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Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm
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143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
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white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
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this month. 
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gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
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City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
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Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.
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challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 
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County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
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p.m. at the QCBA Office.
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12

LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”
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bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.
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borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 
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home as a result of COVID-19.
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In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.
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LIGHTS OUT
57,000 Queens
residents lose power
during intense
Tuesday storm

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Mayor Bill de Blasio delivered his seventh 
“State of the City” address Thursday, pledg-
ing to preserve the city’s affordable housing, 
expand education and help small businesses.

De Blasio, speaking at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, laid out his vision 
for the entire city, but many of his proposals 

will have a specific impact on Queens. 
From reopening communities centers in 

neighborhoods beset by municipal disin-
vestment to helping small business owners 
negotiate leases with their landlords, Queens 
played a key role in the mayor’s annual ad-
dress. 

Assisting small businesses
The celebration at Neir’s Tavern lasted 

deep into the night on Jan. 10, as patrons, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio, toasted a lease 
agreement that would enable the 190-year-old 
Woodhaven watering hole to stay in business.

Local elected officials, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and even the de Blasio 
administration stepped in to help broker a 
new deal that would keep the historic bar in 

Flushing community board set 
to vote on controversial rezoning

Mayor pledges to protect business, serve 
youth and build homes during annual address
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ADDISLEIGH PARK WAS DESIGNATED 
a New York City historic district during Black 
History Month in 2011. The New York City 
Historic Districts Council is celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich and distinctive history 
this month. 

AS RACIAL COVENANTS SEGRE-
gated the city’s neighborhoods, Addisleigh 
Park transformed from an exclusively 
white neighborhood into one of New York 
City’s premier African-American enclaves 
by the early 1950s. The area was home to 
luminaries like Count Basie, Lena Horne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Illinois Jacquet, Jackie 
Robinson, James Brown, Joe Louis, Milt 
Hinton, Roy Campanella, Percy Sutton and 
Cootie Williams.

ERICA VLADIMER, A CANDIDATE 
challenging Carolyn Maloney in the 
Democratic primary for New York’s 12th 
Congressional District, exited the race Friday. 
Her departure leaves three other candidates 
challenging Maloney, who has served in 
Congress since 1993.

THE NEW YORK SENATE ENVI-
ronmental Conservation Committee approved 
a bill sponsored by State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. to require hard lids or sturdy 
tarps on top of “trash trains.” The coverings 
would prevent putrid goop from falling out of 
the train cars as they travel.

“APART FROM THE FOUL ODORS 
and spilled garbage that many of my 
constituents are burdened with on a regular 
basis, the trash trains have other negative 
repercussions on the environment, local 
property values and the public health,” 
Addabbo said. 

SAVE THE DATE: THE QUEENS 
County Bar Association will host its annual 
Judiciary, Past Presidents and Golden 
Jubilarian dinner on Tuesday, March 31 at 6 
p.m. at the QCBA Office.

THE QCBA WILL THEN HOLD ITS 
143rd Annual Dinner and Installation of 
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Queens 
commitments

By Victoria Merlino
Queens Daily Eagle

Community Board 7 will vote today on a 
hotly contested plan to rezone the Flushing 
waterfront, which would allow developers to 
build condos, hotels, shops and office space 
along Flushing Creek. The advisory vote is 
the latest phase in the city’s land use process 
for the site. 

The Queens borough president will also 
weigh in before the project goes before the 
City Council, which traditionally votes in 
lock step with the local Councilmember Peter 
Koo on land use measures. 

The rezoning would allow FWRA LLC, a 
partnership of three developers that own the 
land, to reshape the Flushing waterfront, cre-
ating a 13-tower, mixed-use complex across 
the 29 acres of mostly unutilized land. Sup-
porters say the plan will include expanded 
waterfront park space and a system of roads 
that would be open to public traffic, according 
to the Flushing Post.

Brownfield remediation, or the process of 
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN OLIVER 
Neligan fought off a mugger with a cup of 
coffee and his bare hands after being attacked 
from behind in Woodside on Sunday. He was 
not seriously injured in the scuffle. “We all 
worked hard through our lives and at least we 
should be able to go to church and go shop-
ping without being mugged,” Neligan told
Pix 11.


FDNY MARINE COMPANY 4 RESCUED 
boaters stranded in Little Neck Bay during 
Tropical Storm Isaias despite zero visibility 
and choppy waters.


A 31-YEAR-OLD MAN FROM CAM-
bria Heights was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on for attempting to kill his girlfriend in 2018. 
He attacked after woman, who is transgender, 
after she refused to have sex with other people 
for money.


“ANYONE WHO FEELS TRAPPED BY
circumstances similar to this victim’s should 
know this: You are not alone,” said District At-
torney Melinda Katz. “We are here to continue 
to vigorously prosecute such cases and protect 
victims of trafficking and assault.”


GOV. ANDREW CUOMO SIGNED A
bill allowing the manufacture and sale of spiked 
ice cream to put the industry “on a path of sus-
tained growth that empowers both producers and 
consumers.” The alcohol content of the frozen 
treats will be limited to five percent and require 
the same warning labels as alcoholic beverages.


HUNDREDS OF NEW YORKERS TOOK 
to the streets of Brooklyn on Saturday in sup-
port of the 89-year-old Asian woman set on 
fire and to condemn the decision to not clas-
sify the attack as a hate crime. The peaceful 
march, co-organized b y Queens native Wil-
liam Lex Ham, was also a demonstration 
against the stereotype of Asian docility.


“WE’RE OFTEN SILENCED AND WHEN 
we express our grievances, and when we ex-
press our pain, the outside perception is, ‘Why 
don’t you speak up?’” Ham told Brooklyn Pa-
per. “We’re done with being invisible in our 
own country.”


COUNCILMEMBER DONOVAN RICH-
ards announced his support for a development 
project on the 28-acre plot of land along the An-
able Basin previously coveted by Amazon, citing 
the potential for new jobs and affordable housing. 
A quarter of the 5,700 apartments in the proposed 
development would be inclusionary, though an 
income range has not yet been specified.

By David Brand and Teresa Mettela
Queens Daily Eagle

More than 46,000 Queens residents were 
without power Wednesday afternoon, 24 hours 
after an intense tropical storm tore through the 
borough. About 57,000 borough customers lost 

power at some point during the heavy winds 
and rain, complicating life for people stuck at 
home as a result of COVID-19.

The whipping winds of Tropical Storm Isaias 
ripped down trees across Queens, causing sig-
nificant damage to homes and cars and killing 

at least one man in Briarwood who was sitting 
in his van when a tree fell on top of the vehicle.

Queens residents who work or take classes 
remotely said the outages have paralyzed their 
ability to stay connected.

Continued on page 2

A tree fell across wires in
Queens Village, knocking
out power and upending

a chunk of sidewalk.
Photo by Teresa Mettela

Queens Housing 
Court trials

will resume in 
September

Hon. Anthony Cannataro is the administrative judge for New York City Civil Court. 
Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

In-person trials of pending Housing Court 
matters will resume in Queens in early Sep-
tember, according to a memo from New York 
City’s top Civil Court judge Wednesday.

Trials will resume “on or about” Sept. 8, 
said Hon. Anthony Cannataro, the citywide 
administrative judge of the Civil Court of the 
City of New York. Manhattan Housing court 
will also restart in-person trials that day. 

“The Supervising Judges will select cas-
es for trial, prioritizing, for the time being, 
two-attorney matters that were placed on the 
trial calendar before March 16, 2020, and 
which cannot be resolved virtually,” Cannata-
ro said.

Continued on page 12
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By Jacob Kaye
Queens Daily Eagle

The fight between the City Council and 
Mayor Eric Adams over a pair of vetoed crimi-
nal justice bills came to a boil Tuesday as both 
attempted to make their cases for and against 
the legislation from City Hall. 

The argument over both the How Many 
Stops Act and a council bill banning solitary 
confinement in the city’s jails has played out 
over the past several weeks, intensifying over 
the past several days following the mayor’s veto 
of both bills on Friday.  

The Council, which passed both bills with 
a veto-proof majority in late December, has 
accused the mayor and others opposed to the 

LAST WEEK, NEW YORK STATE    
troopers arrested a Queens man driving a sto-
len vehicle over a bridge in Southeast Queens. 
On Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024, troopers from SP 
Rockaways arrested Anthony Flanagan, a 32-
year old from the borough for criminal posses-
sion of stolen property in the 4th Degree. The 
troopers were patrolling near the Cross Bay 
Bridge between Broad Channel and the Rock-
aways, and conducted a traffic stop on a 2018 
Toyota 4Runner, driven by Flanagan, because 
the vehicle was reported stolen. Flanagan was 
remanded to Queens County Central Booking 
pending arraignment.

ON SUNDAY, QUEENS ASSEMBLY- 
member Jenifer Rajkumar and Mayor Eric Ad-
ams unveiled the new Mahatma Gandhi statue 
at Shri Tulsi Mandir, a Hindu temple in South 
Richmond Hill. The Gandhi statue replaces one 
destroyed as a result of two separate vandalism 
incidents in August 2022. Rajkumar and the 
mayor were joined by Assemblymember Da-
vid Weprin, Councilmember Lynn Schulman, 
Mayor Adams’ South Asian Community Liaison 
Sookranie Dhanpat, Tulsi Mandir founder Pandit 
Lakhram Maharaj and Richmond Hill commu-
nity leader Romeo Hitllal. “I am here to say that 
hate against any group will not be tolerated in 
my district, in Queens, or anywhere in New York 
City,” Rajkumar said at the event. “Vandals may 
have destroyed the first statue, but nothing can 
destroy our belief in the Gandhian principles of 
love, unity, nonviolence, and peace. Today, as a 
symbol of our everlasting faith, we proudly un-
veil a brand new Gandhi statue.”

A BROOKLYN DESIGN FIRM IS IN EAR-
ly negotiations with the city over an indoor 
wave pool in the Rockaway Beach neighbor-
hood, which is already a well-known surfing 
destination, Gothamist reports. The wave pool 
will be about the size of a football field and will 
cost around $30 million. Local Office Landscape 
and Urban Design, the firm behind the project, 
hopes it will bring free surfing and water safety 
lessons to young residents of Far Rockaway. “It's 
going to be about ocean safety because the ma-
jority of the drownings in Rockaway are not vis-
itors, they're actually local residents and usually 
people of color,” said the firm’s founder Watlter 
Meyer, who lives and surfs on the Rockaways. 
“We want to reduce drownings.”

A THREE-MONTH-OLD INFANT GIRL 
died at a migrant shelter in Long Island City 
over the weekend, PIX 11 reports. The NYPD 
responded to a call from a family member in 
the middle of the afternoon at the County Inn 
and Suites on Crescent Street on Sunday, which 
is being used as a migrant shelter. The cause of 
death is not yet known, and the investigation re-
mains ongoing. 

legislation of peddling misinformation about 
the bills’ potential unintended effects, while the 
mayor has accused the Council of failing to un-
derstand the consequences of their legislation.  

On Tuesday, both sides made their case 
to the public simultaneously, just a few doors 
down from each other in City Hall – at one 
point, a top official in the mayor’s office at-
tempted to pull chairs designated for reporters 
out of City Hall’s rotunda, where the Council 
was holding their press conference, and move 
them into the room where the mayor was speak-
ing to the press. 

At this point, the mayor’s efforts to kill the 
bills are likely moot – City Council Speaker 
Adrienne Adams has vowed to get the Council 

to overturn both mayoral vetoes, a pledge she 
again made on Tuesday. 

