTY, NEW 
YORK 11435, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF DEBORAH E. GREEN-
LOW, DECEASED, YOU AND EACH OF 
YOU ARE HEREBY CITED TO SHOW 
CAUSE BEFORE THE SURROGATE AT 
THE SURROGATE’S COURT OF THE 
COUNTY OF QUEENS, TO BE HELD 
AT THE QUEENS GENERAL COURT-
HOUSE, 6TH FLOOR, 88-11 SUTPHIN 
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, CITY AND 
STATE OF NEW YORK, ON THE 23RD  
DAY OF MAY, 2024 AT 9:30 O’CLOCK IN 
THE FORENOON, WHY THE ACCOUNT 
OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC AD-
MINISTRATOR OF QUEENS COUN-
TY, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ES-
TATE OF SAID DECEASED, A COPY 
OF WHICH IS ATTACHED, SHOULD 
NOT BE JUDICIALLY SETTLED, AND 
WHY THE SURROGATE SHOULD NOT  
FIX AND ALLOW A REASONABLE 
AMOUNT OF COMPENSATION TO 
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., FOR LE-
GAL SERVICES RENDERED TO PETI-
TIONER HEREIN IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$35,717.44 AND THAT THE COURT FIX 
THE FAIR AND REASONABLE ADDI-
TIONAL FEE FOR ANY SERVICES TO BE 
RENDERED BY GERARD J. SWEENEY, 
ESQ., HEREAFTER IN CONNECTION 
WITH PROCEEDINGS ON KINSHIP, 
CLAIMS ETC., PRIOR TO ENTRY OF A 
FINAL DECREE ON THIS ACCOUNT-
ING IN THE AMOUNT OF 6% OF AS-
SETS OR INCOME COLLECTED AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE WITHIN ACCOUNT-
ING; AND WHY THE SURROGATE 
SHOULD NOT FIX AND ALLOW AN 
AMOUNT EQUAL TO ONE PERCENT 
ON SAID SCHEDULES OF THE TOTAL 
ASSETS ON SCHEDULES A, A1, AND 
A2 PLUS ANY ADDITIONAL MONIES 
RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE 
OF THIS ACCOUNT, AS THE FAIR AND 
REASONABLE AMOUNT PAYABLE TO 
THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADMIN-
ISTRATOR FOR THE EXPENSES OF 
SAID OFFICE PURSUANT TO S.C.P.A. 
SEC. 1106(3); AND WHY EACH OF YOU 
CLAIMING TO BE A DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE DECEDENT SHOULD NOT ESTAB-
LISH PROOF OF YOUR KINSHIP; AND 
WHY THE BALANCE OF SAID FUNDS 
SHOULD NOT BE PAID TO SAID AL-
LEGED DISTRIBUTEES UPON PROOF 
OF KINSHIP, OR DEPOSITED WITH 
THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK SHOULD 
SAID ALLEGED DISTRIBUTEES DE-
FAULT HEREIN, OR FAIL TO ESTABLISH 
PROOF OF KINSHIP, DATED, ATTEST-
ED AND SEALED 3RD DAY OF APRIL, 
2024 HON. PETER J. KELLY ACTING 
SURROGATE, QUEENS COUNTY JAN-
ET EDWARDS TUCKER CHIEF CLERK 
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ. (718) 459-
9000 1981 MARCUS AVENUE, SUITE 
200 LAKE SUCCESS, NEW YORK 11042 
NOTICE: THIS CITATION IS SERVED 
UPON YOU AS REQUIRED BY LAW.  
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO APPEAR; 
HOWEVER, IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR IT 
WILL BE ASSUMED YOU DO NOT OB-
JECT TO THE RELIEF REQUESTED. YOU 
HAVE A RIGHT TO HAVE AN ATTOR-
NEY APPEAR FOR YOU, AND YOU OR 
YOUR ATTORNEY MAY REQUEST A 
COPY OF THE FULL ACCOUNT FROM 
THE PETITIONER OR PETITIONER’S AT-
TORNEY ACCOUNTING CITATION

#216516
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CITATION

FILE NO.: 2023-994/A CITATION THE 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK BY THE GRACE OF GOD, FREE 
AND INDEPENDENT TO: DANIEL 
J. TUBRIDY, MICHAEL J. TUBRIDY,
TIMOTHY J. TUBRIDY, PATRICIA J.
TUBRIDY, KATHLEEN J. HORAN, JOHN
F. TUBRIDY, JANE M. TUBRIDY, RA-
MON VENETUCCI, ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE UNKNOWN DISTRIBUTEES, LEG-
ATEES, DEVISEES, HEIRS AT LAW AND
ASSIGNEES OF GLORIA TUBRIDY, DE-
CEASED, OR THEIR ESTATES, IF ANY
THERE BE, WHOSE NAMES, PLAC-
ES OF RESIDENCE AND POST OF-
FICE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN
TO THE PETITIONER AND CANNOT
WITH DUE DILIGENCE BE ASCER-
TAINED A COPY OF THIS CITATION
AND THE ACCOUNTING, AS WELL
AS ALL AMENDMENTS TO IT, IF ANY,
SHALL BE SERVED ON THE GUARD-
IAN AD LITEM, DENNIS JAMES WILEY, 
ESQ. BEING THE PERSONS INTEREST-
ED AS CREDITORS, LEGATEES, DIS-
TRIBUTEES OR OTHERWISE IN THE ES-
TATE OF GLORIA TUBRIDY, DECEASED, 
WHO AT THE TIME OF DEATH WAS A
RESIDENT OF 29 WEST 11TH ROAD,
BROAD CHANNEL, NY 11693, IN THE
COUNTY OF QUEENS, STATE OF NEW
YORK. SEND GREETING: UPON THE
PETITION OF LOIS M. ROSENBLATT,
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF QUEENS 
COUNTY, WHO MAINTAINS HER OF-
FICE AT 88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD,
JAMAICA, QUEENS COUNTY, NEW
YORK 11435, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF
THE ESTATE OF GLORIA TUBRIDY, DE-
CEASED, YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW CAUSE BE-
FORE THE SURROGATE AT THE SUR-
ROGATE’S COURT OF THE COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, TO BE HELD AT THE QUEENS 
GENERAL COURTHOUSE, 6TH FLOOR, 
88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAI-
CA, CITY AND STATE OF NEW YORK, 
ON THE 23RD DAY OF MAY, 2024 AT 
9:30 O’CLOCK IN THE FORENOON, 
WHY THE ACCOUNT OF PROCEED-
INGS OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRA-
TOR OF QUEENS COUNTY, AS ADMIN-
ISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF SAID 
DECEASED, A COPY OF WHICH IS AT-
TACHED, SHOULD NOT BE JUDICIAL-
LY SETTLED, AND WHY THE SURRO-
GATE SHOULD NOT  FIX AND ALLOW 
A REASONABLE AMOUNT OF COM-
PENSATION TO GERARD J. SWEE-
NEY, ESQ., FOR LEGAL SERVICES REN-
DERED TO PETITIONER HEREIN IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $27,926.19 AND THAT 
THE COURT FIX THE FAIR AND REA-
SONABLE ADDITIONAL FEE FOR ANY 
SERVICES TO BE RENDERED BY GE-
RARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., HEREAFTER 
IN CONNECTION WITH PROCEEDINGS 
ON KINSHIP, CLAIMS ETC., PRIOR TO 
ENTRY OF A FINAL DECREE ON THIS 
ACCOUNTING IN THE AMOUNT OF 
6% OF ASSETS OR INCOME COLLECT-
ED AFTER THE DATE OF THE WITHIN 
ACCOUNTING; AND WHY THE SUR-
ROGATE SHOULD NOT FIX AND AL-
LOW AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO ONE 
PERCENT ON SAID SCHEDULES OF 
THE TOTAL ASSETS ON SCHEDULES 
A, A1, AND A2 PLUS ANY ADDITION-
AL MONIES RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE DATE OF THIS ACCOUNT, 
AS THE FAIR AND REASONABLE 
AMOUNT PAYABLE TO THE OFFICE 
OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
THE EXPENSES OF SAID OFFICE PUR-
SUANT TO S.C.P.A. SEC. 1106(3); AND 
WHY EACH OF YOU CLAIMING TO BE 
A DISTRIBUTEE OF THE DECEDENT 
SHOULD NOT ESTABLISH PROOF OF 
YOUR KINSHIP; AND WHY THE BAL-
ANCE OF SAID FUNDS SHOULD NOT 
BE PAID TO SAID ALLEGED DISTRIB-
UTEES UPON PROOF OF KINSHIP, OR 
DEPOSITED WITH THE COMMISSION-
ER OF FINANCE OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK SHOULD SAID ALLEGED DIS-
TRIBUTEES DEFAULT HEREIN, OR FAIL 

