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«««
PARENTS IN DISTRICT 30 ARE 

FUMING OVER SCHOOL BUS ISSUES
Numerous problems with school bus drivers have

parents and school children looking for answers in
Long Island City. The incidents were so bad for the
residents of District 30 and PS 384Q, they held an
emergency meeting with the Department of
Education, according to ABC7. In addition to
skipping stops, leaving kids at school and dropping
off kids at the wrong stops, parents tell stories of a 5-
year-old giving his bus driver directions, multiple
drivers heading the wrong direction on one-way
streets and one driver refusing to help kids buckle
seat belts. “This is a crisis for any parent whose child
is affected, and the city of New York and the mayor
and the DOE need to be handling this as if it’s a
crisis,” said City Councilmember Jimmy Van
Bramer. Parents said that at their emergency meeting
Thursday night, it was established that any school
with persistent issues would get a new bus service.
The current service, Grandpa’s Bus Company,
released a statement apologizing for the incidents and
assuring that there is a zero-tolerance policy for
lawbreaking and leaving children in danger. They
also set up telephone hotlines for any parents
experiencing issues: 718-475-7585, 718-475-7586,
and 718-475-7587.

«««
QUEENS TURNS RURAL THIS WEEKEND 

FOR THE COUNTY FAIR
The annual Queens County Fair is coming to

Floral Park Sept. 22-23, and they’re bringing a jam-
packed schedule of family-friendly rural activities to
the city. Hayrides, pie-eating, corn husking contests,
carnival rides, blue ribbon competitions and much
more will be available. “[The fair is] great for all ages
we will have lots of performers, acrobats, — stilt
walkers,” Queens County Farm Museum Director of
Communication and Sales Sarah Meyer told the
Queens Chronicle. The event, which takes place
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day, will also have a
baby-elephant-sized puppet named “Peanuts the
Elephant,” a petting zoo, pony rides, carnival games
and live music. The Shannon Breeze Irish Band, who
has been performing at the County Fair for over 10
years, will provide sing-a-longs, dance music and
rock music. The Savannah Sky Country Band and
the Something Special Big Band will also have sets
on the fair’s main stage. For adults, there is a beer
garden available, as well as live medieval combat
demonstrations. The cost of general admission to the
fair is $10 for adults, $5 for kids ages 4-11, and free
for toddlers 3 and below. 

«««
SEX-TRAFFICKER “CADILLAC SLIM” 

PLEADS GUILTY TO MULTIPLE CHARGES
Grevy Gerard Pierre-Louis, 46 — also known as

“Cadillac Slim” or “Caddy” could be facing life
behind bars after pleading guilty in a Manhattan
federal court last Wednesday, according to the
Queens Chronicle. The Queens native was charged
with conspiracy to commit sex trafficking, as well as
conspiracy to transport minors interstate for the
purpose of prostitution. “The defendant spent most
of his adult life profiting from his victimization of
girls and women through extreme physical and
psychological abuse,” said U.S. Attorney for the
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They were hired to practice the law — not

break it. 
Now two recently disbarred lawyers from a

former Long Island law firm are facing multiple
grand larceny charges and a scheme to defraud
charge for allegedly pilfering more than $7 million
from the settlements of dozens of clients, Queens
District Attorney Richard A. Brown announced on
Thursday. Brown was appointed to the case as a
special prosecutor by the Office of Nassau County
District Attorney Madeline Singas in order to
avoid any conflict of interest.

The defendants — 60-year-olds Mitchell
Lenchner and Corey Kaye, both of Long Island —
were served with criminal complaints stemming
from allegations that they defrauded 29 clients be-
tween January 2010 and May 2018 at the since-
shuttered law firm of Kaye & Lenchner. If
convicted, they face a minimum of one year to a
maximum of 25 years in prison.

Continued on page 2

By Clarissa Sosin
Queens Daily Eagle

Inside the Queens County Courthouse in Long
Island City a janitor cleaned the second floor bathroom,
a lone security guard watched the front door while his
colleagues took their lunch breaks and a judge sat
chatting with visitors on the empty benches of his
courtroom. 

The dark hallways, normally bustling with people,
sat mostly empty during a lull Wednesday, leaving signs
of the building’s rich history out in the open for visitors
to admire 

The pillared façade of the English Renaissance-
style building sits overlooking Court Square Park in
Long Island City near the intersection of Jackson and
Thomson Avenues. According to a plaque outside the
front door, the construction finished in 1876 but
resumed again in the early 1900s after a fire destroyed
much of the structure. 

Just past security at the entrance of the building is
a large multi-story square-shaped stairwell with tiled
floors, dark-colored wood and metal banisters that funnel
visitors up to the courtrooms and the clerk’s office.

Without the staircase the building might no longer be
standing, according to a history buff who works in the court. 

In October 1970, someone planted a bomb on the
third floor outside of the main courtroom. The phone
booth that the bomb exploded in was destroyed but the
building maintained its structural integrity because the
large staircase absorbed a significant part of the blast,
helping to diffuse the power of the bomb. 

LI Lawyers Charged 
With Defrauding
Clients for Millions
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On Queens Boulevard

From left, Administrative Judge of the Supreme Court, Civil Division, Jeremy Weinstein; NYS Supreme Court
Justice Gregory Lasak; Presiding Justice, NY Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Randall Eng; Queens County
Surrogate Court Judge Peter Kelly. See more coverage on pages 15 and 16. Eagle photo by Andy Katz
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By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

 Flushing Town Hall will kick off the first two 
months of its 40th Anniversary by celebrating 
the Year of the Pig. The arts venue will host 
a series of Chinese Lunar New Year events 
throughout January and February. 
 On Saturday, the venue partnered with 
Grumpy Bert gallery curator Bert Chau for 
the Red Envelope Show, a exhibition of 
artwork painted or illustrated on red envelopes. 
The choice of medium commemorates the 
Lunar New Year tradition of distributing red 
envelopes, often filled with money.
 The show’s stunning images — created 
by local artists — will decorate the walls of 
Flushing Town Hall until the annual Chinese 
New Year Temple Bazaar on Feb. 17. All 
artwork is on sale at the venue and many 
envelopes include special gifts, Flushing Town 
Hall said in a statement.

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

 He’s just 7-9 in the octagon as a professional 
mixed martial artist, but he hopes to have better 
luck against his latest opponent: Queens County 
prosecutors.
 Opening statements begin today in the bank 
robbery trial of MMA fighter Sergio DaSilva,
who is charged with first-degree robbery while 
displaying a firearm and third-degree robbery, 
for allegedly sticking up a Citibank in Astoria 
on Aug. 31, 2017. Prosecutors say DaSilva stole 
$44,964 and fled on Steinway Street.
 After the robbery, a bank teller told police 
that a man jumped over the teller window to 
where she was seated, told her he had a gun and 
threatened to shoot her if she did not give him 
money, according to the criminal complaint.
 Surveillance camera footage allegedly 
showed DaSilva wearing a dark hooded 
sweatshirt with his face partially covered when 
he demanded the bank teller to hand over the 
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Trial begins today for MMA fighter Sergio DaSilva who is charged with robbing a 
bank in Astoria in August 2017.                       Facebook photo

A girl admires artwork at the Red Envelope Show.    Photo courtesy of Flushing Town Hall

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 
COMMUNIT Y BOARD SEATS

Borough President Melinda Katz announced 
Monday that she is accepting applications 
from “qualified and civic-minded 
individuals” interested in serving on one 
of Queens 14 Community Boards. “Our 
borough is stronger when residents from 
across Queens who care deeply about their 
neighborhood make their voices heard by 
joining their local community board,” Katz 
said. “Serving on a community board can 
be demanding in both time and energy, 
but our government is more effective and 
accountable when it can draw upon the 
knowledge and expertise of active, engaged 
community members.” Two-year terms 
begin April 1.

SENATE DEMOCRATS PUSH 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT

The State Senate’s new Democratic majority 
has made passing the Reproductive Health 
Act an early priority. Freshman State Sen. 
Jessica Ramos from Queens has signed on as 
one of the bill’s sponsors. “As a cosponsor 
of the Reproductive Health Act, it will be 
an honor to cast my vote to pass the bill,” 
Ramos said. “I am happy to hear that the 
Governor will be taking action and joining 
us on the right side of New York history. 
Solidifying women’s reproductive rights 
as an amendment in the New York State 
constitution is a great long-term goal and 
I am focused on passing the Reproductive 
health act immediately so New York’s 
women get the protection they need.”

TWO APPEAR IN COURT FOR 
ATTACKS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT 

A Maspeth man and a Jackson Heights 
woman both appeared in Queens Criminal 
Court Monday on charges of attacking law 
enforcement officers at the defendants' 
homes. See the full story on page 9.

STRAPHANGER WANTED FOR 
SLUGGING MTA WORKER WITH BAG

An MTA employee who was attempting to 
break up a fight between two passengers 
was seriously injured when an assailant's 
handbag slapped him in the face, police said. 
Police are looking for the passenger who 
allegedly struck a 48-year-old motorman in 
the face with her handbag during a verbal 
dispute. Police said she had three small 
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ARMORED-TRUCK DRIVER 
ACCUSED OF STEALING  
$1.6 MILLION FROM JOB

 Former Armored truck driver Riguerson 
Avril is expected in APN for a scheduled 
conference. 
 Avril, 37, of 85th Street was charged on 
July 24 for first- and second-degree grand 
larceny charges, along with additional counts 
of criminal possession of stolen property, after 
he allegedly swiped about $1.6 million in cash 
from the truck he was driving.
 Avril was allegedly caught on camera 
taking the money bag in the vicinity of Vernon 
Boulevard and Fifth Street in Long Island City.
 He was arrested the next day when he 
showed up to work and allegedly admitted 
to taking the bag, shoving it under the truck 
toward the vehicle’s cab and covering it with a 
raincoat.
 “The defendant allegedly took advantage of 
his access to enrich himself.  He stashed a bag of 
bills under a truck and then left with the money. 

