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QUEENS DISTRICT ATTORNEY ME-
linda Katz said on Friday that her office and
the NYPD seized 95 illegal scooters from the
streets of Corona, Elmhurst and Long Island
City. The crackdown is part of an ongoing joint
operation involving the DA’s office and local
police precincts to address the persistent use of
scooters in crimes such as drive-by shootings
and robberies. A total of 412 scooters have been
taken since the start of the joint operation in
February. Detectives from the district attorney’s
office, working with officers from the NYPD’s
110th and 114th Precincts, searched five loca-
tions in EImhurst, Corona and Long Island City
overnight Wednesday into Thursday. Of the 95
scooters confiscated, all were parked illegally
and 71 were unregistered and uninsured. “Un-
registered scooters are not only illegal, but they
are also being used to commit violent crimes,
including shootings and robberies, without any
accountability or ability to identify the culprit,”
said Katz. “Through our proactive enforcement
efforts in collaboration with the NYPD, we have
taken more than 400 of these illegal vehicles off
our streets, enhancing safety and security for our
communities. Our proactive enforcement efforts
will continue to ensure compliance and eradi-
cate the public threat they pose.”

AN UNIDENTIFIED DECOMPOSING
body was found in Rego Park over the week-
end, the Daily News reported. The body was
found on Queens Boulevard near 62nd Avenue
in the Central Queens neighborhood on Sunday
in bushes underneath scaffolding. The body
was so decomposed that it was not immediately
clear if it was a man or a woman. The body was
found after residents complained of a foul odor.
“It smelled for at least two weeks,” said one res-
ident, who did not provide her name. “It got a
little stronger, maybe because it got warmer.”
The city medical examiner will determine the
person’s cause of death.

THREE PEOPLE WERE STABBED OVER
the weekend in a Jamaica home, ABC reports.
Police say the attack happened on Saturday after
8:30 on Lefferts Boulevard. A 52-year-old fe-
male victim was stabbed in the stomach and neck
and a 63-year-old male was stabbed in the stom-
ach and shoulder. Both of them are in stable con-
dition. A third victim, a 28-year-old male, was
stabbed in the hand, but refused medical atten-
tion. A 31-year-old man was taken into custody.

THE NEW YORK METS WON A WALK-
off homer from Brandon Nimmo on Sunday
in the bottom of the ninth, the New York Post
reports. The two run home run came with the
Mets down 3-2 to division rivals the Atlanta
Braves. Nimmo had been out the day before for
intercostal discomfort and sat most of the game
before slugging the game-winning shot.
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State Senator Sean Ryan, Assemblymember Michaelle Solages and a number of legal services providers rallied in support of a bill that
would effectively divorce the work of the New York State Interest on Lawyers Account Fund, or IOLA fund, from the state budget. The
bill comes after Governor Kathy Hochul swept the fund of $55 million last month.

By Jacob Kaye
Queens Dalily Eagle

A pair of lawmakers and a group of attor-
neys are calling on the legislature to pass into
law a bill that they say would prevent the gov-
ernor from stripping cash from a fund meant to
support civil legal services work, just as she did
in the state’s recently passed budget.

Rallying in Albany on Monday, State Sena-
tor Sean Ryan, Assemblymember Michaelle So-
lages and a number of legal services providers
voiced their support for a bill that would effec-
tively divorce the work of the New York State
Interest on Lawyers Account Fund, or IOLA
fund, from the state budget.

The legislation comes after Governor Kathy

Hochul and the legislature together through a
provision in the state’s Fiscal Year 2025 budget
stripped $55 million from the account meant
to help civil legal services providers fund their
work.

The “sweep” of the IOLA fund was wildly
unpopular in New York’s legal community. The
move drew rebuke not only from legal services
providers, but also from the New York State Bar
Association and a number of other local legal
groups.

The move also appeared to upset Ryan and
Solages, who quickly moved to introduce the
legislation aimed at preventing similar sweeps
shortly after the passage of the budget.

“[We] introduced a bill to help ensure that

Screenshot via Ryan’s office

this critical funding remains available for the
purpose that was created for,” Ryan said from
Albany on Monday. “This bill will allow IOLA
to fund its grants without having to go through
the red tape of the New York State budget pro-
cess.”

“It's not a radical idea,” he added.

The fund, which was created around four de-
cades ago, is used to support over 80 nonprofit
legal organizations throughout the Empire State
that offer civil legal services to indigent New
Yorkers.

The organizations that receive grants from
the fund account for a large portion of cases in
which a public defense attorney is needed.

Continued on page 16

Queens residents can now vote for how to spend “The People’s Money” and select proj-

ects they want to see funded by the city.
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By Ryan Schwach
Queens Daily Eagle

Queens residents again have the opportunity
to vote on what local projects the city will fund
with the return of the People’s Money, the city’s
participatory budgeting program.

The People’s Money, a citywide participato-
ry budgeting program which allows New York-
ers to vote on how they want to see city money
spent, has returned for 2024, and Queens resi-
dents can now vote on which of the 10 projects
are up for funding in the World’s Borough.

Queens residents 11 years old and up can
vote online and in person through June 12, and
will be able to pick how part of $3.5 million of
city money will be spent.

“This is the chance for Queens residents 11
and up, regardless of their citizenship status, to
decide how to spend part of the city budget,”
said Dr. Sarah Sayeed, the chair and executive
director of NYC Civic Engagement Commis-
sion, which operates the program. “Queens res-
idents know what is best for their borough, and
the ballot for Queens shows us their priorities
for this year.”

See story on page 2
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'People’s Money' voting period underway

Continued from page 1

“Projects offer meaningful ways to support
the most vulnerable of Queens residents and of-
fer concrete solutions to community challenges
like mental health, food assistance and more,”
Sayeed added. “We can’t wait to hear from New
Yorkers in the most diverse borough.”

WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT?

There are currently 10 projects potentially
slated for Queens, and voters can choose as
many of the projects as they’d like to see im-
plemented and funded. The top five vote getters
will be funded.

All the projects have a price tag of $170,000.

Most of the proposals aim to assist kids, se-
niors and immigrants in Queens.

There is a project for a Connection Resource
Center, which, according to the ballot, will help
residents find food assistance, housing, health-
care, employment and other services.

Another looks to create more mental health
programs in Queens.

With the massive influx of migrants and
asylum seekers coming to the city over the past
two years — many of them to Queens —there is a
project on the ballot to provide civic education
and financial workshops for immigrants.

In a similar vein, another project looks to
provide training for multilingual people to help
them use their skills to be a translator or inter-
preter.

Another project looks to establish a pro-
gram that would see restaurants partner with
local food pantries to provide healthy meals for
families.

There is a community safety workshop idea,
which will give locals verbal de-escalation,
physical, safety and bystander intervention
training.

There are also several projects aimed at
helping the youth of Queens.

Youth empowerment after school work-
shops are among those plans, and would serve
10 to 19-year-olds living in public housing by
providing arts and crafts, boxing, dancing, ASL
education and homework help.

Another program would create
more job training for Queens high
schoolers to help them work on re-
sumes, do mock interviews and set
them up for potential careers.

There is a green space program
which would teach youth about climate
change, planting trees and investing in
the beautification of their community.

There is also a connectivity pro-
gram, aimed to help seniors by con-
necting them with young people.

Last year, Queens led the way in
voting for projects, with 33,606 ballots
submitted — and because New York-
ers could vote for as many projects
on the ballot as they liked, there were
121,561 votes submitted by Queens
residents.

The 33,606 Queens residents who
cast their votes for the project voted
on a total of nine projects, three of
which were funded with a price tag of
$280,000.

The first place project was a youth
entrepreneurs program, which will
teach youth about opening and sustain-
ing a small business by providing basic
management and interpersonal skills
such as budgeting, hiring, marketing
and engagement.

In second place was parent support
and wellness service, which includes
childbirth education classes, infant
CPR/safety, mental health support and
support groups.

The third and final project that
received funding was an after school
workshop on lifestyle guidance for
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kids to teach them about mental and
physical health.

With just under a month left to
vote, Queens officials are encouraging
locals to get out and vote for how to
spend The People’s Money.

“Our democracy is not a spectator sport,”
said Queens Borough President Donovan Rich-

Up until June 12, Queens locals over the age of 11 can vote online and in-person for projects to
be funded by the city through “The People’s Money.”

Photo courtesy of the New York City Civic Engagement Commission

ards. Each of us has a role to play in the better-
ment of our city, and the People’s Money Par-
ticipatory Budgeting process is one we should
all take seriously. | encourage everyone to cast

Serial jewelry thief charged in Queens

By Ryan Schwach
Queens Dally Eagle

A Staten Island man was charged
in Queens Criminal Court last week
for allegedly stealing $170,000 in
jewelry from seven Queens shops
over a two-year period.

Aaron Smalls, a 39-year-old, is
facing charges after he was arrested
for allegedly hitting the shops and
stealing merchandise between Decem-
ber 2023 and February 2024, Queens
District Attorney Melinda Katz said.

According to the charges, Smalls’
asked a number of jewelry store clerks

recovered from a sweat-stained hat
the robber left behind upon fleeing the
store.

He was arrested on May 8 at the
Woodside Motel on Queens Boule-
vard by members of the Queens War-
rant Squad.

Smalls was arraigned on Thurs-
day on charges of grand larceny in the
second and fourth degrees and four
counts of grand larceny in the third
degree. He was also arraigned on a
separate complaint charging him with
robbery in the third degree, attempted
assault in the second degree and two

if he could see an expensive piece
held in a security case. Immediately
upon being handed the merchandise,
he would run out of the store, stolen
goods in hand.

From December to February, Smalls al-
legedly used this grab-and-run strategy in six
different shops in Western and Central Queens.

He allegedly stole two gold chains worth
approximately $4,369, from HR Gold and
Diamond Inc. on Roosevelt Avenue in Jack-
son Heights on Dec. 14, 2023, then another
gold chain worth approximately $2,400, from
Queens Pawn & Jewelry on Roosevelt Avenue
in Elmhurst just a week later.

Exactly a week after the EImhurst robbery,
he is accused of stealing a gold chain with a

BEHIND THE BENC

The Eagle will devote even more coverage to the court office
clerks and other workers who make our courts run.

A Staten Island man was charged for stealing jewelry from six

shops in Queens over three months.
Photo via Queens District Attorney’s Office

large pendant bearing the image of Jesus, worth
approximately $20,000, from Gold Tower USA
Inc. on Junction Boulevard in Corona on Dec.
28.

Smalls then stopped for a whole month, be-
fore allegedly nabbing two gold chains worth
approximately $9,000 from Prime Jewelers on
Jamaica Avenue in Woodhaven on Feb. 6.

Smalls has also been linked to stealing
25 other gold chains worth approximately
$120,000 from Simon and Son Jewelers on 63rd
Drive in Rego Park on Sept. 26, 2021. Smalls
was linked to the theft following DNA that was

Have someone in mind who deserves a profile?
Let us know who we should be covering.
Contact managing editor Jacob Kaye
at JacobK@queenspublicmedia.com

counts of grand larceny in the fourth
degree for allegedly punching a man
and stealing his bank card on Aug. 3,
2021, in Corona.

Smalls faces up to 15 years in prison if con-
victed. Queens Criminal Court Judge Diego
Friere ordered him to return to court on May 13.

“The defendant is accused of preying upon
local jewelry stores by committing brazen thefts
that go back to 2021,” said Katz. “My office
is committed to addressing the issue of serial
shoplifters who disproportionately contribute
to retail thefts across the borough. Ensuring the
safety of our store owners, their employees, and
customers is essential to a vibrant economy. We
can never lose sight of the fact that communities
thrive when local businesses thrive.”

a vote and support the projects they want to see
funded, so we can begin the work of making
our communities better places to live, work and

play.”
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Choose the newspaper you want sent
to your home - or your computer.

Dear Readers,

During Pandemic, with limited opportunities to pick
up our newspapers, we offered and sent print editions in
a digital format to you.

Now we can mail hard copies to your homes and business
if you prefer. Please send your request to receive
copies to Jen Hopewell (jdh@brooklyneagle.com);
please specify if you would like digital version of print
editions sent to you as well.

Our newspapers, collectively and continuously, have
been publishing for more than 600 years when you add
up all the local news service. The HEIGHTS PRESS,
BROOKLYN RECORD, and the SPECTATOR have been
publishing since the 1930s; the HOME REPORTER
since the 1950s and the PHOENIX, and the GAZETTE
since the 1970s.

BROOKLYN DAILY EAGLE, of course, goes back to 1841.

We hope you will support our efforts in local journalism.

Jen Hopewell,
Assistant to the Publisher
jdh@brooklyneagle.com
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CUNY City College president laments not breaking
up pro-Palestinian encampment sooner

By Gwynne Hogan, Luca Goldmansour
and Melanie March
THE CITY

In a series of town hall meetings with stu-
dents, faculty and staff last week, City College
President Vincent Boudreau attempted to quell
anger and frustration about his decision to deploy
the NYPD to break up a pro-Palestinian encamp-
ment on April 30, after campus police proved “in-
adequate” in his telling.

The encampment began on April 25, with
CUNY students, faculty and alumni camping out
and calling for the public university system to di-
vest from Israel amid the ongoing war in Gaza.

Boudreau, a political scientist specializing in
the politics of social movements, was arrested at
least five times while pushing for the university to
divest from South Africa as a grad student at Cor-
nell University in the 1980’s. He was one of hun-
dreds of students there arrested over the course of
several months in demonstrations that included
sit-ins and the erection of a “shanty town” where
students camped out for 65 days.