Late Tuesday morning, the speaker was 
joined by several councilmembers and a num-
ber of faith leaders to denounce the mayor’s 
veto of the How Many Stops Act, a bill aimed 
at bringing greater transparency to interactions 
police officers have with New York City resi-
dents. 

The bill would require the NYPD to report 
on all levels of street stops and interactions they 
have with members of the public while conduct-
ing an investigation – reports of the stops will 
include details like demographic information on 
the person who was stopped, the reason for the 

City Council Speaker Adrienne Adams defended the legislature’s passage of the How Many Stops Act on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. 
Photo by Emil Cohen/NYC Council Media Unit

See story on page 2

Mayor appoints over a Mayor appoints over a 
dozen judges to city courtsdozen judges to city courts

Mayor Eric Adams made 14 appointments to the courts this week, including many with 
Queens connec�ons.                  File photo by Benny Polatseck/Mayoral Photography Office

By Ryan Schwach
Queens Daily Eagle 

Mayor Eric Adams this week made more 
than a dozen judicial appointments and reap-
pointments to New York City’s Family Court, 
Criminal Court and Civil Court, including a 
number of legal professionals and current sit-
ting judges with Queens connections. 

Four of the 14 appointed and reappointed 
judges were sent to the city’s Family Court, 
nine went to the city’s Criminal Court and one 
was named an interim judge of the Civil Court. 
Nine of the 14 judges were reappointed to their 
posts. 

In a statement, Adams said he hopes the 
new appointments help the courts run more ef-
ficiently, particularly as the courts continue to 
deal with backlogged calendars stemming from 
the pandemic. 

“Public safety and justice are the prerequi-
sites to prosperity, and the judges I’m appoint-
ing and reappointing today are deeply commit-
ted to both,” he said. “Ensuring that our courts 
have the judges they need to operate smoothly, 
efficiently, and effectively will help us contin-
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Mayor Eric Adams makes 14 judicial appointments to city’s bench
ue to reverse the bottlenecks that resulted from 
the pandemic and that has delayed justice for 
too many. We are grateful for their continued 
service as we build a city that is more just and 
equitable for all.”

FAMILY COURT APPOINTEES
Adams appointed Judge Cynthia Lopez 

to Family Court. Lopez has held various ti-
tles, including assistant supervising attorney 
of Queens Family Court Legal Services in the 
World’s Borough. 

Lopez, who was first appointed as an inter-
im Civil Court judge in June 2021 and has been 
serving in Family Court since then, began her 
legal career with the New York City Admin-
istration for Children’s Services as an agency 
attorney. She went on to work as a supervising 
attorney of Manhattan and Staten Island Family 
Court Legal Services. Prior to her appointment 
to the bench in 2021, she served as borough 
chief of the Brooklyn Family Court Legal Ser-
vices. 

Judge Marjorie Steinberg was also appoint-
ed by Adams, having been first appointed as an 
interim Civil Court judge in April 2023. She has 
been serving in Family Court since her initial 
appointment. 

Steinberg initially worked at a private firm 
as an associate attorney with a focus on custo-
dy, visitation, domestic violence, matrimonial, 
guardianship and neglect litigation. She then 
served with The Children’s Law Center as a 
staff attorney and subsequently as deputy direc-
tor before joining the court system in the Rich-
mond County Supreme Court as a court attor-
ney in the Integrated Domestic Violence Part, 
then as principal court attorney in the All-Pur-
pose Matrimonial Part. Prior to her appointment 
to the bench, Steinberg served as a support mag-
istrate in Richmond County Family Court.

Adams also appointed Judge Ben Darvil to 
Family Court. Darvil was first appointed as an 
interim Civil Court judge in March 2016 and 
then appointed to Family Court in April 2017. 
Darvil was a former staff attorney with the New 
York City Administration for Children’s Ser-
vices, Family Court Legal Services, specifically 
litigating child abuse and neglect cases. He also 
served in the Appellate Division, Second Judi-

Continued from page 1 Judge Kathryn Paek, who has been a Crim-
inal Court judge since February 2015, was also 
appointed by Adadms this week. 

Like many appointed this week, Paek began 
her legal career with The Legal Aid Society in 
Nassau County and briefly practiced as an asso-
ciate with a private firm. She then moved back 
to The Legal Aid Society in Brooklyn working 
in the Criminal Defense Division and Immigra-
tion Unit. Paek was also a former principal court 
attorney to a Kings County Supreme Court jus-
tice. Prior to her appointment to the bench, she 
was chief of staff to the New York State Unified 
Court System’s Office of Policy and Planning.

Judge Archana Rao has presided in Criminal 
Court since January 2019 and spent the entirety 
of her legal career at the New York County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, where she served as an 
assistant district attorney. Rao was reappointed 
to the Criminal Court bench by Adams.  

Judge Steven Statsinger was also appoint-
ed, having been initially put on the bench as a 
Criminal Court judge in January 2013. Before 
being appointed Statsinger worked with The 
Legal Aid Society and the Federal Defenders of 
New York, Inc.

Judge Laura Ward has presided as a judge 
longer than any of the 14 appointees, having 
served in Criminal Court since 1997. Ward cur-
rently serves as an acting Supreme Court jus-
tice. Before becoming a judge, Ward worked in 
a private firm, then joined the Organized Crime 
Strike Force with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of New York as a special 
attorney. 

She also briefly served as assistant attorney 
general-in-charge of the Bureau of Investor 
Protection and Security at the New York Office 
of the Attorney General before returning to the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District 
of New York to serve as an assistant United 
States attorney before her appointment to the 
bench.

CIVIL COURT APPOINTEES
Finally, reappointed to Civil Court was 

Judge Grace Oboma-Layat, who was appointed 
as an interim Civil Court judge in April 2023 
and has since been serving in Family Court. 

Prior to her appointment to the bench, she 
was a staff attorney with The Legal Aid Society, 
Juvenile Rights Practice for nearly two decades 
focusing on child protective proceedings, pa-
rental rights and custody.  

cial Department, as an appellate court attorney. 
Prior to his appointment to the bench, he served 
as a law clerk. 

Judge Emily Ruben was also reappointed to 
Family Court this week, having been initially 
appointed in June 2015. She began her legal 
career as a law clerk in New York County Su-
preme Court, and also worked for a boutique 
matrimonial firm and a private firm focusing 
on matrimonial law and trusts and estates as an 
associate. Ruben was formerly with The Legal 
Aid Society, Civil Division, as well as the Do-
mestic Violence Project.

CRIMINAL COURT APPOINTEES
Four of the judges appointed and reappoint-

ed to Criminal Court have Queens connections. 
Judge Anthony Battisti, who was first ap-

pointed as an interim Civil Court judge in 

December 2021, previously was a Queens as-
sistant district attorney, working in the Intake, 
Criminal Court, Grand Jury, and Supreme Court 
Bureaus. After several years there, he entered 
private practice and spent nearly 30 years prac-
ticing in Queens as a criminal defense and resi-
dential real estate attorney.

Also with a Queens connection: Judge Di-
ego Freire, who was first appointed as an in-
terim Civil Court judge in December 2021 and 
has since been serving in Criminal Court. Freire 
began his legal career with The Legal Aid Soci-
ety in Queens in 2007, spending 14 years there, 
focusing as an adolescent intervention and di-
version attorney.

Judge Mary Bejarano was also reappointed 
this week. Bejarano spent more than four years 
as an assistant district attorney in Queens. She 
was first appointed as an interim Civil Court 
judge in May 2017 and then appointed to the 
Criminal Court in January 2018. She worked as 
a malpractice defense attorney in two different 
firms before spending time in a solo practice. 
Bejarano served the Civil Litigation Unit at the 
Kings County District Attorney’s Office before 
heading to the bench. 

Judge Joanne Watters was initially appoint-
ed as a Criminal Court judge in December 2015, 
and also has a Queens connection, current-
ly serving as the supervising judge in Queens 
Criminal Court. Watters was also a prosecu-
tor with the Bronx County District Attorney’s 
Office and worked as an associate in a private 
firm.  Watters also worked in Brooklyn as a 
supervising court attorney in Criminal Court, 
having also worked as an assistant department 
advocate for the Department Advocate’s Office. 

Adams also reappointed Judge Craig Ort-
ner, who was first appointed as an interim Civil 
Court judge a year ago and has been serving in 
Criminal Court since then. Ortner was a former 
associate at a private firm before heading south 
to clerk with the United States District Court for 
the Middle District of Florida and United States 
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit in Jack-
sonville, Florida. He then returned to New York 
and served with the New York County District 
Attorney’s Office for nearly 20 years, holding 
various titles, including Criminal Court super-
visor in Trial Bureau 80 and deputy bureau 
chief in Trial Bureau 60.

By Ryan Schwach 
Queens Daily Eagle 

Governor Kathy Hochul, alongside a hand-
ful of other state governors penned a letter on 
Monday calling for more federal support and 
action on the immigration crisis affecting cities 
across the country. 

The letter is a new step for the governor, as 
she echoes the calls for more federal backup in 
dealing with the migrant crisis from Mayor Eric 
Adams and other city officials. 

The letter was addressed to President Joe 
Biden, Senate leaders Chuck Schumer and 
Mitch McConnell and House leaders Mike 
Johnson and Hakeem Jeffries. 

It was signed by Hochul, as well as the 
Democratic governors of Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey and New Mexico. 

“As governors representing over 100 mil-
lion Americans, we write to call on Washington 
to work together to solve what has become a hu-
manitarian crisis,” the state leaders’ letter read. 
“The sustained arrival of individuals seeking 
asylum and requiring shelter and assistance, due 
to lack of Congressional action on infrastruc-
ture and policies, can only be addressed with 
federal organizational support and funding to 
meet the public safety and humanitarian needs 
of our local communities.”

For nearly a year, Adams and other mem-
bers of his administration have claimed that 
New York City’s position bearing the brunt of 
the migrant influx without federal financial as-
sistance would be “unsustainable,” a sentiment 
echoed in Hochul’s letter. 

“States and cities cannot indefinitely re-
spond to the subsequent strain on state and 
local resources without Congressional action,” 
the letter read. “Communities along the south-

ern border – as well as interior states and cities 
across the country – lack the vast coordinated 
infrastructure needed to respond to the humani-
tarian and public safety concerns of those seek-
ing lawful entry into the United States.”

“America needs a federal solution that sup-
ports our economy, immigrants and fixes our 
immigration system,” they added.

The letter also called for the feds to do more 
at the border. 

“We strongly urge Congress and the Ad-
ministration to quickly negotiate an agree-

ment on a border security legislative package 
that includes federal coordination and decom-
pression at the southern and northern borders; 
federal funding for both border and interior 
states and cities receiving new arrivals; and a 
serious commitment to modernizing our im-
migration system in the United States,” the 
letter said. 

Earlier this month, Hochul proposed includ-
ing aid to the five boroughs in her budget pro-
posal. The plan would see the state send $2.4 
billion statewide to help with the migrant crisis. 

Gov calls for more migrant funding in letter to feds 

Queens Criminal Court Supervising Judge 
Joanne Watters was among those reap-
pointed to the bench by Mayor Eric Adams 
this week.           Eagle file photo

Governor Kathy Hochul and eight other state governors penned a letter to the federal 
government this week calling for more financial assistance for the migrant crisis. 

Photo via the Office of Governor Kathy Hochul
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Second Avenue Subway inches forward on phase two extension
By Jose Martinez

THE CITY
The MTA hopes to put shovels in the ground 

for the next phase of the Second Avenue Subway 
by March, even while lawsuits challenging con-
gestion pricing could slow the $7.7 billion project 
to stretch the Q line north to 125th Street.