He returned to work the following day as if 
nothing was amiss,” Queens District Attorney 
Richard A. Brown said in a statement. “If the 
allegations are proven true, the defendant will 
face a long term of incarceration as a result of 
his greed.”

JUDGE MELENDEZ PRESIDES

TRIAL BEGINS FOR SWORD-
WIELDING WOMAN WHO 

ALLEGEDLY SLASHED 
BOYFRIEND

 Karla Barba is charged with first-degree 
assault for allegedly striking her boyfriend with 
a sword. Barba appears in K15 for trial.
 In 2017, Barba was arrested for allegedly 
hitting her boyfriend in the head with a samurai 
sword, unsheathed the weapon and slashed 
him with it during an argument. The victim’s 
sister told The New York Post that Barba was 
yelling at her boyfriend and got the sword when 
the boyfriend asked her to stop. The man’s son 
witnessed the alleged incident.
 Barba is the ex-girlfriend of former State 
Sen. Hiram Monseratte who was charged with 
slashing Barba in the face with a glass in 2009 
and expelled from the senate.

JUSTICE MODICA PRESIDES

ALLEGED SHOOTER AIMED 
AT GIRLFRIEND, 

STRUCK BYSTANDER
 Snooze Brown is charged with second-
degree attempted murder for allegedly firing a 
bullet at his girlfriend and striking a 28-year-
old woman in January in Long Island City. He 
appears in TAP A for a conference.
 Brown allegedly argued with his girlfriend 
before pulling out a gun and shooting at her. 
The bullet missed, but struck the victim after 
she exited the 21st Street - Queensbridge F 
subway stop.

JUSTICE KRON PRESIDES

ALLEGED WALK-BY SHOOTER 
HEADS BACK TO COURT

 Jamaica resident Pharoah Ferguson is 
charged with second-degree murder for 
allegedly shooting into a parked car, killing 
one person and injuring another in Ozone Park. 
Ferguson appears in TAP C for a conference.
 Ferguson allegedly approached a parked car 
with four passengers and killed the front-seat 
passenger near the Van Wyck Expressway in 
January. The driver was also shot in the neck 
and two other passengers were injured in the 
shooting 
 “This was yet another senseless shooting in 
our community. A man is dead and his friends 
are still healing from their wounds,” Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown said in a 
statement. “The defendant in this case will be 
held accountable for this needless slaying and 
now faces spending the rest of his days locked 
away from a civilized society.”

JUSTICE HOLDER PRESIDES

RAPPER’S ALLEGED KILLER 
RETURNS TO QUEENS COURT

 Quincy Homere is charged with second-
degree murder for allegedly shooting and killing 
Lionel Pickens, a rapper also knonw Chinx, an 
up-and-coming rapper from Far Rockaway. 
Homere appears in TAP C for a conference.
 In May 2015, Pickens was sitting inside his 
luxury car at a red light on Queens Boulevard in 
Briarwood when another car pulled up next to 
him and a passenger fired bullets into Picken’s 
vehicle, shooting and killing the rapper. 
 The alleged beef between Homere and 
Pickens dates back to 2009 when the two men 
fought inside Rikers Island where they were 
detained.
 Prosecutors say Homere and a friend learned 
that Chinx was performing at a bar in Brooklyn 
the night of the murder and followed him to a 
hookah bar after the show. 
 They allegedly followed him as he drove 
along Queens Boulevard, where prosecutors 
say Homere shot and killed Pickens. Homere 
and his alleged accomplice were arrested for the 

murder while incarcerated on an unrelated bank 
robbery charge. 

JUSTICE HOLDER PRESIDES

ELMHURST MOM CHARGED 
WITH KILLING TODDLER 

 Shangbo Xiangshengjie is charged with 
second-degree murder for allegedly strangling 
her 15-month-old daughter to death. She 
appears in TAP D for a conference. 
 In 2017, Xiangshengjie, an Elmhurst 
resident, was charged with murder after she 
admitted to killing her daughter with a charging 
cord and a religious item hanging on the wall of 
their apartment, The New York Post reported. 
 “This is truly a very sad case in which a 
fifteen-month-old baby lost her life allegedly at 
the hands of her own mother — the woman who 
was supposed to nurture and care for her,” said 
Queens DA Richard Brown. “If the allegations 
prove true, the defendant will have to live the 
rest of her life knowing that her actions and 
hers alone were responsible for the death of her 
child.”

JUSTICE ALOISE PRESIDES

FAR ROCKAWAY MAN 
ALLEGEDLY STABBED 

GIRLFRIEND WHO USED
WHEELCHAIR

 Jonnie Jones is charged with second-degree 
murder for allegedly stabbing a woman to 
death in 2017. Jones appears in TAP D for a 
conference.
 Prosecutors say Jones, 42, argued with his 
ex-girlfriend — who was using a wheelchair 
while she recovered from foot surgery — and 
the woman’s son before he stabbed the woman 
to death at their home on Beach 32nd Street. 
 According to the Daily News, Jones became 
extremely angry with the woman and her son 
and accused the son, 21, of jumping him in 
the lobby earlier that day. Before the alleged 
murder, cops had visited the apartment five 
previous times to respond to domestic violence 
complaints. 

JUSTICE ALOISE PRESIDES
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‘Thankful’ MMA Pro Fights for Freedom In Robbery Case
loot. He was identified by fingerprints left 
on the partition glass that matched the prints 
he gave after a 2008 arrest, according to the 
criminal complaint.
 A spokeswoman for the Queens District 
Attorney’s office said DaSilva pled guilty to a 
violation in the 2008 case. That case was sealed 
and the DA’s office could not share information 
about the arrest, though the information is 
available in the County Clerk’s office, the 
spokeswoman said. 
 DaSilva, pleaded not guilty at his supreme 
court arraignment in January 2018 and was 
released on his own recognizance. 
 He has been active on social media leading 
up to the trial, frequently posting his opinions 
about National Football League playoff games, 
wishing his attorney David Fish a happy 

birthday and musing about his upcoming trial.
 “Crazy to think this but tomorrow I start 
trial,” DaSilva tweeted Monday. DaSilva, 
who goes by the nickname “The Savage,” has 
2050 followers and tweets under the handle @
thesavage125. 
 Judge Leslie Leach will preside at the jury 
trial. Jury selection wrapped up last week and 
on Monday morning, DaSilva also tweeted his 
optimism that the jury will be impartial. 
 “I’m just thankful for a fair jury,” read a 
graphic that he posted on Twitter. DaSilva 
attributed the quote to rapper Beanie Sigel. 
 Since his arrest in September 2017, DaSilva 
has used social media to wage his bout in the 
court of public opinion.
 “I got all the text, calls, emails, messages 
etc. thank you to my phenomenal lawyer I’m 
home and my attorney is working hard to clear 

this up,” he said on Facebook in September 
2017. “As much as I would love to speak 
more about the allegations my legal team has 
rightfully advised me against discussing any 
details until the case is over.”
 On Jan. 3, he posted a video demonstrating 
that his swagger extends beyond the ring.
 “My attorney and I are very confident with 
how the trial is going to go,” he said.
 DaSilva, who fought in the Bellator MMA 
promotion, is represented Fish, who describes 
himself as a “Mixed Martial Arts agent/
manager; employment lawyer; trial attorney; 
law school professor and sports law faculty 
advisor” in his Twitter bio.
 Fish did not respond to request for comment 
as of press time. 
 If convicted, DaSilva faces five to 25 years 
in prison.

Continued from page 1

Birdwatcher and nature-lover 
Coco Chang, a Queens resident, 
checks entries in a bird log where 
people can record their recent 
bird sightings along the West 
Pond trail at Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge on Jan. 3. The wildlife 
refuge and its trails were open 
Thursday, but the Visitor's Center 
and restrooms were closed 
due to the partial government 
shutdown. Chang said she was 
happy to see the trails open as 
the entire refuge has been closed 
during previous government 
shutdowns.     AP Photo/Kathy Willens

•••

children with her at the time of the attack. 
See page 9 for more details. 

SCHUMER WARNS THAT 
NYC RESIDENTS WILL SOON 

FEEL PAIN OF FEDERAL SHUTDOWN
The economy of New York is under threat, 
and everyday New York City residents will 
soon begin to feel the pain from the partial 
government shutdown, U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer said on Sunday. After meeting with 
President Donald Trump last week, Schumer 
said the president told him the shutdown, 
which Schumer calls “needless,” could last 
months or even years. “Sometimes, when 
we talk about the Big Picture — what’s 
happening at the national level with cabinet 
departments and federal agencies and 
furloughs and funding levels — you might 
not realize that this Trump shutdown is 
affecting all sorts of everyday folks here in 
New York,” he said.

SJU STUDENTS SHARE STORIES OF SEX ABUSE
Students at St. John's University are taking 
to social media to share stories about 
surviving sexual assault on campus. Read 
more on page 12.
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By David Klepper
The Associated Press

 Legalized marijuana, sports betting and 
new traffic tolls in Manhattan are just some 
of the measures Democrats believe they can 
push through the New York Legislature in a 
2019 session that begins this week with their 
party in control of both chambers and the 
governor’s office for the first time in a de-
cade.
 Lawmakers swept into office in a backlash 
against President Donald Trump’s plan to 
fight back against his policies on immigra-
tion, the environment and health care, while 
also seeking to catch up to neighbors such as 
Massachusetts, which has already legalized 
marijuana, and New Jersey, which has ap-
proved sports betting.
 Other items on their wish list include ex-
panding state health care programs, codify-
ing protections for abortion rights, reforming 
antiquated voting laws and eliminating cash 
bail for criminal defendants.
 “People will finally get the government 
they have been voting for so many years,” 
predicted Senate Democratic leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins of Yonkers, the first woman 
to lead a legislative body in New York.
 First up when lawmakers convene tomor-
row may be the Child Victims Act, a long-de-
bated bill that would extend the statute of 
limitations for child molestation and create 
a one-year window for victims to sue over 
old abuse claims now barred by the statute 
of limitations. The measure has repeatedly 
passed the state Assembly only to be blocked 
by the Senate’s Republican leaders under 
pressure from the Roman Catholic Church.
 “It’s been obstructed for such a long time, 
but I believe it will be done within the first 
30 days of the session,” said Gary Greenberg, 
a leading supporter of the Child Victims Act 
who created a political action committee to 
support candidates who backed the bill.