But last week he told faculty members Tues-
day that he stood by the move to clear the encamp-
ment, adding that he wished he’d done so sooner.
The remarks were made at a previously unreport-
ed online town hall meeting with faculty that was
viewed by THE CITY. Boudreau spoke to stu-
dents at a similar online town hall Wednesday af-
ternoon, which was also observed by THE CITY.

“Allowing the site to harden. That’s my one
regret,” he said. “If what you’re implying is that
we have to allow demonstrators free run of the
campus...| reject that.”

Boudreau laid out a detailed timeline of the
incidents that led him to determine the protests
had spiraled out of control, while conceding that
CUNY’s Public Safety team had been ill-equipped
to handle student demonstrations.

“We don’t have a public safety team that’s
trained in crowd control. That’s on us,” Boudreau
said.

CUNY has since approved another $4 million
to hire 100 additional private officers at City Col-
lege, with 30 of them already there to patrol the
usually open Harlem campus, he said. The emer-
gency procurement to handle “campus unrest”
through the end of the semester at a weekly cost
of $600,000 a week, follows mid-year layoffs and
expected funding cuts of more than $100 million
by the end of the year.

Tensions with CUNY public safety officers
erupted on the first day of demonstrations, when
an officer shoved a demonstrator, leading to a
tense standoff that ended when the university’s
police were pushed out of the encampment in a
central plaza.

“This was a moment when we realized how
volatile the protest was potentially and how inade-
quate our public safety team was,” Boudreau said.

After that incident, Boudreau pulled CUNY
public safety team back from the encampment for
several days, he said, despite what he described as
repeated safety concerns administrators raised, like
what he said was a “military grade” flare that set fire
to the roof of a campus building, causing $250,000
in damage on the evening of Sunday, April 28.

Tensions with public safety officers boiled
over again two days later when a splinter group of
demonstrators managed to get into a campus ad-
ministration building and briefly barricade them-
selves inside.

Outside, public safety officers unleashed a
cloud of pepper spray on demonstrators at close
range that overwhelmed at least one journalist and
possibly some of the officers using it, the CUNY
Journalism Graduate School’s NYCity News Ser-
vice reported, as two officers were treated at a hos-
pital for “pepper spray related trauma.” Bourdeau
didn’t mention that campus police used pepper
spray on demonstrators in either town hall meet-
ing with staff or students, though he did say public
safety officers had been maced.

Noah Gardy, a CUNY spokesperson, declined
to clarify if officers pepper sprayed themselves or
if there was some other source of pepper spray
that afternoon, but said that officers undergo “ex-
tensive training.”

“We are grateful to CUNY Public Safety Of-
ficers for continuing to support and protect our
campus communities,” he said.

Gregory Floyd, the President of Teamsters

Pro-Palestinian protesters at City College with CUNY police, April 25, 2024.

Local 237, the union that represents CUNY public
safety officers, said the college hasn’t had enough
peace officers for years, as he blamed Boudreau
for not calling in the NYPD sooner.

“CCNY Peace Officers have suffered numer-
ous physical and verbal attacks, including being
maced,” he said. The union deferred to the univer-
sity regarding the question of whether public safe-
ty officers pepper sprayed themselves.

“It is paramount that in emergencies of this
magnitude, that there is coordination between the
NYPD and campus Peace Officers — which the
President failed to recognize and allow.”

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg’s
office has blamed CUNY Public Safety for some
of the people arrested at City College being de-
tailed for longer than the 24-hours allowed for
under the city’s rules, saying they had failed to
hand over arrest paperwork in a timely manner.
A CUNY spokesperson didn’t return a request for
comment about that.

At a separate town hall meeting for students
that Boudreau held on Wednesday afternoon, and
which was also viewed by THE CITY, some par-
ticipants expressed concerns about the increased
patrols.

Boudreau said they would be phased out after
the end of the semester during the student town hall
Wednesday in response to a student’s concerns.

Arrest Numbers,
Encampment at Night

Over this week’s series of town halls, Bou-
dreau repeatedly asserted that non-CUNY protest-
ers had been responsible for the escalations he said
compelled him to bring in the NYPD. He also not-
ed a petition signed by some City College students
saying they didn’t feel safe coming to campus and
showed a video of a Jewish student journalist hav-
ing his yarmulke knocked off at the encampment.

Of nearly 200 people arrested inside an ad-
ministrative building and on the adjoining public
streets, 54 were CUNY faculty or staff members
and 34 were students within the CUNY’ system,
with just eight directly affiliated with City Col-

Credit: Gabriel Poblete/THE CITY

lege, according to Boudreau. Those figures don’t
appear to include CUNY alumni, who were also
involved in the demonstration.

Of those 33 arrests of people inside a campus
building that was briefly occupied by the group,
about half of them were affiliated with a CUNY
school either as a faculty or staff member, Bou-
dreau said.

“| raised that, not because | want to say, you
know, there was a vast conspiracy out there that
came in and infiltrated and so these are external
agitators. That’s not what I’m saying,” he said,
at the student town hall Wednesday afternoon.
“What I’m saying is that as a community we have
navigated this really difficult time in a way that
gave opportunities for people to protest,” he said.

“It wasn’t primarily a student demonstration,”
he told faculty the day earlier.

Boudreau asserted that the character of the en-
campment changed at night, from teach-ins, com-
munal meals and a cappella singing to a darker
and more ominous scene, citing the flares demon-
strators lit on consecutive nights.

“l don’t believe that the activities, especially
at night, were driven by City College,” he said. “I
refuse to believe that after potentially setting one
of our buildings on fire that the response the very
next night would be to double down on the place-
ment of flares inside the encampment.”

Professors during Tuesday’s town hall pushed
back during the town hall.

“l was present at the encampment during the
day and at night. | frankly reject the characteriza-
tion of the encampment as being as different or
more violent at night as it was during the day,” one
professor said.

Derek Ludovici, an adjunct internation-
al studies professor at CCNY who attended the
town hall, noted that blaming outsiders, as Mayor
Eric Adams and other top city officials have also
been quick to do with limited evidence, is a tactic
that’s been used for decades to delegitimize pro-
test movements.

“This is New York City. There is a massive
mobilization. Students are part of these various or-

CUNY police officers scuffle with pro-Palestinian protesters at City College, April 25, 2024.

Credit: Gabriel Poblete/THE CITY

ganizations, they are plugged in, and it’s a pub-
lic school,” he said. “The community was there.”

‘Exhausted, Outnumbered’

Boudreau wrote a letter to students that after-
noon, imploring them to dismantle the encamp-
ment before the start of class the next day.

“If the encampment is not voluntarily disman-
tled we will be forced to consider all legal, disci-
plinary and operational measures at our disposal,”
the warning read, offering to allow demonstrators
to reestablish the protest in a different location on
campus.

Later that evening, a splinter group of demon-
strators forced their way briefly into an adminis-
trative building, barricading themselves inside for
around 15 minutes.

“The movement to occupy that building had
nothing to do with an escalation in pressure on that
encampment, nothing to do with it,” Bourdreau
said.

“It was a move to escalation because Colum-
bia University escalated,” he said, referring to the
occupation of Hamilton Hall which had taken
place the morning ahead of the police crackdown
at both CUNY and Columbia campuses.

That night crowds of demonstrators arrived
on public streets in support of the encampment on
campus while members of the NYPD’s controver-
sial Strategic Response Group were amassing ar-
eas inside and around the campus, blocking streets
in the surrounding area beginning around 8 p.m.

Boudreau, says he didn’t formally ask the
NYPD to move in and clear the encampment until
just before midnight.

“With our public safety team, exhausted, out-
numbered, doing the best they can to keep peo-
ple out of our other buildings, truly worried about
the potential for violence, at 11:45, | made the call
for the NYPD to come in and assist in the opera-
tion,” he said.

At that point, hundreds of officers in riot gear
were already at the campus gates, entering min-
utes later.

As with the NYPD’s crackdown at Columbia,
reporters had limited access to campus when the
NYPD cleared the encampment, though videos of
physical arrests happening on the streets around
campus quickly emerged online.

A statement from the CUNY GAZA Soli-
darity Encampment, composed of current stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni, released a joint state-
ment last week claiming that the NYPD broke a
student’s ankle, broke two protesters teeth and in-
jured many others. Boudreau said at his town hall
meeting with students that he hadn’t been able to
verify those accounts.

“From what we’ve seen these stories have not
been substantiated. Not one student has come for-
ward,” he said.

“You called the cops on them. The cops hurt
them,” said Hunter College student government
president Bashir Juwara, 24, who said he was in
contact with one Hunter student who’d gotten a
concussion when police arrested him.

Khizar Imram, 21, an electrical engineering
student who serves as the vice president of financ-
es for City College student government and who
served as a liaison between administration and the
demonstrators, said while the substance of Bou-
dreau’s presentation was accurate, there were
some conspicuous omissions in the president’s ac-
count.

“He didn’t say public safety pepper-sprayed
their own students. He didn’t mention that,” he
said. “l witnessed that.”

Imran said he’d been in close contact with
Boudreau, who he said had struggled with the de-
cision to involve police.

“If it was Queens College or Baruch College
president, it would have been shut down first no
questions asked,” he said. “But because of who he
is, his history, he did not want the NYPD to be de-
ployed.”

City College reopened on Wednesday with
most classes still taught online, marking an un-
easy ending to a typically celebratory time of year.

“College is like a military ground right now.
There’s so many fences, there’s like guards every-
where,” Imram said. “It’s still like a ghost town.”

THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that
serves the people of New York.
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Binge Drinking is a Growing Public Health

By Nikki Crowley
The Conversation

With the new Amy Winehouse biop-
ic “Back to Black” in U.S. theaters as of
May 17, 2024, the late singer’s relationship
with alcohol and drugs is under scrutiny
again. In July 2011, Winehouse was found
dead in her flat in north London from
“death by misadventure” at the age of 27.
That’s the official British term used for ac-
cidental death caused by a voluntary risk.

Her blood alcohol concentration was
0.416%, more than five times the legal in-
toxication limit in the U.S. — leading her
cause of death to be later adjusted to in-
clude “alcohol toxicity” following a sec-
ond coroner’s inquest.

Nearly 13 years later, alcohol consump-
tion and binge drinking remain a major
public health crisis, not just in the U.K. but
also in the U.S.

Roughly one in five U.S. adults re-
port binge drinking at least once a week,
with an average of seven drinks per binge
episode. This Is well over the amount of al-
cohol thought to produce legal intoxica-
tion, commonly defined as a blood alcohol
concentration over 0.08% — on average,
four drinks in two hours for women, five
drinks in two hours for men.

Among women, days of “heavy drink-
ing” increased 41% during the COVID-19
pandemic compared with pre-pandemic
levels, and adult women in their 30s and
40s are rapidly increasing their rates of
binge drinking, with no evidence of these
trends slowing down. Despite efforts to
comprehend the overall biology of sub-
stance use disorders, scientists’ and physi-
cians’ understanding of the relationship be-
tween women’s health and binge drinking
has lagged behind.

I am a neurobiologist focused on un-
derstanding the chemicals and brain re-
gions that underlie addiction to alcohol. |
study how neuropeptides — unique signal-
ing molecules in the prefrontal cortex, one
of the key brain regions in decision-mak-
ing, risk-taking and reward — are altered
by repeated exposure to binge alcohol con-
sumption in animal models.

My lab focuses on understanding how
things like alcohol alter these brain sys-
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Musician Vince Gill performs at the Facing Addiction with NCADD (National Council on

Crisis: A Neurobiologist Explains
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Amy Winehouse poses for a portrait in London in 2007. When she died in 2011, her
blood alcohol level was more than five times the legal intoxication limit.

tems before diagnosable addiction, so that
we can better inform efforts toward both
prevention and treatment.

The biology of addiction

While problematic alcohol consump-
tion has likely occurred as long as alco-
hol has existed, it wasn’t until 2011 that
the American Society of Addiction Med-
icine recognized substance addiction as a
brain disorder — the same year as Wine-
house’s death. A diagnosis of an alcohol
use disorder is now used over outdated
terms such as labeling an individual as an
alcoholic or having alcoholism.

Researchers and clinicians have made
great strides in understanding how and

. v f'

Alcoholism and Drug Dependence) gala at the Rainbow Room on Monday, Oct. 8, 2018.

Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP

AP photo by Matt Dunham

why drugs — including alcohol, a drug —
alter the brain. Often, people consume a
drug like alcohol because of the rewarding
and positive feelings it creates, such as en-
joying drinks with friends or celebrating a
milestone with a loved one. But what starts
off as manageable consumption of alco-
hol can quickly devolve into cycles of ex-
cessive alcohol consumption followed by
drug withdrawal.

While all forms of alcohol consump-
tion come with health risks, binge drink-
ing appears to be particularly danger-
ous due to how repeated cycling between a
high state and a withdrawal state affect the
brain. For example, for some people, alco-
hol use can lead to “hangxiety,” the feeling
of anxiety that can accompany a hangover.

Repeated episodes of drinking and
drunkenness, coupled with withdrawal,
can spiral, leading to relapse and reuse of
alcohol. In other words, alcohol use shifts
from being rewarding to just trying to pre-
vent feeling bad.