Transit agency officials on Monday an-
nounced the awarding of the first contract on the 
three-station East Harlem extension — a $182 
million agreement to relocate underground util-
ities in advance of construction on a new 106th 
Street stop. Other new stations are planned for 
116th and 125th streets.

“We’re talking about sewer, water, electrical, 
telecoms, all those cables and pipes that run un-
derneath the street,” said Jamie Torres-Springer, 
president of MTA Construction & Development. 
“We have to relocate that so that we’re in a posi-
tion to then build that 106th Street station.”

The MTA announced in July that it planned 
to award the first contract by the fall. But the deal 
with C.A.C. Industries Inc. was not announced 
until Monday. Records also show that another 
contract in excess of $100 million — for a consul-
tant to assist MTA Construction & Development 
in managing a timely, on-budget and safe com-
pletion of the project — has had its opening date 
pushed back from last November to late February.

“We’re in a procurement,” Torres-Springer 
said. “We’re answering questions.”

MTA officials warned that the awarding of 
other contracts on Phase II construction, includ-
ing for tunneling and station construction and sys-
tems work, are in danger of being held up until le-
gal challenges to congestion pricing are resolved. 
That plan’s vehicle tolls are slated to raise billions 
of dollars for planned major transit system up-
grades.

“It’s very important that we get through the 
unfortunate challenges to congestion pricing, 
which is going to allow a lot of critical projects 
to proceed on schedule,” Torres-Springer said. 
“We’re pretty confident and optimistic that the 
courts are going to find that the MTA followed an 
appropriate process and be able to proceed.”

Decades in the Making
The MTA is aiming to complete the second 

phase by the early 2030s. The Second Avenue 
Subway was first proposed in 1929 and partially 
constructed in the 1970s.

Lisa Daglian, head of the Permanent Citizens 
Advisory Committee to the MTA, said the slew of 
lawsuits from New Jersey and elsewhere are “hold-
ing up progress to protect a handful of drivers.”

“Imagine if New Jersey invested this much 
time, money and energy in New Jersey Transit so 
that its residents had myriad options, instead of 
getting myriad excuses,” she said.

The latest developments on stretching the 
Q from its 96th Street terminal — an extension 
which would include an East Harlem tunnel built 

in the 1970s — came after Governor Kathy Ho-
chul earlier this month touted a planned western 
extension of the Second Avenue Subway to three 
more new stations beneath 125th Street.

The proposed expansion would serve an es-
timated 240,000 commuters daily, connecting the 
Q to seven existing lines that already have stops 
along 125th Street at Lenox Avenue, St. Nicholas 
Avenue and Broadway.

“We’ll be launching the feasibility study 
shortly,” Torres-Springer said. “And what we’re 
looking at is to create that tunnel for future gen-
erations in the same way that that 1970s tunnel is 
available to us.”

But the potential schedule changes have trig-
gered concern among transit-watchers about the 
impact to the next phase of the Second Avenue 
Subway, a decades-in-the-making project whose 
first three stations opened in January 2017 at 
72nd, 86th and 96th streets.

“Delays on the front end are often a signal 
of delays on the back end,” said Eric Goldwyn, 
an assistant professor and member of the Transit 
Costs Project at the NYU Marron Institute’s trans-
portation and land-use program. “More broadly, 

this speaks to the uncertainty and the risks that the 
MTA takes with every project — are we actually 
going to be able to do this thing?”

‘Better, Faster and Cheaper’
The work to reach 125th Street in the second 

stretch of the line, called Phase II, is expected to 
cost close to $7.7 billion, according to MTA cost 
estimates submitted to the Federal Transportation 
Administration in early 2022.

MTA officials pledged that Phase II work will 
be “better, faster and cheaper” than the first seg-
ment by reducing station size and making use of 
the existing tunnel, while flagging lessons learned 
from the first phase of the line.

“There were real-estate acquisitions that held 
up the job that should have been identified ear-
lier,” Torres-Springer said. “Community issues 
were not known early enough on, we need to 
avoid surprises.”

Officials said the transit agency has already 
acquired key properties in the path of the 125th 
Street station. For the 116th Street stop, two prop-
erties must still be acquired, though the lot on the 
west side of Second Avenue from East 119th to 
120th streets that is needed for the “launch box” 

for tunnel boring machines is already under MTA 
control. At the site of the future 106th Street sta-
tion, four sites are not yet owned by the MTA.

Hochul, federal Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg and Sen. Chuck Schumer were among 
the public officials who traveled to 125th Street 
in November to sign a $3.4 billion federal fund-
ing grant agreement to help pay for the next stage.

In East Harlem, residents said they are skep-
tical about continued progress on a line first pro-
posed in the 1920s and partially constructed in the 
1970s — let alone a westbound turn.

“This has been going on since I was 4-years-
old — I remember when they had wooden planks 
on the street because they were supposed to be 
putting in the subway,” said Derek Johnson, 56.

“I’ll have to see it first before I believe it.”
While waiting in the snow on 125th Street Fri-

day for a crosstown bus, David Moore, 48, said 
he would welcome having an east-west connec-
tion on the Q line.

“That would be good,” he said. “Sure, I be-
lieve in miracles.”

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

The MTA released renderings of the Second Avenue Subway extension at 106th Street.  Credit: Rendering via MTA

Gov. Kathy Hochul spoke to reporters in a Second Avenue Subway tunnel. Nov. 23, 2021. 
Credit: Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY

Extending the Second Avenue Subway up to 125th Street is part of the MTA’s new five-
year capital budget plan.  Credit: Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY
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Online ‘Expert’ Says You Have 
Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder? Psychiatrist 

Explains What It Really Is
By Arash Javanbankht

The Conversation
Among the many emerging trends on 

social media, one recent concerning fad is 
a casual and often inaccurate portrayal of 
trauma and post-traumatic stress disorder, 
or PTSD — along with an array of ques-
tionable interventions suggested for its cure. 

But what really is PTSD, who suffers from 
it, and what are the available treatments?

As a psychiatrist specializing in trauma, 
I’ve worked with hundreds of people with 
PTSD. Some are refugees, first responders 
and survivors of torture and human traf-
ficking. Others have survived childhood 
trauma, shootings, assault, rape or robbery. 

As part of my outreach, I post educa-
tional material about trauma and PTSD on 
social media, so my news feeds often con-
tain misleading material along these lines:

“Procrastination is not laziness. It is 
childhood trauma.”

“Trauma test: What image did you see 
first? A shark, A leg?”

“People who say sorry for no reason 
have PTSD.”

Mental health advocacy work has led to 
great progress in making the public aware 
of trauma and overcoming its stigma. But 
misuse of terms such as “trauma,” “child-
hood trauma” and “PTSD” has filled the 
social media sphere with misinformation. 
It is often spread by people with a financial 
or emotional incentive, such as those seek-
ing followers, selling tests, therapies, inter-
ventions, coaching and more.

Such posts treat trauma and PTSD as 
something that’s trendy, at times even ro-
manticizing trauma. In turn, this trivializ-
es the suffering of those who really have 
endured traumatic experiences. It can also 
create confusion for those with a real need 
for help and prevent them from receiving 
the right support.

Trauma explained
In popular culture and in the everyday 

vernacular, the word trauma is often used 
too loosely. As a result, on social media 
a difficult breakup or an argument with a 

family member might be portrayed as trau-
matic. While these experiences could be 
highly stressful, they are not considered 
trauma in the clinical world.

The field of psychiatry defines trauma as 
direct exposure to actual or threatened death, 
serious injury or sexual violence. That in-
cludes experiences such as war, assault, sex-
ual abuse and rape, robbery, being shot at, 
severe car accidents and natural disasters. 
Trauma exposure is common among, though 
certainly not limited to, urban populations. 

Trauma exposure does not necessari-
ly have to be direct; it can also happen by 
witnessing or being near the event or by ex-
posure to its aftermath. This is what often 
happens to first responders, those in the vi-
cinity of or exposed to the aftermath of mass 
shootings, and refugees, all of whom see the 
worst of what humans do to each other. 

The immediate response to trauma 
can include shock, severe anxiety or pan-
ic, confusion, helplessness, constant re-
call of the event, feeling on edge, difficulty 
sleeping, anger, guilt or physical discom-
fort. Trauma can have numerous long-term 
effects, including anxiety, difficulty with 
trust, depression and substance use. 

PTSD explained
Not everyone who experiences trauma 

has PTSD. For the majority of people ex-
posed to trauma, symptoms subside over 
time. But some people remain in a constant 
state of “fight or flight,” a physiological re-
sponse in which the brain stays fully alert 
to ensure escape or to neutralize a real or 
perceived danger. 

When the severity of symptoms pass-
es a specific threshold, mental health clini-
cians consider a PTSD diagnosis. To be di-
agnosed with the disorder, the person must 
have one or two symptoms from all of the 
following categories: 

“Intrusion” symptoms, such as recurring, 
unwanted memories of the traumatic event, 
or frequent nightmares or flashbacks as if the 
event is happening again. This includes see-
ing the scenes, hearing the sounds or experi-
encing the smells of the event.

Intense avoidance of anything that 
is a reminder of the trauma, including 
thoughts and memories of the event, peo-
ple who could resemble the perpetrator, 
and places or times of day that are asso-
ciated with where, when or how the trau-
ma happened.

Persistent negative emotions and 
thoughts, such as anxiety, sadness, guilt, a 
negative perception of self – that is, a feel-
ing that you’re permanently damaged – or a 
mistrust of the world. This might include an 
inability to experience positive emotions.

Hyperarousal – meaning constant-
ly being on the lookout for danger – and 
being easily startled or angered and being 
unable to sleep.

Getting help
Like any other medical condition, a di-

agnosis of PTSD must be made by a mental 
health professional, preferably one skilled 
in trauma and PTSD. Some people endure 
certain symptoms without meeting all cri-
teria for PTSD. If this causes significant so-
cial, academic or occupational dysfunction 
and distress, the person will still need help. 

If you have endured traumatic expe-
riences, first understand that PTSD is not 
your identity. It is a disease that can be and 
should be treated. Getting an evaluation 
from your primary care doctor is the first 
step. They may refer you to a mental health 
professional. Or you can reach out directly 
to a psychiatrist, a clinical psychologist or 
a licensed social worker for an evaluation. 

Your insurance provider can help you 
find a therapist or psychiatrist, preferably 
specialized in trauma. You can also find a 
list of providers through the Anxiety and 
Depression Association of America. If you 
don’t have insurance, you can get help at a 
local community mental health clinic or a 
federally qualified health center. 

If a diagnosis is confirmed, know that 
you do not have to suffer for years to come. 
There are effective and safe psychothera-
py treatments that can help process the trau-
matic memories, overcome the related neg-
ative thoughts or feelings of guilt and shame 
and help overcome avoidance of normal life 
situations because of the trauma. 

Arash Javanbakht is an associate pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Wayne State Univer-
sity.
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Nets host Knicks after 
L.A. meltdown

Brooklyn looking to rebound from sad finish vs Clippers
By John Torenli, Sports Editor

Brooklyn Daily Eagle
The Nets appeared poised to complete 

an impressive sweep in Los Angeles Sun-
day afternoon.

Instead, they dragged themselves back 
to Brooklyn to host the East River rival 
Knicks Tuesday following one of their 
most embarrassing losses of the season.

“We were stuck, didn’t know what to 
do or how to break it,” Nets forward Mi-
kal Bridges ceded after he and his team-
mates squandered an 18-point lead before 
absorbing a hard-to-swallow 125-114 de-
feat to the Clippers in front of 19,370 fans 
at crypto.com Arena.

Brooklyn (17-25) was coming off Fri-
day night’s exhilarating 130-112 rout of 
LeBron James and the Lakers in Los An-
geles, which snapped its four-game slide.