TO ESTABLISH PROOF OF KINSHIP, 
DATED, ATTESTED AND SEALED 3RD 
DAY OF APRIL, 2024 HON. PETER J. 
KELLY ACTING SURROGATE, QUEENS 
COUNTY JANET EDWARDS TUCKER 
CHIEF CLERK GERARD J. SWEENEY, 
ESQ. (718) 459-90001981 MARCUS AV-
ENUE,  SUITE 200 LAKE SUCCESS, NEW 
YORK 11042 NOTICE: THIS CITATION 
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS REQUIRED 
BY LAW.  YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO 
APPEAR; HOWEVER, IF YOU FAIL TO 
APPEAR IT WILL BE ASSUMED YOU 
DO NOT OBJECT TO THE RELIEF RE-
QUESTED. YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO 
HAVE AN ATTORNEY APPEAR FOR 
YOU, AND YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MAY REQUEST A COPY OF THE FULL 
ACCOUNT FROM THE PETITIONER OR 
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY ACCOUNT-
ING CITATION

#216623

CITATION
FILE NO.: 2021-80/C CITATION THE 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD, FREE AND IN-
DEPENDENT TO: ANTHONY R. BALD-
WIN, AMERICAN EXPRESS NATIONAL 
BANK, SPECTRUM, MTA BRIDGES & 
TUNNELS EZ-PASS BY TRANSWORLD 
SYSTEMS INC., LIBERTY MUTUAL BY 
CREDIT COLLECTION SERVICES, ADT, 
NORTHWELL HEALTH - LIJ MEDICAL 
CENTER BY PROFESSIONAL CLAIMS 
BUREAU, LLC, CITIBANK, ACN, CHASE 
SLATE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK THE UNKNOWN 
DISTRIBUTEES, LEGATEES, DEVISEES, 
HEIRS AT LAW AND ASSIGNEES OF 
LOUIS BALDWIN AKA LOUIS JOHN 
BALDWIN, DECEASED, OR THEIR ES-
TATES, IF ANY THERE BE, WHOSE 
NAMES, PLACES OF RESIDENCE AND 
POST OFFICE ADDRESSES ARE UN-
KNOWN TO THE PETITIONER AND 
CANNOT WITH DUE DILIGENCE BE 
ASCERTAINED A COPY OF THIS CI-
TATION AND THE ACCOUNTING, AS 
WELL AS ALL AMENDMENTS TO IT, 
IF ANY, SHALL BE SERVED ON THE 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM, JAMES M. KER-
INS, ESQ. BEING THE PERSONS INTER-
ESTED AS CREDITORS, LEGATEES, DIS-
TRIBUTEES OR OTHERWISE IN THE 
ESTATE OF LOUIS BALDWIN AKA LOU-
IS JOHN BALDWIN, DECEASED, WHO 
AT THE TIME OF DEATH WAS A RESI-
DENT OF 197-27 FOOTHILL AVENUE, 
HOLLIS, NY 11423, IN THE COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, STATE OF NEW YORK. SEND 
GREETING: UPON THE PETITION OF 
LOIS M. ROSENBLATT, PUBLIC AD-
MINISTRATOR OF QUEENS COUN-
TY, WHO MAINTAINS HER OFFICE AT 
88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAI-
CA, QUEENS COUNTY, NEW YORK
11435, AS TEMPORARY ADMINISTRA-
TOR OF THE ESTATE OF LOUIS BALD-
WIN AKA LOUIS JOHN BALDWIN, DE-
CEASED, YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW CAUSE BE-
FORE THE SURROGATE AT THE SUR-
ROGATE’S COURT OF THE COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, TO BE HELD AT THE
QUEENS GENERAL COURTHOUSE,
6TH FLOOR, 88-11 SUTPHIN BOU-
LEVARD, JAMAICA, CITY AND STATE
OF NEW YORK, ON THE 30TH DAY
OF MAY, 2024 AT 9:30 O’CLOCK IN
THE FORENOON, WHY THE AMEND-
ED ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS OF
THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF
QUEENS COUNTY, AS TEMPORARY
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF
SAID DECEASED, A COPY OF WHICH
IS ATTACHED, SHOULD NOT BE JUDI-
CIALLY SETTLED, AND WHY THE SUR-
ROGATE SHOULD NOT  FIX AND AL-
LOW A REASONABLE AMOUNT OF
COMPENSATION TO GERARD J. SWEE-
NEY, ESQ., FOR LEGAL SERVICES REN-
DERED TO PETITIONER HEREIN IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $100,965.39 AND THAT
THE COURT FIX THE FAIR AND REA-
SONABLE ADDITIONAL FEE FOR ANY
SERVICES TO BE RENDERED BY GE-
RARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., HEREAFTER
IN CONNECTION WITH PROCEED-

INGS ON KINSHIP, CLAIMS ETC., PRI-
OR TO ENTRY OF A FINAL DECREE ON 
THIS ACCOUNTING IN THE AMOUNT 
OF 4.5% OF ASSETS OR INCOME COL-
LECTED AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
WITHIN ACCOUNTING; AND WHY THE 
SURROGATE SHOULD NOT FIX AND 
ALLOW AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO ONE 
PERCENT ON SAID SCHEDULES OF 
THE TOTAL ASSETS ON SCHEDULES 
A, A1, AND A2 PLUS ANY ADDITIONAL 
MONIES RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO 
THE DATE OF THIS ACCOUNT, AS THE 
FAIR AND REASONABLE AMOUNT 
PAYABLE TO THE OFFICE OF THE PUB-
LIC ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE EX-
PENSES OF SAID OFFICE PURSUANT 
TO S.C.P.A. SEC. 1106(3); AND WHY 
THE CLAIM OF AMERICAN EXPRESS 
NATIONAL BANK IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$12,009.15 SHOULD NOT BE REJECT-
ED; AND WHY THE CLAIM OF SPEC-
TRUM IN THE AMOUNT OF $461.15 
SHOULD NOT BE REJECTED; AND 
WHY THE CLAIM OF MTA BRIDGES & 
TUNNELS EZ PASS BY TRANSWORLD 
SYSTEMS INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$56.37 SHOULD NOT BE REJECT-
ED; AND WHY THE CLAIM OF LIB-
ERTY MUTUAL BY CREDIT COLLEC-
TION SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$196.61 SHOULD NOT BE REJECT-
ED; AND WHY THE CLAIM OF ADT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $420.73 SHOULD 
NOT BE REJECTED; AND WHY THE 
CLAIM OF NORTHWELL HEALTH - 
LIJ MEDICAL CENTER BY PROFES-
SIONAL CLAIMS BUREAU, LLC IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $704.00 SHOULD NOT 
BE REJECTED; AND WHY THE CLAIM 
OF CITIBANK IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$2,367.20 SHOULD NOT BE REJECTED; 
AND WHY THE CLAIM OF ACN IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $75.21 SHOULD NOT BE 
REJECTED; AND WHY THE CLAIM OF 
CHASE SLATE IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$9,670.47 SHOULD NOT BE REJECT-
ED; AND WHY ANTHONY BALDWIN 
SHOULD NOT BE ORDERED TO TURN-
OVER THE SUM OF $290,000.00 TO 
THE ESTATE OF LOUIS BALDWIN; AND 
WHY EACH OF YOU CLAIMING TO BE 
A DISTRIBUTEE OF THE DECEDENT 
SHOULD NOT ESTABLISH PROOF OF 
YOUR KINSHIP; AND WHY THE BAL-
ANCE OF SAID FUNDS SHOULD NOT 
BE PAID TO SAID ALLEGED DISTRIB-
UTEES UPON PROOF OF KINSHIP, OR 
DEPOSITED WITH THE COMMISSION-
ER OF FINANCE OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK SHOULD SAID ALLEGED DIS-
TRIBUTEES DEFAULT HEREIN, OR FAIL 
TO ESTABLISH PROOF OF KINSHIP, 
DATED, ATTESTED AND SEALED 9TH 
DAY OF APRIL, 2024  HON. PETER J. 
KELLY SURROGATE, QUEENS COUN-
TY JANET EDWARDS TUCKER CHIEF 
CLERK GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ. 
(718) 459-9000 1981 MARCUS AVE-
NUE, SUITE 200 LAKE SUCCESS, NEW
YORK 11042 NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS REQUIRED
BY LAW.  YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO 
APPEAR; HOWEVER, IF YOU FAIL TO
APPEAR IT WILL BE ASSUMED YOU
DO NOT OBJECT TO THE RELIEF RE-
QUESTED. YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO
HAVE AN ATTORNEY APPEAR FOR
YOU, AND YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY
MAY REQUEST A COPY OF THE FULL
ACCOUNT FROM THE PETITIONER OR 
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY ACCOUNT-
ING CITATION

