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«««
PARENTS IN DISTRICT 30 ARE 

FUMING OVER SCHOOL BUS ISSUES
Numerous problems with school bus drivers have

parents and school children looking for answers in
Long Island City. The incidents were so bad for the
residents of District 30 and PS 384Q, they held an
emergency meeting with the Department of
Education, according to ABC7. In addition to
skipping stops, leaving kids at school and dropping
off kids at the wrong stops, parents tell stories of a 5-
year-old giving his bus driver directions, multiple
drivers heading the wrong direction on one-way
streets and one driver refusing to help kids buckle
seat belts. “This is a crisis for any parent whose child
is affected, and the city of New York and the mayor
and the DOE need to be handling this as if it’s a
crisis,” said City Councilmember Jimmy Van
Bramer. Parents said that at their emergency meeting
Thursday night, it was established that any school
with persistent issues would get a new bus service.
The current service, Grandpa’s Bus Company,
released a statement apologizing for the incidents and
assuring that there is a zero-tolerance policy for
lawbreaking and leaving children in danger. They
also set up telephone hotlines for any parents
experiencing issues: 718-475-7585, 718-475-7586,
and 718-475-7587.

«««
QUEENS TURNS RURAL THIS WEEKEND 

FOR THE COUNTY FAIR
The annual Queens County Fair is coming to

Floral Park Sept. 22-23, and they’re bringing a jam-
packed schedule of family-friendly rural activities to
the city. Hayrides, pie-eating, corn husking contests,
carnival rides, blue ribbon competitions and much
more will be available. “[The fair is] great for all ages
we will have lots of performers, acrobats, — stilt
walkers,” Queens County Farm Museum Director of
Communication and Sales Sarah Meyer told the
Queens Chronicle. The event, which takes place
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day, will also have a
baby-elephant-sized puppet named “Peanuts the
Elephant,” a petting zoo, pony rides, carnival games
and live music. The Shannon Breeze Irish Band, who
has been performing at the County Fair for over 10
years, will provide sing-a-longs, dance music and
rock music. The Savannah Sky Country Band and
the Something Special Big Band will also have sets
on the fair’s main stage. For adults, there is a beer
garden available, as well as live medieval combat
demonstrations. The cost of general admission to the
fair is $10 for adults, $5 for kids ages 4-11, and free
for toddlers 3 and below. 

«««
SEX-TRAFFICKER “CADILLAC SLIM” 

PLEADS GUILTY TO MULTIPLE CHARGES
Grevy Gerard Pierre-Louis, 46 — also known as

“Cadillac Slim” or “Caddy” could be facing life
behind bars after pleading guilty in a Manhattan
federal court last Wednesday, according to the
Queens Chronicle. The Queens native was charged
with conspiracy to commit sex trafficking, as well as
conspiracy to transport minors interstate for the
purpose of prostitution. “The defendant spent most
of his adult life profiting from his victimization of
girls and women through extreme physical and
psychological abuse,” said U.S. Attorney for the
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They were hired to practice the law — not

break it. 
Now two recently disbarred lawyers from a

former Long Island law firm are facing multiple
grand larceny charges and a scheme to defraud
charge for allegedly pilfering more than $7 million
from the settlements of dozens of clients, Queens
District Attorney Richard A. Brown announced on
Thursday. Brown was appointed to the case as a
special prosecutor by the Office of Nassau County
District Attorney Madeline Singas in order to
avoid any conflict of interest.

The defendants — 60-year-olds Mitchell
Lenchner and Corey Kaye, both of Long Island —
were served with criminal complaints stemming
from allegations that they defrauded 29 clients be-
tween January 2010 and May 2018 at the since-
shuttered law firm of Kaye & Lenchner. If
convicted, they face a minimum of one year to a
maximum of 25 years in prison.

Continued on page 2

By Clarissa Sosin
Queens Daily Eagle

Inside the Queens County Courthouse in Long
Island City a janitor cleaned the second floor bathroom,
a lone security guard watched the front door while his
colleagues took their lunch breaks and a judge sat
chatting with visitors on the empty benches of his
courtroom. 

The dark hallways, normally bustling with people,
sat mostly empty during a lull Wednesday, leaving signs
of the building’s rich history out in the open for visitors
to admire 

The pillared façade of the English Renaissance-
style building sits overlooking Court Square Park in
Long Island City near the intersection of Jackson and
Thomson Avenues. According to a plaque outside the
front door, the construction finished in 1876 but
resumed again in the early 1900s after a fire destroyed
much of the structure. 

Just past security at the entrance of the building is
a large multi-story square-shaped stairwell with tiled
floors, dark-colored wood and metal banisters that funnel
visitors up to the courtrooms and the clerk’s office.