 But having a solidly Democratic majority 
doesn’t mean there is consensus on every-
thing.
 While there’s broad support for legalizing 
marijuana, for example, lawmakers don’t yet 
have agreement on several thorny details, 
such as how many retail establishments to 
permit or how high the taxes on the product 
will be.
 Cuomo wants to include marijuana le-
galization in the state budget, due by April 
1, a remarkably short time frame for such a 
complicated issue. Regardless of what form 
legalization may take, many lawmakers want 
a phased-in approach similar to the one ad-
opted in Massachusetts, where personal pos-
session and cultivation of marijuana were le-
galized long before the first retail shops were 
allowed to open.
 Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and many 
members of his chamber want lawmakers to 
also consider expunging the criminal records 
of thousands of people who were arrested for 
using the drug — a proposal that could com-
plicate legalization even further. Officials 
say they also want to examine the experienc-
es of Massachusetts, California, Colorado 
and other states that have already legalized 
the drug.
 “I don’t support people smoking cannabis, 
but here’s a fact: they do, and they do in big 
numbers,” said Buffalo Democrat Crystal 
Peoples-Stokes, the Assembly’s incoming 
majority leader and a key proponent of legal-
ization.
 Approving new congestion tolls for New 
York City will be just as politically chal-
lenging. Supporters, including environmen-
tal groups, transit advocates and even local 
chambers of commerce, argue that new sur-
charges on vehicles entering the busiest parts 
of Manhattan are the best way to discourage 
driving while raising billions to repair and 
modernize the city’s subways. Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo supports the idea. But the details — 
how high will the toll be, will local commut-
ers and small businesses get a discount? — 
could undermine the push.
 Riders and transportation advocates say 
Albany must find some way to fund subway 

repairs or else the nation’s largest city will 
have to live with a system that has fallen far 
behind its peers in other global cities.
 “New York City’s subways are falling 
apart. Service disruptions and frequent de-
lays have become all too common, contribut-
ing to what has become a daily nightmare for 
many of New York City’s riders,” said Jaqi 
Cohen, of the Stranghangers Campaign, a co-
alition of subway riders.
 National politics and the Trump administra-
tion will continue to play an outsized role in Al-
bany. Cuomo, fresh off a convincing re-election 
win in November, has offered up New York and 
his progressive agenda for 2019 as a beacon 
for the rest of the nation to follow. His soaring 
rhetoric and decision to deliver his third inau-
gural address on Ellis Island have done little to 
squelch speculation about whether he will run 
for president in 2020.
 “It is New York’s duty, it is New York’s 
destiny, once again, to bring the light that 
leads the way through the darkness,” the 
61-year-old Cuomo said during his inaugural
address. “To show the nation the way for-
ward and upward.  And we will.”

The six-month session is likely to test 
Cuomo’s certitude and the sincerity of law-
makers who now have the chance to enact 
policies they’ve spent years talking about. 
Last year’s elections sent a wave of new, lib-
eral lawmakers from New York City to Al-
bany, where they may butt heads with Cap-
itol insiders and more moderate lawmakers 
from the suburbs and upstate. Cuomo may 
find himself in the middle, forced to balance 
the ambitions of liberals with the realities of 
governing a state with 20 million people and 
a $168 billion budget.

And don’t forget the Republicans, who 
promise to do what they can to force the 
governing party to the bargaining table. That 
includes GOP senators still smarting from 
November’s defeat.

“Even though Senate Republicans now 
make up the minority of this chamber,” said 
Sen. John Flanagan, the Republican minori-
ty leader, “Our voice on issues important to 
hardworking middle-class families will be 
more critical than ever.”

New York Lawmakers
Return to Take Up

Pot, Tolls, Sports Bets

In this Jan. 1 photo,
New York Gov. Andrew

Cuomo delivers his
third inaugural address

on Ellis Island in
New York harbor. 

AP Photo/Richard Drew, File

In this Nov. 26 file photo, Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins laughs with Sen. Michael Gianaris, her new deputy (left) after being named as state 
Senate majority leader during a news conference at the Capitol in Albany. New York lawmakers return to the Capitol tomorrow where for 
the first time in a decade, Democrats will control both the Assembly, Senate and Governor’s Office. Will Waldron/The Albany Times Union via AP, File



GG uest Editorial Opinions

Daily Eagle of Brooklyn and Queens welcomes opinions,
both pro and con, on all subjects affecting our daily lives.  
We also welcome responses to the published articles and

opinions, which should be sent to opinions@brooklyneagle.com 
(Brooklyn) and opinions@queenspublicmedia.com (Queens).

Where’s the Beef for 
Gov. Cuomo’s L Line 

Partial Shutdown
By Larry Penner

Special to the Brooklyn Daily Eagle
 Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s announcement that the work on 
the Canarsie Line tunnel scheduled to start in April will be 
changed lacks critical details.  
 How much longer will it take for NYC Transit and private 
contractors to complete work with only overnight and week-
end closures than the previously announced 15-month 24/7 
project duration?  MTA and NYCDOT have already spent 
millions in planning, environmental review, design and en-
gineering, assuming a 15-month 24/7 shut down. They nor-
mally would perform value engineering, a method to look at 
alternative methods for performing work, which would result 
in cost savings. This work was performed by experienced 
engineers and engineering consulting firms. They have first-
hand knowledge of how the nation’s largest subway system 
works.  
 Cuomo’s outside experts came from the Columbia and 
Cornell University world of academia.  If their new design 
idea was used abroad, both the MTA and NYC Transit Pres-
ident Andy Byford (who previously ran transit systems in 
London and Toronto) would have discovered it under value 
engineering.    
 The most cost-effective time to do construction work is 
when contractors have 24/7 access. The contractor is on site 
full time, mobilized with a staging area for workers, supplies 
and debris removal. There is little need for NYC Transit to 
provide expensive Force Account (track employees) Flag-
ging protection for construction workers. Third Rail power 
is turned off with no active subway service. Forcing con-
tractors to mobilize workers prior to tunnel access evenings 
and weekends increases project costs. So does having to stop 
work prior to resuming of subway service.   
 Cuomo’s proposed new strategy could add millions to the 
project costs. Having only one tube open overnight weekdays 
and on weekends provides operational problems.  Bidirec-
tional service on one track is risky. Headways between trains 
could be up to 20 minutes. Rather than wait, many riders 
will switch to Lyft, Uber, taxi or other car services.  Any 
train with mechanical difficulties in the tunnel could result in 
chaos. Significant numbers of riders use the L Line evenings, 
overnight and on weekends.  
 Work for installation of new elevators and entrances along 
with other station, track, lighting and power work outside of 
the tunnels in Manhattan will also require significant addi-
tional NYC Transit employee support. It will cost millions 
more to provide protection for private construction employ-
ees.
 Several hundred million was previously provided under a 
Federal Transit Administration Super Storm Sandy Recovery 
and Resiliency grant in 2016.  Washington doesn’t pay for the 
same work twice. 
 Will the MTA have to pay back Uncle Sam for any pre-
vious design and engineering work which may be rendered 
useless given the “new design”?  Will the MTA now have 
to update FTA’s previously approved project Environmental 
Impact Statement?  It is clear that the scope of work, project 
schedule, completion date and budget will be different from 
the original grant approval commitments.  Has the MTA for-
mally informed FTA of these changes?  
 The MTA is legally required as part the master grant agree-
ment with FTA to provide monthly financial and milestone 
progress reports. This includes any changes to scope of work 
and contract change orders over $100,000. This is accom-
plished under the FTA Transit Award Management Sys-
tem known as TRAMS. MTA and NYCDOT provide these 
reports on many other active capital improvement projects 
and programs worth over $12 billion.  Has the MTA met with 
FTA and its own independent engineering oversight con-
sulting firm to provide a presentation on the new “design” 
changes?  Have they explained in detail the impact on scope 
of work, budget, project implementation milestone sched-
ule and useful life of investments?  What has the FTA’s re-
sponse been?
 MTA HQ and NYC Transit looked like a deer caught in 
headlights by Cuomo’s announcement.  Was it designed to 

ingratiate himself with voters rather than serve the long-term 
interests of riders?  When will the MTA HQ, Board mem-
bers, NYC Transit, NYCDOT managers and engineers for-
mally review and comment on this “new design” and budget 
impacts? 
 The same is true for both the MTA and FTA independent 
oversight engineering consulting firms who were hired to 
provide detailed oversight.  Both prepare monthly reports for 
their respective employers.  What will the impact be on the 
final project budget?  
 The winning contractors Judlau and TC Electric $477 mil-
lion bid was based on the original scope of work and design 
proposed by the MTA.  This included 24/7 site access to both 
tunnels with no active subway. This contract will now have 
to be renegotiated. They now have the basis to request addi-
tional reimbursement in the millions. These added costs will 
be far more than any credits given the contractor for deletion 
of work as a result of the new design.  
 Contractors claims for additional financial reimbursement 

can be based upon delay claims due to limited site access and 
change orders for significant design and work scope changes 
to the original contract.  Who will cover costs for materials 
previously ordered by the contractor in preparation for initia-
tion of work in April that may now not be needed?  How will 
the MTA find additional funding to supplement previously 
approved federal funding? 
 Cuomo attempts to portray himself as the second coming 
of the late President Franklin Roosevelt and master builder 
Robert Moses.  He is not an engineer, transportation expert or 
daily commuter.  Cuomo does excel at photo ops when walk-
ing the tracks without wearing either a safety vest or hardhat 
as required by FRA.  I doubt he is ever taken and passed the 
standard FRA safety training like thousands of MTA employ-
ees or has used a MetroCard like millions of commuters.
 Larry Penner is a transportation historian, advocate and 
writer who previously worked 31 years for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation Federal Transit Administration Re-
gion 2 NY Office.
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By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle 

Queens' new “Boulevard 
of Death” became the 
Boulevard of Depth on 
Friday afternoon when a 
large chunk of street and 
sidewalk caved in. 