The Nets took a comfortable 99-84 lead 
into the final period two days later, only to 
watch former teammate James Harden and 
the Clippers (27-14) close the contest on a 
startling 22-0 run.

Brooklyn was outscored by a whop-
ping 41-15 count over the final 12 minutes.

“They came out and punched us in the 
mouth and in that fourth quarter we played 
Clipper basketball, got some stops and the 
rest is history,” said Harden, who finished 
with 24 points and 10 assists while handing 
Brooklyn its 15th loss in 19 games.

Bridges led the Nets with 26 points and 
Cam Thomas added 20 off the bench, but 
Brooklyn bowed under the pressure of put-
ting L.A. away. 

The Nets misfired on their last eight 
shots after Bridges scored with 5:33 re-
maining to give them a 114-103 advantage.

“Just got to be better for the whole 48,” 
Bridges added. 

It might not get much better at home, 
where the Nets have lost five of their last 
six games.

Brooklyn once again dipped a sea-
son-worst eight games below .500 after 
climbing as high as three games above the 
break-even mark on Dec. 13.

The past five weeks have featured a 
pair of trips out west that resulted in two 
wins and six losses, an ugly defeat to 
Cleveland in Paris during a transcontinen-
tal 1-4 homestand, and the Nets’ latest de-
bacle in the City of Angels.

“I think it just tells you that our group is 
still learning lessons,” said Brooklyn coach 
Jacque Vaughn. 

“And so whether it’s being organized 
after a free-throw in which you have plen-
ty of time to be organized and get into a 
set, you got that piece of it, Whether it’s 
taking the shots that you would normally 
take throughout the course of the game that 
your teammates expect you to take, that 
piece of it.”

Brooklyn will play 10 of its next 11 
games on the corner of Atlantic and Flat-
bush, beginning with its second tilt of the 
year against the Knicks (26-17).

New York, which has won nine of its 
last 11, cruised to a 121-102 victory over 
the Nets here on Dec. 20.

Coming off a 1-4 trip that ended in Utah 
two nights earlier, Brooklyn looked lacka-
daisical from the jump, trailing by double 
digits after one quarter and never seriously 
challenging thereafter on the way to its first 
home loss in the Battle of Boroughs series 
since Dec. 26, 2019.

“We both were on the West Coast. No-
body can use that as an excuse,” Vaughn 
said after noting that the Knicks were com-
ing back from four games out of their time 
zone as well. 

“They came back home, we came back 
home, played a game, same amount of rest, 
and they were better than us tonight in all 
facets of the game.”

The Knicks, who have won three 
straight against the Nets and three in a row 
overall entering this rematch, ran past To-
ronto on Saturday at Madison Square Gar-
den behind 38 points from Jalen Brunson 
and Julius Randle’s 14th career triple-dou-
ble.

Randle amassed 18 points, 16 boards 
and 10 assists for New York, which had 
lost six consecutive visits to Brooklyn be-
fore last month’s wire-to-wire win.

“Everything’s back to normal, I guess,” 
Randle jabbed that night when asked about the 
rivalry swinging back in the Knicks’ favor.

Bridges described the Nets’ recent 
woes best with three simple words.

“Definitely not fun,” he dead-panned.
NOTHING BUT NET: After hosting 

the Knicks, the Nets will welcome Minne-
sota to Barclays on Thursday. ... New York 
will host the next two Battle of Boroughs 
games at the Garden on March 23 and April 
12. The Nets had won nine in a row in the 
series, including six straight in Brooklyn, 
before trading Kevin Durant and Kyrie Ir-
ving last February. ... Vaughn was expect-
ed to give an update Tuesday on the prog-
ress of guard Ben Simmons, who has been 
out since Nov. 6 with a nerve impingement 
in his lower back. Simmons will not play 
against the Knicks.

PORTSSS

Nets coach Jacque Vaughn is running out of ways to inspire his free-falling unit, especial-
ly after Sunday’s fourth-quarter collapse in Los Angeles.  AP Photo by Marcio Jose Sanchez

Knicks forward Julius Randle had 26 points in New York’s 121-102 rout of the Nets in 
their last visit to Barclays Center on Dec. 20.  AP Photo by Frank Franklin II

“Definitely not fun” is how Nets forward Mikal Bridges described the team’s ongoing 
slump, which has resulted in 15 losses in the last 19 games.  AP Photo by Marcio Jose Sanchez
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NEW HAMPSHIRE — Is this color scheme confusing to the vot-
ers? There’s red, there’s blue and there’s white. No wonder the U.S. 
seems totally divided, politically. A voter stands in a booth at a polling 
site while filling out their ballot in the New Hampshire presidential pri-
mary in Manchester, NH, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. Photo: David Goldman/AP

NEW HAMPSHIRE — ‘Yes! Soon I can return to a warmer climate’: Republican presidential candi-
date former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley gestures while walking with supporters, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, 
near a polling site at Winnacunnet High School in Hampton, NH. Photo: Steven Senne/AP

NEW HAMPSHIRE — ‘Yes! Soon I can return to a warmer climate’: Republican presidential can-
didate former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event in Laconia, NH, Monday, Jan. 22, 
2024. Photo: Matt Rourke/AP

 Our
 World In
Pictures

NEW HAMPSHIRE — Well-
lit American flag is a bea-
con: A home with patriot-
ic spirit is decorated near the 
town’s polling place on the 
morning of the presidential 
primary election, Tuesday, 
Jan. 23, 2024, in the Groveton 
village of Northumberland, 
NH. Photo: Robert F. Bukaty/AP
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 Our
 World In
Pictures

MELBOURNE — The bat-
tle is done, now a hand-
shake: Aryna Sabalenka, 
right, of Belarus is congrat-
ulated by Barbora Krejcikova 
of the Czech Republic follow-
ing their quarterfinal match 
at the Australian Open ten-
nis championships at Mel-
bourne Park, Melbourne, 
Australia, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
2024.
Photo: Asanka Brendon Ratnayake/AP

MELBOURNE — Tennis wars and reactions rage on: Andrey Rublev 
of Russia reacts after losing a point to Jannik Sinner of Italy during their 
quarterfinal match at the Australian Open tennis championships at Mel-
bourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024.

Photo: Asanka Brendon Ratnayake/AP

MOSCOW — Russian leader exposes himself: Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, poses for a 
photo with participants of the Russian Family Forum “Relatives and Loved Ones” at the Russia Expo in-
ternational exhibition and forum at the VDNKh (The Exhibition of Achievements of National Economy) in 
Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. Photo: Sergei Karpukhin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP

MELBOURNE — One of America’s rising stars falls in four to the Serbian master: Taylor Fritz of 
the U.S. plays a backhand return to Novak Djokovic of Serbia during their quarterfinal match at the Aus-
tralian Open tennis championships at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024.
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Lawsuit deal downsizes local-resident 
preference in affordable housing lottery

By Greg B. Smith
THE CITY

New York City’s practice of giving neigh-
borhood residents priority for affordable hous-
ing built in their vicinity will be dramatically re-
duced under a settlement of a landmark lawsuit 
that charged this so-called community preference 
aggravated racial segregation.

Currently 50% of any affordable units offered 
through the city’s housing lotteries must go to res-
idents of the neighborhoods where the develop-
ment is going up. Under the settlement approved 
by Manhattan Federal Judge Laura Taylor Swain 
Monday, that preference for units will soon drop 
to 20%, then dip further to 15% in five years.

That will mean the vast majority of new 
apartments, 80% and ultimately 85%, will be-
come available for applicants who live outside the 
neighborhood.

The lawsuit was filed in 2015 by the non-prof-
it Anti-Discrimination Center and attorney Craig 
Gurian, taking aim at the 50% policy enact-
ed during Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s tenure. 
Bloomberg increased the community preference 
level from 30% to 50% in his effort to expand the 
development of new affordable housing citywide.

Many city officials supported this approach, 
testifying in depositions taken in the case that end-
ing the set-aside would make getting community 
sign-off on projects more difficult. It also allowed 
them to promise their constituents housing would 
be set aside for them and limited to those outside 
the community.

Yet survey data cited by the plaintiffs showed 
that the vast majority of housing applicants didn’t 
care which neighborhood they wound up in, as 
long as the apartments offered affordable rent.

The suit alleged that setting aside half of apart-
ments for existing neighborhood residents had a 
collateral effect — frustrating New Yorkers from 
obtaining affordable apartments outside their own 
neighborhoods. The preference for existing neigh-
borhood residents, the suit argued, helped prevent 

the racial makeup of neighborhoods — be they 
Black, Hispanic, Asian or white — from chang-
ing, effectively obstructing integration.

Mayor Bill de Blasio rejected that argument 
and his law department did little to work out a way 
to settle the case, instead spending significant re-
sources filing unsuccessful legal motions to kill 
the lawsuit.

Until recently, Mayor Eric Adams, who spoke 
out against using community preference in all 
neighborhoods when he was running for City Hall 
in 2021, continued to resist a settlement. But in 
August both sides began a rapprochement that re-
sulted in Monday’s ruling.

In her order approving the settlement, Judge 
Swain signed off on the terms of the arrangement 
and made no comment on the arguments in the 
case.

Starting March 1, the city will add new lan-
guage to its housing lottery application portal 
and advertisements spelling out the less restric-
tive equation as a means of addressing one of the 
city’s most vexing problems: a severe lack of af-
fordable housing: “New York City is committed 
to the principle of inclusivity in all of its neighbor-
hoods, including supporting New Yorkers to re-
side in neighborhoods of their choice, regardless 
of their neighborhood of origin and regardless of 
the neighborhood into which they want to move.”

‘Con Job’
On Monday, Gurian criticized the Bloomberg 

and de Blasio administrations for not settling the 
case earlier. The settlement spells out that the city 
has agreed to pay the Anti-Discrimination Center 
$5.1 million and co-counsel Cuti Hecker Wang 
$1.1 million for the legal skirmishing that took 
place over the last eight years.

“The policy has been a con job,” Gurian said. 
“New Yorkers do not see residential segregation 
as a natural state of being. It is deeply unnatural. It 
is the key outcome of what white supremacy liter-
ally created in this city. So you look at the lottery 
data and you see that people want to move.”

Gurian also noted that the 50% set-aside for 
local residents had the added effect of encourag-
ing developers to continue concentrating new af-
fordable developments in lower-income neigh-
borhoods where they already exist and avoid the 
contentious process of trying to build in more af-

fluent, predominantly white neighborhoods of 
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island.

“It does get to this other question of who 
builds what where. And one thing the neighbor-
hoods of white Brooklyn and white Queens have 
been alarmed about is the prospect of building 
deeply affordable housing.” He also noted elected 
officials in heavily Black and Hispanic neighbor-
hoods encouraged adding more developments in 
those areas to “match the existing income profile.”

Shortly after the city and Gurian filed the set-
tlement in Manhattan federal court, Adams re-
leased a statement touting his “City of Yes” cam-
paign to encourage new affordable housing in all 
city neighborhoods, including more affluent lo-
cales with little public housing.

“This agreement, which allows the city to 
maintain the community preference policy, pre-
serves a critical tool that lets us build on this prog-
ress and continue creating new affordable housing 
in partnership with communities across the city,” 
he stated.

Under the terms of the settlement, the city has 
made no admission of liability but agreed to op-
pose any subsequent legal efforts to return to the 
50% level ended by the settlement. The court will 
retain oversight through April 2036 and the 20% 
will go into effect in late April.

The city will also pay $100,000 each to Shau-
na Noel and Emmanuella Senat, the two renters 
who served as the lawsuit’s plaintiffs after be-
ing denied housing in neighborhoods where they 
didn’t reside.