Without the staircase the building might no longer be
standing, according to a history buff who works in the court. 

In October 1970, someone planted a bomb on the
third floor outside of the main courtroom. The phone
booth that the bomb exploded in was destroyed but the
building maintained its structural integrity because the
large staircase absorbed a significant part of the blast,
helping to diffuse the power of the bomb. 
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From left, Administrative Judge of the Supreme Court, Civil Division, Jeremy Weinstein; NYS Supreme Court
Justice Gregory Lasak; Presiding Justice, NY Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Randall Eng; Queens County
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FAR ROCKAWAY MAN STABBED TO  

DEATH IN LAST REPORTED MURDER OF 2018
 A 21-year-old man was stabbed to death 
outside a Far Rockaway McDonald’s on New 
Year’s Eve. It was the last reported murder in 
2018. Devonte Brandon, of Falcon Avenue, 
was found with multiple stab wounds to the 
chest around 9:30 p.m. on Monday, police said. 
Brandon, 21, was taken to St. John’s Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead. Read more 
about the murder on page 2.

EAGLE POLL REVEALS HOW  
READERS PRONOUNCE LIRR

 Is it “El Eye, Double Are,” “El Eye Are 
Are” or “Lerrrrrr?” That’s what the Queens 
Daily Eagle sought to find out last week when 
we asked our readers on Twitter how they 
pronounced the abbreviation for the Long 
Island Rail Road (LIRR). After more than 100 
votes, the results are in: 43 percent of voters 
say El Eye Are Are, while 39 percent reported 
saying “El Eye, Double Are.” In last place, 
with just 18 percent of the vote, was “Lerrrrrr.” 
Follow the Eagle on Twitter at @QueensEagle 
for more polls and Queens community news.

FIREFIGHTER CUFFED 
FOR FATAL HIT-AND-RUN

 A veteran firefighter was arrested on 
Sunday for leaving the scene of an accident that 
caused the death of man in Westchester County, 
police said. Eric A. Werner was arraigned in 
Buchanan Village Court for mowing down 
Joseph Orichello in a 2014 Jeep Cherokee on 
Dec. 29 on Albany Post Road. Orichello, 63, 
was found on the side of the road and died of 
his injuries, police said. Read more about the 
hit-and-run on page 20.

QUEENS TOILET THIEF  
BUSTED FOR ‘FLUSHING’ CRIME SPREE

 A toilet thief’s alleged schemes went 
down the drain when he was indicted in 
Queens Criminal Court on Monday. Richard 
Mirabile, of Congers, New York, was charged 
with third-degree burglary and other crimes 
for eight incidents where he allegedly rushed 
into fast-food restaurants and made a beeline 
for the bathroom to take care of business 
— the business of stealing toilet-flushing 
fixtures. Read more about the bathroom bandit  
on page 20.

FIVE ECO-FRIENDLY DRY CLEANERS  
AND LAUNDROMATS IN QUEENS

 You don’t have to put your eco-
consciousness on hold while doing laundry 

Continued on page 2



By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

 Despite a record-low number of traffic 
deaths in 2018, New York City streets remain 
a dangerous place for pedestrians and cyclists 
— a bleak reality highlighted by the reported 
deaths of two pedestrians and a cyclist on New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
 Though vehicle occupant and cyclist deaths 
reached record lows in 2018, pedestrian deaths 
did not decrease at the same rate, which safety 
advocates attribute to infrastructure flaws and 
persistent problems with the city’s driving 
culture.

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

 An ex-employee of a Long Island substance 
abuse rehab facility is suing his former employer 
for disability discrimination — a year after the 
facility settled an age discrimination suit with 
another ex-employee.
 Nicholas Elgar, a Certified Alcohol 
and Substance Abuse Counselor-trainee 
(CASAC-T), filed a lawsuit against Seafield 
Center Inc. in Brooklyn Federal Court in 
January 2018 accusing Seafield of violating the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
 Elgar. who is diagnosed with Attention 
Deficit Disorder, was allegedly demoted, denied 
overtime pay and confronted with “unequal 
terms and conditions” of employment, according 
to court documents. He was ultimately fired. 
 Elgar named Seafield Outpatient Executive 
Director Lynn Doris as a defendant in the suit.
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Safety advocates continue to call on the city to establish parking protected 
bike lanes to separate cyclists from cars and to prevent cyclist deaths.  
                                                          Photo by Cybele Grandjean

Eastern District for New York Judge Joseph Bianco presides over a lawsuit 
alleging that Long Island rehab facility Seafield violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.             Eagle file photo by Rob Abruzzese






