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«««
PARENTS IN DISTRICT 30 ARE 

FUMING OVER SCHOOL BUS ISSUES
Numerous problems with school bus drivers have

parents and school children looking for answers in
Long Island City. The incidents were so bad for the
residents of District 30 and PS 384Q, they held an
emergency meeting with the Department of
Education, according to ABC7. In addition to
skipping stops, leaving kids at school and dropping
off kids at the wrong stops, parents tell stories of a 5-
year-old giving his bus driver directions, multiple
drivers heading the wrong direction on one-way
streets and one driver refusing to help kids buckle
seat belts. “This is a crisis for any parent whose child
is affected, and the city of New York and the mayor
and the DOE need to be handling this as if it’s a
crisis,” said City Councilmember Jimmy Van
Bramer. Parents said that at their emergency meeting
Thursday night, it was established that any school
with persistent issues would get a new bus service.
The current service, Grandpa’s Bus Company,
released a statement apologizing for the incidents and
assuring that there is a zero-tolerance policy for
lawbreaking and leaving children in danger. They
also set up telephone hotlines for any parents
experiencing issues: 718-475-7585, 718-475-7586,
and 718-475-7587.

«««
QUEENS TURNS RURAL THIS WEEKEND 

FOR THE COUNTY FAIR
The annual Queens County Fair is coming to

Floral Park Sept. 22-23, and they’re bringing a jam-
packed schedule of family-friendly rural activities to
the city. Hayrides, pie-eating, corn husking contests,
carnival rides, blue ribbon competitions and much
more will be available. “[The fair is] great for all ages
we will have lots of performers, acrobats, — stilt
walkers,” Queens County Farm Museum Director of
Communication and Sales Sarah Meyer told the
Queens Chronicle. The event, which takes place
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day, will also have a
baby-elephant-sized puppet named “Peanuts the
Elephant,” a petting zoo, pony rides, carnival games
and live music. The Shannon Breeze Irish Band, who
has been performing at the County Fair for over 10
years, will provide sing-a-longs, dance music and
rock music. The Savannah Sky Country Band and
the Something Special Big Band will also have sets
on the fair’s main stage. For adults, there is a beer
garden available, as well as live medieval combat
demonstrations. The cost of general admission to the
fair is $10 for adults, $5 for kids ages 4-11, and free
for toddlers 3 and below. 

«««
SEX-TRAFFICKER “CADILLAC SLIM” 

PLEADS GUILTY TO MULTIPLE CHARGES
Grevy Gerard Pierre-Louis, 46 — also known as

“Cadillac Slim” or “Caddy” could be facing life
behind bars after pleading guilty in a Manhattan
federal court last Wednesday, according to the
Queens Chronicle. The Queens native was charged
with conspiracy to commit sex trafficking, as well as
conspiracy to transport minors interstate for the
purpose of prostitution. “The defendant spent most
of his adult life profiting from his victimization of
girls and women through extreme physical and
psychological abuse,” said U.S. Attorney for the
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They were hired to practice the law — not

break it. 
Now two recently disbarred lawyers from a

former Long Island law firm are facing multiple
grand larceny charges and a scheme to defraud
charge for allegedly pilfering more than $7 million
from the settlements of dozens of clients, Queens
District Attorney Richard A. Brown announced on
Thursday. Brown was appointed to the case as a
special prosecutor by the Office of Nassau County
District Attorney Madeline Singas in order to
avoid any conflict of interest.

The defendants — 60-year-olds Mitchell
Lenchner and Corey Kaye, both of Long Island —
were served with criminal complaints stemming
from allegations that they defrauded 29 clients be-
tween January 2010 and May 2018 at the since-
shuttered law firm of Kaye & Lenchner. If
convicted, they face a minimum of one year to a
maximum of 25 years in prison.

Continued on page 2

By Clarissa Sosin
Queens Daily Eagle

Inside the Queens County Courthouse in Long
Island City a janitor cleaned the second floor bathroom,
a lone security guard watched the front door while his
colleagues took their lunch breaks and a judge sat
chatting with visitors on the empty benches of his
courtroom. 

The dark hallways, normally bustling with people,
sat mostly empty during a lull Wednesday, leaving signs
of the building’s rich history out in the open for visitors
to admire 

The pillared façade of the English Renaissance-
style building sits overlooking Court Square Park in
Long Island City near the intersection of Jackson and
Thomson Avenues. According to a plaque outside the
front door, the construction finished in 1876 but
resumed again in the early 1900s after a fire destroyed
much of the structure. 