The street and sidewalk 
at Northern Boulevard and 
114th Street in East Elmhurst 
collapsed into a 40-foot-wide 
crater near a construction site 
as a gas line exploded and a 
water main ruptured.

The city said no one was 
injured in the collapse.

Manhattan-based Perini 
Group Inc. is developing a 
12-story mixed-use building 
at the site and said they were 
looking into the cause of the 
cave-in.

“We’re still investigating 
the reasons for that, we had 
a stop work order so no one 
was hurt,” assistant project 
manager Angela Li told the 
Eagle.

Li said the building will 
feature mostly commercial 
tenants.

After the collapse Con 
Edison shut down a gas line 
along Northern Boulevard. 
The cave-in occurred a few 
miles from the site of an 
equipment malfunction that 
triggered an explosion and 

illuminated the sky above 
Astoria on Dec. 27.

The cave-in sent debris 
flying through the area, 
piercing a car roof, shattering 
the windshield of another 
vehicle and stopping traffic 
amid a cloud of dust.

Department of Buildings 
spokesman Andrew Ru-
dansky said that inspectors 
found a section of sidewalk 
and roadway that caved into 
the construction excavation.

The city issued a stop-
work order on Dec. 19 
after someone submitted 
a complaint that the work 
was causing cracks on the 
sidewalk and the road. 

The site also lacked the 
required construction plans, 
inspectors said. The stop-
work order was still in effect 
at the time of the collapse.

The retaining wall of the 
construction site developed 
a large hole, which allowed 
dirt to pour in and caused the 
street to give way, the FDNY 
said. 

Transportation safety 
advocates have dubbed 
Northern Boulevard the 
“Boulevard of Death” 
because it accounts for more 
traffic-collision fatalities than 
any other street in Queens. 

Additional reporting by 
the Associated Press.

A street cave-in occurred at a construction site near the corner of Northern Boulevard and 114th Street on Friday.
Photo via Google Maps
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Queens’ ‘Boulevard of Death’ Collapses
Amid Gas Line and Water Main Ruptures
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GOOD HOPE DEVELOPMENT 
MEZZ LLC

GOOD HOPE DEVELOPMENT MEZZ 
LLC, ARTS OF ORG FILED WITH SSNY 
ON 11/02/18. OFFICE LOC: NAS-
SAU COUNTY, SSNY DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF PROCESS 
TO: THE LLC, 140-75 ASH AVE, UNIT D, 
FLUSHING, NY 11355. PURPOSE: TO 
ENGAGE IN ANY LAWFUL ACT.

#165703

COMPLETE NDT 
SOLUTIONS LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COMPLETE 
NDT SOLUTIONS LLC ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK SSNY 
ON 11/30/2018. OFFICE LOCATED IN 
QUEENS. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED 
FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS. SSNY SHELL 
MAIL COPY OF ANY PROCESS SERVED 
AGAINST THE LLC 2427 44TH DR APT 
901 LONG IS CITY, NY 11101 PURPOSE: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165965

TRINIDAD D. AGTARAP 
NURSE PRACTITIONER 
IN GERONTOLOGY PLLC

TRINIDAD D. AGTARAP NURSE PRAC-
TITIONER IN GERONTOLOGY PLLC, A 
PROF. LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
THE SSNY ON 12/13/2018. OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO: C/O THE PLLC, 7116 34TH AVENUE, 
APT 3A, JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY 11372. 
PURPOSE: TO PRACTICE THE PROFES-
SION OF NURSE PRACTITIONER IN 
GERONTOLOGY.

#166411

BROOKLYN RENAISSANCE 
PLAZA II LLC

NOTICE OF QUAL. OF BROOKLYN RE-
NAISSANCE PLAZA II LLC, AUTHORITY 
FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 11/20/2018. 
OFFICE LOC: QUEENS COUNTY. LLC 
FORMED IN DE ON 09/07/2018. SSNY 
IS DESIGNATED AS AGENT UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: C/O MUSS DEVELOP-
MENT, ATTN: JOSEPH MCKILLOP, ESQ. 
118-35 QUEENS BLVD., FOREST HILLS, 
NY 11375. ADDRESS REQUIRED TO BE 
MAINTAINED IN DE: 160 GREENTREE 
DR., STE 101, DOVER, DE 19904. CERT 
OF FORMATION FILED WITH DE DIV. 
OF CORPS, 401 FEDERAL ST., DOVER, 
DE 19901. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL 
PURPOSE.

#165955

11370
163 LYNN LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
163 LYNN LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
10/11/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS LESLIE JABLON, 84-08 ASTO-
RIA BLVD EAST ELMHURST, NY, 11370. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165888

11414
COCOTAZO LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
COCOTAZO LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
11/14/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS COCOTAZO LLC, 15125 
88TH ST., APT. 4C, HOWARD BEACH, 
NY, 11414. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165706

11419
KAY LEXINGTON LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
KAY LEXINGTON LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/6/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC 
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT 
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS THE LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY, P.O. BOX 190417 SOUTH RICH-
MOND HILL, NY, 11419. PURPOSE/
CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL 
PURPOSE.

#165674

2ND DEPARTMENT / 
NEW BUSINESS FORMATIONS

SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS AND NOTICE 
OF OBJECT OF ACTION 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS AC-
TION TO FORECLOSE A MORTGAGE IN-
DEX #: 713035/2018 FREEDOM MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF, 
VS CHARLES D THOMAS IF LIVING, 
AND IF HE/SHE BE DEAD, ANY AND 
ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN TO PLAIN-
TIFF, CLAIMING, OR WHO MAY CLAIM 
TO HAVE AN INTEREST IN, OR GENER-
AL OR SPECIFIC LIEN UPON THE REAL 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THIS ACTION; 
SUCH UNKNOWN PERSONS BEING 
HEREIN GENERALLY DESCRIBED AND 
INTENDED TO BE INCLUDED IN WIFE, 
WIDOW, HUSBAND, WIDOWER, HEIRS 
AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DESCENDANTS, 
EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, DEVI-
SEES, LEGATEES, CREDITORS, TRUST-
EES, COMMITTEES, LIENORS, AND 
ASSIGNEES OF SUCH DECEASED, ANY 
AND ALL PERSONS DERIVING INTER-
EST IN OR LIEN UPON, OR TITLE TO SAID 
REAL PROPERTY BY, THROUGH OR UN-
DER THEM, OR EITHER OF THEM, AND 
THEIR RESPECTIVE WIVES, WIDOWS, 
HUSBANDS, WIDOWERS, HEIRS AT LAW, 
NEXT OF KIN, DESCENDANTS, EXEC-
UTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, 
COMMITTEES, LIENORS, AND ASSIGNS, 
ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES, 
EXCEPT AS STATED, ARE UNKNOWN 
TO PLAINTIFF, CITYWIDE PROPERTY 
SERVICES LLC, NEW YORK CITY ENVI-
RONMENTAL CONTROL BOARD, NEW 
YORK CITY PARKING VIOLATIONS BU-
REAU, NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT ADJU-
DICATION BUREAU, CRIMINAL COURT 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, QUEENS 
SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FI-

NANCE, PORTFOLIO RECOVERY ASSO-
CIATES LLC, PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK, UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA ACTING THROUGH THE IRS JOHN 
DOE (THOSE UNKNOWN TENANTS, 
OCCUPANTS, PERSONS OR CORPO-
RATIONS OR THEIR HEIRS, DISTRIBU-
TEES, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, 
TRUSTEES, GUARDIANS, ASSIGNEES, 
CREDITORS OR SUCCESSORS CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES.) DEFENDANT(S). MORT-
GAGED PREMISES: 153-16 TUSKEGEE 
AIRMEN WAY JAMAICA, NY 11433 BL 
#: 10121 - 68 TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANT: YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED TO ANSWER THE COMPLAINT 
IN THIS ACTION, AND TO SERVE A COPY 
OF YOUR ANSWER, OR, IF THE COM-
PLAINT IS NOT SERVED WITH THIS SUP-
PLEMENTAL SUMMONS, TO SERVE 
A NOTICE OF APPEARANCE, ON THE 
PLAINTIFF(S) ATTORNEY(S) WITHIN 
TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE SERVICE OF 
THIS SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS, EX-
CLUSIVE OF THE DAY OF SERVICE (OR 
WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE SERVICE 
IS COMPLETE IF THIS SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS IS NOT PERSONALLY DE-
LIVERED TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK). IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE 
TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, JUDGMENT 
WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU BY DE-
FAULT FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE COMPLAINT. THE ATTORNEY FOR 
PLAINTIFF HAS AN OFFICE FOR BUSI-
NESS IN THE COUNTY OF ERIE. TRIAL TO 
BE HELD IN THE COUNTY OF QUEENS. 
THE BASIS OF THE VENUE DESIGNAT-
ED ABOVE IS THE LOCATION OF THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES. TO CHARLES 
D THOMAS, DEFENDANT IN THIS AC-
TION. THE FOREGOING SUPPLEMEN-
TAL SUMMONS IS SERVED UPON YOU 
BY PUBLICATION, PURSUANT TO AN 
ORDER OF HON. ULYSSES B. LEVERETT 