It makes sense. With repeated alcohol
use over time, the areas of the brain en-
gaged by alcohol can shift away from those
traditionally associated with drug use and
reward or pleasure to brain regions more
typically engaged during stress and anxi-
e

All of these stages of drinking, from the
enjoyment of alcohol to withdrawal to the
cycles of craving, continuously alter the
brain and its communication pathways. Al-
cohol can affect several dozen neurotrans-
mitters and receptors, making understand-
ing its mechanism of action in the brain
complicated.

Work in my lab focuses on understand-
ing how alcohol consumption changes the
way neurons within the prefrontal cortex
communicate with each other. Neurons
are the brain’s key communicator, sending
both electrical and chemical signals within
the brain and to the rest of your body.

What we’ve found in animal models of
binge drinking is that certain subtypes of
neurons lose the ability to talk to each other
appropriately. In some cases, binge drink-
ing can permanently remodel the brain.

Why

Even after a prolonged period of absti-
nence, conversations between the neurons
don’t return to normal.

These changes in the brain can appear
even before there are noticeable changes in
behavior. This could mean that the neuro-
biological underpinnings of addiction may
take root well before an individual or their
loved ones suspect a problem with alcohol.

Researchers like us don’t yet fully un-
derstand why some people may be more
susceptible to this shift, but it likely has to
do with genetic and biological factors, as
well as the patterns and circumstances un-
der which alcohol is consumed.

Women are forgotten

While researchers are increasingly un-
derstanding the medley of biological fac-
tors that underlie addiction, there’s one
population that’s been largely overlooked
until now: women.

Women may be more likely than men to
have some of the most catastrophic health
effects caused by alcohol use, such as liver
issues, cardiovascular disease and cancer.
Middle-aged women are now at the high-
est risk for binge drinking compared with
other populations.

When women consume even moderate
levels of alcohol, their risk for various can-
cers goes up, including digestive, breast
and pancreatic cancer, among other health
problems — and even death. So the wors-
ening rates of alcohol use disorder in wom-
en prompt the need for a greater focus on
women In the research and the search for
treatments.

Yet, women have long been underrep-
resented in biomedical research.

It wasn’t until 1993 that clinical re-
search funded by the National Institutes
of Health was required to include women
as research subjects. In fact, the NIH did
not even require sex as a biological vari-
able to be considered by federally fund-
ed researchers until 2016. When women
are excluded from biomedical research, it
leaves doctors and researchers with an in-
complete understanding of health and dis-
ease, including alcohol addiction.

There is also increasing evidence that
addictive substances can interact with cy-
cling sex hormones such as estrogen and
progesterone. For instance, research has
shown that when estrogen levels are high,
like before ovulation, alcohol might feel
more rewarding, which could drive high-
er levels of binge drinking. Currently, re-
searchers don’t know the full extent of the
interaction between these natural biologi-
cal rhythms or other unique biological fac-
tors involved in women’s health and pro-
pensity for alcohol addiction.

Looking ahead

Researchers and lawmakers are rec-
ognizing the vital need for increased re-
search on women’s health. Major fed-
eral investments into women’s health
research are a vital step toward develop-
ing better prevention and treatment op-
tions for women.

While women like Amy Winehouse
may have been forced to struggle both pri-
vately and publicly with substance use dis-
orders and alcohol, the increasing focus of
research on addiction to alcohol and oth-
er substances as a brain disorder will open
new treatment avenues for those suffering
from the consequences.

Nikki Crowley is an assistant profes-
sor of biology, biomedical engineering and
pharmacology at Penn State University.
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We can even reach backseat multi-taskers

Effective ad campaigns for
Less than you spend on coffee.

Contact us about seasonal promotions online and in print.

Ask for a consultation:
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Jackie Robinson: An MVP on the Baseball Card Circuit

Chris vy, baseball card collector extraordinaire.
Photo courtesy of John Cirillo

By Andy Furman
Brooklyn Daily Eagle

It was inevitable, really. It not only was in his blood,
but in his DNA.

Chris lvy’s future was seeded at an early age.

“My dad was a coin collector when he was about 13,”
Chris Ivy told the Eagle by phone the other day. “That was
in the early *60s.”

Some 16 years later, the senior lvy started selling his
coins at auctions — and in 1982 he merged his coin galler-
ies with Heritage Auctions.

“As for me, | collected baseball cards, like most kids,”
Ivy said.

“I never thought 1’d work for Heritage,” Chris recalls,

Jackie Robinson steals home in this game against the Boston Braves at Ebbets Field in August 1948.

“But in the late “90s, when | graduated college, Heritage
bundled their coins with movie posters and comic books.

“And then I learned how to grade baseball cards,” he
said. “In 2003, | went to the Heritage ownership, and said,
‘| think we can make a dent in this baseball card busi-
ness.””

In 2004, Heritage grossed over $2 million in sales.
“Last year,” said Chris, who serves as Director of Sports
Auctions for the company, “We went over $200 million.”

In fact, the total for last year was a whopping $1.7 bil-
lion in sales.

Yes, they certainly made a dent, Chris.

Ivy lists the most popular trading cards as being Babe
Ruth, Mickey Mantle and, he says, of course Jackie Rob-
inson.

“Football, hockey and basketball cards are quite popu-
lar as well,” he said, “But baseball, being the backbone of
history and collecting, as well as generational and the old-
est sport in America, tops the list.”

And Robinson’s cards are if not on top, close to it, vy
says.

Major League Baseball honors the man who broke the
color barrier in baseball by having every player wear his
No. 42 on his back every April 15 — the day he made his
debut in 1947. That was 77 years ago, and Robinson still
resonates as one of the game’s most popular players.

Because of Jackie’s significant social contribution, not
to mention his prowess on the field, his memorabilia are
among the most sought-after on the market,” Ivy said.

So much so, Heritage Auctions’ May Spring Sports
Auction includes two classic trading cards — the 1952
Topps Jackie Robinson card and the 1954 Topps card —
both valued at $100,000; and cards from 1948, *49, *50,
’52, 54, ’55 and *56 — although not from *51 and ’53.

“There’s also a bevy of Robinson collectibles includ-
ing dozens of trading cards, as well as signed checks, au-
tographed newspaper clippings, signed baseballs, All Star
G@(rjne tickets and many more on the auction block,” vy
said.

Bidding is open now through May 16-18 by clicking
HA.com.

Ivy says grading a baseball card is “based on condition.”
And how what is the process of grading a baseball card?
“Authenticate it, make sure it’s an original and then assign
a grade per the condition,” he said.

The grades, he says, begin at 10, a “gem mint.” A
nine is mint, and the quality proceeds down to one, which
would be poor.

“A 1952 Jackie Robinson eight might sell for
$100,000,” lvy said. “Three years ago, we had a Jackie
Robinson, Grade nine. Only about a dozen such exist. And
it sold for $1 million.”

That is some steep number, considering Robinson’s
salary as a Brooklyn Dodger. In 1948 he earned $12,500,
followed by a whopping $35,000 in 1950.

AP photo

As for those baseball cards, the return is pretty good.
Ivy’s dad would be proud.

Andy Furman is a Fox Sports Radio national talk show
hoist. Previously, he was a scholastic sports columnist
for the Brooklyn Eagle. Hea may be reached at: andyf@
brooklyneagle.com Twitter: AndyFurmanFSR

1952 TOPPS
JACKIE ROBINSON

#312
NM-MT

8
67862504
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so far, drawn a high bid of $47,000.

Photo courtesy of Heritage Auctions

1954 TOPPS
JACKIE ROBINSON

QLT

I 1ACKIE ROBINSON |

MINT
9
17408181

|
1 outfield BROOKLYN DODGERS

This 1954 Jackie Robinson Topps baseball card shows him
in the field as well as his portrait.
Photo courtesy of Heritage Auctions
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' Our
World In
Pictures

KASHMIR — ‘Giving gov-
ernment the finger’ has a
different meaning here:
A man shows an ink mark on
his finger after casting his vote
during the fourth phase of In-
dia’s general election in Baba
Nagri, northeast of Srinagar,
Indian-controlled Kashmir,
Monday, May 13, 2024.

Photo: Dar Yasin/AP
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MANHATTAN — The only thing missing are ‘twiddling thumbs’ — the folded hands, like the a I I n
expression most often shown by press, is one of resigned forbearance: Republican presidential
candidate, former President Donald Trump attends his trial at Manhattan Criminal Court in New York on

Monday, May 13, 2024. Photo: Steven Hirsch/New York Post via AP, Pool
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:ﬂ’-' . e ISRAEL — Showing home country losses: A woman touches the
| G X wall with names of fallen soldiers during Israel’s annual Memorial Day
SWEDEN — Which comes first at Eurovision — the song or the spectacle? Bambie Thug of Ire- for the fallen soldiers who died in the nation’s conflicts and victims of
land performs the song Doomsday Blue during the dress rehearsal for the final at the Eurovision Song nationalistic attacks at the Armored Corps memorial site in Latrun, Isra-
Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Friday, May 10, 2024. Photo: Martin Meissner/AP  €l, Monday, May 13, 2024. Photo: Ariel Schalit/AP
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World In
Pictures

INDONESIA — Nature’s re-
venge — flooding both hot
and cold: A view of the damage
at an area badly affected by a flash
flood in Tanah Datar, West Suma-
tra, Indonesia, Monday, May 13,
2024. Heavy rains and torrents of
cold lava and mud flowing down a
volcano’s slopes on Indonesia’s Su-
matra island triggered flash floods,
causing a number of people dead
and missing, officials said Sunday.
Photo: Ali Nayaka/AP

ANAHEIM — First baseman hit in the mouth by baseball — oh, wait, that’s just bubble gum:
Kansas City Royals first baseman Salvador Perez blows a bubble during the second inning of a baseball

ITALY — Sometimes pink wins the day: Slovenia’s Pogacar Tadej cel- - L — '
ebrates winning the 8th stage of the Giro d’Italia cycling race, from Spo- BRAZIL — Nature’s revenge — fodder for the junkyard: Vehicles are partially submerged on a street
leto to Prati di Tivo, Italy, Saturday, May 11 2024 Italy. flooded by heavy rains in Sao Leopoldo, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, Saturday, May 11, 2024.

Photo: Gian Mattia D’Alberto/LaPresse via AP Photo: Andre Penner/AP

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 « BQ Daily Eagle * 9




WE SPECIALIZE IN STAINLESS STEEL LINING SYSTEMS

Always Affordable

Chimney Inc.
We do more than just sweep chimneys!

« Stainless Steel Chimney Relining Systems
« Stainless Steel Caps
* Tuck Pointing

(replacing the motar between bricks)
« Expert Masonry Repairs

Full Camera
Inspections

MUST MENTION THIS
AD WHEN SCHEDULING

YOUR APPOINTMENT
T0 HONOR THIS PRICIN

« Cleaning Fireplace and Furnace Flues
« Level I, Il and Ill Chimney Inspections
 Chimney Caps Supplied and Installed
« Violations Corrected

24 Hour Emergency Service

10%
L BRICK wop

CHIMNEY HOUS:(N%
MENTION 10 FoR sy

BOILER FLUE CLEANING

Starting at *99 for residential;
call for commercial quotes

FIREPLACE CLEANING
Starting at $299

81 East Cedar Street * Massepequa, NY 11758
855-244-6880 * 516-830-0166
www.alwaysaffordablechii y.com
Fully Licensed & Insured

Manhattan Roofing

ALL TYPES OF ROOFS

« Roofing & Waterproofing « Thorocoat Waterproof Coating

« Repair on Flat Roofs « Silicone Roofing Systems Installation
« Brick Pointing & Repair « Installation & Repair of Shingle Roofs
« Rubber Roof Installation « Repair & Roof Coating of All Types

« Leak Detection & Repair « Skylight & Hatch Replacement

Our company is a family owned and
operated company.

We stand by all our work and strive to give
you the job your hard-earned money
has paid for.

All our work backed by warranties
and your satisfaction is guaranteed.

A+ Better Business Bureau Rating
20% OFF with this ad
Call for FREE Estimates Today!

Licensed | Bonded | Insured | manhattanroofs.com. FIND US ON NYC HIC
800.590.1309 s | Lic# 2034648

447 Broadway, 2nd FL #264, New York, NY 10013
67-43 Myrtle Ave, Glendale, NY 11385

718.489.4044

k\.\ u h!.'!),-

CONCRETE & BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS

Residential - Commercial - Industrial

B. CORONA CONSTRUCTION CORP.
Specializing in:
Brick & Block (Patio)

Sidewalks, Driveways, Stoops
Handicap Ramps

__________

__________

* Senior Discount
* Free Estimate
LIC # 2105271

CALL 917-500-0285

Interlock Brick Paving
Brick Pointing, Carpentry, Basements,
Roofing & Waterproofing

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

* Tree Removal

Land Clearing °
Fertilization *

Topping *

* Planting
* Stumps

FREE ESTIMATES
Lic./Ins.

FRANCISCO'S TREE SERVICE
0: (516) 546-4971 | C: (516) 852-5415

NEW HEIGHTS CONSTRUCTION LLC

GEER DTS PRG:
Dey  Ha

NS
SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS

Waterproofing, Gutters, Soffit & Fascia Repair, and more!

FENCES, DECKS & AWNINGS
Wood Cedar, PVC, Stainless Steel, Chain Link,
Pressure Treated & Composite Decking

KITCHEN & BATH

Complete Renovation And Remodeling,
Expert Tile, Granite & Quartz

MASONRY WORK
Concrete Sidewalk Violation, Porches, Brick & Granite,
Steps Paver Stones, Brick Pointing, Stucco, etc.