#216793

FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL 
CITATION 

FILE NO.: 2022-1266/A   THE PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD, FREE AND INDEPEN-
DENT  THE UNKNOWN DISTRIBU-
TEES, LEGATEES, DEVISEES, HEIRS AT 
LAW AND ASSIGNEES OF JOHN SOL-
IDAKIS AKA IOANNIS SOLIDAKIS, DE-
CEASED, OR THEIR ESTATES, IF ANY 
THERE BE, WHOSE NAMES, PLAC-
ES OF RESIDENCE AND POST OF-
FICE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN TO 

THE PETITIONER AND CANNOT WITH 
DUE DILIGENCE BE ASCERTAINED. 
A COPY OF THIS CITATION AND 
THE ACCOUNTING, AS WELL AS ALL 
AMENDMENTS TO IT, IF ANY, SHALL 
BE SERVED ON THE GUARDIAN AD LI-
TEM, JOHN B. RIORDAN, ESQ. BEING 
THE PERSONS INTERESTED AS CRED-
ITORS, LEGATEES, DISTRIBUTEES OR 
OTHERWISE IN THE ESTATE OF JOHN 
SOLIDAKIS AKA IOANNIS SOLIDA-
KIS, DECEASED, WHO AT THE TIME OF 
DEATH WAS A RESIDENT OF 198-18 
27TH AVENUE, FLUSHING, NY 11358, 
IN THE COUNTY OF QUEENS, STATE OF 
NEW YORK. SEND GREETING: UPON 
THE PETITION OF LOIS M. ROSEN-
BLATT, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF 
QUEENS COUNTY, WHO MAINTAINS 
HER OFFICE AT 88-11 SUTPHIN BOU-
LEVARD, JAMAICA, QUEENS COUNTY, 
NEW YORK 11435, AS ADMINISTRA-
TOR OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN SOLI-
DAKIS AKA IOANNIS SOLIDAKIS, DE-
CEASED, YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW CAUSE BE-
FORE THE SURROGATE AT THE SUR-
ROGATE’S COURT OF THE COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, TO BE HELD AT THE 
QUEENS GENERAL COURTHOUSE, 
6TH FLOOR, 88-11 SUTPHIN BOULE-
VARD, JAMAICA, CITY AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK, ON THE 9TH DAY OF MAY, 
2024 AT 9:30 O’CLOCK IN THE FORE-
NOON, WHY THE ACCOUNT OF PRO-
CEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC ADMIN-
ISTRATOR OF QUEENS COUNTY, AS 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
SAID DECEASED, A COPY OF WHICH 
IS ATTACHED, SHOULD NOT BE JUDI-
CIALLY SETTLED, AND WHY THE SUR-
ROGATE SHOULD NOT  FIX AND AL-
LOW A REASONABLE AMOUNT OF 
COMPENSATION TO GERARD J. SWEE-
NEY, ESQ., FOR LEGAL SERVICES REN-
DERED TO PETITIONER HEREIN IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $59,031.95 AND THAT 
THE COURT FIX THE FAIR AND REA-
SONABLE ADDITIONAL FEE FOR ANY 
SERVICES TO BE RENDERED BY GE-
RARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., HEREAFTER 
IN CONNECTION WITH PROCEED-
INGS ON KINSHIP, CLAIMS ETC., PRI-
OR TO ENTRY OF A FINAL DECREE ON 
THIS ACCOUNTING IN THE AMOUNT 
OF 5.5% OF ASSETS OR INCOME COL-
LECTED AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
WITHIN ACCOUNTING; AND WHY THE 
SURROGATE SHOULD NOT FIX AND 
ALLOW AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO ONE 
PERCENT ON SAID SCHEDULES OF 
THE TOTAL ASSETS ON SCHEDULES 
A, A1, AND A2 PLUS ANY ADDITION-
AL MONIES RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT 
TO THE DATE OF THIS ACCOUNT, 
AS THE FAIR AND REASONABLE 
AMOUNT PAYABLE TO THE OFFICE 
OF THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
THE EXPENSES OF SAID OFFICE PUR-
SUANT TO S.C.P.A. SEC. 1106(3); AND 
WHY EACH OF YOU CLAIMING TO BE 
A DISTRIBUTEE OF THE DECEDENT 
SHOULD NOT ESTABLISH PROOF OF 
YOUR KINSHIP; AND WHY THE BAL-
ANCE OF SAID FUNDS SHOULD NOT 
BE PAID TO SAID ALLEGED DISTRIB-
UTEES UPON PROOF OF KINSHIP, OR 
DEPOSITED WITH THE COMMISSION-
ER OF FINANCE OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK SHOULD SAID ALLEGED DIS-
TRIBUTEES DEFAULT HEREIN, OR FAIL 
TO ESTABLISH PROOF OF KINSHIP,  
DATED, ATTESTED AND SEALED 1ST 
DAY OF APRIL, 2024 HON. PETER J. 
KELLY SURROGATE, QUEENS COUN-
TY JANET EDWARDS TUCKER CHIEF 
CLERK GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.  
(718) 459-9000 1981 MARCUS AVE-
NUE, SUITE 200 LAKE SUCCESS, NEW
YORK 11042  NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS REQUIRED
BY LAW.  YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO 
APPEAR; HOWEVER, IF YOU FAIL TO
APPEAR IT WILL BE ASSUMED YOU
DO NOT OBJECT TO THE RELIEF RE-
QUESTED. YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO
HAVE AN ATTORNEY APPEAR FOR
YOU, AND YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY

MAY REQUEST A COPY OF THE FULL 
ACCOUNT FROM THE PETITIONER OR 
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY   ACCOUNT-
ING CITATION