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK, DATED THE THIRD DAY 
OF DECEMBER 2018 AND FILED WITH 
THE COMPLAINT IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE COUNTY OF QUEENS, 
IN THE CITY OF JAMAICA. THE OBJECT 
OF THIS ACTION IS TO FORECLOSE 
A MORTGAGE UPON THE PREMISES 
DESCRIBED BELOW, DATED DECEM-
BER 30, 2016, EXECUTED BY CHARLES 
D THOMAS TO SECURE THE SUM OF 
$505,672.00. THE MORTGAGE WAS RE-
CORDED AT CRFN 2017000017051 IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGISTER 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, QUEENS 
COUNTY ON JANUARY 12, 2017. THE 
MORTGAGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY AS-
SIGNED TO FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION BY AN ASSIGNMENT 
EXECUTED ON JULY 24, 2018 AND SENT 
FOR RECORDING IN THE CITY REGISTER 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, QUEENS 
COUNTY. THE PROPERTY IN QUES-
TION IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 153-
16 TUSKEGEE AIRMEN WAY, JAMAICA, 
NY 11433 NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME IF YOU 
DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS 
AND COMPLAINT BY SERVING A COPY 
OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 
FOR THE MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT, A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED, AND 
YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME. SPEAK TO 
AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO THE COURT 
WHERE YOUR CASE IS PENDING FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO 
ANSWER THE SUMMONS AND PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING A PAY-
MENT TO YOUR MORTGAGE COMPA-
NY WILL NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE 
ACTION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORT-
GAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT. DATED: DE-
CEMBER 29, 2018 GROSS POLOWY, LLC 
ATTORNEY(S) FOR PLAINTIFF(S) 1775 
WEHRLE DRIVE, SUITE 100 WILLIAMS-
VILLE, NY 14221 THE LAW FIRM OF 
GROSS POLOWY, LLC AND THE ATTOR-
NEYS WHOM IT EMPLOYS ARE DEBT 
COLLECTORS WHO ARE ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED BY THEM WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 60329

#166298

2ND DEPARTMENT/ 
PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES
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Our 
World In 
Pictures
INDIA — Kumbh Fes val: Naga 
Sadhus, or naked Hindu holy men 
of the Anand Akhada group, par-

cipate in a religious procession 
towards the Sangam, the conflu-
ence of rivers Ganges, Yamuna 
and mythical Saraswa , as part of 
the Kumbh fes val in Allahabad 
on Jan. 4.   AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh

CONGO — Elec on Results Delayed: An exhausted Congolese independent electoral commission official rests as re-
sults are tallied for the presiden al elec on in Kinshasa on Sunday. The electoral commission announced Sunday that 
the elec on results would be delayed amid an internet blackout.          AP Photo/Jerome Delay

TEXAS — Mourning Jazmine Barnes: Rashaunda Jarmon holds her 3-year-old granddaughter Parker Wallace during a 
community rally in Houston on Jan. 5 for 7-year-old Jazmine Barnes, who was shot to death on Dec. 30 nearby while 
riding in a car with her mother and three sisters. Two suspects were arrested on Sunday in connec on with her murder.

Melissa Phillip/Houston Chronicle via AP

VATICAN CITY — Pope Stands Up for Migrants: Pope 
Francis has appealed to European leaders to show con-
crete solidarity to 49 migrants stranded aboard a pair of 
rescue vessels in the Mediterranean Sea. Francis, in his 
Sunday address, noted that the migrants have been wait-
ing for days for permission for a safe port to let them 
disembark.                  AP Photo/Andrew Medichini
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CANADA — Ice Castles: Visitors gather around an ice wall inside an Ice Castle in Edmonton, Alberta, on Friday. The at-
trac on features ice-carved tunnels, fountains, slides, frozen thrones and cascading towers of ice embedded with color-
changing LED lights that twinkle to music at night.                                  Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP

ECUADOR — La Diablada Kicks Off: The town of Pillaro kicks off the feast of the La Diablada on Friday with neighbor-
hoods compe ng to bring many people dressed as different characters.            AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa

OHIO — Scenes from the Court: New Orleans Pelicans’ 
Tim Frazier (bo om) blocks a shot by Cleveland Cava-
liers’ Cedi Osman, from Turkey, in the first half of an NBA 
game in Cleveland on Saturday.          AP Photo/Tony Dejak

Our 
World In 
Pictures

U.A.E. — Asian Cup Opens with 
Dance: Emira  youth perform a 
tradi onal dance during the AFC 
Asian Cup opening ceremony in 
Abu Dhabi on Saturday. 

AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili



By Mary Frost
Queens Daily Eagle

 
The economy of New York 

is under threat, and everyday 
New York City residents will 
soon begin to feel the pain 
from the partial government 
shutdown, U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer said on Sunday.

After meeting with 
President Donald Trump 
last week, Schumer said 
the president told him the 
shutdown, which Schumer 
calls “needless,” could last 
months or even years.

“Sometimes, when we 
talk about the Big Picture 
— what’s happening at the 
national level with cabinet 
departments and federal 
agencies and furloughs and 
funding levels — you might 
not realize that this Trump 
shutdown is affecting all 
sorts of everyday folks here 
in New York,” Schumer said 
in a statement.

He listed numerous areas 
where the shutdown is primed 
to hit locals where they live. 
These include subway and 
bus service, area airports and 
tax refunds, among others.

The struggling MTA 
can hold out for four to 
six more weeks without 
its monthly $130-$170 
million in reimbursements 
from the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), but 
cuts will likely have to be 
made after that, Schumer 
warned. Federal funds are 
used for track repair work 
and construction, affecting 
almost every line.

Travelers flying to their 
destinations also face risks 

as Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) agents 
have been furloughed and are 
working without pay. 

Airport agents are already 
spread thin, Schumer said. 
More TSA workers are calling 
in sick than usual, according 
to numerous news reports. 
Hundreds of travelers were 
stuck on endless lines inside 
the Delta Airlines terminal 
at LaGuardia Airport on 
Sunday afternoon as a 
handful of airport employees 
tried to manage the situation,  
ABC News reported. 

More than 41,000 law 
enforcement and correctional 
officers and as many as 88 
percent of Department of 
Homeland Security employees 
are currently working 
without pay, Schumer said, 
jeopardizing residents’ safety 
in a variety of ways.

Hitting New Yorkers 
financially, millions of 
residents will fail to see their 
tax refund checks processed 
if the shutdown continues, 
Schumer said. In Fiscal 
Year 2017, 16 million New 
Yorkers received $27 billion 
in tax refunds. Last year, by 
Feb. 2, the IRS had already 
paid out $12.6 billion in 
refunds to 6 million people. 

In New York City, 1.5 
million people receive 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits, also known as food 
stamps, including roughly 
13.2 percent of people 
in Queens, according to 
CCC New York. Queens 
Community District 14  in the 
Rockaways had the highest 
rate of food stamp use in the 

borough, with 23.7 percent of 
residents using SNAP. 

These benefits will be 
jeopardized if the shutdown 
goes beyond February, 
Schumer said. Across the 
state, an additional 400,000 
mothers and families rely on 
the health care intervention 
program WIC (Women, 
Infants and Children). 
Thousands will also lose 
rental assistance payments.

Thousands of home loans 
are on hold, dashing home 
ownership dreams and local 

economies. New home loans 
are not being processed at 
all, and “loans in queue are at 
major slowdowns,” Schumer 
said. In 2018, 28,900 FHA 
loans were made in New 
York.

The ongoing U.S. Census 
has also been suspended. 
Schumer points out that 
this jeopardizes “the socio-
economic estimates of New 
York City, which are needed 
to allocate hundreds of 
billions of dollars annually 
in federal assistance to state 

and local governments for all 
kinds of things from housing 
to transportation.”

In addition, almost all 
National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) 
employees have been 
furloughed. “The NTSB 
sends inspectors to New 
York any time there is a 
terrible accident on our 
roads or railways. Only 27 of 
their 401 employees are not 
furloughed,” Schumer said.

Other cuts impacting 
city residents include the 

FDA, which safeguards 
food and medicine, school 
lunch programs and the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Across the U.S., 450,000 
people are currently working 
without pay, and another 
380,000 workers are 
furloughed. Many of these 
federal workers are in New 
York — more than 50,000 
— and more than 16,000 of 
them work in departments or 
agencies that are currently 
shut down.

The MTA can hold out for four to six more weeks before painful cuts will have to be made, U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
said on Sunday. The senator was talking about the effect of the ongoing partial federal shutdown on everyday New 
Yorkers.            AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

Schumer Warns that NYC Residents 
Will Soon Feel Pain of Federal Shutdown

To submit op-eds and letters, Contact Managing Editor David Brand

David@QueensPublicMedia.com

By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

The Queens Library and 
the organization City Lore 
will showcase the rich 
contributions of Queens’ 
many recent immigrants 
at an exhibition in the 
Jamaica Branch beginning 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Opening night at the 
exhibition, titled “What 
We Bring: New Immigrant 
Gifts,” will feature an 
Indian dance performance 
and Indo-Guyanese singers. 
The Queens Library 
Jamaica Branch is located 
on Merrick Boulevard. 

“What We Bring 
celebrates the rich layers 
of creativity, tradition and 
increased cultural diversity 
set in motion five decades 
ago by the Immigration 
Reform Act, which 
inaugurated a new era of 
immigration from Asia, 
Latin America, Africa and 
the Caribbean,” Queens 
Library said in a statement.

At the exhibit, visitors 
will walk through an airport 
security gate symbolic of 
the immigrants' arrival 
in Queens, regarded as 
the United States’ most 
diverse county. The 
borough is home to more 
than 1 million immigrants, 
according to a 2018 report 

by the Mayor’s Office on 
Immigrant Affairs.