INTERIOR FLOORING & PAINTING

5 SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN

FOR PERSONALIZED SERVICE & BEST PRICES
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER, MASTERCARD)

CALL 917-642-0195
800-525-5102 ¢ 718-707-0044

NewHeightsConstructionNYC@gmail.com

NEWHEIGHTSCONSTRUCTIONLLC.com

NYC Lic# 1191201

MARIO'S
PAINTING & PLASTERING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
SHEETROCK ° TILEWORK ¢ TAPING

WALLPAPER (INSTALL & REMOVE)
HOME IMPROVEMENT
BEST PRICES - 30 YEARS EXP.
FREE ESTIMATES - NEAT & RELIABLE

347-423-6252

Lici#: 1467349

TO PLACE A LEGAL AD
Contact Gina Ong,
Legal Advertising Manager

Legals@queenspublicmedia.com

GOOGLE
& ) Mhns

.
BBBE

%homas James

BOORING &
WARBERPROORING

* Roofing * Waterproofing
* New Roofs * Roof Repairs
e Flat Roof Specialist
e Coatings ¢ Senior Discounts

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-416-9299 %

Lic.& Ins #2045162-DCA.
tj.roofingandwaterproofing@yahoo.com

For Legal Advertising in the Queens Daily
Eagle and assistance filing notices

Contact Gina Ong, Legal Advertising Manager
Legals@queenspublicmedia.com
718-422-7402

For name changes, contact Kat Ramus:
917-597-6232
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Star witness Michael Cohen implicates

By Michael R. Sisak, Jill Colvin,
Eric Tucker and Jake Offenhartz
Associated Press

Donald Trump’s fixer-turned-foe, Michael
Cohen, directly implicated the former president in
a hush money scheme Monday;, telling jurors that
his celebrity client approved hefty payouts to sti-
fle stories about sex that he feared could be harm-
ful to his 2016 White House campaign.

“You handle it,” Cohen quoted Trump as tell-
ing him after learning that a doorman had come
forward with a claim that Trump had fathered a
child out-of-wedlock. The Trump Tower doorman
was paid $30,000 to keep the story “off the mar-
ket” even though the claim was ultimately deemed
unfounded.

A similar episode occurred after Cohen alert-
ed Trump that a Playboy model was alleging that
she and Trump had an extramarital affair. Again,
the order was clear: “Make sure it doesn’t get re-
leased,” Cohen said Trump told him. The woman,
Karen McDougal, was paid $150,000 in a hush
money arrangement that was made after Trump
was given a “complete and total update on every-
thing that transpired.”

“What | was doing was at the direction of and
benefit of Mr. Trump,” Cohen testified.

Cohen, Trump’s former lawyer and person-
al fixer, is by far the Manhattan district attor-
ney’s most important witness in the case, and his
much-awaited appearance on the stand signaled
that the first criminal trial of a former American
president is entering its final stretch.

The testimony of a witness with such intimate
knowledge of Trump’s activities could heighten
the legal exposure of the presumptive Republi-
can presidential nominee if jurors deem him suf-
ficiently credible. But prosecutors’ reliance on
a witness with such a checkered past — Cohen
pleaded guilty to federal charges related to the
payments — also carries sizable risks with a jury.
In addition, it could be a boon to Trump political-
ly as he raises money off his legal woes and paints
the case as the product of a tainted criminal jus-
tice system.

Though jurors have heard from others about
the tabloid industry practice of “catch-and-kill,” in
which rights to a story are purchased so that it can
then be quashed, Cohen’s testimony is crucial to
prosecutors because of his proximity to Trump and
because he says he was in direct communication
with the then-candidate about embarrassing stories
he was scrambling to prevent from surfacing.

Besides payments to the doorman and to Mc-
Dougal, another sum went to porn actor Stormy
Daniels, who told jurors last week that the
$130,000 she received was meant to prevent her
from going public about a sexual encounter she
says she had with Trump in a hotel suite a decade
earlier.

Cohen also matters because the reimburse-
ments he received from that payment form the

Trump In hus

basis of the charges against Trump — 34 felony
counts of falsifying business records. Prosecutors
say the reimbursements were logged, falsely, as
legal expenses to conceal the payments’ true pur-
pose.

Cohen gave jurors an insider account of his
negotiations with David Pecker, the then-publish-
er of the National Enquirer, and the newspaper’s
top editor about suppressing stories harmful to
Trump, an effort that took on added urgency fol-
lowing the October 2016 disclosure of an “Access
Hollywood” recording in which Trump was heard
boasting about grabbing women sexually.

The Daniels payment was finalized several
weeks after that revelation, but much of Monday’s
testimony centered on the deal earlier that fall with
McDougal.

Pecker earlier testified that he had pledged
to be the “eyes and ears” of the Trump campaign
and was such a loyalist that he told Cohen that his
publication maintained a “file drawer or a locked
drawer as he described it, where files related to
Mr. Trump were located,” according to testimo-
ny Monday.

Cohen testified that he went to Trump imme-
diately after the National Enquirer alerted him to
a story about the alleged McDougal affair. “Make
sure it doesn’t get released,” he says Trump told
him.

Trump checked in with Pecker about the mat-
ter, asking him how “things were going” with it
Cohen said. Pecker responded: “’We have this un-
der control, and we’ll take care of this,”” Cohen
testified.

Cohen also said he was with Trump as Trump
spoke to Pecker on a speakerphone in his Trump
Tower office.

“David stated it would cost $150,000 to con-
trol the story,” Cohen said. He quoted Trump as
saying: “No problem, I’ll take care of it,” meaning
that the payments be reimbursed.

To lay the foundation that the deals were done
with Trump’s endorsement, prosecutors elicited
testimony from Cohen — who spent a decade as a
Trump Organization senior executive — designed
to show Trump as a hands-on manager on whose
behalf Cohen said he sometimes lied and bullied
others, including reporters.

“When he would task you with something, he
would then say, ‘Keep me informed. Let me know
what’s going on,”” Cohen testified. He said that
was especially true “if there was a matter that was
troubling to him.”

“If he learned of it in another manner, that
wouldn’t go over well for you,” Cohen testified.

Defense lawyers have teed up a bruising
cross-examination of Cohen, telling jurors during
opening statements that he’s an “admitted liar”
with an “obsession to get President Trump.”

Prosecutors are expected to try to blunt those
attacks by eliciting detailed testimony from Co-
hen about his past crimes. They have also called

1 money case
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Michael Cohen testifies on the witness stand with a National Enquirer cover story about
Donald Trump displayed on a screen in Manhattan criminal court, Monday, May 13,
2024, in New York.

Elizabeth Williams via AP

Michael Cohen leaves his apartment building on his way to Manhattan criminal court,

Monday, May 13, 2024, in New York.

other witnesses whose accounts, they hope, will
buttress Cohen’s testimony. Those witnesses in-
cluded a lawyer who negotiated the hush money
payments on behalf of Daniels and McDougal, as
well as Pecker and Daniels.

Trump sat silently with his eyes closed as Co-
hen’s testimony covered the payoff to the door-

Former President Donald Trump returns to the courtroom after a break at Manhattan criminal court, Monday, May 13, 2024, in New

York.

AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool

AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson

man and other aspects of the hush money mach-
inations. He did not appear to make eye contact
with Cohen as the lawyer took the stand.

Cohen’s role as star prosecution witness fur-
ther cements the disintegration of a mutually ben-
eficial relationship that was once so close that the
attorney famously said he would “take a bullet for
Trump.” After Cohen’s home and office were raid-
ed by the FBI in 2018, Trump showered him with
affection on social media, praising him as a “fine
person with a wonderful family” and predicting
— incorrectly — that Cohen would not “flip.”

Months later, Cohen did exactly that, plead-
ing guilty that August to federal campaign-finance
charges in which he implicated Trump. By that
point, the relationship was irrevocably broken,
with Trump posting on the social media platform
then known as Twitter: “If anyone is looking for
a good lawyer, I would strongly suggest that you
don’t retain the services of Michael Cohen!”

Cohen later admitted lying to Congress about
a Moscow real estate project that he had pursued
on Trump’s behalf during the heat of the 2016 Re-
publican campaign. He said he lied to be consis-
tent with Trump’s “political messaging.”

Defense lawyers are expected to exploit all the
challenges that accompany a witness like Cohen.
Besides portraying him as untrustworthy, they’re
also expected to cast him as vindictive, vengeful
and agenda-driven.

Since their fallout, Cohen has emerged as a
relentless and sometimes crude critic of Trump,
appearing as recently as last week in a live Tik-
Tok wearing a shirt featuring a figure resembling
Trump with his hands cuffed, behind bars. The
judge on Friday urged prosecutors to tell him to
refrain from making any more statements about
the case or Trump.
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NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, WILMINGTON  SAVINGS
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTI-
ANA TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT
AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM MORT-
GAGE ACQUISITION TRUST, PLAIN-
TIFF, VS. THERESA SOTO, ET AL, DE-
FENDANT(S). PURSUANT TO A
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE AND
SALE DULY ENTERED ON DECEMBER
12,2023, 1, THE UNDERSIGNED REFER-
EE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON
THE OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 88-11
SUTPHIN  BOULEVARD, JAMAICA,
NY 11435 ON JUNE 7, 2024 AT 10:45
A.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS 3036 91ST
STREET, EAST ELMHURST, NY 11369.
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BE-
ING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY
OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW
YORK, BLOCK 1388 AND LOT 24. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT
IS $571,426.58 PLUS INTEREST AND
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECTTO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX #706294/2013. CASH
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE REFER-
EE SHALL COMPLY WITH THE ELEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S COVID-19
POLICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE'S
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIV-
IL TERM WEBSITE. ARTHUR W. GREIG,
ESQ., REFEREE KNUCKLES, KOMOS-
INSKI' & MANFRO, LLP, 120 WHITE
PLAINS ROAD, SUITE 215, TARRY-
TOWN, NEW YORK 10591, ATTORNEYS

FOR PLAINTIFF
#216820

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, EMIGRANT BANK AS SUC-
CESSOR-BY-MERGER TO EMIGRANT
SAVINGS BANK - BROOKLYN/QUEENS,
PLAINTIFF, VS. CLAUDE BECKFORD,
ET AL, DEFENDANT(S). PURSUANT
TO A JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE
AND SALE DULY ENTERED ON OC-
TOBER 2, 2023, I, THE UNDERSIGNED
REFEREE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION ON THE OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE
QUEENS COUNTY SUPREME COURT,
88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAI-
CA, NY 11435 ON JUNE 14, 2024 AT
10:15 A.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS
116-38 194TH STREET, SAINT AL-
BANS, NY 11412. ALL THAT CERTAIN
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND,
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE,
LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH
AND COUNTY OF QUEENS, CITY AND
STATE OF NEW YORK, BLOCK 11064
AND LOT 78. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT
OF JUDGMENT IS $250,311.48 PLUS
INTEREST AND COSTS. PREMISES
WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVI-
SIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT INDEX
#720792/2019. THE REFEREE SHALL
COMPLY WITH THE ELEVENTH JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT'S COVID-19 POL-
ICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE'S
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIV-
IL TERM WEBSITE. NICHOLAS PERC-
IBALLI, ESQ., REFEREE BORCHERT &
LASPINA, P.C,, 19-02 WHITESTONE EX-
PRESSWAY, SUITE 302, WHITESTONE,
NEW YORK 11357, ATTORNEYS FOR

PLAINTIFF
#217302

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, WILMINGTON TRUST, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE OF MFRA TRUST 2014-2,
PLAINTIFF, VS. DESIREE HIGGINS, DE-
FENDANT(S). PURSUANT TO AN OR-
DER CONFIRMING REFEREE REPORT
AND JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE
AND SALE DULY ENTERED ON APRIL
24,2023, |, THE UNDERSIGNED REFER-
EE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON
THE OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 88-11
SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY
11435 ON JUNE 14, 2024 AT 12:00
P.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS 13431
161ST STREET, JAMAICA, NY 11434,
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THERE-
ON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND
BEING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF
NEW YORK, BLOCK 12300 AND LOT 57.
APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDG-
MENT IS $931,520.32 PLUS INTEREST
AND COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED
JUDGMENT INDEX #704044/2015.
THE REFEREE SHALL COMPLY WITH
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT'S
COVID-19 POLICIES CONCERNING
PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF FORECLOSED
PROPERTIES. THESE  POLICIES,
ALONG WITH THE QUEENS COUN-
TY FORECLOSURE’S AUCTION RULES,
CAN BE FOUND ON THE QUEENS SU-
PREME COURT - CIVIL TERM WEB-
SITE. MARTHATAYLOR, ESQ., REFEREE
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP, 85 BROAD
STREET, SUITE 501, NEW YORK, NEW
YORK 10004, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-