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

New construction rises in Gowanus, Brooklyn, Nov. 2, 2023.  Credit: Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY

Attorney Craig Gurian speaks about a settlement with the city to ease people’s ability to 
apply for affordable housing out of their neighborhood, Jan. 22, 2204. 

Credit: Screengrab via Zoom Meeting
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As tensions flare over Israel-Hamas war, NYC to train 
educators on having ‘difficult conversations’

By Alex Zimmerman
Chalkbeat

To help address tensions over the Isra-
el-Hamas war, the city is rolling out new train-
ing for educators, expanding curriculum resourc-
es, and signaling to principals that they will have 
more leeway to crack down on bullying and other 
bigoted behavior.

Beginning this spring, all middle and high 
school principals will receive training “focused on 
navigating difficult conversations,” schools Chan-
cellor David Banks said, and those leaders will be 
responsible for sharing what they learn with their 
staff. The city is also updating its diversity train-
ing to delve more deeply into antisemitism and Is-
lamophobia.

“The way through this moment is not to ma-
lign our students or impose our own ideologies 
on them, or to bury our heads in the sand,” Banks 
said during an address to school staff, parents, and 
faith leaders at the department’s Lower Manhattan 
headquarters. “We must educate our students, and 
sometimes our staff, to raise their consciousness 
and to overcome bias.”

The announcement comes after some com-
munities across the city, including university cam-
puses, have fractured over the devastating vio-
lence thousands of miles away.&nbsp; In October, 
Hamas militants killed 1,200 people and took over 
240 hostages, with about 130 remaining captive, 
according to reports. Israel, in response, has bom-
barded Gaza, fueling a humanitarian crisis and 
killing over 25,000 Palestininans, including many 
children, according to health authorities there.

Since the start of the war, city officials have 
provided guidance to schools about how to have 
productive discussions about the conflict. Some 
educators have made efforts to facilitate discus-
sions, including how to identify misinformation 
on social media. Others have largely steered clear 
of the issue. In advance of pro-Palestinian protests 
in November, Banks issued a warning that edu-
cators should keep their personal views to them-
selves, a directive that made some wary of broach-
ing the topic.

On Monday, Banks reiterated that educators 
should play a role in helping students make sense 
of what’s happening, while taking care to not ex-
press their own opinions.

“We need to point students to reliable and ob-
jective sources about the current crisis,” he said. 
“We cannot leave it to social media to educate our 
children.”

Some schools have taken 
matters into own hands

Some students have created their own spaces 
in the absence of explicit efforts by their schools 
to address the topic. One campus brought Muslim 
and Jewish campus groups together to have edu-
cator-supervised discussions.

On other campuses, the war has been impos-

sible to avoid. In late November, hundreds of stu-
dents at Hillcrest High School in Queens flood-
ed the hallways in protest of a photo of a teacher 
holding an “I stand with Israel” sign from a rally 
just after the Oct. 7 attacks, which had circulated 
on social media. Videos of the incident show stu-
dents dancing in the hallways past a water foun-
tain that had been pulled from a wall. The health 
teacher in the photo, who is Jewish, took cover in 
a room on a different floor.

The situation drew significant media atten-
tion and condemnation from Mayor Eric Adams 
and Banks, though the chancellor emphasized 
that the incident was a “teachable moment.” The 
Education Department removed the school’s 
principal. Officials said an assistant principal had 
been appointed principal and was recommended 
by current and former educators at the school, in-
cluding the teacher who was the subject of the 
protests.

On Monday, Banks promised updated train-
ing on school safety for principals in the coming 
weeks, noting that some have felt “disempow-
ered” from taking disciplinary action even for 

“egregious” misbehavior — a position echoed by 
the principal’s union. Although officials indicated 
the city did not intend to revise the city’s discipline 
code, which spells out which conduct for which 
students can be suspended, Banks wants princi-
pals to be empowered to enforce it.

“We can not and we will not have schools 
where students feel like they can do whatever they 
want without accountability for their actions,” he 
said.

That move raises questions about whether the 
new directive could lead to a surge in suspensions, 
which returned to pre-pandemic levels last school 
year, and which are disproportionately issued to 
Black students and those with disabilities.

Nelson Mar, a senior staff attorney at Bronx 
Legal Services, said he hopes the city takes reports 
of bullying more seriously, as he said schools often 
ignore student reports of it. But he worries schools 
will resort to removing students from classrooms 
instead of trying to address the “root cause.”

“When staff look to the discipline code they 
often see suspension and removal as the ONLY re-
sponse to these behaviors,” Mar wrote in an email.

Educators feel divided 
over new directive

School leaders offered mixed reactions to 
Banks’ plan. City officials have not yet named 
which outside organizations will help lead that 
training or its cost.

“I am happy to hear about the efforts to step 
up and do something … but I am hesitant to ex-
pect too much,” said one Brooklyn principal who 
spoke on condition of anonymity because of the 
sensitive topic.

“It’s so hard for the [Education Depart-
ment]&nbsp; to do anything at its scale,” the lead-
er added. “We’re talking about issues that can re-
ally be best solved at the people level.”

One Bronx assistant principal said her school 
has struggled with tensions around the Isra-
el-Hamas war, including “free Palestine” posters 
students painted and put up in the hallways that 
made some Jewish teachers feel uncomfortable.

“There are so many intense feelings around 
people’s religion and identity — I’d be curious 
what those kinds of conversations are going to 
look like,” the assistant principal said. “There was 
definitely a lack of guidance from the [Education 
Department], so I guess I’m glad they’re trying.”

Though few incidents have been as explo-
sive as the situation at Hillcrest, a steady stream 
of controversies have burst into public view, some 
fueled by conservative media outlets. In one re-
cent example, an art class at a Brooklyn elemen-
tary school focused on Arab culture made head-
lines for its map of North Africa and the Middle 
East that did not label Israel. The 12-year-old post-
er at P.S. 261 was removed after the stir, a move 
lamented by many parents from the school, which 
serves a diverse population including Muslims 
and Jews.

And some parent councils have waded into the 
issue, inviting another set of heated disagreements. 
Some of the rhetoric in parent council meetings has 
devolved into personal attacks that have made it 
challenging for these volunteers to work together. 
The Education Department said it plans to launch 
a series of anti-discrimination workshops for parent 
leaders beginning in February.

Banks also announced an interfaith advisory 
council to help guide the city’s response.

“This faith advisory council is not a grievance 
committee,” said Rev. Jacques Andre DeGraff, 
chair of the council. “If you’ve got a gripe or a 
beef, go up the street to the United Nations. Here, 
we are lighting the candle in darkness.”

Chalkbeat is a nonprofit news site covering 
educational change in public schools.

Schools Chancellor David Banks laid out a plan Monday to train educators and expand curriculum materials in response to the Isra-
el-Hamas war. He addressed staff, educators, and union officials at the Education Department’s Lower Manhattan headquarters. 

Alex Zimmerman / Chalkbeat

New York City schools Chancellor David Banks recently warned teachers about violating rules for political speech, a day before a 
planned walkout over the war in Gaza.  Fatih Aktas/Anadolu /Getty Images



the NRA’s longtime public 
relations firm, Ackerman Mc-
Queen, which paid North a $1 
million salary. While North has 
faced allegations of a conflict 
of interest from some within 
the NRA, he maintained that 
the arrangement was approved 
at the highest levels.

“Wayne LaPierre helped 
me draft that agreement,” 
North said. “Wayne LaPierre 
is the one who told me: ‘I’ll 
take care of it.’"

During the cross-exam-
ination, North emphatically 
denied trying to remove LaPi-
erre from power for his own 
personal gain.

"I never initiated a coup or a 
replacement or any of that gar-
bage,” he said. “I did try to tell 
Wayne that there is going to be 
a lot of bad stuff coming out.”

James is seeking financial 
penalties from LaPierre as 
well as Wilson Phillips, the 
NRA’s former finance chief, 
and John Frazer, the group’s 
general counsel. She is also 
seeking to bar LaPierre from 
holding any positions with the 
group in the future.

LaPierre has defended 
himself in the past, testifying 
in another proceeding that his 
yacht trips were a “security 
retreat” because he was facing 
threats after mass shootings. 
The other defendants, Frazer 
and Phillips, have also denied 
wrongdoing.

Another ex-NRA exec-
utive-turned whistleblower, 
Joshua Powell, settled with 
James’ office earlier this 
month. He has agreed to tes-
tify at the trial, pay the NRA 
$100,000 and forgo further 
nonprofit involvement.

North was a military aide 
to the National Security Coun-
cil during President Ronald 
Reagan's administration in the 
1980s. His role in arranging 
the secret sale of weapons to 
Iran and the diversion of the 
proceeds to the anti-commu-
nist Contra rebels in Nicara-
gua put him in the spotlight.

He was convicted in 1989 
of obstructing Congress during 
its investigation, destroying 
government documents and 
accepting an illegal gratuity. 
Those convictions were over-
turned in 1991. North was em-
braced by many on the right, 
and the retired Marine lieu-
tenant colonel went on to run 
for office, write several books 
and serve as a commentator on 
Fox News.

By Jake Offenhartz
Associated Press

 Oliver North testified 
Tuesday that he was forced out 
of the National Rifle Associa-
tion after raising allegations of 
financial irregularities within 
the powerful lobbying orga-
nization, likening the group's 
reaction to that of a “circular 
firing squad.”

North, 80, said he was 
pushed out as president of the 
NRA after seeking an indepen-
dent review of some unusual 
expenses, including an “astro-
nomical” sum that he said was 
spent on lawyers by the long-
time chief executive, Wayne 
LaPierre.

LaPierre remarked that the 
lawyers are “the only reason 
I’m not going to spend the rest 
of my life in an orange jump-
suit,” North told jurors in a 
Manhattan courtroom.

Best known for his central 
role in the Iran-Contra scandal 
of the 1980s, North served as 
president of the NRA for less 
than a year before resigning in 
2019 amid a bitter dispute with 
LaPierre, his one-time friend.

He was called to testify in 
the third week of the civil cor-
ruption trial focused on wheth-
er LaPierre treated himself to 
millions of dollars in private 
jet flights, yacht trips, African 
safaris and other extravagant 
perks at the expense of the gun 
rights group.

The case was brought by 
New York Attorney General 
Letitia James under her au-
thority to investigate nonprof-
its registered in the state. On 
the eve of the trial, LaPierre, 
74, announced he would re-
sign from his position by the 
end of the month.

LaPierre sat in the front 
row of the courtroom Tuesday, 
scribbling notes in a yellow 
legal pad as North described 
how he and his allies tried to 
understand how the organiza-
tion was churning through its 
budget so quickly.

“We wanted to bring a rep-
utable, outside independent 
audit,” he said. “We’re trying 
to make the NRA survive.”

The internal conflict 
spilled into the public view 
during the group’s April 2019 
annual convention after LaPi-
erre accused North of seeking 
to oust him by threatening to 
release “damaging” informa-
tion to the NRA’s board.

The stand-off followed 
a rift between LaPierre and 

Oliver North says NRA reacted 
to misconduct allegations like a 

'circular firing squad'
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Oliver North enters court in Lower Manhattan on Tues-
day, Jan. 23, 2024, in New York. North, the retired Marine 
who was pushed out as president of the National Rifle As-
sociation, testifies in a lawsuit over alleged financial mis-
deeds by leaders of the gun rights group. North says he 
was forced out after blowing the whistle on improprieties. 