Just past security at the entrance of the building is
a large multi-story square-shaped stairwell with tiled
floors, dark-colored wood and metal banisters that funnel
visitors up to the courtrooms and the clerk’s office.

Without the staircase the building might no longer be
standing, according to a history buff who works in the court. 

In October 1970, someone planted a bomb on the
third floor outside of the main courtroom. The phone
booth that the bomb exploded in was destroyed but the
building maintained its structural integrity because the
large staircase absorbed a significant part of the blast,
helping to diffuse the power of the bomb. 
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From left, Administrative Judge of the Supreme Court, Civil Division, Jeremy Weinstein; NYS Supreme Court
Justice Gregory Lasak; Presiding Justice, NY Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Randall Eng; Queens County
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SOME QUEENS REPUBLICANS  
DEMAND SLIWA/ULRICH DEBATE  

IN PUBLIC ADVOCATE RACE
 Leaders of the Queens Village Republican 
Club, The Rockaway Republican Club, The 
Whitestone Republican Club and the Frank 
Kenna Republican Club have called on 
candidates seeking the Republican nomination 
for the vacant public advocate seat debate 
in a public forum by early January. The four 
organizations said they may favor Curtis Sliwa 
over Councilmember Eric Ulrich in the race.

FACTION OF QUEENS COUNTY  
DEMOCRATS BLAST AMAZON DEAL

 At least 43 members of the Democratic 
County Committee of Queens County co-
signed a letter to Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio criticizing the Amazon 
deal as “anti-democratic.” 

NYCHA NAMED CITY’S WORST LANDLORD
 Outgoing Public Advocate Letitia James 
named NYCHA as New York City’s Worst 
Landlord in her annual list of slumlords. James, 
the state attorney general-elect, also ranked 99 
private landlords. The list featured a handful of 
Queens landlords, mostly concentrated around 
Ridgewood.

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A  
LOT LIKE WINTER RECESS 

 The New York City Parks Department is 
hosting a series of activities for the thousands 
of New York City school kids on winter break. 
The series includes a stop at Forest Park 
Visitor Center in Forest Park on Friday, Dec. 
28 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Parks staff will 
run a Nature Crafts Workshop where children 
will “get crafty and use natural materials 
found in the park to create [their] very own 
masterpieces,” according to Parks.

QUEENS TRIBUNE  
FIRES ENTIRE NEWSROOM

 The Queens Tribune has laid off the majority 
of its staff as it searches for new funding.

LOCAL LIC LEADERS DEMONSTRATE 
 FOR NEW FIREHOUSE

 Lawmakers representing Long Island City 
and its surrounding neighborhoods joined 
firefighter unions to demand that the city 

Continued on page 2

By Andy Katz
Queens Daily Eagle

 More than two dozen Queens County judges 
gathered at Queens Borough Hall Tuesday 
afternoon to support their new colleague, Judge 

Lourdes Ventura, during her judicial induction 
ceremony.
 After receiving her gavel and robe and 
reciting the oath of office on a Bible that once 
belonged to her great-grandfather, Ventura 

thanked the individuals who helped her on 
her path, including her friends, family and 
colleagues.
 “What a day,” Ventura said. “I learned from 



By Jonathan Sperling  
and David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

 Queens holiday shoppers who have grown 
a little tired of hearing about Amazon may 
want to check out a few of the borough’s small 
businesses to pick up some last-minute gifts.
 But where to begin in a county of nearly 2.4 
million people where small businesses employ 
more than 50 percent of residents, according to 
the U.S. Small Business Administration?
 To help Queens residents looking for 
unique presents for their family members, 
friends and colleagues — or just looking to 
treat themselves — the Eagle has put together 
a handy holiday gift guide featuring local shops 
from around the borough.

Continued on page 7



Tis The Season for Last-Minute Holiday Gifts

Queens Judges Show Up to  
Support Their New Colleague
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Queens Community Coalition
Condemns Proposed Soccer Stadium

More than two dozen Queens County judges attended the induction of Judge Lourdes Ventura (front row, fifth from right).
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Tyler Mujko relies on family recipes to run his business Neve Organic, an artisanal 
soap shop based in Ridgewood.    Photo courtesy of Tyler Mujko
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