TIFF FIRM FILE NO.: 191199-1
#217320

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC, PLAINTIFF, VS. ANY
AND ALL KNOWN OR UNKNOWN
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGN-
EES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING
AN INTEREST BY, THROUGH, UNDER
OR AGAINST THE ESTATE OF ALICE
HAWK, ET AL., DEFENDANT(S). PUR-
SUANT TO AN ORDER CONFIRMING
REFEREE REPORT, AMENDING THE
CAPTION AND JUDGMENT OF FORE-
CLOSURE AND SALE DULY ENTERED
ON OCTOBER 17, 2023, I, THE UNDER-
SIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION ON THE OUTSIDE STEPS
OF THE QUEENS COUNTY SUPREME
COURT, 88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD,
JAMAICA, NY 11435 ON JUNE 14, 2024
AT 12:00 P.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS
10020 93RD AVENUE, RICHMOND
HILL, NY 11418. ALL THAT CERTAIN
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND,
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE,
LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH
AND COUNTY OF QUEENS, CITY AND
STATE OF NEW YORK, BLOCK 9306
AND LOT 59. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT
OF JUDGMENT IS $363,235.69 PLUS
INTEREST AND COSTS. PREMISES
WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVI-
SIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT INDEX
#711218/2018. THE REFEREE SHALL
COMPLY WITH THE ELEVENTH JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT'S COVID-19 POL-
ICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE'S
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIVIL
TERM WEBSITE. CHARLANE BROWN,
ESQ., REFEREE GREENSPOON MARD-
ER, 1345 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS,
SUITE 2200, NEW YORK, NY 10105, AT-

TORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
#217365

NOTICE OF SALE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
(BROOKLYN) ~ GREEN ~ MOUNTAIN
HOLDINGS (CAYMAN) LTD,; PLAINTIFF
V.JAMES MCEACHERN, ET AL; DEFEN-
DANTS. ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF:
HASBANI & LIGHT, P.C,, 450 7TH AVE,
SUITE 1408, NY, NY 10123; (212) 643-
6677 PURSUANT TO JUDGMENT OF
FORECLOSURE AND SALE GRANT-
ED HEREIN ON 4/17/24, | WILL SELL
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGH-
EST BIDDER AT THE EDNY-BROOKLYN,
225 CADMAN PLAZA EAST, BROOK-
LYN, NY 11201. ON JUNE 13, 2024,
AT 12:30 PM. PREMISES KNOWN AS
225-06 MENTONE AVENUE, SPRING-
FIELD GARDENS, NY 11413 BLOCK:
13193 LOT: 3 ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT,
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITU-
ATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE BOR-
OUGH OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE
OF NEW YORK. AS MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED IN THE JUDGMENT
OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE. SOLD
SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE TERMS AND
CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN SAID
JUDGMENT AND TERMS OF SALE. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT:
$442,463.13 PLUS INTEREST AND
COSTS. DOCKET NUMBER: 1:22-CV-
00858-NGG-TAM SUSAN RIZOS, ESQ,,

REFEREE
#217515

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, US BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE
FOR TRUMAN 2016 SC6 TITLE TRUST,
PLAINTIFF, VS. NOEMI TARIO, DEFEN-
DANT(S). PURSUANT TO A JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE
DULY ENTERED ON JUNE 22, 2023, |,
THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE
OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 88-11
SUTPHIN  BOULEVARD, JAMAICA,
NY 11435 ON JUNE 7, 2024 AT 10:45
AM., PREMISES KNOWN AS 129-37
153RD STREET, JAMAICA, NY 11434,
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THERE-
ON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND
BEING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF
NEW YORK, BLOCK 12258 AND LOT
8. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDG-
MENT IS $615,979.90 PLUS INTEREST
AND COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED
JUDGMENT INDEX #714497/2016.
THE REFEREE SHALL COMPLY WITH
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT'S
COVID-19 POLICIES CONCERNING
PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF FORECLOSED
PROPERTIES. THESE POLICIES, ALONG
WITH THE QUEENS COUNTY FORE-
CLOSURE'S AUCTION RULES, CAN BE
FOUND ON THE QUEENS SUPREME
COURT - CIVIL TERM WEBSITE. ELIZA-
BETH GILL, ESQ.,, REFEREE FRIEDMAN
VARTOLO LLP, 85 BROAD STREET,
SUITE 501, NEW YORK, NEW YORK
10004, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

FIRM FILE NO.: 171137-1
#217187

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, WILMINGTON  SAVINGS
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTI-
ANA TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT
AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM MORT-
GAGE ACQUISITION TRUST, PLAIN-
TIFF, VS. PARBOTTIE RODRIGUEZ,
ET AL, DEFENDANT(S). PURSUANT
TO AN ORDER CONFIRMING REF-
EREE REPORT AND JUDGMENT OF
FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY EN-
TERED ON FEBRUARY 2, 2022, |, THE
UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL
AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE OUT-
SIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS COUN-
TY SUPREME COURT, 88-11 SUTPHIN
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435 ON
JUNE 7, 2024 AT 11:00 A.M., PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 115-36 122ND STREET,
SOUTH OZONE PARK, NY 11420. ALL
THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILDINGS
AND  IMPROVEMENTS  THEREON
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BE-
ING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY
OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW
YORK, BLOCK 11665 AND LOT 24. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT
IS $749,851.58 PLUS INTEREST AND
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX #705214/2017. CASH
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE REFER-
EE SHALL COMPLY WITH THE ELEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S COVID-19
POLICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE'S
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIV-
IL TERM WEBSITE. BRANDI P. KLINE-
BERG, ESQ., REFEREE KNUCKLES &
MANFRO, LLP, 120 WHITE PLAINS
ROAD, SUITE 215, TARRYTOWN, NEW
YORK 10591, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-

TIFF
#216850

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, AJAX MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST 2018-C, MORTGAGE-BACKED
SECURITIES, SERIES 2018-C, BY US.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
INDENTURE  TRUSTEE,  PLAINTIFF,
VS. RONALD MICHEL, ET AL, DE-
FENDANT(S). PURSUANT TO AN OR-
DER CONFIRMING REFEREE REPORT
AND JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE
AND SALE DULY ENTERED ON APRIL
30, 2020, |, THE UNDERSIGNED REF-
EREE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION ON THE OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE
QUEENS COUNTY SUPREME COURT,
88-11 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAI-
CA, NY 11435 ON JUNE 14, 2024 AT
10:00 A.M., PREMISES KNOWN AS
141-09 185TH STREET A/K/A 14109
185TH STREET, SPRINGFIELD GAR-
DENS, NY 11413. ALL THAT CERTAIN
PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND,
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE,
LYING AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH
AND COUNTY OF QUEENS, CITY AND
STATE OF NEW YORK, BLOCK 13057
AND LOT 44. APPROXIMATE AMOUNT
OF JUDGMENT IS $744,039.68 PLUS
INTEREST AND COSTS. PREMISES
WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO PROVI-
SIONS OF FILED JUDGMENT INDEX
#717391/2017. THE REFEREE SHALL
COMPLY WITH THE ELEVENTH JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT'S COVID-19 POL-
ICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE'S
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIV-
IL TERM WEBSITE. FEARONCE G. LA
LANDE, ESQ, REFEREE FRIEDMAN
VARTOLO LLP, 85 BROAD STREET,
SUITE 501, NEW YORK, NEW YORK
10004, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF.

FIRM FILE NO. 190128-1
#217578
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Attorney says settlement being
considered in NCAA antitrust case
could withstand future challenges

By Ralph D. Russo
Associated Press

One of the lead attorneys
in a class-action antitrust law-
suit against the NCAA said
Monday that settlement talks
are progressing as a deadline
looms next week for the or-
ganization and major confer-
ences to agree to a deal that
would cost billions in damag-
es and set up a groundbreaking
revenue-sharing system with
college athletes.

“I'm hearing that things
are going well in terms of both
sides getting ready to approve
this,” Steve Berman, a Seat-
tle-based attorney for the plain-
tiffs, told The Associated Press.

Berman would not confirm
details of the possible agree-
ment, but said a settlement
would create a new framework
for paying college athletes that
he believes could withstand
future antitrust challenges.

“The rules prohibiting out-
right restrictions on (name,
image and likeness) and other
compensation payments will
be greatly modified such that
they probably can satisfy a
pro-competitive justification,”
said Berman, who has won
several other cases against the
NCAA, including the Alston
case that went before the Su-
preme Court.

College sports leaders have
been pleading for help from
Congress to regulate NIL com-
pensation since even before the
NCAA lifted its ban on athletes
being permitted to earn money
for sponsorship and endorse-
ment deals in 2021.

NCAA President Charlie
Baker, who was at the ACC
spring meetings in Amelia Is-
land, Florida, on Monday, said
a settlement could change the
conversation with federal law-
makers about athlete compen-
sation.

“The other thing it does is
create predictability and sta-
bility for schools," Baker told
reporters. "But it also creates
a tremendous opportunity for
student-athletes,  especially
with the schools that are most
heavily resourced.”

The settlement being con-
sidered would have the NCAA
paying about $2.9 billion in
damages. Schools in the At-
lantic Coast Conference, Big
Ten, Big 12 and Southeastern
Conference would agree to
commit about $300 million
each over 10 years, most of
which would be redirected to
current athletes.

The settlement would cre-
ate a revenue-sharing system
that would allow — but not re-
quire — each school to share
about 22% of athletics revenue
per year with all athletes, with
a possible cap of about $25
million — though that num-
ber would rise as revenue in-
creased. The plan is similar to
revenue sharing in profession-
al sports leagues, though those
athletes collectively bargain
through a union.

“There is a set amount
that goes to the players from

the broadcast revenues, it’s
capped,” Berman said. “This is
really going to be no different.”

The plaintiffs gave the
NCAA and conferences un-
til May 23 to agree to a deal,
according to a person famil-
iar with the negotiations who
spoke to the AP on condition
of anonymity because details
of the talks were not being
made public.

The NCAA needs approv-
al from its board of governors
and each conference needs its
presidential board to sign off
on a deal. Baker would not
commit to a deadline.

Berman is leading House
vs. the NCAA, but the settle-
ment could cover three other
antitrust claims against the
association and major college
conferences as well. Hubbard
vs. the NCAA, Carter vs. the
NCAA and Fontenot vs. the
NCAA all challenge rules re-
garding compensation of col-
lege athletes.

House is set to go to tri-
al in the Northern District of
California in January in front
of Judge Claudia Wilken, who
ruled on Alston and the O'Ban-
non name, image and likeness
case.

If the parties agree to set-
tle, it would still need prelim-
inary approval from Wilken.
Then athletes who are part of
the class would be notified of
the terms of the deal and given
the right to challenge it.

House, brought by for-
mer Arizona State swimmer
Graham House, is asking for
athletes who were denied the
ability to earn money off NIL
deals to be awarded damages,
dating to 2016. The suit also
makes the case that revenue
earned by conferences and the
NCAA through television con-
tracts should be deemed NIL
compensation and shared with
athletes.

Berman said the settlement
would allow future college
athlete to challenge it.

“The way we’re going to
set this up is that every new
NCAA athlete will get a copy
of the class notice, in terms of
the settlement, and there will
be a yearly hearing set where
anybody who wants to object
can come forward and object,”
Berman said.

The settlement will not re-
solve whether college athletes
should be deemed employees
and allowed to unionize. There
is a separate antitrust lawsuit
in Pennsylvania dealing with
that. Plus, a recent ruling by a
regional National Labor Rela-
tions Board director paved the
way for members of the Dart-
mouth men's basketball team
to vote to join a union while
a similar effort is being heard
involving athletes at Southern
California.

“This settlement doesn't
touch that,” Berman said. “But
in terms of changing the rules
to make it fair for student-ath-
letes to share in the compen-
sation, | think if this goes for-
ward it settles that.”

To Place  legal ad contact Gina Osnovich,
legal advertising manager at Legals@queenspublicmedia.com
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NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, U.S. BANK TRUST NATION-
AL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR VRMTG AS-
SET TRUST, PLAINTIFF, VS. STANLEY
CHUNG A. HING A/K/A STANLEY C.
HING IF LIVING, AND IF HE/SHE BE
DEAD, ANY AND ALL PERSONS UN-
KNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, ET AL., DEFEN-
DANT(S). PURSUANT TO AN ORDER
AMENDING CAPTION, CONFIRMING
REFEREE'S REPORT AND JUDGMENT
OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE DULY
ENTERED ON MARCH 13, 2024, |, THE
UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL SELL
AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE OUT-
SIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS COUN-
TY SUPREME COURT, 88-11 SUTPHIN
BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY 11435 ON
JUNE 7, 2024 AT 11:45 A.M., PREMIS-
ES KNOWN AS 104-53 121ST STREET,
SOUTH RICHMOND HILL, NY 11419.
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BE-
ING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY
OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF NEW
YORK, BLOCK 9575 AND LOT 52. AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT
IS $300,339.78 PLUS INTEREST AND
COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD SUB-
JECTTO PROVISIONS OF FILED JUDG-
MENT INDEX #709309/2019. CASH
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE REFER-
EE SHALL COMPLY WITH THE ELEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S COVID-19
POLICIES CONCERNING PUBLIC AUC-
TIONS OF FORECLOSED PROPERTIES.
THESE POLICIES, ALONG WITH THE
QUEENS COUNTY FORECLOSURE'S
AUCTION RULES, CAN BE FOUND ON
THE QUEENS SUPREME COURT - CIVIL
TERM WEBSITE. ERIC D. SUBIN, ESQ,
REFEREE ~ KNUCKLES, KOMOSINSKI
& MANFRO, LLP, 120 WHITE PLAINS
ROAD, SUITE 215, TARRYTOWN, NEW
YORK 10591, ATTORNEYS FOR PLAIN-

TIFF
#217103

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF
QUEENS, AJAX MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST 2021-D, MORTGAGE-BACKED
SECURITIES, SERIES 2021-D, BY US.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
INDENTURE TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF, VS.
JAMES RICHARDS, ET AL, DEFEN-
DANT(S). PURSUANT TO A JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE AND SALE
DULY ENTERED ON APRIL 4, 2024, |,
THE UNDERSIGNED REFEREE WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE
OUTSIDE STEPS OF THE QUEENS
COUNTY SUPREME COURT, 88-11
SUTPHIN BOULEVARD, JAMAICA, NY
11435 ON JUNE 14, 2024 AT 12:00
PM., PREMISES KNOWN AS 165-28
144TH AVENUE, JAMAICA, NY 11434,
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THERE-
ON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND
BEING IN THE BOROUGH AND COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, CITY AND STATE OF
NEW YORK, BLOCK 13270 AND LOT 40.
APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDG-
MENT IS $736,323.12 PLUS INTEREST
AND COSTS. PREMISES WILL BE SOLD
SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS OF FILED
JUDGMENT INDEX  #715033/2020.
THE REFEREE SHALL COMPLY WITH
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT’S
COVID-19 POLICIES CONCERNING
PUBLIC AUCTIONS OF FORECLOSED
PROPERTIES. THESE POLICIES, ALONG
WITH THE QUEENS COUNTY FORE-
CLOSURE'S AUCTION RULES, CAN
BE FOUND ON THE QUEENS SU-
PREME COURT - CIVIL TERM WEB-
SITE. IRA BENJAMIN WARSHAWSKY,
ESQ., REFEREE FRIEDMAN VARTO-
LO LLP, 85 BROAD STREET, SUITE 501,
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10004, ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFF. FIRM FILE NO.