AP Photo/Brittainy Newman

2nd department/ public legal notices

2nd department / new business Formations

NOTICE OF SALE  
 SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK - COUNTY OF QUEENS  
DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COMPANY 
AMERICAS, AS TRUSTEE FOR RESIDEN-
TIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-QA3,  V.  
HOLLY CIVITELLA, ET AL.  NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT TO A FI-
NAL JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
DATED AUGUST 21, 2023, AND EN-
TERED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF THE COUNTY OF QUEENS, WHERE-
IN DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COMPANY 
AMERICAS, AS TRUSTEE FOR RESIDEN-
TIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-QA3 IS 
THE PLAINTIFF AND HOLLY CIVITEL-
LA, ET AL. ARE THE DEFENDANT(S).  I, 
THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL 
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION RAIN OR 
SHINE ON THE COURTHOUSE STEPS 
OF THE QUEENS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 88-11 SUTPHIN BLVD., JAMAI-
CA, NY 11435, ON FEBRUARY 2, 2024 AT 
10:00AM, PREMISES KNOWN AS 11423 
SUTTER AVENUE, SOUTH OZONE 
PARK, NY 11420:  BLOCK 11707, LOT 
9:    ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK  PREMISES WILL BE SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED 
JUDGMENT INDEX # 707659/2019. 
KRISTEN JEAN DUBOWSKI, ESQ. - 
REFEREE. ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC 
900 MERCHANTS CONCOURSE, SUITE 
310, WESTBURY, NEW YORK 11590, AT-
TORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF. ALL FORE-
CLOSURE SALES WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED IN ACCORDANCE WITH COVID-19 
GUIDELINES INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, SOCIAL DISTANCING AND 
MASK WEARING. *LOCATION OF SALE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE DAY OF IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH COURT/CLERK DI-
RECTIVES.

#213743

 NOTICE OF SALE  
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK - COUNTY OF QUEENS  
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,  
V. DEVEVA WILSON, ET AL. NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT TO A FI-
NAL JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE
DATED JUNE 5, 2023, AND ENTERED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF
THE COUNTY OF QUEENS, WHEREIN
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
IS THE PLAINTIFF AND DEVEVA WIL-
SON, ET AL. ARE THE DEFENDANT(S).
I, THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION RAIN OR
SHINE ON THE COURTHOUSE STEPS
OF THE QUEENS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 88-11 SUTPHIN BLVD., JA-
MAICA, NY 11435, ON FEBRUARY 2,
2024 AT 12:15PM, PREMISES KNOWN
AS 12248 GRAYSON STREET, SPRING-
FIELD GARDENS, NY 11413:  BLOCK
12703, LOT 57:    ALL THAT CERTAIN
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE,
LYING AND BEING IN THE FOURTH
WARD, BOROUGH AND COUNTY OF
QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW
YORK   PREMISES WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED
JUDGMENT INDEX # 709102/2017.
JANET L. BROWN, ESQ. - REFEREE.
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID,
CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC 900 MER-
CHANTS CONCOURSE, SUITE 310,
WESTBURY, NEW YORK 11590, AT-
TORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF. ALL FORE-
CLOSURE SALES WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED IN ACCORDANCE WITH COVID-19
GUIDELINES INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, SOCIAL DISTANCING
AND MASK WEARING. *LOCATION OF 
SALE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DAY OF IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH COURT/CLERK
DIRECTIVES.

#213656

NOTICE OF SALE  
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK - COUNTY OF QUEENS  
TIAA, FSB,  V.  RYAN WILLIAMS, HEIR 
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 

OF SAM WALDRON, ET AL.  NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT TO A FI-
NAL JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
DATED OCTOBER 30, 2023, AND EN-
TERED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF THE COUNTY OF QUEENS, WHERE-
IN TIAA, FSB IS THE PLAINTIFF AND 
RYAN WILLIAMS, HEIR AND DIS-
TRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE OF SAM 
WALDRON, ET AL. ARE THE DEFEN-
DANT(S).  I, THE UNDERSIGNED REF-
EREE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
RAIN OR SHINE ON THE COURT-
HOUSE STEPS OF THE QUEENS COUN-
TY COURTHOUSE, 88-11 SUTPHIN 
BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11435, ON FEB-
RUARY 2, 2024 AT 12:00PM, PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 24-23 97TH STREET, 
EAST ELMHURST, NY 11369:  BLOCK 
1108, LOT 54:    ALL THAT CERTAIN 
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND 
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE 
LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH 
AND COUNTY OF QUEENS, CITY AND 
STATE OF NEW YORK   PREMISES 
WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVI-
SIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT INDEX # 
712847/2015. AUSTIN IDEHEN, ESQ. 
- REFEREE. ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ,
SCHNEID, CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC
900 MERCHANTS CONCOURSE, SUITE 
310, WESTBURY, NEW YORK 11590, AT-
TORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF. ALL FORE-
CLOSURE SALES WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED IN ACCORDANCE WITH COVID-19
GUIDELINES INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, SOCIAL DISTANCING
AND MASK WEARING. *LOCATION OF 
SALE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DAY OF IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH COURT/CLERK
DIRECTIVES.

#213655

NOTICE OF SALE  
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK - COUNTY OF QUEENS  
HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE HOLDERS 
OF THE MERRILL LYNCH MORTGAGE 
INVESTORS INC. MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, MANA SE-
RIES 2007-A1,  V.  ROHAN BHARAT, ET 

AL.  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSU-
ANT TO A FINAL JUDGMENT OF FORE-
CLOSURE DATED MARCH 30, 2022, 
AND ENTERED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE COUNTY OF QUEENS, 
WHEREIN HSBC BANK USA, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR THE HOLDERS OF THE MERRILL 
LYNCH MORTGAGE INVESTORS INC. 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIF-
ICATES, MANA SERIES 2007-A1 IS THE 
PLAINTIFF AND ROHAN BHARAT, ET 
AL. ARE THE DEFENDANT(S).  I, THE 
UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION RAIN OR SHINE 
ON THE COURTHOUSE STEPS OF THE 
QUEENS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
88-11 SUTPHIN BLVD., JAMAICA,
NY 11435, ON FEBRUARY 2, 2024 AT
10:00AM, PREMISES KNOWN AS 114-
63 114TH ST, SOUTH OZONE PARK,
NY 11420:  BLOCK 11706, LOT 15:
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BEING 
IN THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, CITY
OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF QUEENS,
AND STATE OF NEW YORK 
PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO 
PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT IN-
DEX # 702871/2012. JEROME D. PAT-
TERSON, ESQ. - REFEREE. ROBERTSON, 
ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC 900 MERCHANTS CON-
COURSE, SUITE 310, WESTBURY, NEW
YORK 11590, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-
TIFF. ALL FORECLOSURE SALES WILL
BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH COVID-19 GUIDELINES IN-
CLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, SO-
CIAL DISTANCING AND MASK WEAR-
ING. *LOCATION OF SALE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE DAY OF IN ACCORDANCE
WITH COURT/CLERK DIRECTIVES.

#213653

TPBAR HOME, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY, TPBAR HOME, 
LLC WITH AN OFFICE IN 
QUEENS COUNTY, FILED ARTICLES 
OF ORGANIZATION WITH THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE ON OCTOBER 27, 2023. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF SUCH PRO-
CESS TO: TBAR HOME, LLC, PO BOX 
604553, BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 11360. 
PURPOSE OF LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY IS TO ENGAGE IN ANY LAWFUL 
ACT OR ACTIVITY.

#213178

 RCZHANG LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RCZHANG 
LLC ARTS OF ORG. FILED WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
SSNY ON 12/13/2023. OFFICE LOCA-
TION: QUEENS. SSNY DESIGN. AGENT 
OF LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY 
BE SERVED AND SHALL MAIL COPY TO 
133-47 SANFORD AVENUE, 1F, FLUSH-
ING, NY, 11355. PURPOSE: ANY LAW-
FUL ACTIVITY.

#213284

CASSENA DIETARY 
SERVICES LLC

CASSENA DIETARY SERVICES LLC 
FILED ARTS. OF ORG. WITH THE SECT’Y 
OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 12/1/2023. 
OFFICE: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED AND SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: THE LLC, 225 CROSS-
WAYS PARK DR, WOODBURY, NY 
11797. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT.

#213412

RIVER & SQUARE LLC
RIVER & SQUARE LLC ARTS. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH SSNY ON 1/5/2024. OFF. 
LOC.: QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIG. AS 
AGT. UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO: THE LLC, 13310 39TH AVE BSMT, 
FLUSHING, NY, 11354. GENERAL PUR-
POSES.

#213853

HM HOOPS LLC
HM HOOPS LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH THE SSNY ON 01/04/24.  OF-
FICE: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY 
BE SERVED.  SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY 
OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, 77-20 82ND 
STREET, GLENDALE, NY  11385.  PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#213996

HURRICANE STEVE, PLLC
HURRICANE STEVE, PLLC, ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) 9/29/2023. CTY: QUEENS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED 
& SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO STEVE 
NEUMANN, 912 CORNAGA AVE, FAR 
ROCKAWAY, NY 11691. PURPOSE: LAW

#214011

QUADRILLION 65 GAMES LLC
QUADRILLION 65 GAMES LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE 
OF NY (SSNY) 1/5/2024. CTY: QUEENS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 7725 79TH 
PL, GLENDALE, NY 11385. GENERAL 
PURPOSE

#214013

164 JEWEL LLC
164 JEWEL LLC ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SSNY ON 1/18/2024. OFF. 
LOC.: QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIG. AS 
AGT. UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY 
BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PRO-
CESS TO: THE LLC, 164-10 JEWEL AVE, 
FRESH MEADOWS, NY 11365. GENER-
AL PURPOSES.

#214215

11105
JAB CONSULTING NYC LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
JAB CONSULTING NYC LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 11/13/2023. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 

IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS THE LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY  2180 38TH ST APT A3, ASTORIA, 
NY, 11105. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#214014

11355
L & H ESTATES LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
L & H ESTATES LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
12/13/2023. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS THE CORPORATION 5931 
157TH ST, FLUSHING, NY, 11355. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#213278

11367
DYNAMIC HAND PT PLLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PROFES-
SIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY (PLLC). NAME: DYNAMIC HAND PT 
PLLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF 
NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 12/12/2023. NY 
OFFICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE PLLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
PLLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 
PLLC  71-15 PARK DRIVE EAST , 1ST 
FL FLUSHING, NY, 11367. PURPOSE/
CHARACTER OF PLLC: FOR THE PRAC-
TICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY.

#213844

HAZY DREAMERS LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

HAZY DREAMERS LLC. ARTICLES OF 

ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-

TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 

ON 9/30/2023. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 

QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 

DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 

UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 

MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 

MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/

HER IS THE LIMITED LIABILITY COM-

PANY  15001 77TH RD, FLUSHING, NY, 

11367. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 

ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#213906

11375
CHRISTINA CASPER 

NUTRITION LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-

ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 

CHRISTINA CASPER NUTRITION LLC. 

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 

WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 

YORK (SSNY) ON 11/18/2023. NY OF-

FICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-

TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-

ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 

WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 

SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 

COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 

LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY  6960 

108TH ST APT 15, FOREST HILLS, NY, 

11375. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 

ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#213101
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2nd department / new business Formations

We Can Expand Your Reach to New Customers EXPONENTIALLY
Using Images and Social Media Along With 

Our Popular Websites and Blogs
CONTACT JDH@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

agleurbanmedia
Information & Promotion in the Public Interest.