#216620

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - QUEENS COUN-
TY - 104-22 NORTHERN LENDER LLC, 
PLAINTIFF VS. 104-22 NB, LLC, ET 
AL; DEFENDANTS. PURSUANT TO A 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE AND 
SALE DATED MARCH 25, 2024 (THE 
“JUDGMENT”), I WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BID-
DER ON THE OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE 
QUEENS COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 
LOCATED AT 88-11 SUTPHIN BOULE-
VARD, JAMAICA, NEW YORK, 11435, 
ON MAY 17, 2024 AT 12:15 P.M., THE 
PREMISES KNOWN AS 104-22 NORTH-
ERN BOULEVARD, FLUSHING, NEW 
YORK. ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE 
OR PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE 
BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS 
THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE, LY-
ING AND BEING IN QUEENS COUN-
TY AND STATE OF NEW YORK: BLOCK 
1719, LOT 10, AS MORE PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED IN THE JUDGMENT. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT 
IS $1,331,701.93, PLUS ADDITIONAL 
INTEREST AND FEES. PREMISES WILL 
BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS 
OF JUDGMENT AND TERMS OF SALE. 
INDEX #701039/2023.  THE AFORE-
MENTIONED AUCTION WILL BE CON-
DUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S 
COVID-19 MITIGATION PROTOCOLS 
AND AS SUCH ALL PERSONS MUST 
COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING, WEARING MASKS AND SCREEN-
ING PRACTICES IN EFFECT AT THE 
TIME OF THIS FORECLOSURE SALE. 
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE 
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE 
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON 
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIVIL 
TERM WEBSITE.
RITA SOLOMON, ESQ., REFEREE. GINS-
BURG & MISK, LLP, 215-48 JAMAI-
CA AVENUE, QUEENS VILLAGE, NEW 
YORK 11428, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-
TIFF

#216520

NOTICE OF SALE
 SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS 
JDRM LLC DBPP, SM, SKP & JD LLC; 
PLAINTIFF V. MOYNU Z. CHOW-
DURY; ET AL.; DEFENDANTS. AT-
TORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF: HASBANI & 
LIGHT, P.C., 450 7TH AVE, SUITE 1408, 
NY, NY 10123; (212) 643-6677 PUR-
SUANT TO JUDGMENT OF FORECLO-
SURE AND SALE GRANTED HEREIN 
ON 3/2/2020, I WILL SELL AT PUBLIC 
AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER 
IN THE QUEENS COUNTY SUPREME 
AND COUNTY COURT, 88-11 SUTPHIN 
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435 ON 
MAY 17, 2024, AT 10:45 AM PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 31-15 80TH STREET, 
JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY 11370 BLOCK: 
1151 LOT: 50 ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE, 
LYING AND BEING IN THE COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW 
YORK. AS MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE JUDGMENT OF FORE-
CLOSURE AND SALE. SOLD SUBJECT 
TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
CONTAINED IN SAID JUDGMENT 
AND TERMS OF SALE. APPROXIMATE 
AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT: $553,182.08 
PLUS INTEREST AND COSTS. INDEX 
NUMBER: 724520/2020 BARRY M. 
GOLDSTEIN, ESQ., REFEREE

#215856

SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS 
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION, PLAINTIFF, -AGAINST- JAMAL 
ANDERSON, AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE 
OF ANTHONY ANDERSON A/K/A 
ANTHONY A. ANDERSON, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA - INTERNAL REV-
ENUE SERVICE, NEW YORK STATE DE-
PARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FI-
NANCE, QUEENS SUPREME COURT, 
NEW YORK CITY CRIMINAL COURT, 
NEW YORK CITY ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL BOARD, NEW YORK CITY 

PARKING VIOLATIONS BUREAU, NEW 
YORK CITY TRANSIT ADJUDICATION 
BUREAU, ANTHONY ANDERSON 
A/K/A ANTHONY A. ANDERSON’S 
UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW, NEXT-
OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECUTORS, 
ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, DEVI-
SEES, LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES, LIEN-
ORS, CREDITORS, AND SUCCESSORS 
IN INTEREST AND GENERALLY ALL 
PERSONS HAVING OR CLAIMING UN-
DER, BY OR THROUGH SAID DEFEN-
DANT WHO MAY BE DECEASED, BY 
PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR 
OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN THE REAL PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT HEREIN, 
AND “JOHN DOE #1” THROUGH “JOHN 
DOE #10”, THE LAST TEN NAMES BE-
ING FICTITIOUS AND UNKNOWN 
TO THE PLAINTIFF, THE PERSON OR 
PARTIES INTENDED BEING THE PER-
SONS OR PARTIES, IF ANY, HAVING 
OR CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN OR 
LIEN UPON THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT, 
DEFENDANTS. SUMMONS PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUN-
TY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. VENUE IS 
BASED UPON THE COUNTY IN WHICH 
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES IS SIT-
UATED. TO THE ABOVE NAMED DE-
FENDANT(S): YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED TO ANSWER THE COMPLAINT 
IN THIS ACTION AND TO SERVE A 
COPY OF YOUR ANSWER OR, IF THE 
COMPLAINT IS NOT SERVED WITH 
THIS SUMMONS, TO SERVE A NOTICE 
OF APPEARANCE ON THE ATTORNEYS 
FOR THE PLAINTIFF WITHIN TWEN-
TY (20) DAYS AFTER SERVICE OF THIS 
SUMMONS, EXCLUSIVE OF THE DAY 
OF SERVICE; OR WITHIN THIRTY (30) 
DAYS AFTER SERVICE IS COMPLETE IF 
THIS SUMMONS IS NOT PERSONALLY 
DELIVERED TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK; OR WITHIN SIXTY (60) 
DAYS IF IT IS THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA.  IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE 
TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, JUDGMENT 
WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU BY DE-
FAULT FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE COMPLAINT. NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE 
OBJECT OF THE ABOVE CAPTIONED 
ACTION IS TO FORECLOSE A MORT-
GAGE TO SECURE $304,385.00 AND 
INTEREST, RECORDED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF THE COUNTY OF 
QUEENS ON MAY 23, 2014 IN CRFN 
2014000179703 COVERING PREM-
ISES KNOWN AS 147-11 116TH AVE-
NUE, JAMAICA, NEW YORK 11436. THE 
RELIEF SOUGHT IN THE WITHIN AC-
TION IS A FINAL JUDGMENT DIRECT-
ING THE SALE OF THE PREMISES DE-
SCRIBED ABOVE TO SATISFY THE DEBT 
SECURED BY THE MORTGAGE DE-
SCRIBED ABOVE. NOTICE YOU ARE IN 
DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME  IF 
YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUM-
MONS AND COMPLAINT BY SERVING 
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COM-
PANY WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FIL-
ING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, 
A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE EN-
TERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR 
HOME.  SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY 
OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR 
CASE IS PENDING FOR FURTHER IN-
FORMATION ON HOW TO ANSWER 
THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO 
YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL 
NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.  DAT-
ED:  BAY SHORE, NEW YORK MARCH 
15, 2024 FRENKEL, LAMBERT, WEISS, 
WEISMAN & GORDON, LLP BY: DEA-
NA CHELI ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 
53 GIBSON STREET BAY SHORE, NEW 
YORK 11706 (631) 969-3100 OUR FILE 
NO.:  01-098833-F01

#216712

We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. 
But sometimes the meal is a story. And sometimes, it’s so much more.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story
If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

Jen Hopewell:
jdh@eagleurbanmedia.com
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BG HEMPSTEAD REALTY LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BG HEMP-
STEAD REALTY LLC ARTS. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY 
(SSNY) ON 03/13/24. OFFICE LOCA-
TION: QUEENS COUNTY.  SSNY DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO THE LLC, 33-02 SKILLMAN AVE., 
5TH FL., C/O BOGOPA SERVICE CORP., 
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#216186

227 BEACH 122 STREET LLC
227 BEACH 122 STREET LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) 2/6/2024. CTY: QUEENS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 249 BEACH 
119TH ST, ROCKAWAY PARK, NY 
11694. GENERAL PURPOSE

#216190

41-52 70TH STREET, LLC
41-52 70TH STREET, LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) 10/3/2023. CTY: QUEENS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 53-05 64TH 
ST, MASPETH, NY 11378. GENERAL 
PURPOSE

#216192

MATTHEW J 115-47 
SUTPHIN BLVD LLC

MATTHEW J 115-47 SUTPHIN BLVD 
LLC, ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
THE SSNY ON 03/29/2024. OFFICE 
LOC: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: THE LLC, 1258 BROAD-
WAY, BROOKLYN, NY 11221. PURPOSE: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#216390

KESS REALTY LLC
KESS REALTY LLC, ARTS OF ORG. 

FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY 

(SSNY) 3/25/2024. CTY: QUEENS. 

SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 

PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED 

& SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO AZAD 

SAKUR, 107-11 LIVERPOOL ST, JAMAI-

CA, NY 11435. GENERAL PURPOSE
#216394

LG HOLDING NY LLC
LG HOLDING NY LLC, ARTS. OF ORG. 

FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 03/29/2024. 

OFFICE LOC: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY 

HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 

UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

THE LLC MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL 

MAIL PROCESS TO: LEV GRZHONKO 

C/O ROYTBERG TRAUM LAW AND ME-

DIATION P.C., 118-35 QUEENS BOULE-

VARD, SUITE 400, FOREST HILLS, NY 

11375. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PUR-

POSE.
#216395

DOCK OF THE BAY 
PROPERTIES, LLC

DOCK OF THE BAY PROPERTIES, LLC 

ART. OF ORG. FILED SEC. OF STATE OF 

NY 2/26/2024. OFF. LOC. : QUEENS CO. 

SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT UPON 

WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 

SERVED. SSNY TO MAIL COPY OF PRO-

CESS TO, C/O LEA KIXMILLER, 10 WEST 

14TH ROAD, BROAD CHANNEL, NY 

11693, USA. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL 

ACT OR ACTIVITY.
#216629

179 FROST STREET, LLC
179 FROST STREET, LLC. ARTS. OF 

ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 

04/05/24. OFFICE: KINGS COUNTY. 

SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 

LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED.  SSNY SHALL MAIL 

COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 6555  

79TH STREET, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY  

11379.  PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PUR-

POSE.
#216633

PG SUNNYSIDE LLC
PG SUNNYSIDE LLC, ARTS. OF ORG. 

FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 03/25/2024. 

OFFICE LOC: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY 

HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 

UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

THE LLC MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL 

MAIL PROCESS TO: THE LLC, 36-01 

30TH AVENUE, ASTORIA, NY 11103. 

PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#216832

L & M 88 REALTY LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF L & M 

88 REALTY LLC CERT. OF LLC FILED 

WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 

ON FEB. 20, 2024. OFFICE LOCATION: 

QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 

AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-

CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 

SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF PROCESS 

TO 150-43 6TH AVENUE; WHITES-

TONE, NY 11357. PURPOSE: ANY LAW-

FUL ACTIVITY.
#216690

LEROY REALTY 
HOLDINGS LLC

LEROY REALTY HOLDINGS LLC AR-
TICLES OF ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF 
STATE (SSNY) 4/19/24. OFFICE IN 
QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIG. AGENT OF 
LLC WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO C/O 
MICHAEL KESSLER, 42-09 235TH ST., 
DOUGLASTON, NY 11363, WHICH IS 
ALSO THE PRINCIPAL BUSINESS LO-
CATION. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL 
PURPOSE.

#217121

ZAPA HOLDINGS LLC
ZAPA HOLDINGS LLC ARTS. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH SSNY ON 3/18/2024. OFF. 
LOC.: QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIG. AS 
AGT. UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY 
BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PRO-
CESS TO: THE LLC, 112-12 111TH AVE, 
SOUTH OZONE PARK, NY 11420. GEN-
ERAL PURPOSES.

#217142

11370
WAWAH’S, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
WAWAH’S, LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
4/1/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OF-
FICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-
CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS NICOLAS HARTAN-
TO 3138 74TH ST., EAST ELMHURST, 
NY, 11370. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#216841

11412
TOP RANKING 
VENTURES LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TOP RANKING VENTURES LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 5/15/2023. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS OUIDA NADINE CURTIS-JOHN-
SON  114-12 204TH STREET, SAINT AL-
BANS, NY, 11412. PURPOSE/CHARAC-
TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#216212

11417
HAVEN REAL ESTATE 

PARTNERS LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
HAVEN REAL ESTATE PARTNERS LLC. 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 3/26/2024. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 13507 
CROSSBAY BLVD., OZONE PARK, NY, 
11417. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#216405

11418
CAPSIDE, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
CAPSIDE, LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
3/3/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OF-
FICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-
CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS OKSANA O LIPIN-
CHUK 116-16 AUDLEY STREET, APT 
1A RICHMOND HILLS, NY, 11418. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#216631

95833
YKW MANAGEMENT 

GROUP LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
YKW MANAGEMENT GROUP LLC. AR-
TICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 4/21/2023. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS ROCK-
ET CORPORATE SERVICES INC. 2804 
GATEWAY OAKS DR STE 100, SACRA-
MENTO, CA, 95833. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PUR-
POSE.

#217137

2nd department/ public legal notices

2nd department / new business Formations

SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK - COUNTY OF QUEENS 
NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST, AND THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON, AS COLLAT-
ERAL AGENT AND CUSTODIAN FOR 
THE NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST, PLAIN-
TIFFS, -AGAINST- STANLEY CRAIG-
WELL, IF LIVING, OR IF THEY ARE 
DEAD, HEIRS-AT-LAW, NEXT OF KIN, 
DISTRIBUTEES, EXECUTORS, ADMIN-
ISTRATORS, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, SUCCESSORS-IN-INTER-
EST AND GENERALLY ALL PERSONS 
HAVING OR CLAIMING UNDER, BY 
OR THROUGH STANLEY CRAIGWELL, 
BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN 
OR OTHERWISE OF ANY RIGHT, TITLE 
OR INTEREST IN AND TO THE PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT 
HEREIN, AND ALL CREDITORS THERE-

OF, AND THE RESPECTIVE HUSBANDS, 
OR WIDOWERS OF HERS, IF ANY, ALL 
OF WHOSE NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
ARE UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFFS, LIL-
LIAN U. CRAIGWELL, IF LIVING, OR IF 
THEY ARE DEAD, HEIRS-AT-LAW, NEXT 
OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECUTORS, 
ADMINISTRATORS, ASSIGNEES, LIEN-
ORS, CREDITORS, SUCCESSORS-IN-IN-
TEREST AND GENERALLY ALL PER-
SONS HAVING OR CLAIMING UNDER, 
BY OR THROUGH LILLIAN CRAIG-
WELL, BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, 
LIEN OR OTHERWISE OF ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE OR INTEREST IN AND TO THE 
PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE COM-
PLAINT HEREIN, AND ALL CREDITORS 
THEREOF, AND THE RESPECTIVE HUS-
BANDS, OR WIDOWERS OF HERS, IF 
ANY, ALL OF WHOSE NAMES AND AD-
DRESSES ARE UNKNOWN TO PLAIN-

TIFFS, SOCIETY FOR SAVINGS, U.S. 
BANK TRUST N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR 
LSF8 MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST, 
BENEFICIAL HOMEOWNER SERVICE 
CORPORATION, NEW YORK CITY EN-
VIRONMENTAL CONTROL BOARD, 
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF 
FINANCE, AND “JOHN DOE NO. 1” 
THROUGH “JOHN DOE NO. 100” IN-
CLUSIVE, THE NAMES OF THE LATTER 
DEFENDANTS BEING FICTITIOUS, THE 
TRUE NAMES OF SAID DEFENDANTS 
BEING UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFFS, 
IT BEING INTENDED TO DESIGNATE 
FEE OWNERS, TENANTS OR OCCU-
PANTS OF THE LIENED PREMISES 
AND/OR PERSONS OR PARTIES HAV-
ING OR CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN OR 
A LIEN UPON THE LIENED PREMISES, 
IF THE AFORESAID INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANTS ARE LIVING, AND IF ANY 