201411-1
#217483

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A,, AS TRUST-
EE FORTHE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF
THE MERRILL LYNCH MORTGAGE IN-
VESTORS TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN
ASSET-BACKED  CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2005-HE3, PLAINTIFF, -AGAINST-
WAVENY ALEXANDER AKA WAVENY
AGATH ALEXANDER AKA WAVENY
A. ALEXANDER INDIVIDUALLY, AD-
MINISTRATOR AND EIR TO THE ES-
TATE OF EGBERT ALEXANDER, TINA
ALEXANDER, SHANEZA  ALEXAN-
DER, TYRONE ALEXANDER INDIVID-
UALLY AND AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE
OF EGBERT ALEXANDER, JAEL ALEX-
ANDER INDIVIDUALLY AND AS HEIR
TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT ALEXAN-
DER, JOHN ALEXANDER INDIVIDUAL-
LY AND AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF
EGBERT ALEXANDER, DORELL ALEX-
ANDER INDIVIDUALLY AND AS HEIR
TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT ALEXAN-
DER, ONEAL C. ALEXANDER INDIVID-
UALLY AND AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE
OF EGBERT ALEXANDER IF LIVING
AND IF ANY BE DEAD, ANY AND ALL
PERSONS WHO ARE SPOUSES, WID-
OWS, GRANTEES, MORTGAGEES,
LIENOR, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES, OR SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST
OF SUCH OF THE ABOVE AS MAY BE
DEAD, AND THEIR SPOUSES, HEIRS,
DEVISEES, DISTRIBUTEES AND SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST, ALL OF WHOM
AND WHOSE NAMES AND PLACES
OF RESIDENCES ARE UNKNOWN TO
PLAINTIFF, EGBERT B. ALEXANDER
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT
ALEXANDER, TERRENCE ALEXANDER
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT
ALEXANDER, BRENT ALEXANDER AS
HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT AL-
EXANDER IF LIVING AND IF ANY BE
DEAD, ANY AND ALL PERSONS WHO
ARE SPOUSES, WIDOWS, GRANTEES,
MORTGAGEES, LIENOR, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, DISTRIBUTEES, OR SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST OF SUCH OF THE
ABOVE AS MAY BE DEAD, AND THEIR
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST,
ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES
AND PLACES OF RESIDENCES ARE
UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, HAZEL AL-
EXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF
EGBERT ALEXANDER, MICHELLE AL-
EXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF
EGBERT ALEXANDER, TESHINA JADE
ALEXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE
OF EGBERT ALEXANDER, ANTHO-
NY ALEXANDER AS HEIR TO THE ES-
TATE OF EGBERT ALEXANDER IF LIV-
ING AND IF ANY BE DEAD, ANY AND
ALL PERSONS WHO ARE SPOUSES,
WIDOWS, GRANTEES, MORTGAGEES,
LIENOR, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES, OR SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST
OF SUCH OF THE ABOVE AS MAY BE
DEAD, AND THEIR SPOUSES, HEIRS,
DEVISEES, DISTRIBUTEES AND SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST, ALL OF WHOM
AND WHOSE NAMES AND PLACES
OF RESIDENCES ARE UNKNOWN TO
PLAINTIFF, EON SHANE ALEXANDER
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT
ALEXANDER, DELON ALEXANDER AS
HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF EGBERT AL-
EXANDER AND EGBERT ALEXAN-
DER’S, UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW,
NEXT-OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES,
DEVISEES, LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST AND GENERALLY
ALL PERSONS HAVING OR CLAIMING
UNDER, BY OR THROUGH SAID DE-
FENDANT WHO MAY BE DECEASED,
BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR
OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN THE REAL PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT HERE-
IN,, ADVERLIGHT COLLECTIONS, INC,,
CRIMINAL COURT OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK, NEW YORK CITY ENVI-
RONMENTAL CONTROL BOARD, NEW
YORK CITY PARKING VIOLATIONS BU-
REAU, NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AD-

JUDICATION BUREAU, UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, NEW YORK STATE DE-
PARTMENT OF TAXATION AND Fl-
NANCE, UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA-INTERNAL REVENUE  SERVICE,
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION AND FINANCE, CAVAL-
RY SPV | LLC, LR CREDIT 10, LLC, DE-
FENDANTS. INDEX NO. 703843/2021
SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
PLAINTIFF  DESIGNATES  QUEENS
COUNTY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL.
VENUE IS BASED UPON THE COUN-
TY IN WHICH THE MORTGAGE PREM-
ISES IS SITUATED. TO THE ABOVE
NAMED DEFENDANT(S): YOU ARE
HEREBY SUMMONED TO ANSWER
THE COMPLAINT IN THIS ACTION
AND TO SERVE A COPY OF YOUR AN-
SWER OR, IF THE COMPLAINT IS NOT
SERVED WITH THIS SUMMONS, TO
SERVE A NOTICE OF APPEARANCE
ON THE ATTORNEYS FOR THE PLAIN-
TIFF WITHIN TWENTY (20) DAYS AF-
TER SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS, EX-
CLUSIVE OF THE DAY OF SERVICE (OR
WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER SER-
VICE IS COMPLETE IF THIS SUMMONS
IS NOT PERSONALLY DELIVERED
TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE OF NEW
YORK). IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE
TO APPEAR OR ANSWER, JUDGMENT
WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU BY DE-
FAULT FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN
THE COMPLAINT. NOTICE OF NATURE
OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE
OBJECT OF THE ABOVE CAPTIONED
ACTION IS TO FORECLOSE A MORT-
GAGE TO SECURE $491,200.00 AND
INTEREST, RECORDED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE CLERK OF THE COUN-
TY OF QUEENS ON JUNE 17, 2005, IN
BOOK CRFN 2005000350105, COV-
ERING PREMISES KNOWN AS 146-
45 181ST STREET, SPRINGFIELD GAR-
DENS, NY 11413. THE RELIEF SOUGHT
IN THE WITHIN ACTION IS A FINAL
JUDGMENT DIRECTING THE SALE OF
THE PREMISES DESCRIBED ABOVE TO
SATISFY THE DEBT SECURED BY THE
MORTGAGE DESCRIBED ABOVE. NO-
TICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME IF YOU DO NOT
RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A COPY OF
THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR
THE MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE
ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DE-
FAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED
AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME.
SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO
THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS
PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO YOUR
MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL NOT
STOP THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORT-
GAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE
ANSWER WITH THE COURT. DATED:
BAY SHORE, NEW YORK APRIL 24,
2024 /S/BY: LINDA P. MANFREDI, ESQ.
FRENKEL, LAMBERT, WEISS, WEISMAN
& GORDON, LLP ATTORNEYS FOR
PLAINTIFF 53 GIBSON STREET BAY
SHORE, NEW YORK 11706 (631) 969-

3100 OUR FILE NO.:01-065730-F00
#217223

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS NYC-
TL 1998-2 TRUST AND THE BANK OF
NEW YORK MELLON AS COLLATER-
AL AGENT AND CUSTODIAN, PLAIN-
TIFFS, -AGAINST- DAVID SINGH, IF
LIVING, AND IF HE/SHE BE DEAD, HIS/
HER REPRESENTATIVE HEIRS AT LAW,
NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES,
DEVISEES, LEGATEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST, AND GENERALLY
ALL PERSONS HAVING OR CLAIMING
UNDER, BY OR THROUGH SAID DE-
FENDANTS WHO MAY BE DECEASED,

BY PURCHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN OR
OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN AND TO THE PREMISES DE-
SCRIBED IN THE AMENDED COM-
PLAINT HEREIN, DAVID PERSAUD,
QUEENS SUPREME COURT, CRIMINAL
COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK,
CITY OF NEW YORK PARKING VIOLA-
TIONS BUREAU, CITY OF NEW YORK
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL BOARD,
NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORI-
TY TRANSIT ADJUDICATION BUREAU,
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION & FINANCE, THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, “JOHN DOE NO.
1" THROUGH “JOHN DOE NO. 100" IN-
CLUSIVE, THE NAMES OF THE LAST
100 DEFENDANTS BEING UNKNOWN
TO PLAINTIFF, IT BEING INTENDED TO
DESIGNATE FEE OWNERS, TENANTS
OR OCCUPANTS OF THE TAX LIEN
PREMISES AND/OR PERSONS OR PAR-
TIES HAVING OR CLAIMING AN INTER-
ESTIN OR A LIEN UPON THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY, IF THE AFORESAID INDI-
VIDUAL DEFENDANTS ARE LIVING,
AND IF ANY OR ALL OF SAID INDIVID-
UAL DEFENDANTS BE DEAD, THEIR
HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIB-
UTEES, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRA-
TORS, TRUSTEES, COMMITTEES, DEVI-
SEES, LEGATEES, AND THE ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST OF THEM, AND
GENERALLY ALL PERSONS HAVING
OR CLAIMING UNDER, BY, THROUGH,
OR AGAINST THE SAID DEFENDANTS
NAMED AS A CLASS, OF ANY RIGHT,
TITLE, OR INTEREST IN OR LIEN UPON
THE PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE
COMPLAINT HEREIN, DEFENDANTS.

INDEX NO. 716000/2019
DATE OF FILING: 3/27/2024 PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUN-
TY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. VENUE
IS BASED UPON COUNTY IN WHICH
PREMISES ARE SITUATED. SUPPLE-
MENTAL SUMMONS TAX LIEN FORE-
CLOSURE BLOCK: 11859; LOT: 47
A/K/A 135-24 126 STREET TO THE
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO AN-
SWER THE COMPLAINT IN THIS AC-
TION AND TO SERVE A COPY OF YOUR
ANSWER, OR, IF THE COMPLAINT IS
NOT SERVED WITH THIS SUMMONS,
TO SERVE A NOTICE OF APPEARANCE,
ON THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY(S)
WITHIN TWENTY (20) DAYS AFTER
THE SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS, EX-
CLUSIVE OF THE DAY OF SERVICE (OR
WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE
SERVICE IS COMPLETE IF THIS SUM-
MONS IS NOT PERSONALLY DELIV-
ERED TO YOU WITHIN THE STATE OF
NEW YORK); AND IN CASE OF YOUR
FAILURE TO APPEAR OR ANSWER,
JUDGMENT WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST
YOU BY DEFAULT FOR THE RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE COMPLAINT. NO-
TICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RE-
LIEF SOUGHT THE OBJECT OF THE
ABOVE ENTITLED ACTION ISTO FORE-
CLOSE THE FOLLOWING TAX LIENS: A
TAX LIEN IN THE ORIGINAL TAX LIEN
PRINCIPAL BALANCE OF $29,548.09
WITH INTEREST AS DESCRIBED IN A
CERTAIN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE DAT-
ED AUGUST 15, 2013 AND RECORD-
ED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS,
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON SEPTEMBER
12,2013 IN CITY REGISTER FILE NUM-
BER (“CRFN") 2013000371680, WHICH
WAS ASSIGNED BY TAX LIEN CER-
TIFICATE ASSIGNMENT DATED MAY
31,2015 AND RECORDED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE CITY REGISTER FOR THE
BOROUGH OF QUEENS, COUNTY OF
QUEENS, ON JUNE 17, 2015 IN CRFN
2015000207551 (THE“2013 TAX LIEN");
ATAXLIEN IN THE ORIGINAL TAX LIEN
PRINCIPAL BALANCE OF $2,509.58
WITH INTEREST AS DESCRIBED IN A
CERTAIN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE DAT-
ED AUGUST 13, 2014 AND RECORD-
ED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS,
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON AUGUST
20, 2014 IN CRFN 2014000278035,