FOR HELP IN 
PREPARATION AND 

FILING OF 

ALL YOUR LEGAL 
NOTICE NEEDS,

E-Mail:
LEGALS@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

FOR HELP IN
PREPARATION AND

FILING OF 

ALL YOUR LEGAL
NOTICE NEEDS,

E-MAIL
LEGALS@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

FOR HELP IN 
PREPARATION AND 

FILING OF 

ALL YOUR LEGAL 
NOTICE NEEDS,

E-Mail:
LEGALS@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

We Can Expand Your Reach to New Customers EXPONENTIALLY
Using Images and Social Media Along With 

Our Popular Websites and Blogs
CONTACT JDH@EAGLEURBANMEDIA.COM

agleurbanmedia
Information & Promotion in the Public Interest.

Effective ad campaigns for
Less than you spend on coffee.

Contact us about seasonal promotions online and in print.

Ask for a consultation:

BROOKLYN:          
jdh@eagleurbanmedia.com 

QUEENS:     
jdh@queenspublicmedia.com

LET US TELL YOUR STORY
We can even reach backseat multi-taskers

FOR HELP IN 
PREPARATION AND 

FILING OF 

ALL YOUR LEGAL 
NOTICE NEEDS,

E-Mail:
LEGALS@BROOKLYNEAGLE.COM

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW BUSINESS IN NUMEROUS ON-LINE VENUES, 
E-Mail: legals@brooklyneagle.com

FOR HELP IN 
PREPARATION AND 

FILING OF 

ALL YOUR LEGAL 
NOTICE NEEDS,

E-Mail:

LEGALS@
BROOKLYNEAGLE

.COM

MYTH
NNoo oonnee rreeaaddss
NNeewwssppaappeerrss

AAnnyymmoorree!!

REALITY:
More than 104 million adults

read a print newspaper every day. 
That is higher than the number of people 

who watch the super bowl (94 million).

Reach your target audience through

Your local community newspaper.

Email Jen Hopewell::
jdh@EagleUrbanMedia

11415
SHIPNYC LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
SHIPNYC LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
10/23/2023. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS GEORGE BRISITA  31 COVERT 
AVENUE, FLORAL PARK, NY 11001. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#213821

11418
STYLE LOUNGE LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
STYLE LOUNGE LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 1/2/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS WAI YIN CHENG 8429 101ST 
STREET, RICHMOND HILL, NY, 11418. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#213828

11428
RIGHT WAY HOME 
REMODELING, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
RIGHT WAY HOME REMODELING, 
LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF 
NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 10/25/2023. 
NY OFFICE LOCATION: QUEENS 
COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS SEER-
AJ GANESH 91-27 215TH STREET, 
QUEENS VILLAGE, NY, 11428. PUR-
POSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAW-
FUL PURPOSE.

#214017

EMAIL
LEGALS@QUEENS
PUBLICMEDIA.COM

President Joe Biden speaks 
during an event on the cam-
pus of George Mason Uni-
versity in Manassas, Va., 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, 
to campaign for abortion 
rights, a top issue for Demo-
crats in the upcoming presi-
dential election. 

AP Photo/Susan Walsh

Republican presidential can-
didate former President 
Donald Trump greets sup-
porters at a campaign stop 
in Londonderry, N.H., Tues-
day, Jan. 23, 2024. 
AP Photo/Matt Rourke



Pedestrian’s Death in Dyker Heights Addresses
‘Daylighting,’ Victims Reach Out for Support

By Wayne Daren Schneiderman
Brooklyn Eagle

DYKER HEIGHTS – After the death 
of yet another pedestrian – this time at the 
hands of a pickup truck driver on Tuesday 
– it begs the question as to what recourse
can be taken looking forward to prevent fu-
ture fatalities.

Xiaohong Chen, 52, a beloved mother 
and wife in the Dyker Heights communi-
ty, left her family’s home at approximate-

ly 8 p. m. on January 16 to pick up gro-
ceries. She was struck by a Dodge Ram 
pickup that which was making a left turn 
onto Bay Ridge Avenue from 13th Avenue. 
Chen was crossing Bay Ridge Avenue – 
just a few blocks from her home.

EMS transported Chen to Maimonides 
Medical Center in critical condition, but 
she could not be saved. The 72-year-old 
pickup truck driver remained on scene and 
was not arrested.

Chen is the fourth pedestrian to be 
killed in a crash in New York City so far in 
2024, according to data compiled by NYC 
Crash Mapper, which tracks traffic injuries 
and fatalities.

Pedestrian deaths often occur because 
the driver or the pedestrian simply cannot 
see what is coming around the corner.

In November, Mayor Eric Adams 
pledged to “daylight” 1,000 intersections 
every year, soon after a 7-year-old boy was 
killed by a turning NYPD tow truck driver 
at a non-daylit intersection.

The concept of “daylighting” is to make 

certain that there is no parking near an in-
tersection, so that pedestrians and drivers 
can see each other better as they approach 
said intersection.

State Sen. Iwen Chu agreed that day-
lighting could certainly be a way to prevent 
future tragedies, but pointed out that it is no 
silver bullet.

“There is no one solution that fits every 
corner of the city,” Chu told the Brooklyn 
Eagle. “Brooklyn is a very unique place, 
and we are – and will continue to be – 
working with community boards as well as 
the Department of Transportation concern-
ing this – working on different street de-
signs, revisiting planning initiatives, safe-
ty and talking about prevention. We want 
to make sure everyone can feel safe going 
down their block.”

Chen’s family, which included her vis-
ibly grieving and distraught 63-year-old 
husband, Wei Zhao, and more than a dozen 
community members, held a press confer-
ence at Chu’s office on Friday, calling for 
support in the form of donations.

Chen, who worked as a seamstress, 
was the sole provider for the family.

Zhao described his late wife as “a great 
mother and companion, and a very hard 
worker,” and has recently launched a Go-
FundMe page (gofundme.com/f/please-
help-family-of-xiaohong-chen) setting a 
goal of $50,000 to cover Chen’s funeral 
expenses, the family’s living costs, and the 
education costs for Zhao’s 14-year-old son 
— who has not eaten or slept in days, ac-
cording to Zhao.

“This family came to the United States 
30 years ago to live the American dream,” 
Chu explained. “This is a tragedy that nev-
er should have happened; it’s heartbreak-
ing. There has got to be something we can 
do to address pedestrian safety. We just 
cannot have another life lost.” 

State Sen. Iwen Chu. 
Eagle photo by Wayne Daren Schneiderman

Wei Zhao (center) grieves alongside State Sen. Iwen Chu, family members and members of the community, mourning the loss of Dyker 
Heights resident Xiaohong Chen.  Eagle photo by Wayne Daren Schneiderman

Xiaohong Chen was struck and killed by a 
vehicle at the intersection of 13th and Bay 
Ridge avenues on January 16.  

Photo courtesy of Wei Zhao

State Sen. Iwen Chu (right) attempts to console the victim’s husband, Wei Zhao. 
Eagle photo by Wayne Daren Schneiderman
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Adams to grant $100 million in tax breaks 
for two office building upgrades

By Paul Moses
THE CITY

The administration of Mayor Eric Adams is 
poised to grant $100 million in tax breaks Tuesday 
to upgrade two financially ailing office buildings, 
the first projects to surface under its new Manhat-
tan Commercial Revitalization subsidy for real es-
tate developers.

Spiffing up the offices at 850 Third Ave., 
near 51st Street, and 175 Water St. near the South 
Street Seaport would generate more than 2,113 
jobs within three years and retain 365 more, ac-
cording to resolutions that the board of the New 
York City Industrial Development Agency, a city 
authority, is set to vote on Tuesday morning.

City officials have not pointed to leases or 
other evidence that these mostly empty buildings 
would attract tenants while there is a record glut 
of space in the Manhattan office market. Nor does 
the tax-break program allow the city to recoup 
any of the 20-year property tax breaks if the de-
velopers fail to attract tenants to the office build-
ings, both of which have poor track records in re-
cent years.

A spokesperson for the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, which administers the in-
dustrial agency’s tax-incentive programs, said that 
the tax breaks are not tied to the number of jobs 
created but are based on such factors as wheth-
er the construction is completed on time and that 
the promised investment was made. The job count 
is based on a projection from a research team at 
EDC, the official said.

The two projects are the first of what city of-
ficials say will be many more to bring back of-
fice workers to older Manhattan buildings be-
low 59th Street. Many companies are leasing less 
space as employees push to work more often from 
home. City officials are hoping that creating more 
“amenity-filled” — cooler, really — office space 
will lure them back to the office.

“Think the intersection of art and culture and 
food,” Andrew Kimball, president of the EDC, 
said in a telephone interview Monday. Newer 
buildings located amid ample cultural and din-
ing options, such as those at Hudson Yards, have 
much higher rates of office occupancy, he added.

The M-CORE program, as it’s called, was 
created because “Cities are re-imagining what it 
means to have a downtown urban core,” Kimball 
said. It’s targeted at “underperforming” buildings 
that he said would likely remain vacant without a 
makeover.

‘Way Past Its Prime’
There’s no disputing that the first two candi-

dates are underperforming.
One of the buildings, 850 Third Ave., has 

been derided as the “Blah Glass Tower,” a wed-
ding-cake style, 21-story glass-and-aluminum 
structure that was chic and sleek when opened in 
1960 but is now “way past its prime,” according 
to New York Magazine. It lost Discovery, Inc. as 
a major tenant: The company left the “Mad Men” 
era behind for trendier digs in the Flatiron District 

at 230 Park Ave. South, built in 1895 and upgrad-
ed for the Gilded Age of technology.

Real estate developer Jacob Chetrit sold the 
building last year to his lender, HPS Investment 
Partners, for $265.9 million, four years after pur-
chasing it for $422 million, city records show. The 
building is 33% rented, according to HPS’s appli-
cation for a city subsidy. It said that as leases ex-
pire over the next four years, occupancy is expect-
ed to fall to 14%.

City officials determined that the subsidy 
would cost city taxpayers $58.4 million over 20 
years, mostly to reduce property taxes. HPS, an in-
vestment company that manages more than $100 
billion in assets, would finance a $62.8 million 
renovation of the building. In its application, the 
company says that with the tax breaks, the renova-
tion will be “more extensive.”

Kimball maintained that the investment 
would not have been made without the tax incen-
tive and, he said, the long-term return for the city 
would far exceed the cost of the tax breaks.

A spokesman for HPS declined to comment.
The 31-story tower at 175 Water St., built in 

1983, had been the global headquarters of insur-
ance giant American International Group, which 
moved to Rockefeller Center. It’s 95% vacant, ac-
cording to the application from a subsidiary of 
Brooklyn-based 99c LLC.

The developer would get a $41.3 million 

break in taxes over 20 years, and invest $150 mil-
lion with the strategy of marketing the building as 
a “creative hub” for businesses employing fash-
ion, arts and cultural professionals, generating 
1,027 jobs within three years, according to city re-
cords.

The building’s previous owner had hoped to 
convert the real estate to housing, which is bad-
ly needed, instead of office space, which is over-
abundant, The New York Times reported in July 
that the contemplated conversion would have cre-

ated 800 to 900 new apartments.
But it would have required an adjustment 

in state law, which in lower Manhattan permits 
such conversions only for buildings erected be-
fore 1977 — six years too early for 175 Water St. 
According to the Times, this “simple, no-cost re-
form” died with Gov. Kathy Hochul’s housing 
agenda in the State Legislature last year.

Asked whether it would be better to wait on 
the outcome, Kimball said that “the reality is, we 
don’t control that.”

A spokesperson for the developer did not re-
spond to emails seeking comment.

Kimball said his agency no longer impos-
es job targets for developers to meet. “There hav-
en’t been for many, many years,” he said. “Those 
kinds of job requirements are just not smart when 
you think of the change in requirements in the 
marketplace.”