OR ALL OF SAID INDIVIDUAL DEFEN-
DANTS BE DEAD, THEIR HEIRS AT LAW, 
NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, 
COMMITTEES, DEVISEES, LEGATEES, 
AND THE ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CRED-
ITORS AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST 
OF THEM, AND GENERALLY ALL PER-
SONS HAVING OR CLAIMING UNDER, 
BY, THROUGH, OR AGAINST THE SAID 
DEFENDANTS NAMED AS A CLASS, 
OF ANY RIGHT, TITLE, OR INTEREST 
IN OR LIEN UPON THE PREMISES DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT HEREIN-
ET AL., DEFENDANTS. 
INDEX NO. 708858/2019 DATE OF FIL-
ING: ______/5/21/19 PLAINTIFF’S DES-
IGNATE QUEENS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. 
VENUE IS BASED UPON THE COUNTY 
IN WHICH THE PREMISES ARE SITU-
ATED. FORECLOSURE OF: BOROUGH: 

QUEENS BLOCK: 9811 LOT: 40. TO THE 
ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO AN-
SWER THE COMPLAINT IN THIS AC-
TION WITHIN TWENTY DAYS AFTER 
THE SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS, 
EXCLUSIVE OF THE DAY OF SERVICE 
OR WITHIN THIRTY DAYS AFTER SER-
VICE IS COMPLETED IF THE SUM-
MONS IS NOT PERSONALLY DELIV-
ERED TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK. IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE 
TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, JUDGMENT 
WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU BY DE-
FAULT FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE COMPLAINT. NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT: 
THE OBJECT OF THE ABOVE-ENTI-
TLED ACTION IS TO FORECLOSE THE 
TAX LIEN LISTED IN THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE NO. 4A, 
DATED AS OF AUGUST 16, 2018, RE-
CORDED AUGUST 23, 2018, AS CFRN: 
2018000284199, COVERING PREMIS-
ES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COUN-
TY: QUEENS ADDRESS: 90-11 175TH 
STREET, JAMAICA, NEW YORK 11432 
BLOCK: 9811 LOT: 40 THE RELIEF 
SOUGHT IN THE WITHIN ACTION IS 

A FINAL JUDGMENT DIRECTING THE 
SALE OF THE PREMISES DESCRIBED 
ABOVE TO SATISFY THE DEBT SE-
CURED BY THE TAX LIEN DESCRIBED 
ABOVE. THIS ACTION DOES NOT IN-
VOLVE “SUBPRIME” OR “HIGH COSTS” 
LOANS THAT WERE CONSUMMATED 
BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 2003 AND SEP-
TEMBER 1, 2009. DATED: NEW YORK, 
NEW YORK. MAY 17, 2019. THE FORE-
GOING SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 
IS SERVED UPON YOU BY PUBLICA-
TION PURSUANT TO AN ORDER OF 
THE HON. ULYSSES B. LEVERETT, J.S.C. 
ENTERED MARCH 14, 2024. SEYFARTH 
SHAW LLP, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-
TIFFS, NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST, AND 
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON AS 
COLLATERAL AGENT AND CUSTODI-
AN FOR THE NYCTL 1998-2 TRUST, BY: 
JERRY A. MONTAG,  620 EIGHTH AV-
ENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10018, 
(212) 218-5500

#216316

San Francisco Giants 
pitcher Camilo Doval 
during a baseball game 
against the New York 
Mets in San Francisco, 
Monday, April 22, 2024. 

AP Photo/Jeff Chiu
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How much housing will Hochul’s new deal build?
By Greg David

THE CITY
Gov. Kathy Hochul called the package of 

housing proposals approved by the Legislature 
Saturday as part of the state budget “a once in a 
lifetime housing deal.”

Mayor Eric Adams said triumphantly that his 
administration had gotten everything it wanted as 
it tries to create an average of 50,000 new homes 
a year in hopes of achieving his moonshot goal of 
500,000 units over the next decade.

Key provisions offer a tax break for new devel-
opments that guarantee some affordable apartments, 
speed the conversion of obsolete office buildings to 
residential use, increase the number of apartments 
that can be built in a single building and let landlords 
invest in renovating vacant apartments.

But each one of those elements contains re-
strictions and requirements that make their impact 
highly uncertain.

“The new tax break is better than nothing,” 
said Daniel Bernstein, a lawyer at Rosenberg 
& Estis who specializes in incentive programs 
for development, “but whether it is going to be 
enough to produce robust housing development 
is unclear.”

Saturday’s vote to approve a budget contain-
ing the housing reforms comes after a 16-month 
struggle between the governor and mayor, who 
jointly proposed sweeping changes in current laws 
in January 2023, and the Legislature, which failed 
to enact a single one of those measures last year.

This year, the governor set aside highly con-
troversial measures she had earlier proposed to 
force construction in the suburbs and set out to 
concentrate on help for the city. She also backed 
a severely weakened “good cause” anti-eviction 
law, allowing legislators who had made tenant 
protections a condition of their support for any 
other housing measures to get behind the package.

Caveats aside, there is no doubt more housing 
will be built thanks to the new laws.

“These are significant policy measures that 
will spur supply,” said Rachel Fee, executive di-
rector of the New York Housing Conference, an 
affordable housing policy group.

Replacement for 421-a
The most complicated calculations for de-

velopers will be the financial implications of the 
new tax credit, called 485-x. Offsetting high tax-
es on multifamily apartment buildings, it replac-
es a break called 421-a, which provided property 
tax exemptions up to three decades and still costs 
the city about $1 billion a year in forgone revenue.

New construction has plummeted since 421-a 
expired in June 2022.

Under 485-x, builders will have to agree to set 
aside either 20% of units in smaller buildings or 
25% in larger ones at below market rents for peo-
ple making no more than 100% of the area median 
income of $140,000 for a family of three. The av-
erage AMI must be no more than 80%.

In addition all projects with more than 100 units 
have minimum construction wage requirements of 
$35 an hour, with two sets of higher wages for large 
projects in Manhattan south of 96th Street and wa-
terfront and adjacent areas of Queens and Brook-
lyn. Most of the tax breaks last 35 years.

But buildings with more than 150 units in 
Manhattan south of 96th Street and the Brooklyn 

waterfront will have even stricter rules. They must 
adhere to the highest wage scale and set aside 
25% of the units as affordable at an AMI averag-
ing only 60%. In return, they will get a 40-year tax 
break or five years longer than elsewhere.

Because of the rules for these large projects, 
“the new tax exemption program for housing pro-
duction, 485-x, will produce less rental housing 
than its predecessor 421-a,” said James Whelan, 
president of the Real Estate Board of New York.

One bellwether of the impact of the tax break 
may be Innovation QNS, a $2 billion development 
in Astoria approved by the City Council in 2022 that 
has been moribund since 421-a expired. The project 
envisions 3,200 new apartments with an exceptional-
ly high 45% of them set aside as affordable.

“The math was tight enough under the old 
tax break,” said Hal Rosenbluth, head of nearby 
Kaufman-Astoria Studios and a partner in Innova-
tion QNS. “I am hoping the deal allows the math 
to come out right because this area needs econom-
ic drivers.”

The legislature also agreed to extend the dead-
line to 2031 from 2026 for competition of proj-
ects that had qualified for 421-a by getting their 
foundations in the ground before its expiration as 
long as they don’t use an option allowing rents for 
some affordable units to be 130% of AMI.

Bernstein notes that his clients have thousands 
of units in limbo with foundations poured but un-
certain they could meet the 2026 deadline. If they 
can obtain financing they will be able to restart 
work quickly.