WHICH WAS ASSIGNED BY TAX LIEN
CERTIFICATE ~ ASSIGNMENT  DAT-
ED APRIL 30, 2016 AND RECORDED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS,
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON MAY 11,
2016 IN CRFN 2016000162669 (THE
“2014 TAX LIEN"); AND A TAX LIEN
IN THE ORIGINAL TAX LIEN PRINCI-
PAL BALANCE OF $22,321.89 WITH
INTEREST AS DESCRIBED IN A CER-
TAIN TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE DATED
AUGUST 12, 2015 AND RECORDED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REGIS-
TER FOR THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS,
COUNTY OF QUEENS, ON AUGUST 25,
2015 IN CRFN 2015000295054, WHICH
WAS ASSIGNED BY TAX LIEN CERTIFI-
CATE ASSIGNMENT DATED DECEM-
BER 31,2017 AND RECORDED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE CITY REGISTER FOR
THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS, COUN-
TY OF QUEENS, ON JANUARY 23,2018
IN CRFN 2018000025608 (THE “2015
TAX LIEN") UPON THE PREMISES DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: ADDRESS:
135-24 126 STREET BLOCK:

11859 LOT: 47 COUNTY:QUEENS
THE RELIEF SOUGHT IN THE WITH-
IN ACTION IS A FINAL JUDGMENT
DIRECTING THE SALE OF THE PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED ABOVE TO SATIS-
FY THE DEBT SECURED BY THE TAX
LIENS DESCRIBED ABOVE.  PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUNTY
AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. VENUE IS
BASED UPON THE COUNTY WHERE
THE PROPERTY BEING FORECLOSED
UPON IS LOCATED. NOTICE YOU
ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR
HOME IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO
THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY
SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF
WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FILING
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DE-
FAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED
AND YOU MAY LOSE YOUR HOME.
SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO
THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS
PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND COMPLAINT AND PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING A
PAYMENT TO THE PLAINTIFF WILL
NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF
AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE
COURT. DATED: NEW YORK,
NEW YORK MARCH 27,2024 THE LAW
OFFICE OF THOMAS P. MALONE, PLLC
BY: THOMAS P. MALONE, ESQ. ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 60 EAST 42ND
STREET, SUITE 553 NEW YORK, NEW
YORK 10165 PH: (212) 867-0500 TO
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:
THE FOREGOING SUPPLEMENTAL
SUMMONS IS SERVED UPON YOU BY
PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO AN OR-
DER OF THE COURT DATED MARCH
12,2024 AND FILED ALONGWITHTHE
SUPPORTING PAPERS IN THE QUEENS

COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE.
#217078

SUPPLEMENTAL
SUMMONS AND NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK COUNTY OF QUEENS IN-
DEX NO. 709075/2014 DATE FILED:
4/19/2024 U.S. BANK NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO WILMINGTON TRUST
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR
IN INTEREST TO BANK OF AMERICA
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUST-
EE, SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO LA-
SALLE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR LEHMAN XS
TRUST MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-1, PLAIN-
TIFF, -AGAINST- KEVIN CANTY; AM-
BER TAMM CANTY; K.C; K.C: ‘ANY
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, DIS-
TRIBUTEES OR SUCCESSORS IN IN-
TEREST OF THE LATE JESSICA MERA
A/K/A JESSICA CANTY, IF THEY BE
LIVING OR IF THEY BE DEAD, THEIR
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, DISTRIBU-
TEES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST,
ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES
AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE
UNKNOWN TO PLAINTIFF; NOMU-
RA CREDIT CAPITAL; CITY OF NEW
YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

BOARD; CITY OF NEW YORK PARK-
ING VIOLATIONS BUREAU; CITY OF
NEW YORK TRANSIT ADJUDICATION
BUREAU; NEW YORK STATE DEPART-
MENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE;
RICHARD BOWEN; JAHDON HART;
MARIE BELLANTON, DEFENDANTS.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 97-44 104TH
STREET, OZONE PARK, NY 11416 TO
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO
ANSWER THE COMPLAINT IN THIS
ACTION AND TO SERVE A COPY OF
YOUR ANSWER, OR A NOTICE OF AP-
PEARANCE ON THE ATTORNEYS FOR
THE PLAINTIFF WITHIN THIRTY (30)
DAYS AFTER THE SERVICE OF THIS
SUMMONS, EXCLUSIVE OF THE DAY
OF SERVICE. THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, IF DESIGNATED AS A DE-
FENDANT IN THIS ACTION, MAY AP-
PEAR WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS OF
SERVICE HEREOF. IN CASE OF YOUR
FAILURE TO APPEAR OR ANSWER,
JUDGMENT WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST
YOU BY DEFAULT FOR THE RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE COMPLAINT. TO THE
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: THE
FOREGOING SUMMONS IS SERVED
UPON YOU BY PUBLICATION PUR-
SUANT TO AN ORDER OF THE HON.
LUMARIE MALDONADO-CRUZ, A
JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT,
QUEENS COUNTY, ENTERED APR.
18, 2024 AND FILED WITH THE COM-
PLAINT AND OTHER PAPERS IN THE
QUEENS COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND
RELIEF SOUGHT THE OBJECT OF THE
ABOVE CAPTIONED ACTION IS TO
FORECLOSE A CONSOLIDATION AND/
OR MODIFIED MORTGAGE (HEREIN-
AFTER “THE MORTGAGE") TO SECURE
$340,000.00 AND INTEREST, RECORD-
ED IN THE QUEENS COUNTY OFFICE
OF THE CITY REGISTER ON OCTOBER
13, 2006, IN CRFN 2006000573994
COVERING PREMISES KNOWN AS 97-
44 104TH STREET, OZONE PARK, NY
11416 A/K/A BLOCK 4885, LOT 68.
THE RELIEF SOUGHT IN THE WITH-
IN ACTION IS A FINAL JUDGMENT
DIRECTING THE SALE OF THE PREM-
ISES DESCRIBED ABOVE TO SATISFY
THE DEBT SECURED BY THE MORT-
GAGE DESCRIBED ABOVE. PLAIN-
TIFF DESIGNATES QUEENS COUN-
TY AS THE PLACE OF TRIAL. VENUE IS
BASED UPON THE COUNTY IN WHICH
THE MORTGAGED PREMISES IS SIT-
UATED. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME IF YOU
DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUM-
MONS AND COMPLAINT BY SERVING
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COM-
PANY WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FIL-
ING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT,
A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE EN-
TERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR
HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR
GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR
CASE IS PENDING FOR FURTHER IN-
FORMATION ON HOW TO ANSWER
THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO
YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL
NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. DAT-
ED: APRIL 3,2017 STEVEN M. PALMER,
ESQ. ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY SHAPIRO,
DICARO & BARAK, LLC ATTORNEYS
FOR PLAINTIFF 175 MILE CROSSING
BOULEVARD ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
14624 (585) 247-9000 FAX: (585) 247-

7380 OUR FILE NO. 14-037928
#217183
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We make memories over food. We tell stories over a good meal. But sometimes the meal is a story.

Restaurants are a family’s LEGACY, a chef’s PASSION, a business owner’s PRIDE.

Let Us Tell the World Your Food Story

If you own a restaurant in Brooklyn and would like to find out more, please contact:

And sometimes, it’s so much more.

jdh@brooklyneagle.com
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RENARI AM LLC

RENARI AM LLC, ART. OF ORG. FILED
WITH SSNY 12/26/2017. OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT FOR PROCESS.
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY
PROCESS TO: C/O ROBINSON BROG
LEINWAND GREENE GENOVESE &
GLUCK, P.C., ATTN: CHARLES MCKEEN,
ESQ, 875 3RD AVE, 9TH FL, NY, NY
10022. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT
ORACTIVITY.

RENARI NM LLC

RENARI NM LLC, ART. OF ORG. FILED
WITH SSNY 12/26/2017. OFFICE LO-
CATION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY DES-
IGNATED AS AGENT FOR PROCESS.
SSNY SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY
PROCESS TO: C/O ROBINSON BROG
LEINWAND GREENE GENOVESE &
GLUCK, PC., ATTN: CHARLES MCKEEN,
ESQ, 875 3RD AVE, 9TH FL, NY, NY
10022. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT
ORACTIVITY.

#216582

#216583

ROOTED PSYCHOTHERAPY,
MENTAL HEALTH
COUNSELING PLLC

ROOTED PSYCHOTHERAPY, MENTAL
HEALTH COUNSELING PLLC FILED
ARTS. OF ORG. WITH THE SECT'Y OF
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 3/18/2024.
OFFICE: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST
IT MAY BE SERVED AND SHALL
MAIL PROCESS TO: C/O THE PLLC,
675 136TH ST, APT A, FLUSHING, NY

11367. PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACT.
#216821
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20D DepartmenT / New Business Formaions

ASF INTERNATIONAL LLC
ASF INTERNATIONAL LLC. ARTS.
OF ORG. FILED WITH THE SSNY ON
03/07/24. OFFICE: QUEENS COUNTY.
SSNY DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST
IT MAY BE SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL
COPY OF PROCESS TO THE LLC, C/O
KHANDKER AHNAF ABRAR, 169-24
HILLSIDE AVENUE, FL2 SUITE 3, JA-
MAICA, NY 11432, PURPOSE: ANY

LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#217094

JACKSON AVENUE
BAGELS LLC

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF JACK-
SON AVENUE BAGELS LLC APPL. FOR
AUTH. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE OF
NY (SSNY) ON 04/08/24. OFFICE LOCA-
TION: QUEENS COUNTY. LLC FORMED
IN DELAWARE (DE) ON 04/04/24. SSNY
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLCUPON
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL PROCESS
TO C/O CORPORATION SERVICE CO.,
80 STATE ST., ALBANY, NY 12207-2543.
DE ADDR. OF LLC: 251 LITTLE FALLS
DR., WILMINGTON, DE 19808. CERT.
OF FORM. FILED WITH SECY. OF STATE,
DIV. OF CORPS., JOHN G. TOWNSEND
BLDG., 401 FEDERAL ST. - STE. 4, DO-
VER, DE 19901. PURPOSE: ANY LAW-

FUL ACTIVITY.
#217111

AGGELIS PROPERTY MGT LLC
AGGELIS PROPERTY MGT LLC AR-
TICLES OF ORG. FILED NY SEC. OF
STATE (SSNY) 4/25/24. OFFICE IN
QUEENS CO. SSNY DESIGN. AGENT OF
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL COPY OF
PROCESS TO THE LLC 15205 11TH AVE
WHITESTONE NY 11357. PURPOSE:

ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.
#217263

D&CSBALLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION: D&C SBA
LLC, ART. OF ORG. FILED WITH SEC. OF
STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 04/03/2024.
OFFICE LOC.: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF LLC UPON
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE
SERVED. SSNY SHALL MAIL THE PRO-
CESS TO: 20935 NORTHERN BLVD,
UNIT 209, BAYSIDE, NY, 11361, USA.

PURPOSE: ANY LAWFUL ACTIVITY.
#217416

BROOKLYN 55 LLC
BROOKLYN 55 LLC. FILED 3/29/24.
CTY: QUEENS. SSNY DESIG. FOR PRO-
CESS & SHALL MAIL 37-12 PRINCE
ST, FLUSHING, NY 11354. PURP: ANY
LAWFUL.

#217664

LUXGLOW AESTHETICLLC
LUXGLOW AESTHETIC LLC. FILED
4/22/24. CTY: QUEENS. SSNY DESIG.
FOR PROCESS & SHALL MAIL 17731
EDGERTON RD, JAMAICA, NY 11432,
PURP: ANY LAWFUL.

#217663

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL
PROPERTIES LLC

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PROPER-
TIES LLC.FILED 3/17/21. CTY: QUEENS.
SSNY DESIG. FOR PROCESS & SHALL
MAIL 15401 BARCLAY AVE, FLUSHING,
NY 11355. PURP: ANY LAWFUL.

#217662

CASA JAMTEX, LLC
CASA JAMTEX, LLC. FILED 3/9/24.CTY:
QUEENS. SSNY DESIG. FOR PROCESS
& SHALL MAIL 41-08 43RD ST, SUNNY-

SIDE, NY 11104. PURP: ANY LAWFUL.
#217661

5010 PARSONS LLC
5010 PARSONS LLC. FILED 3/29/24.
CTY: QUEENS. SSNY DESIG. FOR PRO-
CESS & SHALL MAIL 14935 DELAWARE
AVE, FLUSHING, NY 11355. PURP: ANY
LAWFUL.

#217660

4329 MURRAY LLC
4329 MURRAY LLC. FILED 3/8/24.
CTY: QUEENS. SSNY DESIG. FOR PRO-
CESS & SHALL MAIL 14935 DELAWARE
AVE, FLUSHING, NY 11355. PURP: ANY
LAWFUL.

11106
METAMARTIAL LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME:
METAMARTIAL LLC. ARTICLES OF
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY)
ON 4/5/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION:
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS

#217659

AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON
HIM/HER IS XSAVIER DANIELS 31-62
33RD STREET, ASTORIA, NY, 11106.
PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC: ANY
LAWFUL PURPOSE.