The exhibit will end on 
Saturday, March 2. That 
night, the library will 
feature Afghan immigrant 
Sahar Muradi sharing the 
story of her journey from 
Soviet-ruled Afghanistan 
to Queens.

The opening night will feature Indian dance performances and Indo-Guyanese singers.     
                Photos courtesy of the Queens Library

Queens Library Showcases ‘Immigrant Gifts’

The exhibition “What We Bring: New Immigrant Gifts” will 
commence at the Queens Library Jamaica Branch on Thursday.
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By David Brand
Queens Daily Eagle

A Maspeth man and a 
Jackson Heights woman 
both appeared in Queens 
Criminal Court Monday on 
charges of attacking law 
enforcement officers at 
their homes.

Edward Wysk, 55, 
is charged with assault 
on a police or peace 
officer and related assault 
charges for allegedly 
grabbing a Department of 

Environmental Protection 
(DEP) employee and later 
injuring two police officers 
who visited his Maspeth 
property to issue a work 
stoppage order on Jan. 23, 
2018. He pleaded not guilty 
at his Queens Supreme 
Court before Justice Barry 
Kron on Monday. 

Wysk allegedly struck 
an NYPD Officer in the 
forehead with an object he 
threw from his doorway, 
according to the criminal 
complaint. The officer was 

taken to a local hospital 
where he received five 
stitches to mend the wound. 

When another officer 
attempted to arrest Wysk, 
Wysk flailed his arms 
and forced the officer to 
slam his arm into a metal 
scaffolding, according to 
the criminal complaint. The 
officer was also treated at a 
local hospital for bruising 
and swelling to his arm.

Wysk told officers 
that he was told the DEP 
employee was at his home 

to issue the stop work order 
and hurried back from a 
trip to Home Depot, the 
criminal complaint states. 
Wysk said he became angry 
and did not trust the DEP 
employee’s credentials.

Wysk was order to return 
back to court on April 4.

Jackson Heights 
resident Elizabeth Grant 
also returned to court 
on charges related to an 
alleged assault on a parole 
officer on Monday.

In March 2018, Grant 

was convicted of 108 
counts of animal cruelty 
for housing sick and 
malnourished pets in her 
home. She was sentenced 
to three years probation 
and allegedly attacked her 
probation officer during a 
routine visit in September 
2018. 

Grant yelled homophobic 
slurs at the probation 
officer, according to the 
criminal complaint.

Grant then pushed the 
probation officer down 

a short set of stairs and 
caused “substantial pain,” 
according to the criminal 
complaint.

Grant was arraigned on 
a top charge of second-
degree assault on a peace 
or police officer, fireman 
or emergency medical 
services professional and 
assault as a hate crime in 
addition to other charges. 
Her attorney pleaded not 
guilty on her behalf before 
Judge Stephanie Zaro on 
Monday. 

Two Appear in Criminal Court for Separate 
Attacks on Law Enforcement Officers
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By Christina Carrega
Queens Daily Eagle

 
An MTA employee who 

was attempting to break up a 
fight between two passengers 
was seriously injured when an 
assailant's handbag slapped 
him in the face, police said.

Police are looking for 
the passenger who alleged-
ly struck a 48-year-old mo-

torman in the face with her 
handbag during a verbal dis-
pute. Police said she had three 
small children with her at the 
time of the attack.

On Dec. 27, the MTA 
employee saw two women 
fighting on the subway 
platform of the Court Square 
and Jackson Avenue G line 
and attempted to intervene. 

 As the employee was 

separating the two customers, 
one of them, hit him in the 
face and caused his tooth to 
chip. The train conductor 
suffered a laceration to his lip 
and was taken to Mount Sinai 
Hospital-Queens. 

The alleged assailant is 
described as an African-
American woman, who is 
approximately 35-years-old, 
5-foot-6 inches, medium 

complexion and thin build. 
She was last seen wearing a 
dark grey hat, black waist-
length jacket, grey tights and 
red sneakers. 

She was accompanied by 
three small children.

Anyone with information 
in regard to this incident is 
asked to call the NYPD's 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or 

for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA 
(74782). 

The public can also submit 
their tips by logging onto 
the CrimeStoppers website 
at nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
on Twitter @NYPDTips or 
by texting tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577. 

 All calls are strictly 
confidential.

Photograph of the alleged 
suspect. 

Photo courtesy of the NYPD

LIC Straphanger Wanted For 
Slugging MTA Worker With Bag
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11201
CAFECITO TO GO LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
CAFECITO TO GO LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/30/2018. NY OFFICE LOCA-
TION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OF-
FICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-
CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS ANDREW SABBA, 
136 HICKS ST., APT. 5E BROOKLYN, NY, 
11201. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165949

ONE SPIRE LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: ONE 
SPIRE LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZA-
TION FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 
OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 1/2/2019. 
NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE 
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS LEO CYRIL LUCISA-
NO, 44 HICKS ST APT. 4 BROOKLYN, NY, 
11201. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166405

11203
GOG CLEANING 
SERVICES LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: GOG 
CLEANING SERVICES LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 7/2/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO 
WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY 
OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS GOG CLEAN-
ING SERVICES, 296 EAST 38TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11203. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165951

11205
PINK BOOT LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: PINK 
BOOT LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZA-
TION FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 
OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 11/27/2018. 
NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE 
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS PINK BOOT LLC 21 
SAINT JAMES PLACE, APT. 15M BROOK-
LYN, NY, 11205. PURPOSE/CHARACTER 
OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166376

11210
TAKE CHARGE 

NEGOTIATIONS, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
TAKE CHARGE NEGOTIATIONS, LLC. 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 09/21/2018. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST 
OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS GLEASON ALVAREZ ADR, LLC 
2781 BEDFORD AVENUE BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11210. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165441

11211
BEN ROSENBLUM STUDIO 

ARCHITECTURE PLLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PROFES-
SIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY (PLLC). NAME: BEN ROSENBLUM 
STUDIO ARCHITECTURE PLLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 9/21/2018. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF 
THE PLLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST 
OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE PLLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS THE LLC 59 POWERS 
STREET, UNIT 1 BROOKLYN, NY 11211. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF PLLC: FOR 
THE PROFESSION OF ARCHITECTURE.

#165563

VERNON & MARCY LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
VERNON & MARCY LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 06/18/2012. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO 
WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY 
OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS VERNON & 
MARCY LLC 320 ROEBLING ST STE 106 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11211. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166423

11215
RETIREMENT PLAN 

CONSULTING LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
RETIREMENT PLAN CONSULTING LLC. 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED 
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW 
YORK (SSNY) ON 10/24/2018. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS 
AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST 
OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY 
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS RETIREMENT PLAN CONSULT-
ING LLC, 354 2ND ST., 1 B BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11215. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165545

FINBACK BROOKLYN LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: FIN-
BACK BROOKLYN LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 9/10/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS BASIL 
LEE, 493 18TH STREET #3 BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11215. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165618

11217
SOUL FULL WORKS LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: SOUL 
FULL WORKS LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
8/29/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH 
THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS SOUL FULL WORKS 
LLC, 585 WARREN ST. #2 BROOKLYN, NY, 
11217. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165853

11219
JFES FUNDING LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
JFES FUNDING LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
08/20/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS JFES 
FUNDING LLC 1367 47TH ST BROOK-
LYN, NY, 11219. PURPOSE/CHARAC-
TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165961

11228
DESIGN FOR AGENCY, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: DE-
SIGN FOR AGENCY, LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 3/5/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO 
WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY 
OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS C/O UNIT-
ED STATES CORPORATION AGENTS, 
INC.,7014 13TH AVENUE, SUITE 202 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11228. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166427

11229
AMANTE LASHES LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
AMANTE LASHES LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/14/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE 
LLC, 1924 AVE U, 2ND FL., BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11229. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166395

11231
CRUST MEDIA LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: CRUST 
MEDIA LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZA-
TION FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 
OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 11/23/2018. 
NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE 
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS JEFFREY CLOSE 431 
CLINTON ST APT 2 BROOKLYN, NY, 
11231. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: 
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165834

11232
ALCHEMY NUTRITION 
AND WELLNESS, LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: AL-
CHEMY NUTRITION AND WELLNESS, 
LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 
OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 7/16/2018. 
NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS JESSI-
CA FOX, 159 25TH STREET BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11232. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165708

11233
CBD MAMA BOX LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
CBD MAMA BOX LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) 
ON 11/20/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS CBD 
MAMA BOX LLC, 415 HALSEY STREET #1 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11233. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165688

11237
BOOST MANAGEMENT LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
BOOST MANAGEMENT LLC. ARTI-
CLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED WITH 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK 
(SSNY) ON 11/27/2018. NY OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL 
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS 
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON HIM/
HER IS BOOST MANAGEMENT LLC 116 
ST. NICHOLAS AVENUE BROOKLYN, 
NY, 11237. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF 
LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165705

11238
ELEPHANT IDEAS LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: EL-
EPHANT IDEAS LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
9/5/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH 
THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY 
PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED 
UPON HIM/HER IS ELEPHANT IDEAS 
LLC, 400 LINCOLN PLACE, APT. 3D, 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11238. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#164968

MARK VON HOF LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: MARK 
VON HOF LLC. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZA-
TION FILED WITH SECRETARY OF STATE 
OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 11/28/2018. 
NY OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS 
AGENT OF THE LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. THE 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE 
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-
CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON 
HIM/HER IS MARK VON HOF LLC 17 
CLIFTON PLACE BROOKLYN, NY, 11238. 
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY 
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166382

11249
ISO VENTURES LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
ISO VENTURES LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
10/22/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A 
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE 
LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS ISO VEN-
TURES LLC, 1 NORTH 4TH PLACE 25A 
BROOKLYN, NY, 11249. PURPOSE/CHAR-
ACTER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165371

PREFERRED CAPITAL LLC
PREFERRED CAPITAL LLC ARTS OF ORG. 
FILED SSNY 11/20/18. OFFICE: KINGS 
CO. SSNY DESIGN AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED & 
MAIL TO 32 COURT ST #205 BROOKLYN, 
NY 11201 GENERAL PURPOSE

#165575

MYBESTJUDY LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
MYBESTJUDY LLC. ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY) ON 
10/18/2018. NY OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS TO 
WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY 
OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE LLC 
SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS MYBESTJU-
DY LLC, 111 KENT AVE., APT. 1G, BROOK-
LYN, NY, 11249. PURPOSE/CHARACTER 
OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165667

NESS ISABELLA LLC
NESS ISABELLA LLC, ARTS OF ORG. 
FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF NY 
(SSNY) 10/5/2018. CTY: KINGS. SSNY 
DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO 55 BERRY 
ST., APT. 3A, BROOKLYN, NY 11249. 
GENERAL PURPOSE.