A provision that is designed to both produce 
housing and stabilize the hard-hit office market of-
fers landlords who convert their office buildings to 
residential a 90% tax break on residential proper-
ty taxes as long as they set aside a quarter of the 
apartments at an average of 80% AMI.

The Adams administration has estimated con-
versions could add 20,000 more units.

The key is that the sooner conversion starts, 
the longer the tax break lasts, an incentive to 

jumpstart office-to-residential projects. Buildings 
with permits issued by June 2026 qualify for 35 
years but buildings that get a permit after June 
2028 get only 25 years.

“That means you’ve gotta get going right 
now,” SL Green Chief Executive Marc Holliday 
said last week while discussing his company’s 
first quarter profits. “This isn’t wait-and-see.”

SL Green seems likely to file permits soon to 
renovate 750 Third Avenue, built in 1957 and to-
day only 15% occupied by tenants in one of the 
hardest-hit office corridors in Manhattan. It could 
produce about 500 units of housing.

“It will be great for the city, great for strug-
gling office corridors where foot traffic has de-
clined with the consequences for retailers and 
restaurants,” said Rob Schiffer, SL Green execu-
tive vice president for development. “Conversion 
takes that specific building out of the availability 
and any tenants remaining become tenants for oth-
er buildings.”

Yes to City of Yes
The legislature also allowed the city to use its 

land use review process to increase what is known 
as the floor area ratio or FAR cap, which for de-
cades has limited any new residential building’s 
square footage to 12 times the area of the land. 
To comply with the new law, any new residential 
project bigger than 12 FAR must include afford-
able housing.

The Adams administration is already pursuing 
the creation of zoning that would designate areas 
with FARs of 15 or 18 through its City of Yes zon-
ing proposal to build more housing in every neigh-
borhood of the city, which is expected to reach the 
Council for a vote at the end of the year.

The link between the new housing package 
and The City of Yes plan is crucial.

“Proposals in The City of Yes to add more 
residential zoning capacity, especially in medi-
um- and high-density neighborhoods, would not 
be enough to spur development without tax incen-

tives passed in the state budget,” said Fee of the 
Housing Conference.

The most controversial change in the package 
— an increase in how much a property owner can 
spend to improve vacant rent regulated apartments 
— could have the least impact.

The 2019 tenant-friendly rent reforms im-
posed a strict $15,000 cap on the amount that 
landlords can recoup for renovations and limit-
ed resulting rent increases to no more than $83 a 
month. Landlords have said the amount is inade-
quate to make the vast majority of units rentable 
when a long-term tenant leaves, so they just leave 
the unit vacant.

About 26,000 rent-stabilized units were va-
cant and not available for rent in early 2023, the 
most recent census survey of New York City’s 
housing found.

Over the loud objections from tenant groups 
and progressive Democrats angry at the first 
change to 2019 law reforms, the package increases 
the amount a landlord can recover on renovations 
to vacant apartments from $15,000 to $30,000 in 
most cases and $50,000 in some instances. It also 
imposes new paperwork requirements.

“The increases to the cap will provide mi-
nor relief to a small number of buildings, but 
the changes in the process are fraught with legal 
traps that will deter most property owners from 
using it,” said Jay Martin, head of the Commu-
nity Housing Improvement Program, which rep-
resents owners of small and mid-sized rent regu-
lated buildings.

For example, the cost of renovating a 
750-square-foot, one bedroom apartment in 
Queens that had been vacated by a long-term 
tenant would be $111,000, according to an es-
timate by an owner with an extensive portfolio 
of rent regulated buildings that asked not to be 
named.

The amounts include lead paint abatement at 
more than $13,000 and work to upgrade, plumb-
ing and electrical systems and install a new kitch-
en and bathroom.

This owner said he was unlikely to renovate 
and lease any of his vacant units.

While the legislature gave the city flexibility 
on FAR rules, it continued to insist on dictating 
the details of other actions the Adams administra-
tion requested.

The city had asked for flexibility to legalize 
basement apartments and other so-called accesso-
ry housing units. The legislature only agreed to a 
pilot program on basement units in 15 of the city’s 
59 community districts with one in Queens, where 
the need is greatest, to six in Manhattan and four 
each in the Bronx and Brooklyn. None are in Stat-
en Island.

So far there are no new estimates of how 
many new units each one of the changes will pro-
duce. And factors the state controls won’t ulti-
mately be the only ones determining what land-
lords and developers will do.

“High interest rates remain the largest hurdle 
to future development,” said Brett Gottlieb, a real 
estate partner at the law firm Herrick Feinstein.” 
And construction costs are an enormous part of 
the cost picture.”

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

Gov. Kathy Hochul speaks in Albany about reaching a deal on housing with legislative 
leaders during their budget negotiations, April 15, 2024. 

Credit: Mike Groll/Office of Governor Kathy Hochul

A rendering shows part of the Innovation QNS development in Astoria. 
Credit: Rendering Courtesy of Innovation QNS, ODA Architecture

Mayor Eric Adams speaks at City Hall about the need to build more affordable housing, 
March 4, 2024. � Credit: Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY
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NYC can now set its own speed limits via budget measure pushed by Queens pols
Continued from page 1
from speeding drivers and deliver justice to 
grieving families like Sammy Cohen Eckstein’s 
and Bayron Palomino Arroyo’s,” the BP said in 
a statement on Tuesday. “That’s exactly what 
the long overdue passage of Sammy’s Law, 
allowing New York City to finally set its own 
speed limits, will help us do.” 

State elected officials who championed the 
bill in Albany, had told the Eagle that they were 
ready to do it last year, but applaud the bill’s 
inclusion in the budget. 

“I’m elated that we were able to include 
Sammy’s Law in the state budget,” said As-
semblymember Jessica González-Rojas, her-
self a victim of traffic violence earlier this 
year. “As someone who has been hit by a car I 
know the trauma that this can cause for those 
of us that may be lucky to walk away from a 
crash.” 

“But this victory is for all of the loved ones 
who we have lost and were not able to make it 
back home,” she added. “It is for Sammy and 
his mother, Amy Cohen, who has fought relent-
lessly for this moment. It is for Bayron Palo-
mino Arroyo, a child from East Elmhurst we 
recently lost to traffic violence. It is for Dolma 
Naadhun, a child from Astoria who was killed 
in a crash while crossing the street with her 
family in Astoria.” 

State Senator Jessica Ramos led a rally 
and march last month calling for the passage 
of Sammy’s Law and other safety measures in 
Corona following the death of Palomino Ar-
royo. 

“Being able to come back from Albany and 
tell the parents in my district that we were able 
to get Sammy’s Law done is so meaningful,” 
Ramos said in a statement. “As a mother my-
self, I’m so relieved that this is now law. This 
was made possible by families who took the 
pain that came from incredible loss and chan-
neled it into creating change. Now, I’m passing 
the baton to the city to lower the speed limits in 
the areas that are at high risk for children and 
pedestrians.”

For Queens parents who have lost children 
to traffic violence, Sammy’s Law’s inclusion in 
the budget is a dose of justice in and of itself. 

“I'm extremely happy, very happy on behalf 
of my son,” said Raul Ampuero, who’s 9-year-
old son, Giovanni, was killed by a driver in 
Jackson Heights in 2018. 

“Things could be done differently, peo-
ple don't need to die, kids don't need to die,” 
Ampuero said in a Monday phone call with 
the Eagle. “Our goal, our mission, especially 
myself on behalf of my son – I want people 
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Justice Lourdes Ventura honored by Dominican president
By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Queens Supreme Court Justice Lourdes Ven-
tura, the daughter of immigrants from the Domin-
ican Republic, was honored by that nation’s pres-
ident with a special award to mark International 
Women’s Day.

Dominican President Danilo Medina Sánchez 
presented Ventura with the Medal of Merit of the 
Dominican Women during an official ceremony 
at the National Palace in Santo Domingo, the na-
tion’s capital.