11361

E & K’'S BAYSIDE DINER LLC
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: E &
K’S BAYSIDE DINER LLC. ARTICLES OF
ORGANIZATION FILED WITH SECRE-
TARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK (SSNY)
ON 3/1/2024. NY OFFICE LOCATION:
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS BEEN
DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE LLC
UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT
MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OFFICE
ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL
MAIL A COPY OF ANY PROCESS
AGAINST THE LLC SERVED UPON
HIM/HER IS C/O/ EFTHEMIA NICOL-
OPOULOS, 35-11 208TH STREET BAY-
SIDE, NY, 11361. PURPOSE/CHARAC-
TER OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

11366
CAPTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY
MEDIA LLC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMIT-
ED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME:
CAPTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY MEDIA LLC.
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION FILED
WITH SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW
YORK (SSNY) ON 4/20/2024. NY OF-
FICE LOCATION: QUEENS COUN-
TY. SSNY HAS BEEN DESIGNAT-
ED AS AGENT OF THE LLC UPON
WHOM PROCESS AGAINST IT MAY BE
SERVED. THE POST OFFICE ADDRESS
TO WHICH THE SSNY SHALL MAIL A
COPY OF ANY PROCESS AGAINST THE

#217050

Our
World In
Pictures

New York City Mayor Eric
Adams has a private audi-
ence with His Holiness Pope
Francis at the Vatican on

Saturday, May 11, 2024.
Photo: Vatican Media

LLC SERVED UPON HIM/HER IS THE
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 16435
77TH AVE # 2, FRESH MEADOWS, NY,
11366. PURPOSE/CHARACTER OF LLC:
ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.

33134
ELLAWAY BLUES
CONSULTING LLC

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR AU-
THORITY OF ELLAWAY BLUES CON-
SULTING LLC. A FOREIGN LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). APPLICA-
TION FOR AUTHORITY FILED WITH
SECRETARY OF STATE OF NEW YORK
(SSNY) ON 3/8/2024. LLC ORGANIZED
IN FL 11/15/2023. NY OFFICE LOCA-
TION: QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY HAS
BEEN DESIGNATED AS AGENT OF THE
LLC UPON WHOM PROCESS AGAINST
IT MAY BE SERVED. THE POST OF-
FICE ADDRESS TO WHICH THE SSNY
SHALL MAIL A COPY OF ANY PRO-
CESS AGAINST THE LLC SERVED
UPON HIM/HER IS C/O BARAKAT +
BOSSA, PLLC 2701 PONCE DE LEON
BLVD, SUITE 202 MIAMI, FL, 33134. OF-
FICE ADDRESS IN JURISDICTION OF
ORGANIZATION: 20 NORTH ORANGE
AVE, ORLANDO, FL 32801 COPY OF
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION ON FILE
WITH SECY. OF STATE OF FL, RA GRAY
BUILDING, 500 SOUTH BRONOUGH
STREET, TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399. PUR-

POSE OF LLC: ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE.
#216145

#217415
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City to shell out $1.6 million to Rikers

By Reuven Blau
THE CITY

New York City has agreed to pay $1.6 million
to settle a lawsuit filed by a former Rikers Island
detainee who was sexually abused by a physical
therapist inside a jail clinic.

The settlement is among the largest pretrial
payouts ever awarded to a single plaintiff in a sex-
ual assault case at Rikers, according to Josh Kel-
ner, who represented the plaintiff known as John
Doe in legal documents.

“At first they didn’t want to believe me,” the
former detainee, who did not want his identity re-
vealed, told THE CITY last week.

The man said he was forced to perform oral
sex on physical therapist Carlos Negron, 57, in-
side the West Facility on Rikers on May 30, 2019,
according to the Manhattan federal court lawsuit.

The incarcerated man, who was 27-years-old
at the time, said Negron threatened to get him in
trouble if he didn’t comply.

After the assault, the detainee reported what
happened to a correction officer and handed over
DNA evidence that he had in his mouth and on his
hand, according to court records.

“If | didn’t have that DNA evidence, I'm
100% sure he’d still be working at Rikers,” said
the former detainee, who was locked up on a pa-
role violation tied to a drug related conspiracy.

Negron was charged with multiple offenses
by the Bronx District Attorney on Oct. 7, 2019. In
February 2022, he pled guilty to one felony count
of Criminal Sexual Act in the third degree.

He was sentenced to two years of outpatient
mental health counseling and ordered to surrender
his physical therapy license — and blocked from
applying for a new one for five years.

Hundreds of Cases

The settlement comes as 819 former detain-
ees have alleged that they were sexually assaulted
by correction officers and jail staffers over the last
few decades. The legal cases were all filed under
the Adult Survivors Act, a state law that extended
the statute of limitations for such cases.

The case also comes as the troubled New York
City Correction Department — and other lock-
ups throughout the country — struggle to comply
with the 2003 federal Prison Rape Elimination Act
known as PREA.

As part of those guidelines, the city Correc-
tion Department in 2016 implemented a 24-hour
hotline people behind bars can use to file com-
plaints of abuse. The department also added more
investigators to review allegations and clear a
backlog of cases.

Still, allegations against officers or other de-
partment staffers are rarely substantiated, accord-
ing to Correction Department records.

The Correction Department fired only one
correction officer for having a prohibited sexual
encounter with a detainee over a recent five year
stretch, THE CITY reported in November 2022.

Initially Ignored
In Negron’s case, another detainee, Edward
Baker, complained about him a little over four
months before in 2019, according to court docu-

detainee abused by therapist

2024.

ments from the John Doe case.

Baker alleged that Negron groped his genita-
lia over his clothing and also commented that “it
looks nice.”

Baker says he complained to a nearby correc-
tion officer right after the incident.

The DOC investigator assigned to the case re-
ceived the complaint at 4:35 p.m. on Feb. 2, 2019
and only three hours later concluded it was “un-
substantiated,” department records show.

That staffer never even looked at surveillance
footage or questioned Negron, a later review of
the internal DOC investigation revealed.

Negron right afterward filed an internal DOC
counterclaim against Baker, alleging the detainee
slapped him on the butt, the records show.

Negron’s claim led to Baker being placed on
so-called “enhanced restraint” status, meaning he
was cuffed everytime he was transported.

As for other similar cases, the second highest
payout appears to be a $1.2 million case filed by
a former female detainee who alleged she was re-
peatedly raped by a correction officer, according
to Kelner, who has handled multiple high-profile
lawsuits against the Correction Department.

“Reports of sexual assault at Rikers routinely
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A man was awarded a $1.6 million settlement from the city after accusing a therapist of sexually abusing him on Rikers Island, May 2,

languish, often are barely investigated, and are al-
most never taken seriously,” said Kelner.

“Only one in one hundred complaints were
substantiated the year this took place,” he added.
“An assault like this can only take place when a
perpetrator knows he is unlikely to face any con-
sequences. This incident was a product of the cul-

Credit: Alex Krales/THE CITY

ture of neglect and impunity that exists at Rikers
for sexual assaults.”
The DOC and Law Department did not im-
mediately respond to requests seeking comment.
THE CITY is an independent, nonprofit news
outlet dedicated to hard-hitting reporting that
serves the people of New York.
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Pols pitch bill to protect legal serwces fund following govs last-minute sweep

Continued from page 1

In all, IOLA grantees closed over 307,000
cases in 2023, according to the New York Legal
Services Coalition. The coalition also claims
that those cases generated over $3.5 billion in
economic benefit to the state last year.

Among those who the public defenders rep-
resent are victims of domestic violence, New
Yorkers facing homelessness in Housing Court,
or those experiencing economic instability due
to job loss, medical debt or disability.

The I0LA fund is not composed of taxpay-
er dollars. Instead, the fund is made up of cash
earned through private interest and held in at-
torney escrow accounts. The interest is derived
from client cash being held by attorneys to pay
for court fees, settlements and other legal costs.

Because of its funding source, the money
that goes into IOLA fluctuates year to year.

Last year when interest rates were high, the
fund brought in $107 million in interest, accord-
ing to reporting by New York Focus. However,
at the start of the financial crisis in 2008, the
fund only took in $2.6 million.

Because of the fluctuation in incoming cash,
the fund’s managers previously warned against
a sweep of the fund’s cash, which they say may
be needed in the near future when interest rates
aren’t as high.

The sweep included in this year’s budget
marks the first time money has been taken from
the IOLA fund and used to pay for a state-fund-
ed program.

“We're kind of playing Kabuki with the
fund,” Solages said on Monday.

“This is just a wrong move by the executive
and we want to make sure that future genera-
tions, future governors, future legislatures don't
have this option,” she added.

The legislation, which currently sits in the
Senate’s Finance Committee, would amend the
state’s finance law to allow payments from the

Governor Kathy Hochul pushed through a provision to sweep the state’s Interest on Lawyers Account Fund as part of the state’s bud-

get last month. Two lawmakers are now attempting to prevent similar sweeps from taking place in the future.
File photo by Mike Groll/Office of Governor Kathy Hochul

IOLA fund to be made without a budget appro-
priation.

According to the bill’s sponsors, the change
would mean that the original legislative intent
of IOLA is adhered to.

The IOLA fund was formed by the legislature
in 1983. It was created “to provide funding for
the providers of civil legal services in order to
ensure effective access to the judicial system for
all citizens of the state to the extent practicable.”

“This change will actually bring IOLA’s
administrative processes in line with many of
the other New York settlement funds, reserve
funds and special funds,” Ryan said. “And more
importantly, it will help ensure that the fund is
only used for its intended purposes, making civ-
il legal services available for vulnerable New
Yorkers.”

Hochul first proposed taking $100 million
from the fund earlier this year as part of her ini-
tial budget proposal.

After receiving backlash over the plan, Ho-
chul reversed course and eliminated the propos-
al from her budget.

However, in the final hours of budget ne-
gotiations last month, the $55 million sweep of
the IOLA fund was worked into the state’s fiscal
plan. The money taken from the fund will pri-
marily be used to boost funding for the Home-
owner Protection Program, which provides free
housing counseling and legal services to New
York homeowners at risk of foreclosure.

“This year's budget made history, but not in
a good way,” said Kristin Brown, the CEO of
the Empire Justice Center and the president of
the New York Legal Services Coalition. “It rep-

resents a disastrous precedent.”

According to Brown and others, civil legal
services providers warned that the $55 million
sweep, as well as any additional sweep that may
come in the future, will greatly affect their abil-
ity to represent indigent New Yorkers in need
of an attorney.

Many civil legal services organizations are
currently in the throes of a staffing crisis, unable
to pay attorneys as well as private firms are able
to. The result — fewer attorneys left to represent
indigent defendants.

“More funds, more services, higher salaries
— it's the best thing we can do for low income
and marginalized New Yorkers here in our great
state,” Brown said. “Any dime taken from the
civil justice system is just compounding our
problems.”

Opinion:When it comes to transportation, the MTA must get the bus redesign right

By Selvena Brooks-Powers
and Daneek Miller
Special to the Eagle

When tourists think of New
York City public transportation, it’s
the subway system that comes to
mind. The New York City subway
is one of the most widely recog-
nized forms of public transporta-
tion to people across the globe. But
it’s New York City buses that knit
together many of our communities,
particularly those lacking access to
the core transit network.

Currently, there are over 250
local and express bus routes. These
routes are utilized by nearly two
out of every 10 New Yorkers,
with a higher share of older adults
depending on buses for transpor-
tation. It is essential that our bus
network receive the necessary care
and attention from the MTA to en-
sure high-quality service citywide.

Recently, the MTA announced
its proposed final plan for the
Queens Bus Network Redesign.
While the redesign signals an in-
vestment in improving bus service,
it also means significant chang-
es to the network throughout the
borough, which has raised some
concerns among riders through-
out Queens. That is why it is more
important than ever for communi-
ty members to make their voices
heard.

Throughout New York City’s
history, there are examples of com-
munity engagement done right, as
well as done disastrously wrong.

Robert Moses famously rammed
highways through communities of
color in every borough, including
in Queens, and frequently ignored
the concerns of the people living
in these neighborhoods as he de-
stroyed homes and livelihoods.

The redesign will entail chang-
es to routes and removals of some
stops that residents know and use
every day. Input from the commu-
nity can help ensure that changes
work for the community.

This is especially necessary as
the implementation of the MTA’s
congestion pricing nears and the
need for adequate and expanded
bus service grows significantly.
These new tolls on drivers traveling
to Manhattan’s Central Business
District will mean our communities
will rely more than ever on transit
to reach the city center. This makes
it even more imperative that the
MTA get this redesign right, not
only for local bus routes, but with
respect to expanded express bus
routes and service into Manhattan
and back to Queens on weekdays
and weekends. The bus is a critical
resource for outer-borough neigh-
borhoods, and it must remain af-
fordable and accessible.

To provide feedback directly
to the MTA, you may visit https://
contact.mta.info/s/forms/bus-net-
work-redesign, if you missed one
of the MTA’s in-person outreach
events that took place throughout
Queens.

This is just one of many op-

portunities to provide meaningful,
community-oriented feedback on
transportation projects impacting
your neighborhood, not just the
bus redesign. Every community
board across New York City has a
transportation committee, where
agencies like the MTA and the De-
partment of Transportation are reg-
ularly presenting on new projects.
Anyone can attend these meetings
and provide feedback on projects
under consideration.

Without the input of the people
living in our neighborhoods, proj-
ects often fail to meet our needs.
So we encourage you to make your
voice heard — on the MTA’s pro-
posed bus redesign, and on projects
to come that will impact the way
we live. And, moreso, we call on
the MTA to truly incorporate com-
munity feedback on the final out-
come of the Queens Redesign.

Nearly a million Queens com-
muters depend on it.

Majority Whip Selvena N.
Brooks-Powers serves as chair of
the New York City Council’s Com-
mittee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and represents District
31 in Queens. Daneek Miller is a
former councilmember of District
27 and the former president of ATU
Local 1056

Right, a map of the MTA’s pro-
posed bus network redesign in
Queens. Map via MTA

Proposed Local Bus Network
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