The new Manhattan Commercial Revitaliza-
tion program (M-CORE) somewhat resembles the 
Commercial Revitalization Program (CRP) that 
the State Legislature created in 1995 during the 
administration of former mayor Rudolph Giuliani. 
Both aimed to increase office occupancy rates in 
lower Manhattan.

A 2018 study by the city’s Independent Bud-
get Office found that the earlier program “did not 
decrease vacancy rates and had little, if any, effect 
on employment.” City officials say that this pro-
gram differs, however.

One difference is that M-CORE wasn’t cre-
ated by specific state legislation, but through the 
general powers state law grants to public authori-
ties. In practice, it means that the Industrial Devel-
opment Agency creates tax breaks without legisla-
tive approval, and outside the city budget process, 
which includes public hearings before being ap-
proved by the City Council.

The average value of the tax break for the two 
buildings would be $5 million a year. An EDC 
spokesperson said the tax breaks weren’t calcu-
lated on an annual basis, but over a 20-year term.

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news 
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that 
serves the people of New York.

The owner of 850 Third Ave. in Manhattan sold the building to his lender at a loss last 
year.  Credit: Alex Krales/THE CITY

175 Water St. in the Financial District is too new to convert to apartments under state 
law. It’s 95% vacant.  Credit: Ben Fractenberg/THE CITY
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Mayor and Council make case for and against pair of criminal justice bills
Continued from page 1
interaction and whether or not the encounter led 
to use of force or enforcement actions. 

While the mayor has said the bill will cause 
officers to be bogged down by paperwork, the 
Council and Public Advocate Jumaane Wil-
liams, who introduced the bill, have claimed the 
mayor is being dishonest about the amount of 
effort it will take for officers to make records 
of their stops, which the Council says can be 
recorded on smartphones. 

Speaker Adams said on Tuesday that Adams 
and NYPD brass, which have also opposed the 
bill, have purposefully misled the public about 
the capabilities of the city’s police officers. 

“For those who insist on continuing the cam-
paign of misinformation under the guise of piles 
and stacks and mountains of paperwork – the 
NYPD is the most technologically savvy police 
department on the planet,” the speaker said. “If 
you go outside on any given day, you will see 
a robotic dog walking around crime fighting in 
the interest of all of us in the City of New York.”

“To do their jobs [under the How Many 
Stops Act], it can be but a click on a smart-
phone,” she added. 

However, the Adams administration claims 
that the Level One stops the NYPD will be re-
quired to document will number in the millions 
each year, taking away time from investigations 
– Level One stops are the lowest level of stops 
made by the NYPD and may not be made be-
cause the person being stopped is suspected of 
criminal wrongdoing.  

Speaking to reporters during his adminis-
tration’s weekly “off-topic” press conference, 
Adams claimed that the bill will “restrain police 
officers.”

According to the mayor, the administration 
and the NYPD has been requesting the Council 
remove the need to document Level One stops 
from the bill. 

However, Williams, who claims that the 
mayor and NYPD refused to negotiate the bill 
in good faith before it was passed, said that re-
moving Level One stops from the How Many 
Stops Act would defeat the legislation’s pur-
pose. 

“That's the bill,” Williams said. 
The How Many Stops Act was introduced 

by Williams as a way to better document NYPD 
officers’ interactions with members of the pub-
lic, he said. The bill comes about a decade after 
a federal judge ruled that the city’s use of stop 
and frisk was unconstitutional. The practice dis-
proportionately targeted Black and brown New 
Yorkers and violated the public’s 4th Amend-
ment rights. 

However, lawmakers say Black and brown 
New Yorkers are still targeted by police mak-
ing low-level stops, some of which can escalate 
and turn fatal for those being stopped, despite 
having not been accused of committing a crime 
prior to the stop. 

Williams said that the bill, when implement-
ed, will allow the city to better assess whether 
or not the NYPD’s stop practices show any po-
tential racial bias. 

“All of us share one goal, and that is to en-
sure that our neighborhoods are safer, and that 
we all have equitable access to public safety,” 
Speaker Adams said on Tuesday. “Our legisla-
tion will help us achieve that goal by expanding 
transparency and equipping the city with the 
necessary data to make smarter decisions about 
how to make our neighborhoods safer.”

In addition to the How Many Stops Act, the 
Council and mayor have also publicly argued 
the legislature’s ban on solitary confinement. 

The bill to ban solitary confinement would 

prevent incarcerated individuals from be-
ing held in an isolated cell for more than two 
hours per day within a 24-hour period and for 
more than eight hours at night directly after 
an alleged offense occurred – the confinement 
would be referred to as a “de-escalation” peri-
od. Should corrections officials determine that 
further confinement is required to de-escalate a 
situation, an incarcerated person could be held 
for up to four hours total in a 24-hour period. 

The bill would also require that staff meet 
with the incarcerated person at least once an 
hour to attempt to de-escalate the situation. 

The mayor opened his press conference on 
Tuesday with a video produced by his office, 
showing detainees on a Department of Cor-
rection bus handcuffed to one another and to 
the bus itself. The mayor claimed that, if im-
plemented, DOC officers would no longer be 
allowed to restrain detainees on a bus, leaving 
officers and other detainees at risk of potential 
violence under the bill. 

“We need lawmakers to see the impacts of 
the laws that they're passing,” the mayor said. 

At the heart of Adams’ discontent with the 
legislation is its mention of solitary confine-
ment at all. The mayor, Department of Correc-
tion Commissioner Lynelle Maginley-Liddie 
and corrections officers claim that the city no 
longer uses solitary confinement, despite count-
less lawsuits, testimony from former detainees 
and accounts from oversight bodies claiming 
otherwise. 

“You cannot put things in a bill and call it 
something different,” the mayor said. “Just like 
you cannot put 20 inmates on a bus without 
tools to keep them and correction staff safe.”

Though the speaker and public advocate did 
not comment on the solitary confinement bill on 
Tuesday, he said on Friday that Adams’ reasons 
for rejecting the bill were contradictory. 

"The administration needs to get its stories 
straight before it decides to deceive New York-
ers about our bills, otherwise they’ll continue to 
contradict themselves and deliberately confuse 
the issues,” Williams said. “Which is it – that 
solitary confinement doesn't exist, or that they 
don’t want to ban it?”
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Justice Lourdes Ventura honored by Dominican president
By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

Queens Supreme Court Justice Lourdes Ven-
tura, the daughter of immigrants from the Domin-
ican Republic, was honored by that nation’s pres-
ident with a special award to mark International 
Women’s Day.

Dominican President Danilo Medina Sánchez 
presented Ventura with the Medal of Merit of the 
Dominican Women during an official ceremony 
at the National Palace in Santo Domingo, the na-
tion’s capital.

The president of the Dominican Republic is-
sues the award to notable Dominican women, or 
the children of Dominican nationals, each Inter-
national Women’s Day. The award ceremony took 
place March 6.

The Medal of Merit is the highest award 
granted by the president to recognize Dominican 
women for their achievements, as well as obsta-
cles they have overcome. The award specifically 
recognizes women who serve as role models for 
future generations of Dominicans.

Recipients include women recognized for 
their contributions in the social, political, econom-
ic, humanist, scientific, cultural, professional and 
community spheres.
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Brooklyn federal court 
restricts access amid 
coronavirus outbreak

By Rob Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

The U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict, located in Downtown Brooklyn and Central 
Islip, announced Tuesday that it will restrict ac-
cess to the court due to concerns about the area’s 
ongoing coronavirus outbreak, and asked high 
risk people not to come to the court.

Chief Judge Roslynn Mauskopf said that after 
being advised by the Centers for Disease Control, 
the court will take precautions against the corona-
virus. Anyone who has travelled to China, South 
Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last 14 days 
is temporarily banned from the court, effective im-
mediately.

Anyone who has come into contact with an 
infected person within the last 14 days; has been 
asked to self-quarantine by a doctor, hospital or 
health agency; or has been diagnosed with the vi-
rus, is also banned from court.

Anyone scheduled to appear in court who 
meets the criteria should contact their attor-
ney, judge’s chambers, probation officers, 
jury department or clerk of court to make al-
ternative plans. Further guidance will appear 
online.

The court called the restrictions temporary, 
but there is no word on how long they will remain 
in place.

Chief Judge Mauskopf also ordered all detain-
ees in Brooklyn’s Metropolitan Detention Center 
and other local federal jails to be screened and to 
have their body temperature checked prior to a 
court appearance. Any detainees whose tempera-
ture exceeds 100.4 degrees will not be allowed to 
appear in court.

Conditions at the jail have led to worries about 
the coronavirus spreading in the complex, where 
hand sanitizer is banned and there are reports that 
inmates don’t have soap.

Brooklyn’s federal court is still open for now, but the chief judge has ordered anyone 
who has travelled to China, South Korea, Japan, Italy or Iran within the last two weeks, 
or anyone who might have been exposed, to reschedule their appearances. 

Eagle photo by Rob Abruzzese

Justice Lourdes Ventura earned the Medal of Mer-
it.

Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez presents Justice Lourdes 
Ventura with the Medal of Merit at the National Palace in Santo Domingo.

Justice Lourdes Ventura (right) and Domin-
ican Republic Ministry of Women Minister 
Janet Camilo.

Dominican Republic Vice President Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina Sánchez, Justice 
Lourdes Ventura, Dominican Republic First Lady Cándida Montilla de Medina, Dominican Republic Ministry of Women Minister Janet 
Camilo. Photos courtesy of Ventura

By Robert Abruzzese
Queens Daily Eagle

A Brooklyn man was cuffed at John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport in Queens on Friday 
after allegedly attempting to smuggle nearly 20 
kilograms of cocaine into the country inside 
packages of frozen shrimp. 

Zacharie Scott, who was returning to his 
home in New York from Guyana, was busted 
with approximately 18.45 kilograms of cocaine, 
which he had hidden inside a number of indi-
vidual packages of the frozen seafood. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, Homeland Security Investigations, led the 
arrest following a routine screening process by 
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

According to the complaint, Scott, upon ar-
riving from Guyana, was selected for secondary 
screening where customs officers discovered 
multiple packages of frozen jumbo shrimp in 
his luggage. 

The packages allegedly contained brick-
shaped objects, which upon further inspection 
were found to contain a white powdery sub-
stance. Field testing identified this substance as 
cocaine, with a total weight of approximately 
18.45 kilograms.

Special Agent Austin Barley of the Home-
land Security Investigations stated that the ar-
rest was part of ongoing efforts to intercept drug 
trafficking through airports. 

Scott, after being read his Miranda rights, 
reportedly admitted to the authorities that he 
was aware of the illegality of his actions and 

Brooklyn man busted with over 18 kilos of cocaine smuggled in shrimp

expected to receive a payment between $5,000 
and $6,000 for smuggling the drugs.

Scott, a resident of Guyana who holds U.S. 

citizenship, was apprehended last Friday, and 
presented in court before U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Joseph A. Marutollo on Saturday morning. 

Scott’s bail hearing was held on Tuesday. 
Should he be found guilty, Scott faces a maxi-
mum sentence of up to 20 years' imprisonment.

Mayor Eric Adams a�empted on Tuesday to defend his veto of a pair of criminal jus�ce 
reform bills passed by the City Council.                   Photo by Ed Reed/Mayoral Photography Office

Zacharie Sco� was arrested on Friday for allegedly a�emp�ng to smuggle cocaine into the country inside frozen shrimp packages that 
were inside his luggage. Sco� returned to court on Tuesday for a bail hearing a�er being arraigned at the Eastern District of New York 
Courthouse in Downtown Brooklyn on Saturday.                       Photo courtesy of EDNY