The president of the Dominican Republic is-
sues the award to notable Dominican women, or 
the children of Dominican nationals, each Inter-
national Women’s Day. The award ceremony took 
place March 6.

The Medal of Merit is the highest award 
granted by the president to recognize Dominican 
women for their achievements, as well as obsta-
cles they have overcome. The award specifically 
recognizes women who serve as role models for 
future generations of Dominicans.

Recipients include women recognized for 
their contributions in the social, political, econom-
ic, humanist, scientific, cultural, professional and 
community spheres.
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Brooklyn federal court 
restricts access amid 
coronavirus outbreak

By Rob Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

The U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict, located in Downtown Brooklyn and Central 
Islip, announced Tuesday that it will restrict ac-
cess to the court due to concerns about the area’s 
ongoing coronavirus outbreak, and asked high 
risk people not to come to the court.

Chief Judge Roslynn Mauskopf said that after 
being advised by the Centers for Disease Control, 
the court will take precautions against the corona-
virus. Anyone who has travelled to China, South 
Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last 14 days 
is temporarily banned from the court, effective im-
mediately.

Anyone who has come into contact with an 
infected person within the last 14 days; has been 
asked to self-quarantine by a doctor, hospital or 
health agency; or has been diagnosed with the vi-
rus, is also banned from court.

Anyone scheduled to appear in court who 
meets the criteria should contact their attor-
ney, judge’s chambers, probation officers, 
jury department or clerk of court to make al-
ternative plans. Further guidance will appear 
online.

The court called the restrictions temporary, 
but there is no word on how long they will remain 
in place.

Chief Judge Mauskopf also ordered all detain-
ees in Brooklyn’s Metropolitan Detention Center 
and other local federal jails to be screened and to 
have their body temperature checked prior to a 
court appearance. Any detainees whose tempera-
ture exceeds 100.4 degrees will not be allowed to 
appear in court.

Conditions at the jail have led to worries about 
the coronavirus spreading in the complex, where 
hand sanitizer is banned and there are reports that 
inmates don’t have soap.

Brooklyn’s federal court is still open for now, but the chief judge has ordered anyone 
who has travelled to China, South Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last two weeks, 
or anyone who might have been exposed, to reschedule their appearances. 

Eagle photo by Rob Abruzzese

Justice Lourdes Ventura earned the Medal of Mer-
it.

Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez presents Justice Lourdes 
Ventura with the Medal of Merit at the National Palace in Santo Domingo.

Justice Lourdes Ventura (right) and Domin-
ican Republic Ministry of Women Minister 
Janet Camilo.

Dominican Republic Vice President Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez, Justice 
Lourdes Ventura, Dominican Republic First Lady Cándida Montilla de Medina, Dominican Republic Ministry of Women Minister Janet 
Camilo. Photos courtesy of Ventura

the speed limit is very traumatic for them,” he 
said. “And unfortunately, they don't understand 
because it didn't happen to them.” 

Ampuero believes that Sammy’s Law is a 
big step in making streets safer for New York-
ers and Queens residents, calling it “common 
sense,” while also saying there is more that 
needs to be done both legislatively – like in-
creasing the number of school crossing guards 
–  and through education.  

“[We need to] educate people how import-
ant it is to reduce the speed limit so they will 
be able to understand and educate people to 
lower your speed and also understand that this 
is a lethal weapon – a car will kill somebody,” 
he said. “We're going to be doing many, many 
more things with the mayor, the governor, and 
this is something that needs to be done in the 
City of New York for the sake of our kids and 
our families.”

“We're going to continue, this is not the end 
of it,” he added. “We're going to try to do many 
more things to minimize traffic violence.” 

Outside of Albany and in Queens Criminal 
Court last week, similar progress was being 
made in holding drivers accountable. 

There, a man was indicted in the March 13 
crash that killed Palomino Arroyo. 

Last week, 52-year-old Flushing resident, 
Jose Barcia was indicted on criminal charges 
for allegedly speeding through a crosswalk 
while making a left turn, killing Palomino Ar-
royo and injuring his 10-year-old brother. 

Barcia had previously been charged in a 
criminal complaint on March 14 with crim-
inally negligent homicide, failing to yield to 
oncoming traffic while making a left turn, dis-
obeying speed restrictions, two counts of failing 
to provide the right of way to pedestrians, and 
two counts of failing to exercise due care.

The grand jury indictment was filed on 
April 18, and he will be arraigned on the indict-
ment April 30.

“Both victims in this case, the boy who died 
and his brother, were with their mother crossing 
the street with the light in their favor in broad 
daylight,” Queens District Attorney Melinda 
Katz said following the indictment. 

“This tragedy was completely preventable, 
if not for the alleged recklessness of the defen-
dant,” she added. “Obeying road safety regula-
tions is not a choice. It is the law. And more 
than that, it is a personal obligation to safeguard 
everyone we encounter on our shared roadways. 
The grand jury handed up an indictment on se-
rious charges against this defendant. I continue 
to send my deepest condolences to the young 
victims’ loved ones.”

to live longer.”
Ampuero got involved with the advoca-

cy group Families for Safe Streets following 
Giovanni’s death, a cause he says he probably 

wouldn’t have gotten into had he not had to deal 
with it himself. 

“A lot of people think speed cameras, stop 
signs, so many traffic lights, or even reducing 

By Ryan Schwach 
Queens Daily Eagle 

A Queens man from Glendale was indicted 
Friday for the murder of his girlfriend at a Mas-
peth tavern at the end of March, Queens District 
Attorney Melinda Katz said. 

Marcin Pieciak, a 36-year-old man from 
Glendale, was indicted on murder charges in 
Queens Criminal Court for the murder of his 
girlfriend, Sarah McNally, at the bar she was 
working at. 

According to the charges, on March 30, at 
approximately 6:30 p.m., Pieciak arrived at the 
Ceili House Bar at 69-56 Grand Ave. in Mas-
peth where 41-year-old McNally was working 
as a bartender.

Pieciak was seen on video footage walking 
behind the bar in the bartender area toward Mc-
Nally. 

The defendant then is alleged to have 
stabbed McNally 19 times in the neck, back and 
chest causing significant wounds and bleeding.

Pieciak then cut his own throat several times 
and tried to leave the bar. A bar patron tried to 
detain Pieciak until police arrived.

Queens man indicted for killing girlfriend at Maspeth bar 
Pieciak allegedly came out of the bar bran-

dishing two knives, waving them at police, who 
were able to safely disarm him and recover the 
knives.

McNally was taken to the hospital for treat-
ment of her extensive wounds, which included 
damage to her carotid artery and a severed spine. 

She was pronounced dead due to her inju-
ries.

There are reports that there were issues in 
the relationship prior to the killing. 

Pieciak was arraigned Friday on an indict-
ment charging him with murder in the second 
degree and two counts of criminal possession of 
a weapon in the fourth degree. 

Supreme Court Justice Ushir Pandit-Durant 
remanded the defendant and ordered him to re-
turn to court on June 18.

“The defendant is accused of cruelly and 
brazenly taking the life of someone he pur-
ported to care for and doing so in front of her 
colleagues and bar patrons,” Katz said. “We are 
grateful to the grand jury for returning these se-
rious charges and we will work to seek justice 
for Sarah McNally.”

A Queens man was indicted last week for the stabbing and murder of his girlfriend in 
Maspeth in March.              File photo by Walter Karling 

Queens elected officials pushed Sammy’s Law at two separate rallies in March, calling for 
street safety measures a�er recent traffic deaths.         Eagle photo by Ryan Schwach

Raul Ampuero, who’s 9-year-old son Giovanni was killed by a driver in Jackson Heights 
in 2018, said he is very happy that Sammy’s Law has finally made it over the finish line. 

Eagle photo by Ryan Schwach