#165574

SIDDHI PARTNERS LLC
SIDDHI PARTNERS LLC ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED SSNY 11/15/18. OFFICE: 
KINGS CO. SSNY DESIGN AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED & MAIL TO 100 WALL ST FL 20 
ATTN: HILLARY HUGHES NEW YORK, 
NY 10005 GENERAL PURPOSE

#165577

TRI STATE PLUMBING 
WATER & SEWER LLC

TRI STATE PLUMBING WATER & SEW-
ER LLC ARTS OF ORG. FILED SSNY 
10/16/18. OFFICE: KINGS CO. SSNY 
DESIGN AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM 
PROCESS MAY BE SERVED & MAIL TO 
200 WALWORTH ST BROOKLYN, NY 
11205 GENERAL PURPOSE

#165578

BLD 588 UNION ST LLC
BLD 588 UNION ST LLC ARTS OF ORG. 
FILED SSNY 11/19/18. OFFICE: KINGS 
CO. SSNY DESIGN AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED & 
MAIL TO 164 20 ST #2B BROOKLYN, NY 
11232 GENERAL PURPOSE

#165579

LITTLE ANIMAL, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LITTLE AN-
IMAL, LLC ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH 
SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 
11/27/18. OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. PRINC. OFFICE OF LLC: ATTN: 
JEFF REICHERT, 12 8TH AVE., APT. 2, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11217. SSNY DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO THE LLC 
AT THE ADDR. OF ITS PRINC. OFFICE. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#165581

BROCHO V.H. LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BRO-
CHO V.H. LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. FILED 
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) 
ON 11/27/18. OFFICE LOCATION: 
KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. 
SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: THE 
COMPANY, 538-564 JOHNSON AVE., 
BROOKLYN, NY 11237. PURPOSE: ANY 
LAWFUL ACTIVITIES.

#165702

LIBERTY ONE BROOKLYN LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: LIBER-
TY ONE BROOKLYN LLC. ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRETARY 
OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 9/22/2014. 
OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUN-
TY. SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
COPY OF PROCESS TO: THE LLC 175 
BLAKE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11212. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#165707

4714 ASSOCIATES, LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 4714 ASSO-
CIATES, LLC. ARTS OF ORG. FILED WITH 
NY SECY OF STATE (SSNY) ON 6/7/12. 
OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. 
SSNY IS DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: 111 8TH AVE, NY, NY 
10011. THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF 
THE REG. AGENT IS CT CORPORATION 
SYSTEM, 111 8TH AVE, NY, NY 10011. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#165967

FIRST CHOICE ENERGY LLC
NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF FIRST 
CHOICE ENERGY LLC. AUTHORITY 
FILED WITH NY SECY OF STATE (SSNY) 
ON 11/21/18. OFFICE LOCATION: KINGS 
COUNTY. LLC FORMED IN DELAWARE 
(DE) ON 11/7/18. SSNY IS DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO: 78 RAPELYE 
ST, BROOKLYN, NY 11231. DE ADDRESS 
OF LLC: 1209 ORANGE ST, WILMING-
TON, DE 19801. CERT. OF FORMATION 
FILED WITH DE SECY OF STATE, 401 
FEDERAL ST. STE 4, DOVER, DE 19901. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#165968

ON POINT MARKET 
RESEARCH GROUP I, LLC

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF ON 
POINT MARKET RESEARCH GROUP I, 
LLC. AUTHORITY FILED WITH NY SECY 
OF STATE (SSNY) ON 12/12/18. OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. LLC 
FORMED IN FLORIDA (FL) ON 8/27/18. 
SSNY IS DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF 
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST 
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL 
PROCESS TO: 1820 E. RAY RD, CHAN-
DLER, AZ 85225. FL ADDRESS OF LLC: 
215 N. EOLA DR., ORLANDO, FL 32801. 
CERT. OF FORMATION FILED WITH FL 
SECY OF STATE, 2661 EXECUTIVE CEN-
TER CIR., TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#165969

SUNRUN CYGNUS 
OWNER 2018, LLC

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF SUN-
RUN CYGNUS OWNER 2018, LLC. AU-
THORITY FILED WITH NY SECY OF 
STATE (SSNY) ON 11/29/18. OFFICE LO-
CATION: KINGS COUNTY. LLC FORMED 
IN DELAWARE (DE) ON 5/31/18. SSNY IS 
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO: 111 8TH AVE, NY, NY 10011. DE AD-
DRESS OF LLC: 1209 ORANGE ST, WILM-
INGTON, DE 19801. CERT. OF FORMA-
TION FILED WITH DE SECY OF STATE, 
401 FEDERAL ST. STE 4, DOVER, DE 
19901. THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF 
THE REG. AGENT IS CT CORPORATION 
SYSTEM, 111 8TH AVE, NY, NY 10011. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#165970

165 HICKS LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 165 HICKS 
LLC ARTS. OF ORG. FILED WITH SECY. OF 
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 11/20/18. OF-
FICE LOCATION: KINGS COUNTY. PRINC. 
OFFICE OF LLC: TODD ROSE, ESQ., 
ROSE & ROSE, 291 BROADWAY, 13TH 
FL., NY, NY 10007. SSNY DESIGNATED 
AS AGENT OF LLC UPON WHOM PRO-
CESS AGAINST IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO THE LLC AT 
THE ADDR. OF ITS PRINC. OFFICE. PUR-
POSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.

#165554

179 EDWARDS AVE LLC
179 EDWARDS AVE LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF STATE OF 
NY (SSNY) 11/19/2018. CTY: KINGS. 
SSNY DESIG. AS AGENT UPON WHOM 
PROCESS AGAINST MAY BE SERVED & 
SHALL MAIL PROCESS TO AVI EYAL, 
1715 E. 28TH ST., BROOKLYN, NY 
11229. GENERAL PURPOSE.

#165573

401 STERLING LLC
401 STERLING LLC ARTS OF ORG. FILED 
SSNY 11/6/18. OFFICE: KINGS CO. SSNY 
DESIGN AGENT FOR PROCESS & SHALL 
MAIL TO VAN LEENEN DEVELOPMENTS 
LLC 1000 DEAN ST #428 BROOKLYN, NY 
11238 GENERAL PURPOSE

#165580

RT REALTY 246, LLC
RT REALTY 246, LLC. ARTS. OF ORG. 
FILED WITH THE SSNY ON 08/13/14. 
OFFICE: KINGS COUNTY. SSNY DESIG-
NATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON 
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF 
PROCESS TO THE LLC, 246 WASHING-
TON AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11205. 
PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

#166366

VICTORIA ASHLEY 
ENTERPRISE LLC

VICTORIA ASHLEY ENTERPRISE LLC 
ARTS OF ORG FILED WITH NY SEC OF 
STATE (SSNY) ON 8/29/17. OFFICE: KINGS 
COUNTY. SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT 
OF LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE 
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS 
TO: 516 44TH ST, 1ST FL, BROOKLYN, NY 
11220. GENERAL PURPOSES.

#166397
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 The Red Envelope gallery 
opening was just the first 
Lunar New Year event to take 
place at Flushing Town Hall 
this winter.
 On Saturday, Jan. 12 at 
2 p.m., Flushing Town Hall 
will host “Four Seasons,” a 
mix of poetry, music, dance, 
opera and puppetry. The 
“vivid, living animation” in 
the program was created by 
the award-winning Chinese 
Theatre Works, Flushing 
Town Hall said.
 On Sunday, Jan. 13, 

the Flushing Town Hall’s 
teaching artist Tina Seligman 
will  FTH Teaching/Visual 
Artist Tina Seligman will run 
a free Red Envelope Show 
workshop where attendees 
can design their own red 
envelopes to display at the 
arts venue.
 The Lunar New Year 
festivities culminate with the 
Chinese New Year Temple 
Bazaar on Sunday, Feb. 17. 
The annual event features 
performances, art workshops 
and lantern-making along 
with traditional food to 
celebrate the Year of the Pig.

Continued from page 1

Flushing Town Hall  
Celebrates the  
Year of the Pig

This year is the Year of the Pig.                                                                                                      Photos courtesy of Flushing Town Hall

Local artists displayed the images they created on 
red envelopes to celebrate Lunar New Year. Chinese communities distribute red envelopes — often filled with money — on Lunar New Year.

Lunar New Year Celebrations at Flushing Town Hall
By Flushing Town Hall

Special to the Eagle
Four Seasons

Saturday, Jan. 12 at 2 p.m.
$14 Admission. $10 Member, 
$8 Children, $6 Member 
Children/FREE for Teens
 “Four Seasons” is a fusion 
of classical and traditional 
Chinese aesthetic genres 
(poetry, music, dance, 
opera and puppetry) with 
contemporary shadow theater 
technique. Conceived and 

created by the award-winning 
ensemble, Chinese Theatre 
Works, it is a vivid, living 
animation that transcends 
language and cultural barriers 
and celebrates the universal 
cycles of seasons and life 
passages.

Red Envelope Show 
Drop-in Workshop

 Jan. 13 from 1 to 3 p.m.
FREE (No RSVP)
 Flushing Town Hall 
Teaching/Visual Artist Tina 

Seligman will lead a drop-
in Red Envelope Show 
workshop. Create your 
original artwork on a red 
envelope and hang it on our 
celebration clotheslines. 
Materials and red envelopes 
provided. Maximum 2 per 
participant.

Chinese New Year  
Temple Bazaar

 Sunday, Feb. 17 at 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.
$5 admission/$3 Members
 For centuries, people in 
China have celebrated the 
Lunar New Year in temple 
fairs. Bring your family 
to enjoy performances, art 
making, lantern making, 
and food to celebrate the 
Year of the Pig! Add to our 
community Red Envelope 

Show. The Temple Bazaar 
is offered in two sessions. 
Your ticket admits you to the 

timed session of your choice.  
Get your tickets before it’s too 
late.

Red Envelope Artwork.  Photos courtesy of Flushing Town Hall



By Christina Carrega
Queens Daily Eagle

On the heels of Lifetime’s 
six-part docuseries “Surviv-
ing R. Kelly,” students and 
alumni of St. John’s Uni-
versity are taking to social 
media to share their experi-
ences with on-campus sexual 
violence and exposing their 
alleged attackers using the 
hashtag #SurvivingSJU. 

On Jan. 3, the cable 
television network Lifetime 
premiered the first two 
hours of a six-part series 
that features anecdotes 
from survivors of R&B 
singer Robert F. Kelly. The 
women, including Kelly’s 
ex-wife Andrea, accused 
the superstar musician of 
preying on them when they 
were under the legal age of 
consent, kidnapping them and 
committed sexual violence 
against them. 

Nearly two million 
people watched the first of 
the three night broadcast, 
according to Entertainment 
Weekly, and many of 
the viewers discussed 
their thoughts on social 
media using the hashtags 
“SurvivingRKelly” and 
“MuteRKelly.” 

The next day, the topic 
#SurvivingSJU emerged on 
Twitter, coupled with tweets 
from the user @goneeeee_, 

an anonymous account 
operated by someone who  
claims to be a St. John’s 
alum. The account has 
posted photos of several 
male students and identified 
them as alleged “sexual 
predators.”  

“#SurvivingSJU The 
individuals I will list have 
been recognized & discussed 
as sexual predators and rapists 
on the campus of St. John’s 
University,” @goneeeee_ 
said on Twitter, adding, 
“ALSO NO VICTIMS WILL 
BE MENTIONED FOR 
SECURITY PURPOSES! 
these women have suffered 
enough.”

The Eagle requested an 
interview with @goneeeee_, 
but the account holder did 
not immediately respond on 
Monday. The main tweet was 
retweeted over 850 times and 
liked over 1,000 times as of 
press time. 

As of Monday afternoon, 
@goneeeee_ had posted 
photographs, names and titles 
of 14 men, saying that victims 
of each of the men asked the 
user to post the information. 

“ALSO FOR THE PPL 
MAD AT ME, THESE ARE 
REPORTS I AM SIMPLY 
LISTING BECAUSE MOST 
OF THE VICTIMS CANT! 
(sic),” @goneeeee_ wrote 
Sunday. The Twitter user 
requested other alleged 

victims to send private 
messages calling out other 
alleged predators. 

The hashtag prompted 
other current and former 
students to describe their own 
negative experiences with 
university administrators 
when they attempted to 
report their own sexual 
assault cases. 

“Time and time again, 
year after year, it’s the Black 
students of St. John’s who 
are responsible for starting 
these conversation with 
the university about race 
discrimination and sexual 
assault,” said a spokeswoman 
for Students of Consciousness 
(SOC).

St. John’s Executive Di-
rector of University Relations 
Brian Browne told the Eagle 
the school has connected with 
students who have shared 
their stories of sexual assault 
online.

“The University’s Title IX 
team has been reaching out to 
any student who has posted 
on social media allegations of 
wrongdoing to advise them of 
our policies and procedures 
and to offer support services,” 
Browne said.

Several student organi-
zations, including the Black 
Student Union, Spectrum and 
SOC, released statements re-
questing a “strict revision of 
the University’s Title IX pol-

icies, hiring policies for stu-
dent and non-student workers 
and overall campus safety 
protocols.” 

“We are tired of statements 
from Brian Browne brushing 
these cases under the rug. 
We are tired of St. John’s 
basketball to be the only 
thing in the news, we are 
tired of being discriminated 
against by public safety,” said 
Kendall Clark, the president 
of the Black Student Union. 
“Time’s Up St. John’s.” 

Another anonymous Twit-
ter account @vincentian-
teens, tweeted that St. John’s 
published false sex crime 
statistics in 2015 and shamed 
victims for reporting inci-
dents if they were intoxicat-
ed. According to the Jamai-
ca Campus crime statistics, 
one rape was reported in the 
on-campus residence halls in 
2015 and four in 2017. 

The account also posted 
text messages it said depicted 
a student apologizing to 

another fellow Johnnie for 
sexually assaulting her.

“St. John’s CANNOT 
continue to disrespect 
survivors — especially 
those who are Black, Latino, 
LGBTQ+, and/or belong 
to other marginalized 
communities — by sweeping 
their cases under the rug,” 
Spectrum said in a statement. 

Browne told the Eagle that 
in 2017, out of all 244 higher 
education institutions in the 
state, St. John’s was “fully 
compliant” with New York 
Education Law Article 129-B 
— the most aggressive law in 
the nation to protect students 
from sexual assault.  

Browne said students 
are encouraged to reach out 
to their “Sexual violence 
Outreach, Awareness, and 
Response” (SOAR) Office 
and to file reports through 
the University’s website. 
He said the school grants 
amnesty to any student who 
is intoxicated or impaired and 

reports sexual assault.  
“The very purpose of 

granting amnesty is to 
eradicate sexual assault by 
encouraging students to come 
forward and make reports 
without the fear of disciplinary 
action,” Browne said. 

Incidents of students 
publishing names of alleged 
sexual predators at the St. 
John’s Jamaica campus have 
gone back as far as the early 
2000s when students printed 
names of male students 
alleged to have sexually 
assaulted women on campus. 
Students copied the lists of 
names and shared them in 
dormitories. 

On Saturday, SOC released 
a 20-minute survey to 
evaluate the effectiveness of 
campus resources for sexual 
violence. The organization is 
encouraging past and present 
students as well as employees 
— whom have or haven’t had 
a sexual assault incident — to 
take the survey.
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LegaL, JudiciaL &
courthouse News

St. John’s University’s School of Law.         Photo courtesy of St. John’s University

#SurvivingSJU: 
Students Speak Out 

About On-Campus 
Sexual Assaults

By Tom Hays
Associated Press

A former state attorney 
general from Mexico 
pleaded guilty on Friday 
to U.S. drug-trafficking 
charges at a courthouse 
where an infamous kingpin 
was also appearing at a 
conspiracy trial.

Both Edgar Veytia, once 
chief law enforcement 
officer in the Pacific coast 
state of Nayarit, and Joaquin 
"El Chapo" Guzman 
are being prosecuted in 
separate cases in federal 

court in Brooklyn.
Shortly after Guzman's 

ongoing trial wrapped 
up for the week, Veytia 
was brought into another 
courtroom to plead guilty 
to charges he was bought 
off to help cartels smuggle 
cocaine, heroin and 
methamphetamine to the 
U.S. from 2013 until the 
time of his arrest in 2017.

The 48-year-old Veytia 
admitted that he arranged 
for drug dealers to avoid 
arrest and or to be released 
from custody. He didn't 
specify which organizations 

he supported, but it's not 
believed that Guzman's 
Sinaloa cartel was one of 
them.

"I used my official 
position . to assist drug-
trafficking organizations," 
he told the judge.

Veytia faces at least 
10 years in prison at 
sentencing later this year, 
though the term could be 
more than double that if the 
judge follows sentencing 
guidelines as calculated 
by prosecutors. According 
to an indictment, the 
goverment could also seize 

"a sum of approximately 
$250 million in United 
States currency" under 
forfeiture laws.

According to press 
reports, Veytia survived a 
2011 assassination attempt 
and promoted himself as 
a law-and-order candidate 
when he ran for attorney 
general.

"Nayarit is not fertile 
ground for lawbreaking," he 
once said. "Here, there is no 
room for organized crime."

The case fit a pattern 
of allegations of brazen 
corruption on display at 

Guzman's trial. Jurors 
have heard testimony 
from cooperators claiming 
multiple instances of 
various law enforcement 
officials taking bribes from 
the Sinaloa cartel to look 
the other way or demanding 
a piece of drug profits in the 
1990s and 2000s.

Former cartel member 
Jesus Zambada has testified 
that he personally made at 
least $6 million in hidden 
payments to the former 
federal security chief, 
Genaro Garcia Luna. He 
said the cash was delivered 

during two meetings at 
a restaurant in Mexico 
between the start of 2005 
and the end of 2007, an 
allegation denied by Luna.

Earlier this week, 
Zambada's nephew Vicente 
described a meeting in 
the mid-2000s in which 
representatives from corrupt 
Mexican politicians asked 
if the cartel could help them 
ship 100 tons (91 metric 
tons) of cocaine in an oil 
tanker ship. He said he was 
arrested before he learned 
whether the shipment ever 
occurred.

Ex-Mexican Prosecutor Pleads Guilty 
With El Chapo Nearby in Federal Court




